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‘Celebrate bue
not at cost of
environment’

Mizoram, Chhattisgarh
record over 70% polling

Mizoram registers 76% polling: Chhattisgarh brings in 71% in 20 seats: 3 sec
in bomb blest and gun battle as all 12 Assemnbly seats i

rity personnel injured
Maoist-affected Bastar vote in first phase

The Hinda Burcas
NEW DELIS

ke szzrting crucial
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tabling caste survey
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Noth o

2 1.7% share in the popula
should see their reser
a

survey report was tabled in
the Assembly

proposed that SCs,
who make up 19.7% of the
population, according to
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sether should get 2 quota
of 43%.
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Bihar seeks to raise
quota to 65% after
tabling caste survey

Amarnath Tewar
PATNA

The Bihar Cabinet has ap-
proved a proposal to in-
crease reservations in the
State for Scheduled Castes
(SCs), Scheduled Tribes
(STs), Other Backward
Classes (OBCs) and Ex-
tremely Backward Classes
(EBCs) to 65%, from the
current 50% quota, cross-
ing the ceiling set by the
Supreme Court. A Bill to
implement the increase
will be introduced on No-
vember 9, during the ongo-
ing Winter Session of the
Assembly.

Bihar Chief Minister Nit-
ish Kumar proposed the in-
crease hours after the caste
survey report was tabled in
the Assembly.

He proposed that SCs,
who make up 19.7% of the
population, according to
the survey, should get a qu-
ota of 20%, higher than the
current 16%. STs, who have

Nitish Kumar

a 1.7% share in the popula-
tion, should see their reser-
vation doubled from 1% to
2%, he said.

OBCs make up 27% of
the population and get a
quota of 12%, while EBCs
make up 36% of the popu-
lation and get a quota of
18%; Mr. Kumar proposed
that both communities to-
gether should get a quota
of 43%.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12

The percentage of
families in Bihar living
in poverty

As per a report of
the caste survey
g tabled in the

State Assembly, of the 2.97 crore families in
the State, more than 94 lakh survive on a
monthly income of 36,000 or less. e




Mind the gap

Data from survey in Bihar discloses severe caste-based economic and educational gaps

m Only 7% of Bihar’s population
are graduates, while less than
1% hold postgraduate degrees

® The Bhumihars,
considered a dominant
caste in Bihar, have the

- -

m -n

highest poverty rate among
the upper caste at 27.58%,
with 2,31,211 classified as
poor out of 8,38,447.

m Brahmins and Rajputs
follow with 25.32% and
24.89% poverty rates,
respectively.

m The Kayasth caste showed
the lowest poverty rate at

13.38% among upper castes.

m Poverty rates in other
classes are 33.16% for OBCs,
33.58% for EBCs, 42.93% for
SCs, and 42.7% for STs.

® More than one-third of
families in Bihar have a
monthly income of less than
36,000, with 34.13% earning
26,000 or less.

® Only 4.47% of families in

Bihar earn more than 350,000

per month.

m 95.5% of Bihar’s population
do not own a vehicle, and only

0.44% own four-wheelers.

® Brahmins lead in laptop
or computer ownership with
3.73% having Internet access

Data point: An enumerator
collects information for a caste-
based survey in Bihar.

Ay =t NY /™ =t = LA O A



WHAT HAPPENED TO 2011 CASTE CENSUS?

» Following all-party
consensus, UPA govt in 2011
decided to conduct a Caste
Census, the first since 1931

» Nearly 4,900 crore was
spent on the Socio-Economic
and Caste Census (SECC)

» In 2015, expert group was
set up under then Niti Aayog
vice-chairman to decide on
classification and categorisation
of SECC data

» In2016, all data from SECC
barring caste numbers was put
in public domain. The caste data
still remains unreleased

» InJuly 2017, the govt told

Parliament that raw caste

data from SECC had been given
to the social justice ministry,
“who is to form the expert
group for classification and
categorisation of data”™

» One problem with the SECC
data cited by experts is that it
has thrown up 46 lakh castes,
sub-castes, clan names and
so on. Categorising these is a
mammoth task

» To awid this pitfall,
enumerators in 2021 willbe
given a pre-decided list of castes
so that they can ask households
which of them they fall under



Socio economic census Caste census

e Conducted across all the household ¢ Conducted ata particular community.

without any special focus.

e SECC is a tool to identify beneficiaries off e Caste census provides a portrait of

state support. certain caste population.

 The data collected is not confidential ' . .
. . e The data collected is confidential
and available the website.

e Conducted for the first time since 1931. e Conducted for the first time since 1931.
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Chhatrapat Shiv

i Maharajs

statue unveiled in Kupwara

Jammu and

Sinha and Maharashtra Chicf Minister Elnath
"l’\.-md.ay

thnde on

um-uled a statue of

hivaji

district
-rhesun.e hasbem Instafied at the Army's 41
fles

in the north stl‘l'n’ur

border with Pakistan. S

by a priest on the
statue willl

¥
district which shares its
pravers were held
‘occasion. Mr. Shinde said tl
always inspire the security

orces. e

Noida Police sends notice to
Elvish. asks him to join probe

The Noida Police on Tuesday sent a notice to
YouTuber Elvish Yadav asking him to join the

use of snake venom
Pradesh

.anoﬁiualsald. on

in the case and sent to judicial

49 booked for assault, passing
casteist remarks at BHU

An FIR has

been lodged against 49 persons after
ABVP activists accused them of assault, insuls

demanding
IT-BHU who was reportedly molested earlier. rn

Governance vanished
into thin air thanks to
Gehlotts magic: Shah

()na“'hiﬂ“indlourin“'hnch he addressed four rallies in
the all that the previous BJP regi

1 CM of v

DMohammesd Igbal
JAIPUR

aking a swipe at Ra-
Tjasd-.m Chief Minis-
ter Ashok Gehlos,

Unfon Home Minister Amit
Shah on Tuesday said the
Eovernance, Law order,
healthcare, electricity in
villages, employment and
the previous BIP reglxne s
welfare schemes had
ished into thin air wnh his
c. lan
can achleve this feat,” Mr.
Shah said, in an apparent
reference to Mr. Gehlot's
family lineage profes-
ians.

publl: rallies ar Kuchaman,
Bidiyas and Par-
district of

corruption and
crimes had made che lives
of people di
B shah Seed the re-
exam paper
Teaks, 1 lllegnl mining. com-

ur distri
had

Hotne l\ﬁnlster accuses

in the State

Union Home Minister and senior BJP leader Amit Shah during 3 public meeting in Parbatsar in
Rajasthan on Tuesday. GamTsHa

wvernment, he said.
“Colour red”

The Home Minister said
some communists

party
fing. “Thay told ma Gehl.o(

gets angry seel
Solour Cred he s.aIdA

munal
of tailor Kanhaiya Lal in
Udaipur, ban on Hindu re-

‘ocessions and the

Congress government’s fai-
lure. The November 25 As-

e to the
“red diary™ which Minister

Gudha claimed
contained details of ques-
tionable financial transac-
tions. “The Chief Minister
should have resigned in-
stead of taking action

against his Minister,” he
said of Mr. Gudha’s subse-
quent dismissal.

Mr. Shah said Mr. Geh-
lor, Mk Comgrees lmsder
Sonia wanted
promote his g e
had so far been unable to
launch him properly. Un-
like them, he said, the na-
tion under the leadership
of Prime Minister Naren-

Modi had laun

nstruc
ple in Ayodhya for 70
years, while afirming that

construction had gone si-
lent, he added.

Congress failed to
uplift Dalits during its
decades-long rule: KCR

The Hindu Burean
MANCHERIAL/PEDDAPALLI

Mounting a attack
on the ngress  party.
at Rashtra Samil

Chandrasekhar Rao al-

leged that the Congress

had defeated Dr. B.R. Am-
3 A

Yy
1950s.
Despite ruling coun-
try for decades, the Con-

gress had fafled to imple-
ment any  concrete
programmes to uplift Da-
Iits and adhere to Dr. Am-
bedkar's ideclogy. Mr. Rao
said at an

Pedda,
Gstrict on Tuesdsy. P11

Company Limited (SCCL)

to the Centre due to its in-

in Mam:hmaxri town of

dition
sive C
SCCL made a remarkable

con-
sﬁmenq on Tuesday.

Dalit Bandhu scheme
He said the BRS demon-
strated its commitment to

paid from the share of pro-
fits to the SCCL workers
and i bonus will
be paid soon.

He slammed the Naren-
dra Modi-led BJP dispensa-
tion ar the Cenere for un-

The Home Minister sasd | cretariat after .
he was willing to give agua- | kar and installed a 125-ft
rantee to the people of the | tall £ the leader to
that all draw & from his
would get piped water sup- wvalues and sdeals,™ ))e said.
ply_through taps in two The
nesl

ation of P go-
vernment. The M o
vernment implement-
ed proj worth 26

governments
ed the nanu, he charged.

drive > hand over the na
tional assets fo private

players.
Addressing a meeting in
of Qis-

is rming the lives of
Dalit by ~

th rnment
was responsible for giving
9% in the Nizam

era’s Singareni Collieries

trict later in the day. m
Rao c

pieto elect the party cz (andl-
date Pumta Madhu
November 30 Assembly
elections to promote ~em-
powerment of BCs™.

India has
always been a
Hindu Rashtra,
says Hosabale

Aligarh civic body clears
proposal to change
name to ‘Harigarh’

NEW DELEHI LuckNow
Swayamsevak | The Aligarh municipality

Sangh (RSS) general secr has passed a resolution to
D the city ‘Harigarh'.

on Tuceday cad there 1o no | Anmouncing the devalop

need to turn India into a
‘Hindu Rashtra® as
country has always been

long as there is a Hindu in
this country, it is a Hindu
nallcn‘ The Constitul
ut a state syst

on

The demand to change

change is approved,
Aligarn will Join he list of
cities in Uttar Pradesh

years by the Yogi Aditya-
nath government. This in-
cludes changing the name
of Allahabad m Przyzsra).
Pandit

Which 1s different. As a na.
tion, India was, is, and will
remain a Hindu

P
councillors at_a meeting
held on Monday. I hope
that the {State] administra-

ton will now fulil our

Rashtra,
Mr. Hosabale sasd in an in-
with
in Gujarat's Kutch district.

Deen Dayal L

OBC leaders warn Shinde
of stir; conspiracy to deny
quota, says Jarange-Patil

false cases

Sla
PUNE

Even as Maratha quota acti-
vist Manoj Jarange-Patil on
Tu

have been lodged 1 urge
Baraetia leaders o look -

-rhe' long-standing fric-
tion the

and the OBC community

servation ple. Particularly
strong criticism came from
Chh. Bhujbal, a mem-
ber of the Ajit Pawar-led Na-
tional C
werful
Bhujbal urged
iy to fight
demand.

Mr Shinde, speaking in

ratha . threaten-
ing to take to the streets
and mowve court to safe-
Suard OBC reservations.
MMr. il, who is

Na-
. and Faizabad to Ayod-
s, among others.
other similar pro-
have also been float-
ed in the recent past.

recuperating in Sambhaji-
nagar, said, “A few leaders
have decided that the Ma-
rathas sh

the activist's demand that
Marathas be given Kunbi
OBC certificates by Decemn-
ber 24,

This assurance has pro-
voked strong counter-prot-
ests from the OBC com-
maumnity. which s fearful of
the Marathas eating into the
benefits from their 19% re-

said: ~No one
should sow seeds of doubt
amongst the oBC
community.

Meanwhile, an OBC dele-

Court steps in for
candidate who wrote

Jai Hin

MADURAL

Granling relief to a candi-
date who took the 2014 Ta-
mil Nadu Public Service

Commissson CINPSC)
Combined Civil Services
Examinations (Group 1I).
the Madurai Bench of the
Madras High Court has di-
rected authorities to vali-

hich had bee:

dered invalid on
grounds that one of her
answers was irrelevant.
The candidate, M. Kalpa-
na, had wristen ‘Jai Hind"
(Victory to while an-
swering a question on the
importance of conserva-

T in answer

of natural resources.
“For the development
and the prosperity of the
country, the conservation
of natural resources is es-
sential and mportanc ™
the dding

spontanecus and -
tive™ nation to the pe-
N r's essay.
Th B mowved

in exami-
nation, I which she had
written the phrase.

In Bihar Assembly, EBCs under-represented while several commmunities punch above their weight

Abhinay Lakshmarn
PATNA/NEW DELHI

In the current Bihar As-
sembly. people from the
Other ard

government on Tuesday ta-
bled the entire report of its
recently-concluded _caste-
based survey in

Backw: Classe:
{OBC) and General Catego-
by

Ty are
about S percentage points

prise 19.6% and 1.6% of the
otal 5

Skewed

representation

A Quick comparison of the caste of MLAS

representing their peopie in the

Chief Minister Nitish Kumar in Bihar

by more than 13 percentage
points and

points . accord-
ing to ysis by The

ocio-e:
nomic backgrounds of an
243 MLAs_

b
ly. it also found that Mus-
lims constituted 17% of the
population

o Tuesday. P11

Bihar Assembly (Total MLAS 243)

ion | %% in 2

|

by about one to two per-

found to

the

Tazewn F365% representation of Br:
2.879% A.52% was at 5.76% compared to
=D - its 3.65% share in the popu-
= S76%
lation. But the most over-re-
2319 co5% e
Se010% 11523
196590 B be the xujpms. The As-
1.6 08230 sembly has 26 Rajput MLAs
17.70% 7.81% for over 10%
of the members, co!
3.65% S5.76% to its 345‘)‘ share in the
X [ io.65% populati
2.56% T ese% Apart from these,
o509 T 1.23%

Kayasthas were also found
o be

OBCs and 24.58% from the
General Category. Only 11%
the

er
preliminary data on the
caste population in

State last month, the Bihar

33% OBCs in m are from Extremely

this p is es, 73 Mus-

ot entirely represenced lims, and . com  the

the ihe Ascembly where mearly  Schcauled Castes. The Hin
33% MLAs are from the du also found that less than

sented with 22.6% MLAsS

the Assembly. The Bhumi-
har s

the BIP's Nand Kishore Ya-

there has been oaly one

dav, questioned the ab- from dle EBC com

sence of any EBC member Karpoori Thakur — and one

in the Treasury Benches_ from the Muslim communi-
ty — Abdul Ghafoor. Neither

EJE sceptical of them ever completed a

And despite the survey fusll cerm.
ing completed and the re- Last year, the Bihar go-
port now the BIP State

numbers of EBCs were de-
flated. At the same time., he
had also said that it is im-
portans to note that the BJE

n for
Backward

found that EBCs were un-
derrepresented in urban
local bodies as well.

for credit

It recommended reserva-

tion for them in the ULB

elections,  which  was

brought in by the Nitish Ku-
government despite

coming from this hen the
iy, compared to its 14.26% tation in the to

share in the population.  stands 3t 6.S8% compared  castebased survey w s
“This is followed by the Kur- to its 2.86% share in the ken. While the Slme ]ms
mi seen many Ainisters

and o
munities, which are
slightly over-represented

Significantly, even as the
report was being tabled,

OBC and Scheduled Castes,

cour
At that tme as well, both
the BJP and the Janata Dal
(United) had tried to take
credit for making this hap-
pen.
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Aligarh civic body clears
proposal to change
name to ‘Harigarh’

The Hindu Bureau
LUCKNOW

The Aligarh municipality
has passed a resolution to
rename the city ‘Harigarh’.
Announcing the develop-
ment on Tuesday, Mayor
Prashant Singhal said the
proposal, which was ap-
proved by the municipal
corporation a day earlier,
will be forwarded to the
State government for ap-
proval. “The proposal [for
the name change] was
passed unanimously by the
councillors at a meeting
held on Monday. I hope
that the [State] administra-
tion will now fulfil our
long-standing demand,”
Mr. Singhal said.

The demand to change
the name of Aligarh, which
houses the famous Aligarh
Muslim University, was
raised by the Vishwa Hin-
du Parishad in the 1980s.

If the proposal for the
name change is approved,
Aligarh will join the list of
cities in Uttar Pradesh
whose names have been
changed over the past four
years by the Yogi Aditya-
nath government. This in-
cludes changing the name
of Allahabad to Prayagraj,
Mughalsarai to Pandit
Deen Dayal Upadhyay Na-
gar, and Faizabad to Ayod-
hya, among others.

Many other similar pro-
posals have also been float-
ed in the recent past.
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Visva-Bharati V-C ends tenure

with a caustic letter to Mamata

Visva-Bharati Vice-Chancellor Bidyus
Chakrabarty’s tenure, marked by a prolonged
do

with his

a
<comes to an end on November 8 on lhe same

confrontational note, even th

ough Pi
b abarey claied that he chjoyed his term at
the

poet
Tagore. “I enjoyed every bit of
e Eiharate Viee Chancenor

my tenure as
Prof.

Chakrabarty told The Hindu S November

within an hour of sending

. caustic Tetier 10

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee,
‘who had been critical of many of his actions as

the V-C.

One killed as Prahlad Patel's
convov meets with accident

Minister and Bharatiya Janata Party (81P)
Assemb

Unson

candidate for the Madhya Pradesh
Prahlad Patel's convoy met

Amarwara of Chhindwara district.

Sx Tueaday i
The cr: n his car an,
resulted in the death of  two.

candidate Bunty Sahu. Mr. Pa sustained
mi and received first aid

inor injuries in his leg

treatment at a hospital_

with an accident

d a motorcydle
-wheeler rider. The

The restrictions are not

Krishnadas Raj
NEW DELHI

ays before the Dee-
| ) B
the Supreme

esday

bind States across the
country and not just the
i ~ National ~ Capital

gion.
“Celebrations can take

orders passed by the Su-
Court.

counsel said
the desire to protect the

it e s St Shs
do it.” Justice Bopanna re-
xnaxked.

The court was hearing
an

ad to be a
con-
ssorsocbe(y"‘ ~Ev-

posed for bursting crack-
ers.“If wegive a 1030 p.m.  preme
limit, they will burst their
entire stock of by Fewer crackers
10 p.m. All they think of i The Rajasthan
no thought of the pollution  finishing _their stock of
and caused by = Justic
them_ id. part of the ~collective
ue to awareness Justice Sundresh sald
spread in school, children  the impetus should be ery en sho
burst _cr.

uld agree to
i ehrmte with Fwe e,
ers.” counsel said.

He ple _easily

peo) a spike in pollution in Ra-
dodge fime restrictions im

Jasthan despite

the responsibility of pro-

tecting the to

Curbs on fireworks binding
on all States: Supreme Court

to Delhi. the Bench says: adults tend to behave worse than
children. bursting crackers galore, with no thought of pollution. says Justice Bopanna

The Supreme Court said the State governments should take steps to minimise

asir and neise poliution not anly during festive seasons but even otherwise. FLE PHOTO

indsvidual cis
Authorities,

toes to ensure clean air.

SC directs Punjab and
neighbouring States to
stop stubble burning

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on

outside Delhi from enter-
ing the capital, a mea-
sure to control pollution.
“There are ‘n” number of

pass
toring or controlling vehi-
cles coming into Delhi,”
asked Justice

The court sought infor-
mation from the neigh-

proves or not,” Justice San-

Jay Kishan Kaul s
a long-term

e Bm(h of Justices Kaul

colour-code
scheme to identify pollut-
ing vehicles based on their
fuel type. It noted that the
scheme was put to action
other

measure,

he Punjab

and noise polluti
ly during festive seasons
but eve: _ The
orders of the Supreme
Court bind all States, in-
cluding Rajasthan, the
Bench reiterated.

Aditya-L1
captures first
glimpse of
solar flares

BENGALURU

'l'he High Energy LI Orbit-
X-ra

After viral video, IT Ministry
issues warning to social
media sites on deepfakes

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELsI

b s payload, on-
the Aditya-L1 space-
craft, has captured the first

is cur:
rently on ks journey to the

point (LI).
e S BAGT Spack B
search O

impersonation is illegal un-
der Section 66D of the In-
Act,

Tuesday said the HELIOS
payload has captured the

fizst  highenergy Xray
glimpse of =
S During its first prfiid
non OcC r 29, HELIOS
recorded the imp

phase ar flares. The

The Ministry warned
platforms to take down
such content within 36
hours, a requirement out-
lined in the IT Rules, 2021
It also told them that “due
diligence is exercised and
efforts  are

with the X-ray light curves
provided by  National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Geosta-
tionary Operational Envi-
ronmental Satellites.”

made to identify mlslnfor—
mation and deepf:

Tl IT Rules, 2021, also
prohibit  ~hostiing]  any
content that impersonates
another person®, re-

The secondslong clip

Deepfakes are usually based on
rest videos, and are edited to
change pecpie’s appearance,
how they sound. and so o

quires social media firms
to quickly take down “artif-
ictally morphed § of

when

_ “The tools to create and

ton are easier, faster,
gheaper and more accessi-
the Deep-

college, I genuinely can't
Imagin ever,”
!l'us :\lllance said in m

e how could I ever
tackle this™.

7.5 million new cases
of TB in 2022, shows
WHO Global report

CHENNAL

There was a major global
recovery in the number of

government to take steps

armers to
Soritch over from paddy
cultivation to alternative
traditional crops such as
millets by offering them
the nimum  support

price (MSP). implementation of the con-

Punjab, on its own ad-  struction ban imposed in
mission in court on Tues- Delhi was a “mere eye-
day. said it accounted for  wash”. The court directed
the burning of one of the the Delhi ment to
biggest quantities of paddy  come clean on the environ-
stubble. The State is also  ment compens. re-
witnessing a r-  es it had collected and uril-

a drastic lowe:
ing of the water table due ised so far. The court also
to paddy cultivation.
The Bench asked the

(and

peak) of 7.1 million in 2019,

and up from 5.8 million in

2020 and 6.4 million in

2021. The number in 2022
a sizea-

Delhi to res-

by
enior ad-
singh.

pond to
Emicus curiae, s
vocate Aparajita

ot o Parther instancas of
crop burning occurred.

ble backlog of people who
B

The reported global
number of people newly
diagnosed with TB was 7.5
million in 2022 This is the
highest number  since
WHO began global TB
monitoring in 1995, above

pre-COVID  baseline

n pi

years. but whose diagnosis
and treatment was delayed
by COVID-related disrup-
tions that affected access o

ovision of health ser-
vices, acuommg the
report.

po:
India, Indonesia and the

Ty

60% of the reduction in the

number of people newly
agno:

the level of 2019. COVID-re-
lated disruptions are esti-
mated to have resulted in
almost half a million excess.
deaths from TB in the three
years 2020-2022.

T.N. pollution control
body urges people to
burst green crackers

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAL

administration.

The Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board (INPCB) has
advised the public to avoid

bursting firecrackers that  courts, places of worship,

cause loud noise. huts and areas prone to
In an attempt to curb  fire.

pollution and prevent acci- Though bursting crack-

dents on Dee i, the ers had become a custom-

TNPCB has asked people to  ary a celebration, the

use green crackers and ce- also
lebrate festival in com- cause deleterious effects
munity areas with permis-  on public health and the
sion from the district environment.
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Essence of the Vedas

Srimad Bhagavatham, which came from Sage Vyasa him-
self, tells us how to reach the feet of the Supreme One, Va-
layapet Ramachariar said in a discourse. The third verse in
the Srimad Bhagavatham is also a mangala sloka, as are
the firss two . Here, a call goes out to rasikas to come
and reap the benefits of to the Srimad

am. Why is this call specific to rasikas? One must know the
value of something to enjoy it and benefit from it. The
verse talks of the Vedas as “nigama kalpa taru”. Nigama
maame the Usdss mucl taris ix » tres. But the Vedes are no

DHFFICULTY RATING: Y I ST YT v

Solution te days Sudoks

634‘895’713

S 1416|982
B i3 276 5a
a8l6l7 5 2[3/911]
39268 1|54 7|
1.5 7943826
265139478
7 49|26 8135
83 1l57al2'69

_ They are equl\alen( to the ka.lpakz tree,
which give: ‘edanta
Desika refers to Lord \amdsmja as 2 kalpaka o tree: Desiica

AT an a reeper Coravined srownd T
uses the verb pibah (dnnk)

ot
Bhagavatham. Every part of it is valuable. X afvas 1aa the as-
sence of the Vedas. Hence the word “pibah’.
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Curbs on fireworks binding
on all States: Supreme Court

The restrictions are not limited to Delhi, the Bench says; adults tend to behave worse than

children, bursting crackers galore, with no thought of pollution, says Justice Bopanna

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

ays before the Dee-
l) pavali celebration,
the Supreme

Court clarified on Tuesday
that its orders to minimise
air and noise pollution
caused by firecrackers
bind States across the
country and not just the
Delhi National Capital
Region.

“Celebrations can take
place, but with some mod-
eration. One can bring
happiness to others with
celebrations, but not at the
cost of the environment,”
Justice M.M. Sundresh, on
the Bench, said.

Awareness at schools
Justice A.S. Bopanna said
adults tended to behave
worse than children, burst-
ing crackers galore, with
no thought of the pollution
and discomfort caused by
them.

“Due to awareness
spread in school, children
do not burst crackers
much. It is the adults who
do it,” Justice Bopanna re-
marked.

He said people easily
dodge time restrictions im-

Hazardous condition: The Supreme Court said the State governments should take steps to minimise
air and noise pollution not only during festive seasons but even otherwise. FILE PHOTO

posed for bursting crack-
ers. “If we give a10.30 p.m.
limit, they will burst their
entire stock of crackers by
10 p.m. All they think of is
finishing their stock of
crackers,” Justice Bopanna
said.

Justice Sundresh said
the impetus should be on
sensitising people. “We live
on hope,” he remarked.

The court was hearing
an application highlighting
a spike in pollution in Ra-
jasthan despite restrictive

orders passed by the Su-
preme Court.

Fewer crackers

The Rajasthan counsel said
the desire to protect the
environment had to be a
part of the “collective con-
sciousness of society”. “Ev-
ery citizen should agree to
celebrate with fewer crack-
ers,” counsel said.

The applicants said go-
vernments could not leave
the responsibility of pro-
tecting the environment to

individual citizens.

Authorities, who hold
the environment in public
trust, were obliged to take
action and remain on their
toes to ensure clean air.

The court said that the
State governments should
take steps to minimise air
and noise pollution not on-
ly during festive seasons
but even otherwise. The
orders of the Supreme
Court bind all States, in-
cluding Rajasthan, the
Bench reiterated.




Toxic nature

Conventional firecrackers contain chemicals which Py
produce effects like bright lighting and colours. 41
However, these chemicals can have adverse effects on / |
human health and the environment i l
Initial Use in crackers | Health hazards s |8
ingredient S
Charcoal, Black powder The dust released is
potassium which is the hazardous when inhaled;
nitrate and | primary fuel in different compounds formed
sulphur the cracker can be carcinogenic
Strontium Colouring agent | Strontium can replace
and lithium | (Red) calcium in the body which
can be toxic; Lithium releases
harmful fumes
Barium Colouring agent | Fumes can cause respiratory
(Orange) and other health issues
Nitrates, Oxidising agents | The compounds can hamper
chlorates/ the growth of small children;
perchlorates they remain airborne for days

and can be poisonous




'‘GREEN

CRACKERS2—"

Coundil of Scientific and Industrial Research

Firecrackers that have
“less dangerous”
and “less harmful”
chemnca!s than Expected
conventional ones to hit the
. market in
4-5 years*
» » They have a chemical
CSIR's National :;)gztéljlggn that produces water ,
Environmental ' | Also In The
Enginee'r]ing » This substantially reduces ’ Works
Research Institute issi
emission level and absorbs dust E-CRACKERS
Production after » Is basically a light and sound BEING
they are approved show that produces lower . DEVELOPED BY
by Petroleum and emissions ~ |~ CSIR'S CENTRAL
i - ~ M \ ELECTRONICS
(PrEgSO|) - in particulate matter, nitrous oxide ~ o RESEARCH
and Sulphur oxide  cm—, INSTITUTE
OTHER INITIATIVES
Crackers with ‘Anar’ or flower Bijli Firecrackers
lower 9 pot made using crackers 0 without antimony, 6
aluminium to eco-friendly that lithium, mercury,
reduce emissions material that can eliminate arsenic and lead
substantially reduce particulate use of ash as directed by
matter by 40% as PESO last year
desiccants




Aditya-L1
captures first
glimpse of

solar flares

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The High Energy L1 Orbit-
ing X-ray Spectrometer
(HEL1OS) payload, on-
board the Aditya-L1 space-
craft, has captured the first
glimpse of solar flares.

Aditya-L1, the first
space-based Indian mis-
sion to study the sun is cur-
rently on its journey to the
destination of sun-earth L1
point (L1).

The Indian Space Re-
search Organisation on
Tuesday said the HEL10S
payload has captured the
first high-energy Xray
glimpse of solar flares.
“During its first observatio-
non October 29, HELI1OS
recorded the impulsive
phase of solar flares. The
recorded data is consistent
with the X-ray light curves
provided by National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s Geosta-
tionary Operational Envi-
ronmental Satellites.”




SOLAR FLARE: an enormous explosion on the surface of the sun that
occurs when a buildup of magnetic energy in the sun’s atmosphere is suddenly
released. Flares occur near sunspots, on the dividing line between areas of

opposite magnetic polarity.

CORONAL MASS EJECTION

(CME):

a huge bubble of gas erupting from the
sun over the course of several hours. At
the maximum point of the solar cycle

there can be two or three CMEs per day.

‘ SUNSPOT: an area on the sun’s

surface that appears dark because it is
i cooler than the surrounding areas.
| Sunspots are regions where the local
: magnetic field is very strong. The spots
i usually appear in pairs.

Giant by
comparison

At 865,000 miles across
(1,391,400 km), the
sun is nearly 110

times the diameter

of Earth.

3

>




SOLAR FLARES

Earth's magnetic field protects
The Sun against the solar wind,
Made up mostly of creating a bubble around
which the wind must flow
hydrogen, so hot that most
of the gas is actually plasma

Alfven waves
SAliomasphere Powerful magnetic waves
that, in principle, can transfer
energy from the sun's surface

G= Corona
: into the solar wind

Sun

. )

surface —e!

: '

. ," ," SOLAR WIND =———
" » Acontinuous stream  » Disrupts satellites,

» Average speed: 400 km/s
of electrically charged power grids, and

X — » Temperature: 1 million
gas that is propelled communications .
: degrees Celsius
away from the sun in on Earth
all directions

HOW A SOLAR FLARE IS FORMED Coronal mass ejection

|
Direction r Magnetic

Critical Corona



7.5 million new cases
of TB in 2022, shows
WHO Global report

Ramya Kannan
CHENNAI

There was a major global
recovery in the number of
people diagnosed with TB
and treated in 2022, after
two years of COVID-related
disruptions, says the just-
released WHO Global TB
Report. While this has
started to reverse or mod-
erate, TB remains the
world’s second leading
cause of death from a sin-
gle infectious agent, and
global TB targets have eith-
er been missed or remain
off track. The net reduc-
tion from 2015 to 2022 was
8.7%, far from the WHO
End TB Strategy milestone
of a 50% reduction by
2025.

The reported global
number of people newly
diagnosed with TB was 7.5
million in 2022. This is the
highest number since
WHO began global TB
monitoring in 1995, above
the pre-COVID baseline

(and previous historical
peak) of 7.1 million in 2019,
and up from 5.8 million in
2020 and 6.4 million in
2021. The number in 2022
probably includes a sizea-
ble backlog of people who
developed TB in previous
years, but whose diagnosis
and treatment was delayed
by COVID-related disrup-
tions that affected access to
and provision of health ser-
vices, according to the
report.

India, Indonesia and the
Philippines, which collec-
tively accounted for nearly
60% of the reduction in the
number of people newly
diagnosed with TB in 2020
and 2021, recovered to
above 2019 levels in 2022.
TB caused an estimated
1.30 million deaths in
2022, again almost back to
the level of 2019. COVID-re-
lated disruptions are esti-
mated to have resulted in
almost half a million excess
deaths from TB in the three
years 2020-2022.




INDIA HAS LARGEST NUMBER OF TUBERCULOSIS PATIENTS IN THE WORLD

All figures as of December 2018

__ PHILIPPINES

- PAKISTAN

. NIGERIA

BANGLADESH

SOUTH AFRICA
TOTAL NUMBER OF PEOPLE | TOTAL NUMBER OF PEOPLE '  DEATHS DUE TO TUBERCULOSIS
IN THE WORLD SUFFERING + IN INDIA SUFFERING FROM ' FELL FROM 1.6 million IN 2017
FROM TUBERCULOSIS: 1 crore | TUBERCULOSIS: 26.9 lakh | 10 1.5 million IN 2018

®
Source: WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION ThePrlnt




1994-2005

p

The DOTS Strategy

1. Government commitment

2. Case detection through passive
case finding

3. Standardised chemotherapy to
all sputum smear positive TB cases
under proper case management
conditions

4. Establishment of a system
of regular supply of anti-TB drugs

5. Establishment of a
monitoring system, for programme
\supervision and evaluation

2006-2015

K

The Stop TB Strategy

1. Pursue high-quality DOTS
expansion and enhancement

2. Address TB/HIV, MDR-TB and
other challenges

3. Contribute to health system
strengthening

4. Engage all care providers

5. Empower people with TB and
communities

6. Enable and promote research

&

2016-2035

The End TB Strategy

1. Integrated, patient-centred
TB care and prevention

2. Bold policies and supportive
systems

3. Intensified research and
innovation

n




The Klyuchevskoy volcano, one of the highest active volcanoes in the world, erupts in Russia’s northern Kamchatka Peninsula on October 28, 2023. Huge ash columns erupted
from Eurasia’s tallest active volcano on November 1, forcing authorities to close schools in two towns in the region. AP
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By UNNY

Seizure of
journalist’s
devices serious,
need better
guidelines: SC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHIL NO!

UNDERLINING THAT privacy has
been held to be a fundamental
right, the Supreme Coust told the
Centre Tuesday to come upwith

7 that kevestigation agen-

s have. and called it ~ve

are media professsonals wiso wall
have their own sources and
other things. There must be
some guidelines. If you take

bench was hearing a plea
by the Foundation for Media
Professicnals seeking uards
against what it called unneces-
sary

SINCE 1932

Stop crop burniﬁg now, long-term plan
wiill follow: SC to States around Delhi

Make SHOs responsible under Chief
Secy. says Bench; points to a specific
Punjab paddy at the root of problem

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELHIL NOVEMBER 7

REMINDING THE Punjab zo»
ernment that the fight against
stubble buming cannot be

scal the Supreme Court Tu v
2sked the States of Punjab,
Haryana. Rajasthan and Uttas

“substantial~ contributor o air
pollution in Delhi.

Atwo-judge bench of Justices
S K Kaul and Sudhanshu Dulia
put the onus of Stopping the fires

on the respective Station House

Officers under the overall super-
wision of the Chief Secretary.

ect the state govern-

ment of Punsab and for that mat-

ter. all states adjacent to Delhi —

UED ONPAGE 2

Cong skipped CIC
selection meeting as
they hate Dalits: Modi

Unmitigated falsehood, outrageous lie,
everything on record: Adhir hits back

ANAND MOHAN J
& MANOJCG
PAL. NEVY DELHI
MBER

~

PREVIE MENISTER Narendra Modk
Tuesday sasd the Congress boy
o the

agencies, and Laying down com-
prehensive guidelines for search
and seizure of digieal devices.
pearing for the
Foundation. Senior Advocate
Siddharth Agarwal said that as
of now., there are no guidelines
regarding when and what may
be seized. what can be accessed,
what kind of protection is en-

sation agency gets invotved. the
NTINUED ON PAGE 2

ment of the Chief Informati
Commissioner because they
“hate Dalits". On Monday.
Heeralal Samariya became
Indlia's first Dalit CIC. and v

As reported by The Indian
Express. Co
Ranjan
Opposition member in the
Prime Minister-headed high-
powered selection committee,
coNTING 2z

I:éESSION @

¥7.00 (¥8 BIHAR & RAIPUR. 112

Long queues, stretched staff: Inside
clinic in Delhi’s most polluted area

ANKITAUPADHYAY
NEW DELHI, NOVEMSER 7

THE CLINIC is filled with a dis-
tressing symphony of sour
raspy and wviolent coughing
bouts. and toddlers crying in
Bench in
the waiting area of the clinic is

Aadmi Mohalla Clinic in what
has been the Capital's most

Ar

kit Uiy

VOTER TURNOUT

CHHATTISGARH PHASE 1
70.87% tyinimntst

MIZORAM

76.53% Sl oo

MORE REPORTS, PAGE 8

CASTE SURVEY REPORT TABLED IN HOUSE
A third of families in
Bihar live on Rs 6,000
or less per month

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA NOVEMBER 7

MORE THAN a chird of Bihar's
families live on arcur

day. among the Scheduled
astes that number stands as
high as 43.93%: only 7% of its
population are graduates: and

about 967 have no vehidies.
™ some of the high-
lighes of the Bihar caste survey
report. tabled in both Houses of
the state on Tuesday. The caste
NUED ON PAGE 2

After Pragg,

moves

PAGE1
ANCHOR

AMITKAMATH
MUMBAL NOVEMBER 7

WHENRAMESHEABL Starts talk-
ing about how chess became an
inextricable part of his Lamily. he
starts with the stocy of his daugh-
tex's lowe for cart when

The

poverty
® pointers

AMONG THE SC families,

frore than half of the

(Y 4.56%) and

Doeme (53 300) are poor.

Only 5% of the SC families

EXPLAINED

month.

his sister
to challenge
world chess champion

Vaishali R with her mother
Nagalakshmion Sunday.

Anna Shecurman/ FIDE

she was a pre-teen To wean her
off television. he sent her 1o a
chess! Ard be followed the
same plan for his yor

and tumed into a hobby has n
become an obses:
have become the world's most-

celebeated chess sibings.
Months er R
Praggnanandhaa. 15 secured &
the Candidates

's Glenn
on Tuesday. Witha

icket win over Afgh.

entered i-finals. F77

ewew s

YOURrR RIGHT TO KNOW
AN EXPRESS RTI APPLICATION

Give details on hiring
of consultants, their

salaries: MoOF to depts

ADAV
HINOVEMEBER 7

AHEAD OF Union Budget 2024-
25. the Union Ministry of

them. including their strength,
selection process. normal eenure
and average remuneration.

10 2n October 4 letter to min-
istries. Special Secretary in the
Department of Expenditure in
the Ministry of Fi

-
ful discussion for allocatson of

Budget under the Professsor
Office expenses Salary head™
equesting ministries to ac-
ord the issue ~Top Priority™. the
letter asks them provide the in-
formation October S.
nses from some depart-
ments are still awaited. sources

in the Ministry of Finance said.
The consultants being ap-

CONTINUED O

In S years, 16 ministries
gave Rs 500 cr work to
Big Five consultants

SHYAMLAL YADAV
NEW DELHL NOVEMBER 7

FROM PETROUELIM to power and
from NITI Axyog to India’s own
Aadhas progect, 16 minestries) de-
partments in the Central
Govemment outsourced several

Depression low to double-ton high,
Maxwell powers Australia victory

SRIRAM VEERA
MUMSAL NOVEMBER 7
GLENN MAXWELL looked bro-

Ken. He was crawiing on his
K

his bae arcund eo score an un-
beaten 201 toscript

Sneasem Ol Amonct of i one. n
was certainly the greatest &
nings in 2 Woeld Cup e. the

one that dealt a h:uﬂl:'e.nk.-nx
biow to Afgh.

pain. but his spirit remained
“The Ausile kept swishing

The tournament’s giant
killers had reduced Australia to

91/7 while chasing 292_After
beating England, Pakistan and
Sri Lanka_they had another for-
mer World Champéon in their
stranglehold and only the for-
mmalicy of pulling the trigger re-
mained. But. in a game for the
ages. the hunter became the
INUED ON PAGE 2

These projects involved a
sweeping range of actnaties for
INUED ON PAGE 2

: MPCL. Suress
of Enargy Efficncy. IREDA
NIC. Ordnance Factory Sosed
amdPSOCL

DELOITTE: 59 contracts.
overT130.13 e

TOP CLIENTS: BPCL_sPCL
NHEC. Numaligars Refinery. O
insa

EY: 87 assignments, over
TBB0S er

Toe

CLIENTS: Engineers
India. MIC.MECL_ THOC. Power

Gnd
KPMG: 65 contracts.
68 a6 cr

Toe. Ot Indtia. M1

with considerable sorrow that
we announce the passing of

A visionary, a leader, a pioneer

As chairman, he was our guiding light and a source of inspiration
His presence shall be missed dearly
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India’s hypertension map

A new study finds significant variations in the occurrence and treatment of hypertension among Indian
states, and also in districts within the states. How are different regions faring? Why is this significant?

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER7

THERE IS a significant variation in the level
of prevalence, diagnosis, treatment, and con-
trol of hypertension within Indian states, and
even within districts in states, an analysis of
the recent National Family Health Survey
data published in the journal JAMA said.
The researchers said that the national
mean values of hypertension “hide consider-
able” variation at the districtlevel, and recom-
mended “targeted, decentralised solutions.”

What does the study tell us about
hypertension care in India?

The national-level data shows what doc-
tors across the country already know — a
larger number of those with hypertension
do not get diagnosed; among those who get
diagnosed, many do not initiate treatment;
and among those who do initiate treatment,
few are able to control their blood pressure.
Only one in three receives a diagnosis, one in
five gets treated, and one in twelve achieves
blood pressure control.

The interesting find is the inter-state and
inter-district variability of the levels of con-
tinuum of care.

DISTRICT-LEVEL PREVALENCE OF HYPERTENSION

evalence
Total 281% :
Men 30.6% :
Women 25.7% i
18-39years 14.9% :
40-64 years 37.2% :
65and above 54.3%
Wealth highest quintile 31.1% :
Lowest quintile 25.4%
No schooling 276% :
11th class and above

(Source: Study published in JAMA)

282% §

Diagnosed : Ireated : Controlled
36.9% | 17.7% 8.5%
284% | 151% | 6.7%
446% | 202% 10.1%
315% | 74% 45%
395% | 245% 10.7%
513% | 39.8% | 17.9%
407% | 21.7% | 10.5%

32% | 122% 5.8%
363% | 15.6% 7.2%
394% | 20.8% | 10.5%

In Meghalaya, the prevalence of hyper-
tension was similar in the districts of Garo
Hills (21.8%), Jaintia Hills (19.8%), and Khasi
Hills (23.1%). However, the proportion of

women, surprisingly, the data show that
women are much more likely to be diag-
nosed, be on treatment, and have their blood
pressure under control.

said Dr Nikhil Tandon, one of the authors of
the paper and professor of endocrinology
and metabolism at the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences, Delhi.

He said: “It is essential that healthcare
systems are planned differently for the man-
agement of chronic conditions like hyper-
tension than for acute diseases. For an acute
disease, the patient is likely to seek out care,
and the treatment is also finite. Once they
seek care and are prescribed medicines, they
are likely to take it for the recommended du-
ration because they want to feel better. But
we know this does not happen with hyper-
tension.”

Take, for example, a district where med-
icines are not available at regular intervals.
The local government then has to ensure that
the medicines are available regularly and at
centres close to people’s homes. Or, a push
towards digitisation of records is needed,
which can help health workers ensure regu-
lar follow-ups and stock-taking of medicines.

For hypertension, Dr Tandon said, contin-
uum of care,and not just screening and diag-
nosis, is crucial. “This data will help local gov-
ernments understand where the problem lies
— whether there is high prevalence in a cer-
tain district, whether a particular district
needs more screening or diagnostic facilities,
whether medicines are accessible and avail-
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WHY PALESTINE SUPPORTERS USE
THE SYMBOL OF AWATERMELON

YASHEE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 7

IN THE many posts showing support for
Palestine on social media, a popular sym-
bol is the watermelon.

Why a watermelon

Awatermelon when sliced shows the
colours of the Palestinian flag —red, green,
black,and white. As carrying and display-
ing the Palestinian flag has often been
barred by Israeli authorities,a watermelon
is used to symbolise it instead. On social
media, many allege that posts with overt
Palestinian symbols are restricted by the
US-headquartered bigger platforms, and
hence, the sliced watermelon comes in
useful here too. The watermelon is also
widely cultivated in Palestine, from the
West Bank to Gaza, and features promi-
nently in Palestinian cuisine.

Its use in protests

Palestine has been on the boil the
whole of this year, much before the
Hamas attack that triggered the blood-
bath in Gaza by Israel. In January, Israeli
National Security Minister Itamar Ben
Gvir claimed he had instructed the police
to tear down Palestinian flags flown pub-
licly, after a terror convict waved the flag
after his release from prison, The Times of
Israel reported. Displaying the Palestinian
flagis notlegally banned inIsrael, but the
police often crack down, claiming the flag
could “disturb peace”. As the arrests con-

Ataxi with the image of a
watermelon in Tel Aviv, as part of
aprotestin June. X/zazim_org_il

tinued, in June, an organisation called
Zazim began adding images of sliced wa-
termelons on taxis plying in Tel Aviv, with
the accompanying text reading “This is
not a Palestinian flag”.

Another prominent example is the
work of Palestinian artist Khaled Hourani,
who in 2007 painted a slice of water-
melon for the Subjective Atlas of Palestine
project. His work received wide viewer-
ship, and served to associate the water-
melon with the Palestinian cause strongly.

Itis not clear how the watermelon first
came to be used in protests. While some
Western media organisations have re-
ported it was a prominent symbol of resist-
ance during the First Intifada, Arab news
websites and blogs have contradicted this.



Direct Listing on
Foreign Exchanges
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* The Indian government has permitted certain Indian companies to
directly list on foreign stock exchanges to access global capital.

* This provision, effective since 30th October 2023, was introduced
through the Companies (Amendment) Act, 2020.



* It allows certain classes of domestic public companies to list their
securities on foreign stock exchanges, including the GIFT International
Financial Services Centre (IFSC) in Ahmedabad, Gujrat, with
exemptions from certain procedural requirements (such as

prospectus, share capital, beneficial ownership requirements, and
failure to distribute dividends).




e An IFSC is a financial centre that caters to customers outside the
jurisdiction of the domestic economy.

* The IFSC in India is regulated by the International Financial Services
Centres Authority (IFSCA), a statutory authority that was established
under the International Financial Services Centres Authority Act,
2019.






* How do Indian Companies Currently List on Foreign Exchanges?

 Currently, Indian companies list on foreign bourses using
depository receipts, including American Depository Receipts
(ADRs) and Global Depository Receipts (GDRS).

« To list on foreign stock exchanges, Indian companies entrust their
shares to an Indian custodian, who then issues depository receipts
(DRs) to foreign investors.



» Between 2008 and 2018, 109 companies raised over Rs 51,000
crore through ADRs/GDRs.

« However, after 2018, no Indian companies pursued overseas
listings through this route.



* What are the Benefits of Direct Foreign Listing?

* Access to a larger and more liquid market, which can increase the
demand and valuation of their shares.

» Ability to reach out to a wider and more sophisticated investor
base, which can enhance their reputation and credibility.






« With reference to the Indian economy, consider the following statements: (2020)
1.‘Commercial Paper’ is a short-term unsecured promissory note.

2.'Certificate of Deposit’ is a long-term instrument issued by the Reserve Bank of India to a
corporation.

3.'Call Money' is a short-term finance used for interbank transactions.

4."Zero-Coupon Bonds' are the interest bearing short-term bonds issued by the Scheduled
Commercial Banks to corporations.

« Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
« (@) 1 and 2 only
(b) 4 only

(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 2, 3 and 4 only



Critical Evaluation or

Elephant Corridor
Report 2023




* What are the Major Discrepancies Observed in the Elephant
Corridors of India 2023 Report?

 Corridor Definition Inconsistencies
* North and Northeast Corridor Discrepancies
* Dangers to Elephants



* What are the Project Elephant Directives on Elephant Corridors?

* In 2005-06, Project Elephant issued directives to states regarding
elephant corridors.

e |t stated that corridors in forest areas should adhere to the rules
outlined in the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972.

* Meanwhile, areas with revenue and private lands were instructed to
comply with the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 as eco-sensitive
areas, potentially prohibiting red-category industries.



« Major Takeaways from Elephant Corridors of India, 2023
Report:

» The report highlighted a surge of 62 new corridors, marking a
40% increase since 2010, now totalling 150 corridors across
the nation.

» West Bengal has the highest number of elephant corridors,
totaling 26, constituting 17% of the total corridors.



« The East central region contributes 35% (52 corridors), and the
North East region follows as the second-largest with 32% (48
corridors).

« Southern India registered 32 elephant corridors, representing
21% of the total, while northern India has the lowest count of 18
corridors, amounting to 12%.



* 4 Main Species of Elephant:

* Indian (Found in Asia; IUCN Red List Status: Endangered (EN), CITES - Appendix |,
WPA - Schedule I; Habitat: Subtropical and tropical broadleaf forests, dry forests,
grasslands)

e Sumatran (Found in Asia; IUCN Red List Status: Critically Endangered (CR);
Habitat: Broadleaf moist tropical forests)

e Savanna (Bush) (Found in Africa; IUCN Red List Status: Endangered (EN); Habitat:
All sub-Saharan Africa except for Central Africa’s dense tropical forest)

* Forest (Found in Africa; IUCN Red List Status: Critically Endangered (CR); Habitat:
Dense Tropical Forests)



e Largest Land Mammal on the Asian Continent
e National Heritage Animal of India

e Top 5 Indian States by Maximum Elephant Population (As per elephant census
2017):
Karnataka
Assam
Kerala
Tamil Nadu




* Conservation Efforts:

* Gaj Soochna App (2022)

* Gaj Yatra (2017)

* Hathi Mere Sathi campaign (2011)

e National Elephant Corridor Project (2005)

* Monitoring the lllegal Killing of Elephants (MIKE) Programme (2003)
* Project Elephant (1992)



« With reference to Indian elephants, consider the following statements: (2020)

1.The leader of an elephant group is a female.

2.The maximum gestation period can be 22 months.

3.An elephant can normally go on calving till the age of 40 years only.
4.Among the States in India, the highest elephant population is in Kerala.
« Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

« (@) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 and 4 only
(c) 3 only
(d) 1, 3 and 4 only



Devas- ISRO’s Antrix
Corporation Deal






» The Court of Netherlands refused to overturn the award, finding
the Indian government liable for improperly terminating the
deal.



* The 2005 Devas-ISRO Satellite Deal: In 2005, Antrix Corporation, the
commercial arm of the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO),
entered a satellite deal with Devas Multimedia, a Bengaluru start-up.

* The deal involved leasing the S-band on ISRO satellites, GSAT-6 and
GSAT-6A, for 12 years to provide digital multimedia services.



e Cancellation of the Satellite Deal:

« In 2011, the Indian government abruptly cancelled the deal,
citing national security reasons.
» The decision was taken in the midst of the 2G scam and allegations that the

Devas deal involved the handing over of a communication spectrum valued at
nearly Rs 2 lakh crore for a pittance.



 In 2015, the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) arbitration
tribunal,-awarded Devas Multimedia USD 1.2 billion in compensation.

» -Deutsche Telekom received USD 101 million from the Permanent Court of
Arbitration in Geneva.

« In 2020, three Mauritius-based investors were granted USD 111 million by
UNCITRAL.



* Due to the Indian Government
not paying the compensation,
Devas filed an appeal in the US
and EU to liquidate assets of
Indian Public Sector
Undertaking (PSUs) for
recovery of penalty.












What is Zika Virus?
About:

The Zika virus, a mosquito-borne flavivirus, that is primarily spread by Aedes
mosquitoes, particularly Aedes aegypti.

Also, it can also be transmitted from mother to fetus during pregnancy, as well as
through sexual contact, transfusion of blood and blood products.




 History: Discovered in 1947 in the Zika forest in Uganda from
infected monkeys, the first human cases were recorded in 1952
in Uganda and Tanzania.

» Qutbreaks have occurred across Africa, the Americas, Asia, and the
Pacific since 2007.

 Notable outbreaks have occurred in Indian states like Kerala and
Karnataka in recent years.



» Treatment and Prevention: No specific treatment available.
Symptomatic relief and medical care advised for worsening
conditions.

* No vaccine available yet; prevention focused on mosquito bite
protection, eliminating breeding sites, and public health initiatives to
control mosquito populations.



 Consider the following statements: (2017)

1.In tropical regions, Zika virus disease is transmitted by the
same mosquito that transmits dengue.

2.Sexual transmission of Zika virus disease is possible.
« Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2



Krishi 24/7: Al Revolutionizing
Agricultural News Monitoring



» The collaboration between the Department of Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare (DA&FW) and the Wadhwani Institute for

Artificial Intelligence (Wadhwani Al) resulted in the
development of Krishi 24/7, a groundbreaking Al-powered
solution designed for automated agricultural news monitoring

and analysis.



« With support from Google, this innovation aims to transform
the process of identifying and managing agricultural news
articles, ensuring timely alerts and actions to safeguard
farmers' interests and foster sustainable agricultural growth.
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