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Silent Diwali



• Seven villages in the Erode district of Tamil 
Nadu, celebrated Diwali without firecrackers 
to protect the avian population at a nearby 
bird sanctuary.
• Over 900 families committed to a quieter 

celebration during the breeding season, 
recognizing the sensitivity of the period. For 
22 years, these communities have opted for 
a conservation-minded approach to 
Diwali, limiting festivities to sparklers and 
new clothes for children.





























The initiative is in 
keeping with the 
theme for World 
Diabetes Day 2023 
– “Access to 
diabetes care”





• 14th November marks the birthday of 
Sir Frederick Banting, who co-
discovered insulin along with Charles 
Best in 1922.



• More than 420 million people worldwide affected by diabetes.
• China has the highest number of patients (11.43 cr.) followed by India (7.29 

cr.) in 2017.

The burden of disease:

• High costs of insulin
• Insufficient essential medicines and technologies

Issues related to treatment:

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/south-asians-at-higher-health-risks


Diabetes affects the five major 
organs namely, Kidney, Heart, 

Blood vessels, Nervous 
System, and Eyes (retina).

The factors responsible for 
the increase in diabetes are an 
unhealthy diet, lack of physical 
activity, harmful use of alcohol, 

overweight/obesity, tobacco 
use, etc.













Baler Machine



With the problem of farm fires being taken up by the 
Supreme Court, Belar, a machine that facilitates ex-situ 
(off-site) stubble management has been in demand in 
Punjab and adjacent regions. 

Baler machines have been around for a decade, and 
currently around 2,000 of them operate in Punjab.

Of these 1,268 are highly subsidised (50-80%) under the 
Centre’s Crop Residue Management (CRM) scheme.



• Scheme Supported Machines:
• Super Straw Management 

Systems, Happy Seeder, Super 
Seeder, Smart Seeder, zero till 
seed cum fertilizer drill, Mulcher, 
Paddy Straw Chopper, 
hydraulically reversible mould 
board plough, Crop reapers, 
Reaper binders, Balers, and 
Rakes.



• What is a Baler Machine?
• About:

• Balers play a pivotal role in 
stubble compression, 
acting as hydraulic 
presses to compact crop 
residues into dense, 
manageable 
packages. These 
compressed stubbles are 
securely bound using 
twine, wire, or strapping.



• Before using a baler machine, 
farmers cut the crop residue with a 
tractor-mounted cutter. A tractor-
mounted baler machine compresses 
the stubble into compact bales using 
netting.

•

http://drishtiias.com/images/uploads/1699870586_baler-machine.png


• Other Ways to Handle Stubble:
• In-situ treatment of Stubble: For 

example, crop residue management 
by zero-tiller machine and Use of bio-
decomposers (e.g., Pusa bio-
decomposer).

• Use of Technology: For example, 
Turbo Happy Seeder (THS) machine, 
which can uproot the stubble and 
also sow seeds in the area cleared. 
The stubble can then be used as 
mulch for the field.

•



Portuguese Coin



• A farmer in North Goa’s Nanoda
Bamber village unearthed a pot 
that contained coins from a 
bygone era.
• Pot contained 832 copper coins, 

believed to have been minted in 
Goa around the 16th or 
17th Century when it was under 
Portuguese rule.
•



• What was Characteristic of 
Portuguese Coinage in India?
• Portuguese issued coins in gold and 

silver from Goa, as well as copper, tin, 
and lead coins from other mints such 
as Cochin, Diu, and Damão.
• The gold coins were called ‘Cruzado’ 

or ‘Manoel’ and were issued in the 
same size, value, and weight. They 
had a cross on one side and the royal 
arms on the other.



• The silver coins were called 
‘Meia-espera’ and ‘Espera’.
• The copper coins were divided 

into various denominations such 
as ‘Bazaruco’, ‘Leal’, ‘Tanga’, 
‘Pardau’, and ‘Real’.



• The copper coins had various symbols such 
as a castle, a lion, a crown, a cross, and the 
king’s name.

• The tin and lead coins were mainly 
issued from Diu and Malacca and were 
called ‘Dinheiro’.
• They had a crude design and were often 

irregular in shape and size. They had the 
king’s name or initials on one side and a 
cross or a flower on the other.





• What was India’s Engagement with 
Portuguese in Goa?
• Portuguese as a Traveller: Vasco da Gama 

was the first Portuguese explorer to reach 
India by sea in 1498 at Calicut on 
the Malabar Coast and was welcomed by a 
local ruler Zamorin.
• Portuguese as a Coloniser: In 

1505, Francisco de Almeida became the 
first viceroy of Portuguese India and 
established a base in Cochin. He also 
fought against the Zamorin of Calicut and 
the Mamluks of Egypt, who were rivals in 
the spice trade.



• Afonso de Albuquerque (in 
1510) captured Goa from the Bijapur 
Sultanate and made Goa the capital of 
the Portuguese State of India.
• Colonial Rule of Portuguese: The 

Portuguese rule in Goa lasted for about 
450 years, from 1510 to 1961. During 
this period, Goa became a prosperous 
and cosmopolitan city, known as 
the “Rome of the East”.



• Liberation of Goa:
•  The liberation of Goa from Portuguese rule 

was achieved by the Indian government in 
December 1961, after a 36-hour military 
operation known as Operation Vijay. 
• Statehood to Goa:
•  In 1987, Goa was granted statehood by the 

Indian government, and became the 25th 
state of India.



CORPAT & EX-
BONGOSAGAR



The 4th edition of the 
Bilateral Exercise between 

the Indian Navy and the 
Bangladesh Navy, 

BONGOSAGAR-23, and the 

5th edition of Coordinated 
Patrol (CORPAT) by the two 
navies were conducted in 

the Northern Bay of Bengal 
recently.



Other Related Exercises: 

SAMPRITI: Annual Military Exercise 
(11th edition conducted in October 
2023 in Umroi, Meghalaya).



Acharya JB 
Kripalani Birth 

Anniversary



11 Nov. 1888

Recently, the Prime Minister of India has paid 
tributes to Acharya Jivatram Bhagwandas(JB) 
Kripalani on his birth anniversary (11th November 
1888 in Hyderabad, Sindh). 

1917

He Joined Gandhi's cause in 1917, associated with 
the Non-Cooperation Movement, Civil Disobedience 
Movement, and Quit India Movement.



J.B. Kripalani was the president of the Indian National 
Congress(INC) in 1947. 

He was one of the founders of the Kisan Mazdoor Praja 
Party (KMPP) after the independence leaving INC. 

He moved the first-ever No confidence motion in Lok Sabha 
in 1963, immediately after the India-China War (1962).



• He is the author of several 
books, including "Gandhi: His 
Life and Thought" (1970). The 
autobiography titled "My 
Times" was published 
posthumously in 
2004.

•

http://drishtiias.com/images/uploads/1699872168_acharya-jb-kripalani.png


Daily 5 vocab from the Hindu 





Dichotomy - A division or contrast between two things that are represented as being opposed or 
entirely different.

Prognosticate - To forecast or predict (something future) from present indications or signs; 
prophesy.

Precarious - Not securely held or in position; dangerously likely to fall or collapse; dependent on 
chance; uncertain.

Demagogue - A political leader who seeks support by appealing to the desires and prejudices of 
ordinary people rather than by using rational argument.

Efficacy - The ability to produce a desired or intended result; effectiveness.



!"वभाजन - दो चीज. के बीच एक "वभाजन या "वरोधाभास जो "वरोध या परू9 
तरह से अलग के ?प मA दशाCया जाता है।

पवूाCनमुान करना - वतCमान संकेत. या संकेत. से (भ"वIय मA कुछ) भ"वIयवाणी 
करना या अनमुान लगाना; भ"वIयवाणी

अNनिPचत - सरुQRत ?प से रखा या िTथNत मA नह9ं; Vगरने या ढहने कX 
खतरनाक संभावना; अवसर पर NनभCर; अNनिPचत.

डमेोगॉग - एक राजनीNतक नेता जो तकC संगत तकC  का उपयोग करने के बजाय 
आम लोग. कX इ_छाओ ंऔर पवूाCbह. कX अपील करके समथCन चाहता है।

cभावकाdरता - वांNछत या इि_छत पdरणाम उeपfन करने कX Rमता; 
cभावशीलता.









Thank you 
guys.


