


YouTuber Elvish Yadayv, 5 aides booked
in Noida for rave parties with snake




YouTuber Elvish Yadav and five of his associates
were booked after 20 ml of snake venom, 9
poisonous snakes were recovered from their
possession which they used during rave parties.

According to the Noida Police FIR, 5 cobras, 1
python and 1 two-headed snake, one rat snake were

recovered from their possession.
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®* The complaint against the rave party with snake poison was filed by BJP MP Maneka

Gandhi's NGO which was pursuing the case against Elvish Yadav for quite some time.
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Is Snake Venom is also a drug?

®* Using snake venom as a recreational drug is an
uncommon and highly dangerous practice in
India, carrying potentially life-threatening risks.
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Substances like tobacco, cannabis, and opium have been
long used for their mind-altering effects in recreational
contexts.

However, it may come as a surprise that derivatives from
reptiles such as snakes, reptiles, and scorpions can also
be utilized for recreational purposes, sometimes serving

as substitutes for other substances.
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According to the journal, individuals attempting this
form of abuse are primarily adolescents, although adults
occasionally engage in it as well.

They often display a strong dependence on multiple
substances and seek to maintain a continuous “state of

euphoria” (state of great happiness).
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Snakebites are typically obtained from nomadic
tribespeople, slum snake charmers, and involve snake
species such as the common krait (Bungarus caeruleus),
cobra (Naja naja), green snake (Opheodrys vernalis), rat
snake, and green vine.
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Snakebite in India

The World Health Organization (WHO) estimates that about 5 million snakebites occur each year, resulting in
up to 2.7 million envenomings. Published reports suggest that between 81,000 and 138,000 deaths occur
each year. Snakebite envenoming causes as many as 400,000 amputations and other permanent disabilities.
Many snakebites go unreported, often because victims seek treatment from non-medical sources or do not
have access to health care. As a result it is believed that many cases of snakebite go unreported.

Snake antivenoms are effective treatments to prevent or reverse most of the harmful effects of snakebite
envenoming. They are included in the WHO Essential Medicines List and should be part of any primary
health-care package where snake bites occur.

Unfortunately many people either lack access to antivenom, or cannot afford to pay for them. Many families
sell possessions or go into debt in order to obtain antivenom after someone is bitten. Difficulties in ensuring
proper regulation and testing of antivenoms also affect the availability of good quality, effective products.

WHO added snakebite envenoming to its priority list of neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) in June 2017. A
nationally representative study( Million Death study) noted--45,900 annual snakebite deaths nationally. In
India, around 90% of snakebites are caused by the 'big four' among the crawlers - common krait, Indian
cobra, Russell's viper and saw scaled viper. Effective interventions involving education and antivenom
provision would reduce snakebite deaths in India.




Huge gaps

government estimates are poles apart
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HOW ANTIVENOM
IS MADE

To make life-saving antivenoms, scientists enlist the help of
horses that live on specialized ranches. The scientists inject the

animals with a tiny, harmless dose of venom, which causes their

immune systems to produce antibodies—proteins that attack and
disable the venom toxins. Then the scientists can collect the anti-

bodies and use them to treat people who have been bitten or stung.

The plasma is sent to a lab,

where chemists purify it and
package it as a liquid or freeze-
dried powder, It is then shipped in
vials to hospital pharmacies.

When a patient comes in with

a bite or sting, doctors use an
IV line to inj he antivenom into
the patient's veins. The antibodies
circulate through the body and
neutralize the toxin molecules.

ANTIBODIES
TOXINS

A ranch hand injects a small,
harmless dose of venom
into a horse. The toxins in the
venom trigger the horse’s immune
system to produce antibodies that
neutralize those particular toxins.

A technician extracts and

later purifies venom from the
species for which scientists want
to make an antivenom.

—RED
BLOOD
CELLS

A ranch hand draws blood

from the horse. A machine
extracts the plasma, the part of the
blood that contains the antibodies.
The rest of the blood is returned
to the horse.

Over the next year, the horse
receives several booster
shots with increasing amounts
of venom. Eventually, the horse
produces so many antibodies that
it's immune to the venom.




What is the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972?

®* The Wild Life (Protection) Act, of 1972 provides a legal framework
for the protection of various species of wild animals and plants,
management of their habitats, regulation, and control of trade in wild
animals, plants, and products made from them

®* The act also lists schedules of plants and animals that are afforded
varying degrees of protection and monitoring by the government.
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What is the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972?

®* India's entry to the CITES (Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora) was made easier by
the Wildlife Act.

* Earlier, Jammu and Kashmir was not covered by the Wildlife
Protection Act of 1972. The Indian Wildlife Protection Act now

applies to J&K as a result of the reorganisation act.
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Wildlife (Protection) Amendment Act, 2022:

®* The Act seeks to increase the species protected under
the law and implement CITES.

®* The number of schedules has been reduced to four:

®* Schedule I containing animal species enjoying the
highest level of protection.

® Schedule II for animal species subject to a lesser
degree of protection.

®* Schedule III for protected plant species, and

®* Schedule IV for scheduled specimens under CITES



