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It will be jointly organized by Uttarakhand State Disaster Management Authority 
and Uttarakhand State Science and Technology Council.

Bollywood actor Amitabh Bachchan has been appointed as the brand ambassador 
for this conference.

This meeting will bring together researchers, policy makers and practitioners from 
around the world to discuss many challenging issues related to disaster risk 
management.

The first World Congress on Disaster Management was held in Hyderabad.















• In 2019–20, there were about 1.4 crore 
lightning strikes reported in India.

• In 2020–21, there were 1.85 crore 
incidents.

• Approximately 1.49 crore strikes were 
reported nationwide in 2021–2022.





• At present cyclone, drought, earthquake, 
fire, flood, tsunami, hailstorm, landslide, 
avalanche, cloudburst, pest attack, frost 
and cold waves are considered disasters 
that are covered under the SDRF. This 
does not include lightning yet.



• India ranks among the five countries 
worldwide with an early warning system 
for lightning.
• The system provides forecasts 

ranging from five days to as close as 
three hours before the occurrence of 
lightning.



National Crime Records Bureau 
(NCRB) Data:

In 2021, lightning accounted for 
2,880 deaths, comprising 40% of 
all accidental deaths caused by 
"forces of nature." The trend 

indicates an increase in lightning-
related fatalities compared to 

other natural events.



Lightning frequency is highest in 
northeastern states and West Bengal, 
Sikkim, Jharkhand, Odisha, and Bihar.

• However, the number of lightning-related deaths 
is higher in central Indian states like Madhya 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh, and Odisha.

Bihar is one of the most vulnerable 
states to lightning strikes, with a 
significant number of deaths reported 
annually.



• Union Government's View About 
Lightning:

•  The Union government opposes 
declaring lightning a natural 
disaster. The government 
believes that education and 
awareness can help prevent 
lightning-related deaths 
effectively.



• What are the Possible Factors Behind the 
Increasing Trend of Lightning Strikes?

• Climate Change: Global warming and climate 
change could potentially influence 
atmospheric conditions, leading to an 
increase in thunderstorms and lightning 
activity.
• As the planet's temperature rises, there 

may be changes in the distribution of 
moisture, instability, and convective 
processes that could favor more 
frequent lightning occurrences.































Basic Animal 
Husbandry 

Statistics 2023



The survey is conducted in 3 seasons - summer (March-June), monsoon (July-October) 
and winter (November-February).

It is a survey of milk, egg, meat and wool production in India based on Animal Integrated 
Sample Survey (ISS) conducted between March 2022-February 2023.

The Basic Animal Husbandry Statistics 2023 was released during National Milk Day in 
2023.





Key finding - Production of milk, egg and meat has significantly 
gone up in 2022-23 over the past five years, although wool 
output in the same period has witnessed a negative growth.

India celebrates National Milk Day on November 26th, to 
commemorate the efforts of Dr Verghese Kurien, the father of 
White Revolution.



NATPOLREX-IX



• The 9thNational Level PollutionResponse Exercise 
(NATPOLREX-IX) was conducted by the Indian Coast Guard off 
Vadinar, Gujarat recently.
• It demonstrates the level of preparedness and coordination 

between various resource agencies to respond to a marine oil 
spill invoking provisions of the National Oil Spill Disaster 
Contingency Plan (NOSDCP).
• The Indian Coast Guard functions as the Central 

Coordinating Authority for response to Oil spills in Indian 
waters.

https://www.iasparliament.com/current-affairs/daily-news/prelim-bits-08-09-2021-upsc-daily-current-affairs
https://www.iasparliament.com/current-affairs/daily-news/prelim-bits-08-09-2021-upsc-daily-current-affairs


1st Night Sky Sanctuary



• South East Asia's 1st Night Sky Sanctuary will be setup in 
Ladakh with the help of Indian Institute of Astrophysics, 
Bengaluru.
• It will be located within the Changthang Wildlife Sanctuary and 

adjacent to the Indian Astronomical Observatory (2nd-highest 
optical telescope in the world).



Yuva Sangam



• Ministry of Education has recently launched the 3rd phase of 
Yuva Sangam under the Ek Bharat Shreshtha 
Bharat campaign.
• Under the programme, the students within the age group of 18 

to 30 will get multi-dimensional exposure in 5 broad areas.
• Paryatan (tourism), Parampara (traditions), Pragati (development), 

Prodyogik (technology) and Paraspar sampark (people-to-people 
connect) in the host States.



Paul Lynch: 2023 Booker Prize for 
his novel “Prophet Song”





• Ireland’s Paul Lynch, 46, has won the 2023 Booker Prize with his 
novel “Prophet Song,” a dystopian narrative set in Dublin amid 
totalitarian rule.
•



• The novel explores a family’s struggle in a world where democratic norms are eroding. 
Lynch mentioned that the inspiration for “Prophet Song” came from the Syrian war and 
refugee crisis.



• Previously, Bulgarian writer Georgi Gospodinov and translator Angela 
Rodel have won the International Booker Prize for their novel “Time 
Shelter.”













Thank you 
guys.


