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Discipline leads to habits.

Habits lead to consistency.

Consistency leads to growth.
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Viednesday did not vacate
or medify s September 25

Kerala moves SC against Governor again

NEW DELSHI

The Kerala government on

nitely sitting on several
crucial Bills, especially
those address -CO-
T public health
concerns.

The State, represented
by advocate C.K. Sasi, said
the arbitrary show of lack
of urgency by the Gover-
nor violated the funda-
mental right to life of the
pecple of Kerala.

of the Go-

vernor In keeping  Bills
pending fo: and inde-
Bnke periods of time is ma-
nifestly arbitrary and also
violates Article 14 (right to
equality) of the Constitu-
tion. Additionally, it de-
feats the rights of the peo-

Arif Mohammed Khan

ple of the State of Kerala

denying them the benefits

of welfare legislation enact-
ed by the State Assembly.”

to deal with
il procented v him .
der Article 200 of the Con-
stitutson.

conTinuED ON
» PAGE 12

interim order issing stones
Quo in the

i temples govermed by

the sge-old Agamas in
Tamil Nadu » Page &

1L5 cr. PAN cards
deactivated over
no Aadhaar link

NEW DELIG
Atotal of 115 crore PAN cards.
have been deactivated for not
being linked with Asdhasr
before the stipulated deadline,
the CBDT said in a reply to

an RTI query. » Page 14

NEW DELIO
The Centre on Wednesdsy
discussed the possiility of
appontng sn ombudsman
or setting up an authcrity to
address the grievances of

air travellers. » Page 12

Bright and beautiful
.

fare: Women painstakingly apply colour to eco-friendiy lamps at Kanha Upvan in Luscknow. Around 50,000 lamps have already
been supplied for Ayodhya Deepotsav on November 11 and will be part of 3 display of 25 lakh lamps during Deepavali. SANCEEP SAXENA

G-7 meet appeals
for humanitarian
pauses in Gaza

n Ministers who met in Tokvo seek the release of hosi

tions said in a jotnt sxa!e~
ne that lsrael
ngm o defend iself, while
underscoring the need to
protect and to
comply with ln(erna!ional
humansari -
rhe €7 menibers are
committed to ... prepare
sustainable longterm solu-
tions for Casa and a return
toa ace process
inline with the Ineefnation.
ally agreed parameters,”
the statement said_
we

humani-
tarian pauses and corri-
dors to facilitate urgently
needed assistance, civilian
movement and the release

5.
The Ministers shared

civilians as
the southerm Gaza Strip to escape tsrack strikes. AF

the view that “a asa a
solution.... re: the on-  humanitarian pause...

ly path to a just, lasting,  terms of the responsibility
a the G7 has towards

gunmen from
Palestinian militant group
Hamas sparked the conflict
with an October 7 attack

full ceasefire, U.S.
of State Antony Blin-

raeli bombardme tary
has since killed more ken said there was “real
than 1 Pale: . unity” among the bloc.
around 40% of them
childre: cosTmued on
1 believe it's important  » PAGE 12
thacehe G7 was able to pur  MoRE mEFoRTS ON
out its first unified message  » PAGH

Now, Delhi plans November rain to breathe easy

NEW DELEI

Reeling from noxious air,
the national capital would

Announcing  this
rednesday. Environ-
ment Minister Gopal

has been attempe-
ed earlier in other parts of
the country as well, includ-
ing tra.

Clearing the air: An ant:

The Delhi

smog gun sprays water droplets to curb air
pollution in the national capital on Wednesday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERNA

sion over the implementa-

ts pe-

on X,
meeting with experts from

UT Kanpur. “.. Enquired
about the effe ss of
the technology and asked
them o submit a concrete
proposal.” he said.

the  odd-even
scheme Mr Ral said the

govern: be st
ml"lng crudics from the

Nitish apologises as remark raises furore

Amarnath Tewary

PATNA/NEW DELHL

A day after his “derogato.
s ontl

the role of

wever, demanded Mr. Ku-
mars resignation while
inthe

women's education in pop-
ulation control, Bihar CM
Nitish Kumar on

day apologised both within
and outside the House.
The Opposition BIP, ho-

conTmuED ON
» PAGE 12

cal University regarding
the scheme'’s effectiveness.

The Supreme Court had
on Tuesday called the Del-
hi government’s efforts as
~all optics~ and wondered
:r the odd-even scheme

ment intends to request for
cooperation the
Centre through the court.

in the past. The top court
has asked the government
o look at short-term steps
to mitigate the situation on
an immediate basis.

MORE REPORTS
» PAGE 2

ADAMI PORT
Project in Sri Lanka to get
funding from U.S. govt.

BUSINESS » PAGE 16
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People of ML.P. looking for change,
BJP will be voted out: Kamal Nath

Sandeep Phukan

CHHINDWARA

Madhya Pradesh Congress
president and former Chief
Minister Kamal Nath as-
serted that the people of
the State will vote out the
BJP 2= they are looking for

“I have been in politics
for 45 years and can read
their sentiments. People of
Madhya Pradesh want
change and the BP is going
to lose the el by

huge margin~ Mr. Nath
told The Hindu.
'he Congress veteran al-
2o denied the charge that
as overty playing the
rying

Hindu card” in
to woo voters by
holding a pro-

head priest of Ba-
geshwar Dham, are-
vered shrine in
the Stare.

An

eging
corruption
and

scams under BJP, he also

the Ladli Behna scheme,
of amonthly s
21.500. earlier.
“The HIP has
been -

govern-
ment for 18 years,
so wasn't the behen
[sister] ladli [dear]
fore  that?
he asked.

INTERVIEW ON
» PAGE 13

Mains
202425

Admissic

For Civil Services Exam)

COMMERCE

...a winner optional for commerce background

AIR 2 Garima Lohia

Foundation Course

Advanced Course 3 days/week

Intensive Test Series

Perfection in Numericals

Enriched Test Series

Postal Study Material
All courses startin

wi

Face-to-Face/Live-Online/Recorded

s open 1st Dec.
7011706418, 9818464467 / 9818368018

ER'S CLASSE

“As per latest annual report by UPSC,
Commerce & Accountancy has been

Its latest success rate of 12.9% is
higher than most popular optionals.”

from Rankers
incl. AIR 2, Garima Lohia

S days/week

64 tests

60 tests

14 tests
Latest

20 Dec.’23

ith paper II (Except Numericals)

www.rankersclasses.

18/1. 2nd Floor.,
Bada Bazar Marg,
lagar Delhi

sou

S EXAM WITH COMMERCE

=+



Now, Delhi plans November rain to breathe easy

Satvika Mahajan
NEW DELHI

Reeling from noxious air,
the national capital would
now be attempting to in-
duce artificial rain to tackle
the rising pollution levels.

Announcing this on
Wednesday, Delhi Environ-
ment Minister Gopal Rai
said he met experts from
IIT Kanpur to explore the
possibility of cloud seeding
for rain, and the cloudy
weather forecast for No-
vember 20-21 could pro-
vide an opportune time to
execute the plan. Cloud
seeding has been attempt-
ed earlier in other parts of
the country as well, includ-
ing Maharashtra.

-

—

Clearing the air: An anti-smog gun sprays water droplets to curb air
pollution in the national capital on Wednesday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

The Delhi government,
he said, will receive a de-
tailed proposal from the in-
stitute that would be sub-
mitted to the Supreme
Court for its go-ahead. Mr.
Rai also cleared the confu-
sion over the implementa-
tion of the ‘odd-even’ or

vehicle-rationing scheme,
saying the government
would submit two case stu-
dies to the court for its pe-
rusal and nod for roll-out.
Lieutenant-Governor Vi-
nai Kumar Saxena, in a post
on X, also referred to the
meeting with experts from

IIT Kanpur. “... Enquired
about the effectiveness of
the technology and asked
them to submit a concrete
proposal,” he said.

Equipment ready
“We have an aircraft and
cloud seeding equipment,
and our team has been
closely monitoring the
cloud situation,” said Pro-
fessor Sachchida Nand Tri-
pathi, member, steering
and monitoring commit-
tee, National Clean Air Pro-
gramme, IIT Kanpur.
While proposing the
plan to the Supreme Court
on Friday, the AAP govern-
ment intends to request for
cooperation from the
Centre through the court.

On the odd-even
scheme, Mr. Rai said the
government would be sub-
mitting studies from the
Energy Policy Institute at
the University of Chicago
and the Delhi Technologi-
cal University regarding
the scheme’s effectiveness.

The Supreme Court had
on Tuesday called the Del-
hi government’s efforts as
“all optics” and wondered
if the odd-even scheme
curbed vehicular pollution
in the past. The top court
has asked the government
to look at short-term steps
to mitigate the situation on
an immediate basis.

MORE REPORTS
» PAGE 2




The silver iodide aids in the

How cloud seeding works
formation of ice crystals
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Cloud seeding

Traditional method of rainmaking, in use since the 1940s
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substances into ., , , , , , surfaces for condensation
the atmosphere , , S S that creates water droplets

3 Once the condensation
creates water droplets that
are large enough, the rain will fall




OPENING UP THE CLOUDS

WHAT IS CLOUD SEEDING

A weather-modification technology that
can create rain in drought-affected areas
and also help fight air pollution

HOW IT WORKS

Scientists use aircraft or rockets to inject /
silver iodide or another substance into /
the atmosphere to mimic ice nuclei

HELPING HAND

Clouds often lack naturally
occurring ice nuclei, so
injecting them with silver

iodide particles (which are The amount of rain or snow a cloud can produce depends on
very similar in structure to ice) a balance between the number of ice nuclei inside it and the
increases the number of nuclei amount of water available to grow around those nuclei

HOW IT It makes the clouds more efficient at generating ice crystals that either fall as
HAPPENS snowflakes or melt to produce raindrops, depending on temperatures in and beneath
the cloud. Cloud seeding is also used to disperse fog banks near some airports




WHAT IS CLOUD SEEDING?

rocess to augment

rainfall by spread-
ing either dry ice (or
more commonly silver
wdide aerosols) into
upper pa:t of clouds to try and stim-
ulate precipitation process for rain

CHEMICALS USED

> Silver jodide,
potassium iodide
and dry ice {solid
carbon dioxide).
Liquid propane,
which expands
into a gas, has aiso
been used.

» Use of

table sait is
becoming
more popular £

METHODS

» Cloud seeding chemicals
may be dispersed by aircraft

» Using dispersion
devices on ground
(generatoss or canis-
ters fired from anti-air-
craft guns or rockets)

A

» For release by -
aircraft, silver iodide flares are
ignited and dispersed as an aircraft
flies through clouds

N

ARTIFICIAL RAIN: WILL IT WORK?

USED IN  ssomer PAST EXPERIENCE IN
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EFFECT ON EXPERIMENTS
ENVIRONMENT I xperiments conducted by
mpact of cloud - the Indian Institute of Tropi-
| seeding on cal Meteorology in Pune report-
environment hasbeen  ed to show an indication of 24%
proved to be minimal enhancement in precipitation
» During 2008 Summer IN CHINA
Olympics in Beijing, clouds T
weree seeded using rockets A
sothat there wouldbeno |
rain during the opening 1
and closing ceremonies
Effect on environment AN
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HOME [ SCI-TECH

IITM Pune demonstrates cloud seeding can
produce rainfall @se

The approximate cost of producing water through cloud seeding was 18 paisa per litre; the cost will drop
by more than 50% if we use indigenous seeding aircraft

October 28,2023 09:00 pm | Updated 09:00 pm IST
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ED issues fresh summons to

TMC's Abhishek Banerjee

The

on

issued fresh
CTMC> meneral secretary ADBIhOL Bancrice 10
e agency in

connection with the

The ED had earlier summoned the Diamond
Harbour MP to appear before it on October 9,

pped the October 3 summons.

Rahul ups the ante on
paddy procurement in
poll-bound Chhattisgarh

Congress’ pledge to hike paddy prices to 33.200 per

is just the

he says; asks why

BJP leaders send their children to English schools, but do not want tribals to do the same

RAIPUR

SP. BSP should join hands to
defeat BJP in 2024: Maurya

Mahan Dal president Keshav Dev

Maurya, who

heads the party that is said to have support
mmong scans sections 6f Osher Backward Classes

(OBC) in

on Wedneaday said the BJP in the
SPte could be defoated it an AIBANCS & forged

berween the Sanla]\n adi Party (SP) and the

ahujan Samaj
Parliamentary poll. Adat

arcy (BSP) like In the
an Dal is said

backing from OBC commamities such as
and the Kushwahas. Mr- Maurya also called for a
class

broader
forces in the State for t.he 2024 Lok Sabha
election to take on the ruling party at the Centre.

el belt of Saxguja. A
Gandhi also alleged that
the Bharatiya Janata Party
did tribals o

English medium school
ation.

“we announced
mm you will get £3.200 per
uintal [of paddyl. you c.
rite it down. Five yeals
fagol, 1 hzd said 22, 00,

and now I am saying tha
the b-egnmng will be with
¥3.200... the beginning.

Making his poimt: Congress leader Rahul Gandhs addressing n
election rally in Chhattisgarh's Jashpur on Wednesday. A

do whatever we can.”
sasd.

Paddy  procurement
prices and the allied pro-
mise to waive farm loans
are critical kesuas in the
elections, more 50 in the
second phase on
ber 17 ‘when (he Tertie

fulfilled, and accused the
BJP and Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi of
“The Prime Ainister
came here and told all of
you that he will put in 215
lakh. did

inister is lying, we
do not want the Bill. You all

know who tells the truth
and who lies,” he said.

the BJP for using the term
vanvasi (forest-dwellers) to
refer to the tribal popula-
tion. instead adivasis
(original innabnams) Cit-
ing the incident where a
BJP worker urinated on a
tribal man in Sidhi in Mad-
hya Pradesh, the Congress
leader asserted that it re-
flected “the P's
mindset”.

Promising that a caste
survey would be conduct-
ed from day one if the Con-

you

‘Rahul convinced
of Cong’s defeat
in Assembly polls’

BHOPAL

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Yogl Adityanath on

said Rahul
Cant Y cominced that

the Congress was going to
lose in the ongoing As-

M.
Panna

ple (displaced

Congress played with our faith,
say= Yo Adityanath

floods) kepe wandering for
many days. Modiji was the
Chief Minister of Guja-
rat_._he said he wanted to
help there but the Con-
gress governments in the
State and Centre did not
give permission,” Mr. Ads
tyanath

As soon as Mr. Modi got
the opportunity, he started

busil

s
is a problem while
BIP believes in finding so-
Iutions,” he said.

Panneerselvam camp exploring
options after HC restrains him
from associating with AIADMK

THENNAI

wnh the Madras lﬁgh
restraini
AIAI.)MKS former coordl»
nator O. Panneerselvam
from associating himself
Jith the party in any form.
is examining dif-
Torent  options to face the
situari

For the time being, the
ap]

wait till the poll schedule is
out for the Lok Sabl\a elet-
tion, after

Pratch the B for the Sior.

from giving the impression
that he was the general se-
cretary of the party, as the

JD(S), BJP will work
like a family to win
all 28 LS seats: HDK

SHIVAMOGGA

l-ormer Chief’ Mims:ar H.D.
is not both-

2024 Lok Sabha elections
because his target is to en-
sure that the JD(S)-BIP al-
liance wins. seats in
Karnataka.

Singapore on a private vi-
sit, has called a meeting of

media con-

to Mr. did not

senior on
to discuss the im-

the

of the court or-

of “general secretary.

panel to

Prevent Mr. Palaniswami

As for political options, the
edominant view in me

canlp is to sail with the

the AMMK |edl7y IV D nm-

nakaran, and many
like-minded parties. Tven
if the High Court's order

ts reinforced in the fu-
ture, the camp may like to

=3
Meanwhile, Mr. Palanis-

tions for lhe Lok Snbha
poll.

o in
Karnataka is rattled after
he met senior leaders of
the WP & coupls of thnas

‘e talked

Hance with the BJP are still

liance with State leaders of
the BJP. Talking with only

Palakkad veteran trumps man
from Gibraltar to enter Guinness
as world’s longest-serving lawyer

PALAKKAD

Seventy-three years and 60

out
Gibraltar government la-
Louis Triay's Guin-
Doss record of 70 years and
311 days. Louis died in Fe-
bruary this year at 94.

M1 Menon i 97 and still

v intact
Rather he loves falling back

ment Law College, Chen-

nai). He shifted his practice

to Palakkad after two years
Court.

at Madras High -
It was a veteran judge at
a sub-court in Kochi who

advised Mr. Menon to fo-
cus on civil law when he

won a cr case as a ju-
nior 1 . “That was a
turning t in my career
and life. | begin my days by
remembering that senior
judge,” said Mr. Menon,
sha.nng his early
experience:

In a chat with the media

is no point in arguing too
much in courts, add
“My plaint,

na-
tion and arguments are al-
ways short.”

In Karnataka, ‘vocal for local’ doesn’t translate into uptake of State’s languages

Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

language in schools has
been hamstrung by legal
hurdles as well as resis-
tance from non-State
board schools.

a slogan,~ said taka Despite two successive
Chief Minister Siddara- Acts to ensure the same,
ah, as he led the State-  private schools ted
wide celebrations of the with Central boards (CBSE,
jyotsava  CI and following the

and SO years of NCERT have
Mysore Stat not been Kanna-

in a colourful event at the

da as the first or second

vember 1. He added that

Kannada should used as
an official language in ad;
ministrative language and

and even non-Kannadigas
living in the State ought to

learn the S
The ‘vocal for local®
push from the top to ele-
status of Kannada

Legal push
The new Kannada Lan-
guage Comprehensive De-

. 2022,
which was by both
Houses in the State during
the prev BIP rn-
ment's tenure, builds on

From legat hundies to ressstanc

learn Kannada as first or
second language in a
The new

Act adds a for

taught as 2 compulsory Ianguage i il achooks, FLEEvoTo

rents and schools, there are cbstacles gatore for Kannada to be

tion, and makes way for re-

servation higher, te

cal and _ professional
for

vislon to teach Kannada as
second or

tificate and Control) Rules,
2022. It is this provisional
many

instead of a first or
Secon: %

It isn"t just schools that
seem disgruntled with the
stipulations of these Acts -
20 parents of students en-

High in August
'3 against the State go-
s to

in a regional language from
pre-primary to Class 12
eanwhile, in 2015, the
Karnataka  government
amended the Right to Edu-
cation Act, 2009, when a
was in both

schools. Howeve
the Bill being forwa
in 2017 with

the
make pul-  the
sory language.
Nx-m hope posed to
owever, there seems to
be aray of hope. In a move

in the rules of the

is, into

e lan-
higher, technical

some drag. The in classes 1to X in  guage in However, the govern-
mandatory teaching 6f the  all schools In the State will  and_ professional educa-  ment had aiso made & Pro-
T T S T Ve G W T SR SRR U TE135% 8 S o TS RIS G T IO

2015 a.nd (he Ka.rna!aka
Educational _ Institutions
dssue of No Objection Cer-

in
with the Centre’s National
Education Policy (NEP).
the CBSE has allowed
schools to offer education

of -
nos. the Union Ministry of
Education. which is sup-

send this Bill to
the President of India with

condary ar lertlary level;
the

Peetha of M Mangalore IJn—
Iversity has finished
paring the syllabus ofa.;;::

unguag and hopes to in.
troduce it soon.
However, though these

a
not taken any action so far.

Other languages
In an effort o promote
non-K

e spoken by a
targe m: number of people,
students ope for
Their study due to Dk of
iob opportunities  with

spoken in various regions

their
postgraduate degree.-
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Palakkad veteran trumps man
from Gibraltar to enter Guinness
as world’s longest-serving lawyer

Abdul Latheef Naha
PALAKKAD

Seventy-three years and 60
days of practice as a lawyer
is a Guinness World Re-
cord. Palakkad’s veteran ci-
vil lawyer P.B. Menon has
brought that world record
to India by knocking out
Gibraltar government la-
wyer Louis Triay’s Guin-
ness record of 70 years and
311 days. Louis died in Fe-
bruary this year at 94.

Mr. Menon is 97 and still
attends the courts with the
vivacious zest of a begin-
ner. “He is a phenomenon,
a legal institution from
which today’s practition-
ers have many lessons to
learn,” said Deputy Direc-
tor of Prosecution P.
Premnath.

The world’s longest
serving lawyer had entered
the India Book of Records a
few months ago. At 97, his
memory remains intact.
Rather he loves falling back

P.B. Menon

on nostalgic moments at
the beginning days of his
career in the early 1950s.

After graduating from
Government Victoria Col-
lege, Palakkad, in 1947 Mr.
Menon studied law from
Madras Law College (now
Dr. Ambedkar Govern-
ment Law College, Chen-
nai). He shifted his practice
to Palakkad after two years
at Madras High Court.

It was a veteran judge at
a sub-court in Kochi who

advised Mr. Menon to fo-
cus on civil law when he
won a criminal case as a ju-
nior lawyer. “That was a
turning point in my career
and life. I begin my days by
remembering that senior
judge,” said Mr. Menon,
sharing his early
experiences.

Rose Land, Mr. Menon’s
house at Puthur in Palak-
kad town, remains open to
everyone. He is approacha-
ble and affable to lawyers
of all ages.

There is no such thing as
minor or insignificant case
for him. “He approaches
all cases with utmost se-
riousness. Ensuring justice
for his client is his motto,”
said his daughter Subhadra
Muraleedharan.

In a chat with the media
here, Mr. Menon said there
is no point in arguing too
much in courts, adding,
“My plaint, cross-examina-
tion and arguments are al-
ways short.”
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Mahout gored to death by

elephant at Guruva

cam

An elephant gored its mahout to death at the
elephant camp of the Guruvayur Devaswom on

was as AR

incident

The
When Ratheesh was giving water to clephant
an_ Though the mahor

Chandrasel

ut was

rushed to hospital, he could not he sawd. The

elephant, who has o1
troublemaker, according to

nly one tusk,

known
o Tl i,

Dollar smuggling case: six
accused to pay 4.9 crore fine

The Customs has imj

posed a penalty of 4.9 crore

on the six accused in the dollar smuggling case
Seeaciohuil ik dtiplhoami O A RIARE

Aot Al Shoukry, former finance Tesd of

AE Consulate; M.

der, are

Wild elephant electrocuted
in Chittoor district of A.P.

A wild elephant was elect

trocuted after it

reportedly came in contact with a power
inan field at

Palli village of

Chittoor district in Andhra
on Wednesday. A herd of wild
the thickets of S.

Pradesh
elephants entered

SC refuses to vacate order on
temple priests in Tamil Nadu

Court had passed interim order on September 25 on the basis of a series of petitions: it was
alleged that the State was attempting to appoint ‘norn-believers” as Archakas in Agamic temples

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
on Wednesday did
not vacate or mod-
ify its September 25 inte-

temples governed by the
age-old Agamas in Tamil
Nadu.

The status quo order
was passed on the basis of
a serles of petitions alleg-
ing that the State govern
ment was artempting o ap-
poloe it latierere

Archakas  (priests),
trary to he Agamas (post-
Vedic scripture of ritual
knowledge).

et our status quo or-
der continue. Heavens will

Ao

not fall,” Justice M.M. Sun-
dresh, on a Bench headed

by Justice AS. Bopanna
said, listing the case for Ja-
nuary 25, 2024,

filling of 2,405
vacancies for Archakaship
in the Agamic temples.
Further, it would impact

Let the status
quo order of

ciation, represented by se-
nior advocates Guru Krish-

nakumar, P. \ralliappan
and G.

e
Heavens will not fall.

JUSTICE MM, SUNDRESH
SCude

the required training con-
templated for persons who
had compleled courses
from the Archaka training
school. “This will cause

Balaji, to
quash the rmment di-
rectives in July and August
to “train persons in the

Noida police question
YouTuber Elvish Yadav
in snake venom case

NEW DELsI

The Noida police on Wed-
o

performance of poojas/ce-
3 ¥

to the Agamas™.
Senior advocates C.S.
Vaidyanathan and Vikas
. also for the petition-
ers arraigned against the
Seare id the

great
ing poojas in Agannc tem-
ples” he stresse

ga\-ernmen( had
filod an pent Spplication
for the vacation of the inte-
rim order on the petitions
filed by several parties, in-
cluding All India Adi Saiva
Sivacharyargal Seva Asso-

sa;
rnment, by “appoint-
ihg and transfecring Archa-
kas, has virtually taken ov-
er the

Agama temples”.

of the

for questioning on Tues-
day night.

‘A police officer said the
interrogation lasted for

length regarding his invol-
vement in the case. ~We

snakes were procured. We

Mr. Dave that
appointments were a secu-
lar function of the govern-
ment.

Murugha math seer
gets bail in one case

BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court
on Wednesday granted bail
to Shivamurthy Murugha
Shar: -

irds_

Court  said
though medical report of
the two girls (which stated

Shivamurttry Murughs Sharanans

their hymen were intact)

has only corroborative va-

lue, it has to be considered

in the light of statements
2 hem.

Police widen dragnet
for escaped ‘Maoists’

XOZHIKODE

Party of India Seaois o
lowing a gun bartle at Pel'L
¥= i Wieynnad o Tos

The forces haw
dened the dragnet in thetr
search for two women who

escaped after the encoun-
ter and also for others op-
erating in the tri-junction
of the three States of Kera-
la, Karnataka, and Tamil

zeroed in on four suspect-

Ed CPI()dam , in-

three women, at

l’eri)a on Tuesday night as

art of an ongoing routine
rcise.

him
rave parties as well.” the of-
Bicer sasd.

Mr. Yadav is among the
six persons booked in the

the custody of the other
five accused for
questioning.

The case was registered
under the Wildlife (Protec-
tion) Act on November 4

purchasing make venom.

M had allegedly
put hism 1 touch with e
other five persons.

In the Surajpur Wetland

“Siddharth Kumar Singh,
director at
Awareness

a
which allegedly unearthed

e accused's involvement

in supplying snake venom

the People imals. an
NGO run b) BJP MP Mane-

the police,

con-
tacted the YouTuber for

Assoc
told The Hindu that if ve-
om fr

o rom a
snake, it doesn't die. - Ve-
nom is a mix of enzymes
and proteins. Once extract-
ed, snakes create &t after
1015 days.” he said.
Regarding the use of
snake venom as a narcotic,
B Singh said, according
0 experi, i fa converted

St & powdar, natned with
1i piosd and then in-
jected in the tongue. It is

Naidu’s bail
plea in sand
mining case
adjourned

VIAYAWADA

And Pradesh  High
Court on Wednesday ad-
journed former Chie:
nister N. Chandral
du’s  antic

Chief Minister's arrest ull
the medical bail in the skill
development scam case ex-

AMr. Naidu and some of
his former TDP Ministers
and M of
committing irregularities
in ¢he fmplementation of

legedly <zused e e
State exchequer.

Sudden showers

Motorists caught in a

As per india
thunderstoems, is expected across Andhra Pradesh in the next few days. K35 5

Karnataka orders water supply
board to utilise 24 tmcft of
Cauvery water for Bengaluru

ter needs of Benga)um ury
and its surrounding
Deputy Chief Minister

portfolio, held a meeting
with the ka's legal
team in the national capital
and said the Bengaluru Wa-
ter Suppl

sons, Mr. Shivakumar said
in 2018, the Supreme
Court had stipulated that
24 tmcft of water can be
used for drinking water

luru.

BWSSB is unusmg g
of water.
Mr.  Shivakumar said

keeping in
Zrowih of the City in the
next 20 year:

“wWater should be made

day Bengaluru Nosth is
growing at a rapid speed
and there is a need to pro-
\1de ‘water,” he said.

‘hen asked if Tamil Na-
du would raise objections

to the use nlzd
for Bengalur e “raid,
Drin nE wacer is our first

-

ity and we are follo:
fng the order given by the

Gn 2018). We have given
life to the Court’s

Board (BWSSE) should utik
ise 24 tmcft of Cauvery wa-
ter for drinking purposes
of Bengalhuru.

S w©

Sreas incliding Anekat

Harohalli, Bengaluru
North. We are also provid-
ing water to Kempe

Al

rport. To-

cmdex: We =il rasere thi

water in_the
Krishnaraja Sagar (KRS) or
any part of the Cauvery ba-
e

Kerala forms Organic Farming
Mission to boost agriculture

Out of the woods: 85-year-old woman
survives two nights in forest amid rain

VAMOGGA

An 85 yenr-old - woma
from

0 went missing
dagal v\‘llage in xamanxa
on Noveml

set aside for organic farm-
ing. Another mandate of
the mission is to make sure
that selecte

Monister the o
Farming Mission in Thiruvananthapuram on Wednesday. FILE FHOTO

agricultural products from
Kerala. An ofganic farming
protocol, which is in sync

farms of organic farming

ad
A e relsed w the
mission on Oct 26.
In farms run by the Agri-
ture

e the sys-

and marketing of organic

mented as part of the activ-
ite.

s.

‘The mission will also fo-
cus on value addition of or-
ganic pr

wild animals, braving hea-
vy rain.

After she was traced by
the local people, as she got
into the ambulance, the
first thing she told her fa-

Sharsdamma, after being
rescued. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

check-up at the gowern-
ment hospital in Nagara.

Ms. Sharadamma has

pa Gowda, and the fa-
of her son Jayasheela.
She went missing around 3

p.m_ on November S after
ft home to check if
suay canle | had ventured
. As she

dld not mm by evening,
family members started

oy s well but there was
gn of her. Their pet
dog. Ehich nad gone with

lead in the operation.
Eventually, Ms. Sharadam-
ma was found about six ki-
lometre away from her

He: HK. Ma-
hantesh, mm -mg Hindu
that she had

if stray catle had entered
the farm. “In her attempt
to chase the cattle away,
she for

Superinten-
dent of Police G.K. Mithun
Kumar sent a dog squad to
assist the search operation.

Ra-

ficer (RFO) Jeevan took the

some distance, and lost
her way. On the first day,
she was accompanied by
the dog. It iz 2 miracle how
she survive

When the search team
reached her, found
bisten by leeches.

“When she was finally
found, the villagers were
all happy. Many visited the
hospital to greet her,”
Mahan

tesh added.
D

Mr

Kalamassery
blasts: vlogger
booked for
comments

KocH:

The Kerala Police have

Report

(wantonly giving provoca-
tion with nt to cause
riot) of the Indian Penal
Code against a woman
vlogger, Lasitha Palackal,
and

social media posts.
are from Ernakulam.
The duo reporte

-dly

tried to connect People’s

Democratic Party (PDP)

leader Abdul Nasir Mauda-

ny with the muliple blasts

at a convention centre at
Kalamassery
October 29.




Kerala forms Organic Farming
Mission to boost agriculture

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Kerala government
has created an Organic
Farming Mission to en-
courage the adoption of
sustainable organic and cli-
mate-smart farming prac-
tices in the State. The mis-
sion aims at expanding
organic farming to 5,000
hectares in the next five
years through an annual
target of 1,000 ha.

Agriculture Minister P.
Prasad announced the for-
mation of the mission here
on Wednesday. The go-
vernment had formally is-
sued orders related to the
mission on October 26.

In farms run by the Agri-
culture Department, at
least 10% of the area will be

2

Kerala Agriculture Minister announces the formation of Organic
Farming Mission in Thiruvananthapuram on Wednesday. FILE PHOTO

set aside for organic farm-
ing. Another mandate of
the mission is to make sure
that selected beneficiaries/
farms of organic farming
schemes pursue the sys-
tem at least for five years.
The mission will take
steps to expand the system
for certification, branding,
and marketing of organic

agricultural products from
Kerala. An organic farming
protocol, which is in sync
with protocols prevalent at
the national and interna-
tional levels, will be imple-
mented as part of the activ-
ities.

The mission will also fo-
cus on value addition of or-
ganic products.
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Organic Carbon Stock

Kerala A N

Figures signify content of organic carbon in tonnes per hectare. More the
organic carbon, better the potential for organic farming

ORGANIC
FARMING

Digital map identifying areas holding
high potential for organic farming
prepared by ICAR-National Bureau of
Soil Survey and Land Use Planning
(NBSS&LUP), ICAR-Indian Institute of
Soil Science, Bhopal, and Food and
Agricultural Organisation (FAO)

Since 2011, around 2 lakh samples
collected and analysed at different
regional centres

Findings
Entire North- Eastern India fit

for organic farming with high
content of organic carbon in soil

In Central and southern

India, parts of Kerala, Karnataka,
Goa and Mahara possess rich organic
carbon, ideal for organic farming

e In Northern India, Himachal

Pradesh, Chandigarh, Uttarakhand
and Part of Jammu and Kashmir are
the best zones.
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omparison between Conventional, Organic and ZBNF -

ontext: As per the new study, Zero Budget Natural Farming (ZBNF) in
Andhra Pradesh has led to significantly higher crop yield

Aspect Conventional Organic Farming Zero Budget Natural
Farming Farming
Use of Uses chemical Discourages use (not Prohibits the use of any
chemicals fertilizers and prohibits) of chemical chemical or organic
pesticides fertilizers and pesticides, | fertilizers or pesticides
extensively relies on natural methods
Use of Relies on external Relies on organic Relies only on locally
external sources for manures | manures and fertilizers | available and farm-based
resources and fertilizers from external sources resources e.g.,
Bijamrita and Jeevamrutha
Soil Relies on plowing, Still requires basic agro | No plowing, tilling, or
preparation | tilling, and mixing practices like plowing fertilizers used, encourages
of manures and tilting decomposition of organic
matter on soil surface
Weed control | Uses chemical Encourages natural Considers weeds as essential,
herbicides or methods of weed control, | uses them as living or dead
mechanical weeding | such as mulching mulch layer
Pest control | Uses chemical Uses natural pest control | Uses natural, farm-made
pesticides methods, such as pesticides like Dashparni
biological control and ark and Neem Astra
natural pesticides
Cost Can be expensive Can be expensive due to | Can be done almost in zero
due to the cost of the cost of organic inputs | budget, using only locally
external inputs and | and labour available and farm-based
machinery resources
Sustainability | Has a negative Promotes sustainability, | Promotes sustainability,
impact on the protects soil quality and | works with the local
environment, biodiversity biodiversitv and ecologv
and biodiversity




Organic cultivation in North-Eastern region

(In hectares)
State Area In conversion
Sikkim 74,094




India has More Organic Farmers India Saw the Third Highest

Than Any Other Country Annual Increase of Organic
ndia 5,85,200 cmtlvabge I'?Mr!&??‘s
Ethiopia 2,03,602 & Australia 4.3, 50 000
Mexico 2,00,039 us 474 810
Uganda 190,670 ndia 4 60,000

Philippines 1 65,958

Spain 2,58,095

Source: Research Institute or Organic Agriculture (FIBL);
Internationai Fegeration of Organic Agricuiture
Movements (IFOAM)




Australia has the Largest Organic  India has the Third Largest

Cultivable Land in the World Organic Wild Collection &
Total organic cultivable area i Beekeeping Area

2015 (million hectares) Total organic wild collection area in

Australia 22.6 2’; ;?!;ﬁr::o]"}é\cazfg)
.

Argentina 3.1 e —
a
us 2 .
India 37
— s Namibia 2°
Chinz 1.6 e ﬂ =7

iiaﬁ-uanu =



Here’s how organic farming
can benefit our planet and wellbeing:

Energy
Savings

Organic practices
o could help reduce
the energy used in

Fresh Air farming up to 45%.4

Switching to the use of
organic farming practices
across the US could help
eliminate carbon dioxide
from the air equivalent to
at least a third of the
cars in our world.?

Nature’s Ally

In a world where nearly 40% of
the farming land is suffering
significant degradation, organic
farming can help protect soils
and conserve wildlife.*

Sources

1 www.kashi.com/natural-livin J' yrganic/
kashi-and-the-non j 10-project
ww.kashi.com/natt 'I‘ ng/organic
3.com/organic/benefits/global.html

4 rodaleinstitute.org/our-work/farming-systems-trial/




« There was an increase of nearly 50% in organic exports in 2018-19, touching
Rs. 5151 crore.

« Commencement of exports from Assam, Mizoram, Manipur and Nagaland to
UK, USA, Eswatini and Italy have proved the potential by increasing volumes

and expanding to new destinations as the demand for health
foods increases.
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Importance of ‘doss and damage’ funds

to bris

The story so far:
s the climate crisis intensifies,
Ip focus

countri
Prepare for and cope

elated
the lnml’slble of climate
that can't be d or
ed thr n effores.
They encompass the real losses that

es, and the degradatlon of

The sftermath of a flood in Smgtam,

Scoeystetsia and

‘What is the Loss and D
The call for affuent nations o

fundz

historic ponurlon is more than 30 yea!s
14 Hissoric pollution has elevased the
world's average surface temperature by
more than 1 degree Celsius and is

i on October 4. AN

The price of climate change

ally in the oot est nations.
19¢h Conference of the Parties
(COP 19 to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
in Warsaw, Mmld. in 2013,

Fotmally agreed & o abiieh e LaT>
fimacl. Tt mome Daing crasend o promide

economically developing nations mz-
\-ere incurring L&D due to climate

At COP 25, the Santiago Network for

to prepare recommendations that

wo

and potentially adopt by COP 28.
But so far, four meetings of the TC have

concluded with no clear

recommendatsons. And herein lies an

important problem.

‘What has caused the impasse at the
TC me:
The fousth mesting of the TC, or TOA,
ober 20, 2023, with no
nalising the

The unwillingness of wealthy nations to fulfil fund commitments undermines
faith in global climate negotiations.
LO MOST EXPENSIVE DISASTERS OF PAST DECAD
2022 2022: 2019:
in Floods in Typhoons Faxai
Europe Palkistan and Hagibis in
British Columbia Loss: $10.4bae Loss: $3b Japan
Loss: $8.9 billion (bn) Deaths: 1,50 Deaths 1,737 Faxai loss: $9.1bn

Deaths: 1,400

August 2021: Hurricane Ida in
Louisiana. New Jersey.

September 202:
Hurricane tan in
Florida

More
than $100bn
Deaths: 101

2017-2018:
wildfires in
Catifornia

2017 loss: $180bn
2017 deaths: 40
2018 loss: $148.5bn
2018 deaths: 103

1rma loss: $65 billion
Irma deaths: 134
raria ioss: $107bn
raria deaths: 4,600

Hagibis loss: $17ba
Hagibis deaths: 85

2019-2020:

<can have
as well, as

sulnerable and threaten

this fund to

THE GIST

~
Loss and Damage represents

to spill across borders

escalating consequences of climate
change on vulnerable communities and

a
efforts, leading to doubts about nations”
abiliry to collaborate effectively.

The discontent among developing

hrough adaptetion cforts.
-~

A% the 19th Conference of the
Bacttas f00e X85 85 tha Katid
Nations Frameu

nations stems from the that cl-":: Change
their concerns and needs are not (UNFCCC) in Wavs.‘ﬂc Poland,
the in 2013, of
community, making the path to climate B Sl Ko vy
action — and indeed other global issues —  387eed to estabish
even more complicated. Band.
Beyond the immediate diplomatic and o
The La

down cfdbe LAD fund has wlde-reachmg
implications. It
and u(acahal&s the suﬂeﬂng o!'

ses in

nations. These communities have

a critical component of global

cEmate change are sreversible
and beyond the capacity of
nations to handle.

to global
but today bear the brunt of climate

wironme: on
loss of vital ecasystems. which will
further worsen environmental crises.
causing irreversible harm to the earth.
Finally, climate-change-induced
can y
as well, as conflicts and tensions emerge

nations and to spill
across borders.

How will L&D funds ensure climate
Justice?

‘As we strive to mitigate the worst impacts
of climate change, we must remember
that adaptation and L&D are not mutually

Austr:
Lose: $1106n
Deaths: 34

© GRAPMIC MEWS

aar Ototnes OB O -
L&D fund. The principal bones of Source: Reuters
<contention had to
fund ac che World Bank. the foundational
by a new
P pomsitiies (asum_ Lo
Srions. and the Sligibity of all Bank is yet to confirm that it is willl

repar:
eneloping nations for the funds. The
the

to note that it charges an

differences on these counts
rift

and

nations at the TC4 mesting.
impromptu fifth meeting of the TC,

tht 1s TGS, n Abu Dhabi a few

nations, particularly the us..
have remained
bei

days back, and a set of recommendations
have been drafted and forwarded to COP
28. TCS was not on the original agenda —
a sign of contested the L&D fund
contimes to b
At the

gauity, and lisbility in the draft. The resule
is that their support is has

developed nations to provide money.

‘What are the implications of this
et

he TCS outcome highlights a profound
Tack of trust berween antaent 2nd
emerging economies regarding their

They exist on a continuum of climate
resflience. and both have a place in our
collective efforts to combat cli
change.
‘A successful response to climate
change requires us t balance the
Troral and financial re lity of
addressing the losses and damages thar

— regre! — an inescapable part of
a Gimatcakered

L&D fund was conceived as a

critical component of global

a
substantial divide between wealthy and
i nations,

~ This
yatered down the spiric and intent of the
L&D
l-\lnher there is currently no

nations
conceded to rhe fund being hasted by the

lons.
The unwillingness of wealthy nations

o fulfil intended commitments

undermines faith in global climarte

of equity. justice. and solidaricy
in the face of a changing ctimate
rwise, global climate action wall

purting more
e already beleaguered COP 25 tatks later
this month.
Indu K. Murthy is a Principal Research
< . Environment

of the size of the fund
such a statement was quashed r
U.K. and Australia. The

World Fund

Bank
for an interim period of four years,

e
3

the U.
current draft simply urges and invites

change. It repre: a missed
take Concrece steps to combat the

e
to address climate
chance to

spirit

heading the Climate,
‘and Sustainability Sector at the Center.
Study of Science. Technology and Policy
(CSTEP), a research-based think tank.




The story so far:

s the climate crisis intensifies,
two terms are in sharp focus —
adaptation and ‘loss and
damage’ (L&D). Adaptation is
the proactive response to climate change,
the art of survival by which communities
and countries make deliberate choices to
prepare for and cope with climate-related
challenges. In contrast, L&D represents
the irreversible consequences of climate
change: impacts that can’t be avoided or
mitigated through adaptation efforts.
They encompass the real losses that
extend beyond monetary value and cut to
the core of human rights and well-being.
L&D includes economic losses, human
casualties, and the degradation of
ecosystems and cultural heritage.




What is the Loss and Damage fund?
The call for affluent nations to
acknowledge their accountability for
historic pollution is more than 30 years
old. Historic pollution has elevated the
world’s average surface temperature by
more than 1 degree Celsius and is
currently inflicting damage worldwide,
but especially in the poorest nations.

At the 19th Conference of the Parties
(COP 19) to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
in Warsaw, Poland, in 2013,
representatives of member countries
formally agreed to establish the L&D
fund. It was being created to provide
financial and technical assistance to
economically developing nations that
were incurring L&D due to climate
change.

e © R

At COP 25, the Santiago Network for
L&D was set up, but countries didn’t
commit any funds. Subsequently, at COP
26, the Glasgow Dialogue on finance for
L&D was established to continue
discussions over the next three years on
the fund. Finally, at COP 27 in November
2022, after intense negotiations,
representatives of the UNFCCC’s member
states agreed to set up the L&D fund and a
Transitional Committee (TC) to figure out
how the new funding mechanisms under
the fund would operate. The TC was also
to prepare recommendations that
countries would consider, deliberate on,
and potentially adopt by COP 28.

But so far, four meetings of the TC have
concluded with no clear
recommendations. And herein lies an
important problem.



10 MOST EXPENSIVE DISASTERS OF PAST DECADE

June-July 2021: Summer 2022: June-August 2022: August-October 2019:
Heatwave in Heatwave in Floods in Typhoons Faxai
Northwestern U.S., Europe Pakistan and Hagibis in

British Columbia Loss: $10.4bn+ Loss: $3bn Japan

Loss: $8.9 billion (bn) Deaths: 1,500
Deaths: 1,400

Deaths: 1,717 Faxai loss: $9.1bn
Hagibis loss: $17bn

Hagibis deaths: 85

August 2021: Hurricane Ida in
Louisiana, New Jersey,

New York

Loss: $75bn

Deaths: 107

September 2022:7
Hurricanelanin

Florida . July 2021: 2019-2020:
Loss: More August-September 2017:  Floods in Bushfires in
than $100bn Hurricanes Harvey, Germany, Australia
Deaths: 101 Irma and Maria in Belgium, Loss: $110bn
Florida, Texas, Austria, Deaths: 34

2017-2018: Puerto Rico, Caribbean Switzerland,

Wildfires in Harvey loss: $125bn Netherlands

California Harvey deaths: 88 Loss: $41.7bn

2017 loss: $180bn
2017 deaths: 40
2018 loss: $148.5bn
2018 deaths: 103

Source: Reuters

Irma loss: $65 billion
Irma deaths: 134
Maria loss: $107bn
Maria deaths: 4,600

Deaths: 230

Total losses: $925.6bn+
Total deaths: 10,139

© GRAPHIC NEWS
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PM slams Nitish
over ‘indecent’
remarks: ‘He
has no shame,
his allies silent”

ANAND MOHAN J
BHOPAL NOVEMBER 8

PRIME MINISTER Narendra

fodi Wednesday criticised

i) Ciakes Rttotstes et
s crude ¢

OTE weOmvers T

. mean-
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With 148 varsities in QS Asia Rankings, India
has ‘most representation’, surpasses China

PALLAVISMART
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 8

THE INDIAN Institute of
Technology (IIT) Bombay, con-
tinues toretain its top ranking in
India, with China retaining its
top-most position in QS World
University Rankings: Asia 2024.
However, India has surpassed
China in the number of ranked
universities.

With 148 featured universi-
ties, “India is now the most repre-
sented higher education system”
in QS World University Rankings:
Asia. This shows 37 new entries
from India compared tolast year’s
report, whichis significantly more
than only seven new entries from
China (mainland). The UK-based
ranking agency, QS Quacquarelli
Symonds declared its Asia rank-
ing for the year 2024 on
Wednesday.

Peking University from China
(mainland) retains its top-most
position, this year too. A total of
seven Indian institutions feature
in the top 100 ranks of QS World
University Rankings: Asia; of

1ISc Bangalore 52
IIT Kharagpur 61
IIT Kanpur 66
DU 85

HOW INDIA’S TOP INSTITUTIONS FARE

Institute Asiaranking, Asia ranking, World ranking
2023 2024 2024
IIT Bombay 40 40 149
IIT Delhi 46 46 197
IIT Madras 53 53 285
58 225
59 271
63 278
94 407

*Source QS World University Rankings: Asia 2024

which five are IITs, whereas
other two include Indian
Institute of Science, Bangalore
and Delhi University.
According to the statement,
this edition is the largest to date,
featuring 856 institutions from
25 countries and Indian univer-
sities have demonstrated re-
markable resilience in the QS
Asian University Rankings with
just over half of the ranked uni-
versities declining in position, 21
improving, 15 unchanged and 37

new entries. “In fact, India takes
the lion’s share of the new en-
tries, while Mainland China sees
only seven new additions to its
list of ranked institutions,” states
the report. Ben Sowter, Senior
Vice President at QS, noted, “The
increasing visibility of Indian uni-
versities in the QS rankings re-
flects the dynamic expansion of
India's higher education land-
scape. While the significant
growth in the number of Indian
institutions and their research

contributions marks a notewor-
thy development in the region’s
educational profile, it also illumi-
nates the path ahead for India to
further elevateits standing in the
global academic community.”
The QS, a UK-based company
specialises in the analysis of
higher education institutions
around the world, ranked institu-
tions on the basis of 10 indicators
--academic reputation,employer
reputation, faculty-student ratio,
international relation network, ci-
tations per paper, paper per fac-
ulty, staff with PhD, international
faculty, international students,
and outbound exchange students.
While India falls below the
regional average in academic
reputation (11.8 vs 19) and em-
ployer reputation (9.6 vs 18), it
achieves the second-best re-
gional results in the papers per
faculty metric (36.0 vs 14.8)
among the higher education sys-
tems with more than 10 univer-
sities ranked. Seven Indian uni-
versities feature among the top
10 in the region for the papers
per faculty indicator. India has
achieved its best average score

for the ‘staff with PhD’ indicator
(42.3 vs 22), signalling a strong
research output and a highly
qualified faculty body. This is
only lower than Hong Kong SAR
(57.6) and Taiwan (47.3).

QS’ papers per faculty indica-
tor is measured based on paper
count over a five-year period, ex-
cluding the current one. Stating
thatIndia’s research output hasin-
creased exponentially from 2018
to 2022, the UK-based ranking
agency shared that it has in-
creased by some 60 per cent over
this period, “more thandouble the
global average,” shared the
agency, adding, “While China’s
growth rate for the same period is
9 per cent higher, at 69 per cent."

According to QS World
University rankings, “Reducing
the time frame of reference sug-
gests that India is closing this
growth gap. For example, from
2020 to 2022, China’s research
output grew by 31 per cent while
India’s grew by 29 per cent-a 7
per cent reduction in growth dif-
ference, suggesting that India is
catching up with its regional
competitor.”



Why Bhutan’s first military op in 140 yrs came against Indian insurgents

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI,NOVEMBER 8

BHUTAN KING Jigme Khesar Namgyel
Wangchuk met Prime Minister Narendra
Modion Monday, after a historic three-day
visit to Assam. Despite the 265.8-km bor-
der shared by Assam and Bhutan, this was
the first time that a Bhutanese monarch had
ever visited the state.

The visit was significant also because it
came after a tense period in the 1990s, when
the peaceful relationship between the
neighbours was complicated by Assam in-
surgent groups setting up camps in Bhutan.
This pushed the hill kingdom to undertake
its first military operation in 140 years.

(Rac~- .. .. ...

“Operation All Clear” waslaunched by the
Royal Bhutan Army on December 15, 2003,
and dealt a crippling blow to the United
Liberation Front of Asom (ULFA), the National
Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB), and
the Kamtapur Liberation Organisation (KLO),
active largely in West Bengal.

Why were Indian insurgents present
in Bhutan?

In the 1990s, the Indian military and the
Assam police launched successive crack-
downs against militant groups in Assam, put-
ting them under pressure. At the same time,
Bangladesh ceased to be a refuge, with the
pro-India Awami League government com-
ing to power in 1996 and taking action
against them. As a consequence, these

groups set up camps in South East Bhutan,
particularly in the Samdrup Jongkhar district
thatborders Assam. According to the Bhutan
government, at the time of its crackdown,
there were 13 ULFA camps, 12 NDFB camps
and 5 KLO camps inits territory.

What was Bhutan’s initial
approach?
Initially, Bhutan ignored

HISTORY

them out. A major factor behind this wasits
small and inexperienced military. However,
the talks did not yield any outcome despite
five rounds with the ULFA and three rounds
with the NDFB. The smallest of the three
groups, the KLO, snubbed efforts at dialogue.

What finally led to the
crackdown?
On the day of its crack-

the Indian insurgents and did
not engage with them. However, pressure
began to mount as their presence strained
ties with India — Bhutan's neighbour,
biggest funder and trade partner.

The Bhutan government entered into di-
alogue with these groups in 1998, but was
still reluctant to take coercive action to drive

down, the Royal Bhutan
Government laid out all the factors which
had pushed it to military action. It under-
lined that the presence of the insurgents
had become a “direct threat to Bhutan's sov-
ereignty and national security.”

“Of particular concern are the misper-
ceptions surrounding their presence and

the implications on the excellent bilateral
relations with India, which is of the highest
importance for the Royal Government and
the Bhutanese people,” a government state-
ment said.

It stated that apart from this, their pres-
ence had taken a toll on development and
economic activities in Bhutan, including the
stalling of the Dungsam Cement Project as
well as the closure of education institutes
invulnerable areas.

Political Science professor and re-
searcher Arijit Mazumdar wrote in his pa-
per, Bhutan’s Military Action Against Indian
Insurgents, that another major factor had
been fears that the insurgent groups would
supply arms to the ethnic Nepalese
Lhotshampas — subjected to repressive

policies by the Bhutan government.

What was the result of the operation?

On December 15, the 6,000-member
Royal Bhutan Army launched simultaneous
attacks on camps of all three outfits.
Logistical and medical assistance was pro-
vided by the Indian Army, which also sealed
the Indo-Bhutan border so militants could
not escape into India.

In January 2004, India’s Chief of Army
Staff, General NC Vij, claimed that at least
650 insurgents had been either killed or
captured. Among the top leaders captured
were ULFA idealogue and founding mem-
ber Bhimkanta Buragohain, ULFA publicity
secretary Mithinga Daimary, and KLO crack
squad chief Tom Adhikary.



Top 500 ranking, no online class: UGC rules for foreign varsities

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, November 8

THE UNIVERSITY GRANTS
Commission (UGC) onWednes-
day notified the regulations for
foreign universitiestoset upand
operate theircampusesin India.

“The regulations aim to
facilitate the entry of Foreign
Higher Educational Institu-
tions (FHEIs) into India, in line
with the NEP recommenda-
tionsandtoprovideaninterna-
tional dimension tohigheredu-
cationinIndia.

“These regulations aim to
ensure that the education
imparted in the (India) campus
is at par with that of the main
campusin the countryoforigin
and that its operations comply
with the applicable laws and
regulations,” UGC chairman M
Jagadesh Kumar said.

Accordingtotheregulations,
“Foreign institutions intending
to establish campuses in India
should have secured a position
within the top 500 in the over-
all category of global rankings,
as decided by the commission

M Foreign institutions
will be allowed to
offer programmes
leading to certificates,
diplomas and degrees

from time to time, or should
have secured a position within
the top 500 in the subject-wise
category of global rankings and
should possess outstanding
expertise in a particulararea,as
decided by the commission
from time to time."

In case an FHEI desires to
receive or utilise foreign contri-
butions, it will have to obtain
registration or prior permission
underthe Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Act, 2010 and
comply with legal requirement
under the FCRA, the UGC

stated.

In their Indian campuses,
foreign universities will be
allowed to offer study pro-
grammes leading to the award
of certificates, diplomas,
degrees, research and other
programmesat the undergrad-
uate, postgraduate, doctoral
and post-doctoral levels.

“Foreign universities cannot
open learning centres, study
centres, or franchises that may
act as representative offices of
the parent entity to undertake
promotional activities for their

programmes in their home
jurisdiction or any other juris-
diction outside India. They are
required to seek prior approval
from the commission before
startinganynew programmein
their campus in India," the reg-
ulations said.

“No programmes can be
offeredinonline orin Openand
Distance Learning modes
under these regulations. How-
ever, lectures in online mode
not exceeding 10% of the pro-
gramme requirements are
allowed,”itadded.

QS Asia rankings: India pips China

The Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Bombay has
retained its top position in India in the QS World University
Rankings-Asia,and India has surpassed China in the num-
ber of ranked universities.

According to the rankings announced on Wednesday, India
is now the "most represented higher education system",
with 148 featured universities, 37 more than last year.It is
followed by Mainland China with 133 and Japan with 96.
Myanmar, Cambodia and Nepal featured in the rankings
for the first time. Like last year, IISc Bangalore, Delhi Uni-
versity and five IITs secured positions in the elite top 100
institutes in Asia. —PTI
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The Artificial Intelligence (Al)
Safety Summit 2023 held at

Bletchley Park, England has

marked a significant turning
point in the global approach to
tackling the challenges posed

by frontier Al technologies.

To tackle these challenges, 28
major countries, including the
United States, China, India, and
the European Union, signed the
Bletchley Park Declaration at
this first-ever Al Safety Summit.




* This landmark declaration seeks to create a collective
understanding and coordinated approach to address the
potential risks and benefits of advanced Al systems, known as
frontier Al.

« The next summit will be hosted by France within a year, and South Korea will co-
host a mini virtual Al summit in the next six months.



* India's Stance at the Summit:

» India has shifted from a stance of not considering Al regulation
to actively formulating regulations based on a risk-based, user-
harm approach.

* India called for a global framework for the expansion of ethical” Al
tools, signaling a commitment to responsible Al usage


https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/fostering-ethical-ai




» With the present state of development, Artificial Intelligence can effectively do which of
the following? (2020)

1.Bring downrelectricity consumption in industrial units
2.Create meaningful short stories and songs
3.Disease diagnosis

4. Text-to-Speech Conversion

5.Wireless transmission of electrical energy

» Select the correct answer using the code given below:

« (@)1,2,3and 50nly
(b) 1,3 .and 4 only
(c) 2,4 and 5 only
(d)1,2,3,4and 5
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* India celebrates as Vidit Santosh Gujrathi (FIDE Grand Swiss)

and Vaishali Ramesh Babu (FIDE Women's Grand
Swiss) secure victories in the FIDE Grand Swiss Open, earning
coveted spots in the 2024 Candidates Tournament for a chance

to challenge the World Chess Champion.



* The World Chess Championship 2024 is scheduled to take
place in Toronto, Canada in April 2024.
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« Consider the following statements in respect of the 44th Chess Olympiad, 2022:(2023)
1.1t was the first time that Chess Olympiad was held in India.

2.The official mascot was named Thambi'.

3.The trophy for the winning team in the open section is the Vera Menchik Cup.

4.The trophy for the winning team in the women's section is the Hamilton-Russell Cup.

« How many of the statements given above are correct?

 (a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) Only three
(d) All four
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* It promotes inclusivity, and gender equality, and aims to enhance
women’s role in ensuring access to safe drinking water for their
households.

* The campaign is part of the Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban
Transformation (AMRUT) and has the potential to create positive
community impact and serve as a model for future initiatives.



Kawah ljen Crater Lake
(East Java, Indonesia)
Source: India Today




e Kawah ljen Crater Lake in East Java, Indonesia, is the world’s largest
acidic lake, as it contains high concentrations of sulphuric and
hydrochloric acids, making it unswimmable.

* It’s easily visible from space (turquoise blue waters) and has a pH as
low as 0.5, similar to car battery acid. The lake also emits hot,
flammable sulphurous gases that burn with an eerie blue flame, blue
fire, creating a mesmerizing nighttime spectacle. Despite its harsh
conditions, there is life in the form of microbial




* It's a UNESCO Global Geopark with unique geological, biological, and
cultural features. The active vent at the edge of the lake serves as
a significant source of elemental sulfur, supporting a rigorous mining
operation.
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 Masquerade (noun): a false show or pretence.

« Synonyms: facade, deception, pose.

« Antonyms: candidness, candour directness



Ambivalence (noun): the state of having mixed feelings or
contradictory ideas about something or someone.

Synonyms: equivocation, uncertainty, unsureness




- Mawkish (adjective): sentimental in a feeble or sickly way.

« Synonyms: sentimental, oversentimental, overemotional

 Antonyms: unsentimental, unadulterated, unvarnished



» Myriad (noun): a countless or extremely great humber.

« Synonyms: multitude, a lot, a large number

« Antonyms: finite, limited, countable
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