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Delhi may turn venue for
dialogue on reviving the
Black Sea Grain Initiative

Nations Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres is on a

lon to revive the Black
Sea Grain Initiative (BSGI
or BSD. in talks on the side-
The
deal thar facilieates export
rain from Russia and

e e lapsed in July.
Am, in Delhi,

nister Sergey Lavrow.
well as

give assurances to Russia,
for an exchange that will al-
low

nge
ain _export from
blockaded Ukrainian ports

Ministry of External Af-

The Turkish-flagged bulker TQ S

ormsun carrying grain under the

UN's Black Sea Grain Initiative, off istanbul, in July. REUTESS.

fairs (MEA) officials sasd
v were unaware of any
meetings on the sidelines

of the G20 Summit, but

underlined India’s pos:

i support of the insative.

On Thursday., Mr. Gu-
terres said the UN
~dee; =
sol the issue,

markets despite EU and
U.S. sanctions n re-
rn

African Union to join G-20,
as Sherpas reach a deal

l\lﬂnber

Ananth Krishnan
NEW DELHI

he African Union
GU) is set to join
the G-20 as
tors agreed on clearing its
membership, according to
rces privy to the discus-
xlons at the Sherpa meet-
at a resort on the out-
Skires of Delhi.
This will mean the SS-

that Russia will not threa-
Ukrainian
ing

comNTINUED ON
» PAGE 14

in the Global South’s ambi-

'lub&::nu' breakth:

©n atert: Security personnel keep strict vigil near the G zc verme 2t
Pragati Maidan in New Dethi on Thursday. &Y MOORTHY

to the economic

talks paused on
Thursday afternoon, Sher-

. who are the personal

Iepresenc of each of
the G20 leaders. will move
their discussions to the
Delhi G20 venue next, but
negotiations will continue
until there is for

wnh bo(h Ruxsun

itical

A

Amend ordcr (o
end fast: Maratha

issue™
one of two paragraphs that
were agreed to in the Bali

graph 6~ of the latest draft,
that seeks to quote United

a pr

rMunBAL
Maratha quots protester Manoj
Jarange on Thursday said he
would end his fast only when

for issuing Kunbi caste
i to of

Nations General 'y
condemning
of Uk-

the community. » Page %

For the past
be
e oil, with ne-

a draft the
source:
No G-20 summit has
Joi

gotiations on a draft decla-

IIT Delhi cancels
survey on caste
bias within hours

NEW DELI

terncon. Much of the effort

ison the “geopol-

ose to 3
am.

CoNTINUED OM
» PAGE 14

SC students on campus, was

sspend thin hours on
Thussday sfter complaints of
it being “biased, msensitive,
and problematic™ » Page 7

Stalin joins issue with Modi on Sanatana
Dharma row; Congress sticks to middle path

political parties continues.

Defending his son over
his statements,
nister M.K.

eagues  wer
using Mr. Udhayansdhi's re-
marks to divert attention
from issues such as the
conflict in Manipur and the

o alker
bette

MG TO UL W

is made of
- evervone has
ndian Consti-
pares’s tradi-
W us 1o show someone as
nothers

and_“deep-rooted Hindu-
phobia~ of the INDIA al-
Hance. He posted on X that
th

“We have a history of
bringing every religion and
thought together. And we

Higning the soul. spiric and
rooss of Bharar-
1 > . howewver,

hi on sday. Union
Eckacoaln. Misister. D
5d the

nidhi’s remark required a

remarks were leﬂecﬂve of
the “mental bankruptcy™

that this coun-
wry is made of myriad hues,

where eryone has a
place. Neither the Indian
Constitution nor our own
party’s traditon allow us

ra said rty had -
dy clearly stated it did not
such remarks.

PAWAN KHE distanced Hmelf from Mr. (o show someone as better
Conpress spokesperson Udhayanidhi’s statements.  than others,” he
Party op awan At a press conference on
Khera, at a press confe- Tuesday. Congress general
“proper response™ rence on Thursd. said y K.C.

in the re- With former Union Mi-  the C. ev-  had short of criti-
nister A. Raja exten ery religion and faith had  cising Mr. Udhayanidhi's

support to Mr. Udhayanid-  &ts space and no one could  remarks.

conTiNuED ON
» PAGE 14
sesaLso

» PAGE 4

It’s populist measures
versus systemic issues

OPINION » PAGE 11

Modi presents a 12-point proposal
to expand India-ASEAN relations

JAKARTA

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thurs:

207 ASEAN — INDIA SUMMIT

Standing together:

for a collective fight against

e Minister Narendra Modi with ASEAN
leaders during the ASEAN-India Summet in Jakarta on Thursday. ANI

to strengthen sovereignty

1
ment of 2 mul dal con-

. terror

structure sta
partners.

The proposal included

the Prime Minister's call

and mation
and for raising issues being
faced by the Global South
n multilateral fora

Ao

Mods called for joint efforts

ial integrity of
all nations even as he said
India believes a code of
conduct for South China
Sea be effective and
compliant with the UN
Convention on the Law of
the Sea (UNCLOS).

conTmuss on
» PAGE 1.

Conversion plaint only by kin of affected: HC 5

NEW DELIL
Granting bail o two per-
sons booked und: Ut

ligion Act, 2021, the Allaha-
bad High Court said only

those related to the person
h

amount
under
The g made the ob-

to “allurement”
Act.

se
tributing the Bible and im-
parting teachings did not
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African Union to join G-20,
as Sherpas reach a deal

Membership of the AU in the grouping appears to be a major breakthrough, with both Russian

and Chinese officials backing the move; it is unclear whether the forum will be renamed ‘G-2I

Suhasini Haidar
Ananth Krishnan
NEW DELHI

he African Union
T (AU) is set to join
the G-20 as negotia-

tors agreed on clearing its
membership, according to
sources privy to the discus-
sions at the Sherpa meet-
ing at a resort on the out-
skirts of Delhi.

This will mean the 55-
member AU will join the
European Union as the on-
ly two regional bodies in
the G-20.

While it still unclear
whether the G-20 will be
renamed as the “G-21” after
the induction of the AU, In-
dian officials said the an-
nouncement would help
“leave a lasting imprint” of
the work the Indian Presi-
dency has done in bringing
in the Global South’s ambi-

sii

\ﬂ "m

On alert: Security personnel keep strict vigil near the G-20 venue at
Pragati Maidan in New Delhi on Thursday. RV. MOORTHY

tions to the economic
grouping.

As talks paused on
Thursday afternoon, Sher-
pas, who are the personal
representatives of each of
the G-20 leaders, will move
their discussions to the
Delhi G-20 venue next, but
negotiations will continue
until there is agreement for

a draft declaration, the
sources said.

No G-20 summit has
ended without a joint state-
ment, and Indian officials
who hope to avoid such an
outcome say they hope to
fill the gaps by the time the
summit ends on Sunday af-
ternoon. Much of the effort
is on resolving the “geopol-

itical issue” paragraph,
one of two paragraphs that
were agreed to in the Bali
G-20 document last year,
that Russia and China have
opposed in the Indian
draft. The most significant
differences are over “Para-
graph 6” of the latest draft,
that seeks to quote United
Nations General Assembly
resolutions condemning
the Russian invasion of Uk-
raine, but there remain
others, the sources said.

For the past month,
Sherpas have been burning
the midnight oil, with ne-
gotiations on a draft decla-
ration continuing until the
early hours of the morn-
ing. Even on Thursday, the
latest version of the draft
was circulated close to 3
a.m.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 14




Il Member states
. Suspended states

Political centres

Largest urban
agglomerations

Addis Ababa?
JohannesburgP

Cairo
Lagos

Establishment

* OAU Charter
* Abuja Treaty
« Sirte Declaration

« African Union
founded

« Admission of
South Sudan

« Admission of

25 May 1963

3 June 1991

9 September 1999
9 July 2002

9 July 2011

31 January 2017

Official Arabic - English - French
languages - Portuguese - Spanish -
Swahili - and any other
African languagel2ll3]
Demonym(s) African
Type Continental union
Membership 55 member [show]
states
9 observer states [show]
Leaders

+ Chairperson

« Commission
Chairperson

+ Parliamentary
President

Azali Assoumani
Moussa Fakil4!

Fortune Z. Charumbira

Morocco
* African 1 January 2021
Continental
Free Trade
Area (AfCFTA)
Area
« Total 29,922,059/°! km?
(11,552,972 sq mi)
Population
- 2020 estimate 4 1,321,000,000!"°te &l
GDP (PPP) 2020 estimate
- Total A $7.573 trillion(6linote 9]
* Per capita A $5,733[6
GDP (nominal) 2020 estimate
- Total A $2.587 trillion[6linote 10]
* Per capita A $1,958(6]
HDI (2020)

0.577




All leaders at the 2021 G20 Summit in Rome, ltaly.

- —~ vt e ‘
55 o &
Fagy ® -

. - w»>

. Member countries in the G-20

. Countries represented through the membership of the
European Union

Countries permanently invited (Spain)

Formation 26 September 1999 (23 years ago)

2008 (heads-of-state/heads-of-government
summits)

Type International organization

Purpose Bring together systemically important

industrialized and developing economies to
discuss key issues in the global economy."]

Membership 20 members!? [show]

Chairman = Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of India
(Incumbent)
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Number of CBI officers Estimated growth in
o o domestic air passenger
Fit to width . afficin FY2024: ICRA

international air passenger traffic, and
improved pricing power, the industry &=
also expected to trim the losses. »r

Decrease in China's
exports in the fourth
month of decline

o cancncaopet o

S8 Toonnn
et

g

imports =isd 7.3% to $216.51 bi
trade surplus fell to S 68.36

People rescued from
floodwaters in Greece
after days of flood

8 People have b

rescued over the past
tweo days from Rloods
in Greece, the fire dep:
after rainstorms tummed strects ints raglng
torrents and washing away roads.

Increase in online gig
work from 2016 to first
uarter of 2023

o iotnia ad e young people.

sccording to 3 World Bank report. s

in percentage. Amidst n percentage. OnBine gig work

= srowing globally, cresting an
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Impact of RBI’s lendlng guldehnes

EXPLAINER

Saptaparno Ghosh

The story so far:

g 18, apex bankin,
reguiator the Reserve Bank of
india (RED issued guidelines
bling a ver to
transition from a floating interest
r to one with a fi

benchmark interest rate. A lack of proper
ommunicatios

consent form.

provisions would be ext d to

as well as new loans by the end of the
current calendar year.

What exactly has the RBI instructed?
The apex banking regulator has given
borrowers the option to switch over to a
fixed gnterest) rate mechanism for thekr
loans fr. oating rates. This would
Toimedt oo o -approved policy drafted

could be allowed during the

nure.
The lender must also transparently
o the

Charnges alongside service charge
Sdministrative costs associated with the
transition.

The responsibility would rest with the
lender to communicas hy
time of loan sanction, l.he lrnpac(

%o prepay the loan, cikher
3¢ Ay potnt during te tenure. This

wou]d . seill invite

or pre-payment penalty. Further,

The remulacat s Soemt vt londing

enities provide borrowers, through

ac the

end of each quarter enumerating the

principal and interest recovered till date.,

EMI amount, number of EMIls leﬁ and
lised

The instructions would apply to all
equated instalment-based loans of
different periodicities albeit with certain
changes based on the nature of the loan_

Financial assessment: RBI stated in the circular that the lending entities are required to consider the

repayment capacity of the prospective borrower. REUTERS

the other hand, floating interest rates are
subject to market dyn:

rate —
S also contended by Ceveral lemding
encities, ing interest rates are
generally lower than fixed interest rates.
For example, if the floating interest rate
for home loans is 10.5%, the fixed interest
rate would be 12%.

that even if the floating
Interest rate were to rise by up w25

poini

ts, the
25k to ssve more money when It Is below
the fixed rate. It has been widely argued
that their preference for the floati
rate is to better adjust their
positions as per the evolving market
dynamics. The advantages are

‘What is the a
fixed and floating interest rate?

Fixed interest rates are those that do not
change during the tenure of the loan. On

onto the s savis
pool. but the opposite also holds true in a
rising benchmark rate regime.

noteworthy is the fact that floating

What is heat index and why is
it important to measure?

How does hij humidity imy

levels do heat cramps or heat exhaustion become likely?

The story so f
arlier in August. Iran recorded a
Scorching heat index of 70
degrees Celsius (“C) in the
coastal part of the country, a

Country had aiso declared public holidays
on August 2 and 3 on account o(‘
“unprecedented heat,” Reute:

How is the heat index calculated?
A complex formula cA.lul.Ix(e heat index

-t the human body during a heatwave? At what temperature and humidity

the dew point in his calculations. Some
<countries have de\-e topec their own

was published by Dr. Rober, a
professor in the textiles and d clothing

in 1979. Dr. S(ead.lnan pubushed two

hea
o by g tves Ao tae ome eveloped
by Dr. Steadman.

papers titled The of -

Part I: A Temperature-Humidity Index

Based on Human Phystology and Clothing

Sclence, and Pars II: Effects of Wind, Extra
and

This is not the first m‘ne!Nsyeardla(Ixa.n
is dealing with extreme heat. In July,
uU.sS.-based w er observer Colin
NicCarthy reported that the Persian Gulf
Airport recorded a heat index of 66.7 "C.

What is heat index?
Heat index, also known as apparent
ature, is a measure of how the

portan
determines heat thdex. along with air
temperature.

i B

. both descrﬂ)ing
his calculations ofheﬂ index.

Dr. Steadman'’s study considers a
“typical adult human of either sex, with
height of 1.7 metres and a weight of 67

Dew point, which is the temperature at
which gas is transformed into a liqusd
state, is an important factor in the
calculation of heat index. In terms of

moisture, it's the
temperatuire ac which air cannot hold any
more water vapour, and droplets of water
begin to form. Dr. Steadman used 14 “C as

1s it impos to the heat
index?

Hot alr can hold more molsture than cold
air. Therefore, when temperature rises,

the air's czpaclr) to hold moisture also

thus the
ac index. Humidicy is
ypically hi m.;t.u during heat wave.
which s why the heat index at the time is
usually h.gher than just the temperatur
because humid air can feel hotter to
humans.

How does high humidity impact the

human body’
High humidity can lead to heat
meaning i= umable to et r1dt or

interest rate loans do not draw any

prepayment penalty— unlike fixed rate
ns._
However, the fixed rate-based regime
endows a borrower with greater certain
and securky. This also helps in better

Cordingly decide the
ety o

in a largely similar context. in 2010,
VK. Sharma, then Executive Director at
the RAL said ac a conclave that lenders

THE GIST

-~

n August 18, the RBI issued
e rremers
o switch from ﬂoat-\s %o fixed
interest rate loacs. The move
s to address con

Banchmartc antarast rates rise.

may argue that
would prefer a floating rate loan € a fixed

Wikl hawe the option
o switch based on a
policy drafted

rate. This is where RBI's
fing to “customer appropriateness
and financial lteracy and credit
gounselliing™ enjoined upen banks come
he pointed out.
““This is because typically an
and

borrower may be s the

prevailing lower short-term interest rates,

almost completely oblivious to the

potentially higher interest rates over such
10 years or

whnlslxmss(an-:eon

Sy the lending entity.
Speciying the mumber of
SHowable witches during the
toan terure.

Lenders must transparently
communicate 38 relevant
charges and administrative
costs assocated with the
transition.

Bocrowers will receive clear

ent capacity?
RHI stated in the cireular that lending
entities are required to consider the

Empact of switching. such 2=

of ¢
borrower. This i to allow
or
ation of tenure and/or Increase
Songpayment capacky would last

(the age factor). He cautioned that it
be necessary to “avoid unduly long

‘e are just pr
nes.” he informed.

37.2 “C. When the body is unable to get
rid of excess heat, the heart rate increases
due to a rise in core temperature, leading
to heat-related exhaustion and rashes,
arnong other symptoms. It can also
fatal if not addressed promptly.

At high temperatures, the human body
can lose excess heat through perspiration
and cool itself. But when humidity is high

s
motsture. This makes it difficult for the
body to lose heat.

On the other hand, if the humidity &
low, evaporation of sweat is easier, thus
making the apparent temperature feel
close to the actual air temperature.

This is why a measure of heat index is
more useful than just the temperature to
sgauge the impact of heat on humans.

What measures can we take to adapt?
A heat index value of 67°C or above can

anm. direct and prolonge,
exposure, sald Tashina ppa
Cher, % at the Centre

nior associate

for Saudy of Sctence, Technology and
Policy.

“With climate change, u &s likely that
we will continue to witne:
record-brealking heat index values acrass
the world. We will need to prepare and

adapt to such extreme conditions by

inveseing in early warning, m.

core temperature in the rangs of 36.1 to

lng
o work timings. and fnding
S mnabic cooling sotations: she added.

THE GIST

iran experienced extreme heat

et & hreat lndes of 20°C i
August, leading to public

by being deciared due to
the unprecedented heat

The hest index, siso known a3

feets to humans, taking nto
account relative humidity and
sir temnperature.

Or. Robert Steadm:
developed a complex formula
i 1579 to caloutate the heat
index, considering factors like
dew point 2nd stmosphernic
moisture.

Measuring the heat index i
smportant because

hurmedity during heatwaves can
tead to heat stress and
heat-related health issues in

n




What is heat index and why is
it important to measure?

How does high humidity impact the human body during a heatwave? At what temperature and humidity

levels do heat cramps or heat exhaustion become likely?

Priyali Prakash

The story so far:
arlier in August, Iran recorded a
scorching heat index of 70
degrees Celsius (°C) in the
coastal part of the country, a
metric at which survival of life is
unfathomable, if not impossible. The
country had also declared public holidays
on August 2 and 3 on account of
“unprecedented heat,” Reuters reported.
This is not the first time this year that Iran
is dealing with extreme heat. In July,
U.S.-based weather observer Colin
McCarthy reported that the Persian Gulf
Airport recorded a heat index of 66.7 °C.

What is heat index?
Heat index, also known as apparent

temperature, is a measure of how the
temperature feels to humans. Relative
humidity is an important factor that

determines heat index, along with air
temperature.

How is the heat index calculated?

A complex formula to calculate heat index
was published by Dr. Robert Steadman, a
professor in the textiles and clothing
department of Colorado State University,
in 1979. Dr. Steadman published two
papers titled The Assessment of Sultriness -
Part I: A Temperature-Humidity Index
Based on Human Physiology and Clothing
Science, and Part II: Effects of Wind, Extra
Radiation and Barometric Pressure on
Apparent Temperature, both describing
his calculations of heat index.

Dr. Steadman’s study considers a
“typical adult human of either sex, with a
height of 1.7 metres and a weight of 67
kg.”

Dew point, which is the temperature at
which gas is transformed into a liquid
state, is an important factor in the
calculation of heat index. In terms of
atmospheric moisture, it’s the
temperature at which air cannot hold any
more water vapour, and droplets of water
begin to form. Dr. Steadman used 14 °C as

the dew point in his calculations. Some
countries have developed their own
corresponding indices to measure heat
index instead of using the one developed
by Dr. Steadman.

Is it important to measure the heat
index?

Hot air can hold more moisture than cold
air. Therefore, when temperature rises,
the air’s capacity to hold moisture also
increases, thus affecting the apparent
temperature or heat index. Humidity is
typically higher during heat waves —
which is why the heat index at the time is
usually higher than just the temperature
because humid air can feel hotter to
humans.

How does high humidity impact the
human body?

High humidity can lead to heat stress,
meaning the body is unable to get rid of
excess heat. Humans usually maintain a
core temperature in the range of 36.1 to

37.2 °C. When the body is unable to get
rid of excess heat, the heart rate increases
due to a rise in core temperature, leading
to heat-related exhaustion and rashes,
among other symptoms. It can also be
fatal if not addressed promptly.

At high temperatures, the human body
can lose excess heat through perspiration
and cool itself. But when humidity is high
as well, it is difficult to sweat and then for
that sweat to evaporate because the air
around is already saturated with
moisture. This makes it difficult for the
body to lose heat.

On the other hand, if the humidity is
low, evaporation of sweat is easier, thus
making the apparent temperature feel
close to the actual air temperature.

This is why a measure of heat index is
more useful than just the temperature to
gauge the impact of heat on humans.

What measures can we take to adapt?
A heat index value of 67°C or above can
be extremely dangerous for people and
animals who have direct and prolonged
exposure, said Tashina Madappa
Cheranda, senior associate at the Centre
for Study of Science, Technology and
Policy.

“With climate change, it is likely that
we will continue to witness
record-breaking heat index values across
the world. We will need to prepare and
adapt to such extreme conditions by
investing in early warning, making
changes to work timings, and finding
sustainable cooling solutions,” she added.
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Iran experienced extreme heat
with a heat index of 70°C in
August, leading to public
holidays being declared due to
the unprecedented heat.

v

The heat index, also known as
the apparent temperature,
measures how the temperature
feels to humans, taking into
account relative humidity and
air temperature.

v

Dr. Robert Steadman
developed a complex formula
in 1979 to calculate the heat
index, considering factors like
dew point and atmospheric
moisture.

v

Measuring the heat index is
important because high
humidity during heatwaves can
lead to heat stress and
heat-related health issues in
humans.
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Poila Baisakh is West Bengal
Foundation Day: Assembly

The West Bengal

mbly, with 167 MLAS voting in support of
solution. A controversy had erupced earlier (hls
ear when the Raj Bhavan had cbserved June 20,

as the State Foundation Day. The Assembly also

passed a
Fagore's Bangiar

tiaet Banglar JoI (Bengal's soil

and Bengal's water) as the official song of West
Bengal

President Droupadi Murmu to

Centre to stop sites from weaving
‘dark patterns’ to mislead buyers

Draft guidelines ¢
i confirm sl

NEW DELHI

he Centre
sought public com.
ments on the dr:
guidelines for prevention
and regulation of -dark
patterns~ on the Internet,
icularly in e-commerce
platforms. The guidelines
include ways to prevent
and regulate false urgency,
basket sneaking. confirm
ming, forced action,
trap and

Affairs Ministry's website,
till October S
patterns have been
fe

reature of ma-

inaugurate NHRIs conference

di Murmu

Inaugurate the

President Droupa will
biennial conference of the National Hum.,

s

Irctitutions (NHRES) of Asia Pacific in New

Delhi on September 20. The conference is being

organised by the National Human Rights

Commission (NHRC), India, in collaboration with
ber

the Asia Pacific For
countries

um, in which mem|
more than 1,300 plus delegates
from India and abroad are likely to participate. In

conference, the NHRK_ on Thursday sasd that the

heads,
S emor ofhciats of the NHRIS of a foml 23
countries.

Railway institute signs MoU
with Airbus to create jobs

‘With an aim to create 15,000 job opportunities
for Indian students and strengthen the country’s

aviation
@GSV,

sector, Catd Shakel Vishmavidyalzya
of ndsar

sgned
memorandum of understanding (MoU) \mlh me
E

urope.
‘The MoU was si,
Remi Maillard, president and ma
Alrbus India and South Asia,

an aviation major Afrbus on

e the Rl Bhavan berween
naging director,
and Manoj

Choudhary, Vice-Chancellor, GSV. Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said the MoU would
create ‘ob opportmities for students az per

1 15,000

tha
et ardlikely 1o e placed in AlbuS: Tndian
operations.

ULP. to release dictionary for

the regional dialects of State

The Uttar Pradesh State Institute of Education
(SIE) designed a first-of-its-kind dialects

dictionary containing

000 words in regional

conserving regional dialects of the State and also
and helping in removing i

the nodal agency, will release the vol
The initiative is in line with

the new National

Education Policy (NEP) 2020, which calls for
conserving and promoting regional dialects.

started taking steps to Nmit
them. In the European Un-
ion, for example. users

Caught in trap: Dark patterns have been o

prominent feature of

many apps and websites Suring the Internet’s growth. ISTOCKPHGTO

ers through a series of pag-
es seeking to retain them.
After calks with the Euro-

mething they originally did
not intend or want to do:
by subverting or impairing

pe:
e agreed last June
o simplify the

decision making or choice;
w0

n rur ublic comments till October 5; they include ways to prevent and regulate “false urgency, sket
forced action, subscription trap’: applicable to online platforms induding sellers and .}d\f(’_’l‘llsl’l\

Fit to width r

sion of additional items at

3
dio or any other means to
create a sense of fear or
me or ridicule or guilt
in the mind of the user.

taking an action that w
re the user to buy

ditsonal ; ~subscrip-

tion trap”, or the proces:

making ca:
paid subscription impossi-
ble or complex; “interface
interference™,

bait sw ¢
practice of advertising a
based

“Misleading users®
The draft have

or unfair
trade practice or violation
of

defined dark patterns as
“any practices or deceptive
gdesign patterns using user

Prime service was difficult
to unsubscribe online, as
the firm would redirect us-

user expe-
rience tnteractions on any
platform; designed to mis-
rick users to do so-

rights”
Some of the different
types of dark patterns, de-
fined by the I\anslr). are

ng

on the user's action. ~Drip
pricing™ Is another such

upfront and “disguised ad-

vertisement~ and nagging
have been defined by the

“false urgency”, me:
i

ket
sneaking~, meaning inclu-

n ¢
“Guidelines uld
made applicable to all e

persons and online plat-
forms including sellers and
advertisers,” the Ministry
said in a release.

Renu Gupta, an advo-
cate who has written about

‘Assets worth
over $1.8 bn
recovered
under FEOA

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Union Ainister
singh on Thursday sasd as-
sets estimated at more
than $12 billion had bee:

atiached since 2014 under

and
lon, commended the in-
troducton of the draf -
delines, but cautioned that
enforcement might be a

~The real L chalienge les
in pr.
that certain practices i

“Consider the ‘false cate-
gory®, for instance.

Economic Offenders Act
FEOA).

In his inaugural address
at the first-ever Interna-

the Narendra Modiled Un-

will a
if a hotel or platform claim-
“ s remain-

= A P
nuinely providing accurate
das

Ms. Gupta sa

further clarity.

son g
He said there has been a
steep jump in the extradi-
tion of criminals and fugi-
tives in recent years partic-
ularly after country
hosted the 9Oth Interpal
General Assembly in Oc-
2022. During the
UPA period (2005-2013),
on average around four cri-
minals or fugitives re-
turned to India, while the
number jumped to 10 after
the BJP came to power in
2014, said the Minsster.

Looking back: The images of earth

Space Research Org:

A celestial click

d meon beamed by Aditya-L1, which were released by the indian

ation on Thursday, as the mission heads to the Lagrange Point 1 (L1). P71

Bengal Governor ‘invites’
Mamata to stage protests
inside the Raj Bhavan

KOLKATA

West Bengal Governor C.
Ananda Bose on Thursday

noured guest~ to the Raj
Bhavan for staging any
proeest she wished to on

the premises.

~1 will request my es-
teemed constitutional col-
league, the honourable
©nM. to come inside the Raj
Bhavan and hold protests if
she wants. Why she

Resentment brewing in Odisha

Satvasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

bauxite mining projects.
‘While
and Kodingamali mines are

is in
Rayagada district of Odisha
as people of the villages
have start coming to-
gether in protest against

ndemn
these anti-people policies

“dha
side the Raj Bhavan If the
G “hold-

of the the
police brutality and the
Arms Act on people. These
atrocities are carried out in
order to squeeze the de-
mocratic  space.” ba
Ranjan, general secretary
of GASS,

ing back™ Bifls passed by
embly.

P amer in the day. the
Governor said that he
would continue his fight to
make the universities free
of corruption and vio-

CV. Ananda Bose

lence. In a video message

lors (v-Ca) for the State-run
universities.
“The Hon'ble S

esign. Why? They told me
they were being threa.
tened . sensor 1AS

to resign. resigned
out of foar the Governor
said.

In another develop-

ment, a section of academ-
scs said that they would
hold est gathering in
front of the Raj Bhavan

gates. A “peaceful and

lent protest” will be held
¥ v E nists”

Forum a

s ordered you
[Higher Education Depart-

t] ... your action was
held illegal. The

a situation I appoint-
oa interim V-Co.~ M. Bose

The Gowvernor said he

“we will also protest

against the inaction of the
rernor the Bills
med by the West Bengal
tive Assembly on

stitutional,” Professor Mis-
hra sasd.

i
3, Sraduatehugs piie master W
o

iern stout European clothe:

Fevyn 5)
Cooking equipment from Coventry (4]
For (-amwe Jupiers wrorat model (6]

ot SEat 60 wrse recon

Mount damaged ladder
Bado enthusiast permitied a pla
Score more than S0

evidence? This is the essence

tept behind service truck intally (8)

13965

To solve this puzzle online.
et across to our crossword she
w Rarapss qrEo-page ik 1T

After bath, Neil walks dog (7)

HESRRERS

That chap is accompanied by the Spanizh bounder (4}
Dipzomaniac and medico 3t UN begnning to kiss on a road

a5

Scrape away some candelatea debeis (6)
Take care of toad hopping around damaged tent (5,
Egyptian peasant dropped a hint to some exzent (8)

Old sitver with newspaper bozs (4]

Sailkor consumed a drop of drink and slacked off {6)

Hot inside gas et

or that iz 3 longer distance away (7]

Shown app designed in uncie’s place (3}
After ineractive program, Thomas is betind (5]

Fruit and vegetable, fight? (3]

General's oppaser on hand {5)
Evening before book ceremony, for examgle (S)
words spefied simiarky but

c(aﬁnou(dconllwmm pured. Wil not lead 1o

Prrsee.
death (3

nmp;-“r carrying recipe for liquid coating matersal (7)
Temptation everyone at old place expermnced in the beginring

(s}

Gt old Roman and Greek currency 16)

st Lady's new fat (4]

Animals kept in new estate (4)

1
2

3

-

s

.

£l

1e

16

1s home, Sor example, for
20

21

23

2s

ar

23

e—

0
o N (O

3
74

DIFFICULTY AATING. S e e Tr

Selution to previous puzte
-

FAITH
Gugga’s blessings

A day alies

Nava-

ugEa
. The popular folk and religious festival observed across

llajasl.han Haryana, Punjab,
tar Pradesh,

. Jammu and
among other States, reflects the syncretic and

Kashrmir, and Ut-

fluid traditions of our country, where Gugga is

ople of different sects an,

pes
Abbi said in a lecture.

wor-
d religions, Kumool

Devotees pray to Gugga, the snake God, for health, for

procreation and

for protection. G

Navami is observed

on the nlmh day of Krishna Paksha in Bhardapad month

and usually falls on

o the
the day after celebrating, Krishna's avatar. Gugsa, who ks

was a p
King Jewar of the Agniva

by Hindus, Gugga pir or Gugga

Rafpo prinos, born o Guasen
msa lineage of the

(.ugga Navami begins on the day of

Rakhi and continues for nine days during which time de-
Totees undertale s pilgrinage to the Craga medi vllage in

das (snake

charmers and poison removers) carry “the standard of
D

songs called pir ke

mandlis and prayers take place

Solution to yesterday's Sudoku  vePerated as G -
S[2[A[6[BIZ|5[3[1] =hirplrby Mudlims,

86 1543972 mauhandanonzaj

s 731 209|846 The

23 9|81 4(65/7|

g ; g | ? g 3.8 3' district of
$Eoread If

7 14 1 oie the
1asi238l769 m(,.“:g;;mﬁﬂnyg catied marhis.



Poila Baisakh is West Bengal

Foundation Day: Assembly

The West Bengal Legislative Assembly on
Thursday passed a resolution declaring Poila
Baisakh, the first day of the Bengali calendar, as
Bangla Dibas, or West Bengal Foundation Day.
The resolution was passed after a debate in the
Assembly, with 167 MLAs voting in support of the
resolution. A controversy had erupted earlier this
year when the Raj Bhavan had observed June 20,
as the State Foundation Day. The Assembly also
passed a proposal of making Rabindranath
Tagore’s ‘Banglar Mati Banglar Jol’ (Bengal’s soil
and Bengal’s water) as the official song of West
Bengal.




Capital (IeTur! )

Formation (fAufor)

Total Area (F &%)

Area Rank (87 ¥5)
Population (SH3%A)
Population rank (SH3@ ¥&)
Density (89d)

Literacy Rate (HI&RdTI <X )(%)
Sex Ratio

Legislative Assembly (fdumd InT)
Lower House (& HT)
Upper House (ITSTHMT)
Number of Districts (fsi@l)
High Court

Language (MTHT)

Lake (3fie)

River(dd)

Kolkata

1950

88,752 km2 (34,267 sq mi)
14th

91,347,736

4th

1,029/km2 (2,670/sq mi)
76.26%

950(F)/1000(M)

295 Seats

42 Seats

16

23

Calcutta High Court

English and Bengali are the two official
(presumabily, first official) languages of the
state. To these will be added Urdu, Gurmukhi,
Nepali, Ol-Chiki, Oriya and Hindi

Debar Lake, East Calcutta Wetlands,
JorePokhri, Mirik Lake, RabindraSarobar,
Rasikbil, Santragachhi Lake, Senchal Lake
Ajay N, Barakar, Bhagirathi, Bhairab R,
Damodar, Ganga, Ganga or Padma, Hooghly
River, Jalangi N, Jaldhaka, Mahananda,
Subarnarekha, Teesta, Torsa



Dam (diH)

Stadium (Rfsaw)

Festival (d@lgR)

Folk Dance (@& JaT)

Port (42377)

National Park (3T 3a119)

Thermal Power Plant (a9 faga W4a)

Wildlife Sanctuary (a<Isild 3naRYY)

The Mukutmanipur Dam

Eden Gardens

Nandikar’s National Theatre Festival, Durga
pooja

Gambhira Dance, Kathi dance, The Baul
dance, Domni, Dhunachi

The Port of Kolkata

Gorumara National Park, Buxa National Park,
Buxa National Park, Singalila National Park,
Jaldapara National Park, Sundarbans National
Park

Farakka Super Thermal Power Plant,
Durgapur Steel Thermal Power Station

Ballabhpur Wildlife Sanctuary, Bethuadahari
Wildlife Sanctuary , The Buxa Tiger Reserve ,
Chapramari Wildlife Sanctuary ,
ChintamoniKar Bird Sanctuary , The Haliday
Island Wildlife , JorePokhri Wildlife Sanctuary
, Mahananda Wildlife Sanctuary , Raiganj
Wildlife Sanctuary , Ramnabagan Wildlife
Sanctuary , SajnakhaliwildlifeSanctuary ,
Senchal Wildlife Sanctuary , The Sundarbans
National Park



Clockwise from top:
Howrah Bridge; Chhau dance in Purulia; Durga Puja;
Bengal tiger in Sundarbans National Park; Darjeeling

from Happy Valley Tea Estate; Digha beach; Hazarduari

Palace; Dakshineswar Kali Temple

Before was

Bengal Province

Formation 15 August 1947
(by bifurcation)
Capital Kolkata

and largest city
Largest metro

Kolkata metropolitan area

Districts 23 (5 divisions)
Government

* Body Government of West Bengal
» Governor C. V. Ananda Bose

 Chief minister

Mamata Banerjee (TMC)

State Legislature
» Assembly

National Parliament

Unicameral

West Bengal Legislative
Assembly (294 seats)

Parliament of India

PoriTi N

* Rajya Sabha 16 seats

* Lok Sabha 42 seats

High Court Calcutta High Court
Area

- Total 88,752 km? (34,267 sq mi)
* Rank 13th

Dimensions

* Length 623 km (387 mi)

+ Width 320 km (200 mi)
Elevation 500 m (1,600 ft)
Highest elevation 3,636 m (11,929 ft)
(Sandakphul?))

Lowest elevation 11 m (36 ft)

(Near Bay of Bengal)

Population (2011)[]

* Total A 91,347,736

* Rank 4th

- Density 1,029/km? (2,670/sq mi)
* Urban 31.87%

* Rural 68.13%




Language
« Official
* Additional official

- Official script

Bengalil4! « English

Nepali « Urdu ¢ Hindi « Odia *
Santali < Punjabi - Kamtapuri *
Rajbanshi « Kudmali/Kurmali «
Kurukh « Telugul*!

Bengali-Assamese script

GDP!/5I6]
* Total (2023)

AZ17.19 lakh crore
(US$220 billion)

* Rank 6th

* Per capita A3121,463 (US$1,500) (20th)
Time zone UTC+05:30 (IST)

ISO 3166 code IN-WB

Vehicle registration @ WB

HDI (2022) A 0.674 7] (24th)
Literacy (2017) A 80.5%8l (19th)

Sex ratio (2011) 950 £ /1000 3 [°] (8th)




Emblem of West Bengal

Song

Bird
Fish
Flower
Fruit
Mammal
Tree

Banglar Mati Banglar Jol
(The Soil of Bengal, The
Water of Bengal)!'!

White-throated kingfisher
llish

Night-flowering jasmine
Mango

Fishing cat

Chhaatim tree
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Australia PM confirms China visit.

Lisa

s ready to resume exchan

Sasstralia’s Prire Minister Anthoery Albanese confirmed on Thursday

ith China's premier,
frer

g was ready to resume bilaterat exchanges 3

years of fiction. The announcement came after 3 years-long bresk

- political

[rm—_——

ADDIS ABABA

Police beat. arrest

su rters in Ethiopia’s

=y

-~
The police in Ethiopia's wardmrrrd region of Tigray amested and

¢ 2 coalition of

teaders ai
Oppastion partics ahead I planned demonstrations agsrst th

regicers interi

s acrministration led by the Tagray Peoplcs Liberation

Front (TPLF) on Thursday, 3 protest organiser said. ar

YEREVAN

Armenia PM says Azerbaijan

re; ‘milit

[N
Armenian Prime Minister Nikol P:sh-vy:r\ on Thursday accused
of

CAIRO

Sudan’s Army chief travels to Qatar
for talks with emir as conflict rages

rovocation’

REUTERS

s REUTERS.
Sudan's Army chief Abdel Fattah Burhan travelled to Qata:

reparing 3

corcentratng troops Slong the arth-foes” shared border
the

against its forces by Thursday for tallcs with the countoy's emic shc-kh Tamim bin Hamad

Al Thans, making his

regi
have been locked in a decades-ong conflict. a

on republics 0 the mistary and a rival p.:rr-lllxyhr(rtn el

Sudanese state media s

At ASEAN summit, Indonesia
warns against new conflicts

Interactions between officials from the US. and China are being closely watched as they seek

1o control tensions that risk flaring anew over issues ranging from Taiwan to tes with Moscow

France Presse
JAKARTA

ndone: warned
leadiers anludl.ng u.s.
Vice-President Kama-
1a Harris, Chinese Premier
Li Qiang and Russian Fo-

an Asia summit in Ja-

karta on Thursday.
The meeting brought
on and Bel -

Interactions en “E 1 has an  (ASEAN),
the officials from the equal o not
world's top two s create new conflicts, to not
are being closely create new x

Sergey Lavrow, left, Kamats
member nations

as they seek to control ten-
risk flaring anew
from

Harris, middle, among other leaders of
Guring the ASEAN Sumnmit on Thursday. A®

the same we also have

a responslbﬂlly to lower

heated tensions,” Indone-
sian President Joko Wido-

do, clmir of tha Amocition

of Southe:

i i dosmg

Ms. Harris spoke about
“Russia’s fllegal nvasion of

Ukraine”, maritime chal-

China may be
using Al to
sway US.
voters, says
Microsoft

Beuters

Philippines opposes ‘militia
vessels’ in South China Sea

Another resupply mission
JAKARTA to the shoal was also ha-
Philippine President Ferdi-
nand Marcos told leaders
at a summit in Indonesia
on Th to oppose the

said
Thursday they found
What they believe is a net-
work of fake, Chinese-con-
wolled social media ac-
counts seeking to influence
U-S. voters by using artifi-
intelligence.
A Chinge embassy spo-
in

=
summit was the first time
top U.S. and Russian offi-
cials have sat the
same table in almost two
months, after US. and Eu-
ropean

demned Mr. Lavrov at a Ju-
Iy ministerial me over

Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine.
M. v spoke of the

risks of the “militarisation
ccusing thy

said that such accusations
were ~full of prejudice and

part suspected Chi-
Rare “information opera-
tion. The campaign bore si-
milarities to activity which
the United States Depart-
ustice has attri-

- ite group
na’s] Ministry of
Public Security,” Microsoft
sasd.

use of “coast guard and

ately grounded the ship to
maritime militia vessels~ in

stake its claims on the

south China Sea, shoal in the disputed sea,
where Manila has a territo- which China claims almost
rial dispute with Beling. in its entirety.

“hina, which has busilt

r
countries

~We are concerned over

consistent actions that are
in violation of obligations
under international law.”

military facilities on
caimed territory., has
urged the Philippines to re-
move the ship. It has also
used boats. which Manila
described as “militia ves-

itia
sela, to enforce ite clalnie
ainst maller

Chinese coast guard ves-
sels fired water cannon on
August S ar a Filipino ship

fon to resupply

such.nomcmps . Damines stmtoned s mons et would inerease
well as violations of in-  World War Il-era ship on  tensions and
ternational law. Second Thomas Shoal. miscalculations.

‘Systematic repression’
crushing Myanmar: UN

JAKARTA

Hopes of a return to de-

bloody crackdown on
dissent.

“Brutal violence, wor-
sening poverty, and syste-
matic

Mysmomar _ are = being

are crush-
ing hopes for a return to

UK. rejoins

Associated Press
LoNDON

Britain is rejoining the Eu-
rope. nion’s $100 bil-
Lion science-sharing pro-
gramme Horizon Europe,
the two sides announced

pression™. United Nanans

is untenable,”
said before a meeting with
the ASEAN, of which Myan-
mar is a meml

The junta was not in at-
tendance  after  being
barred from

more than

two years afer the coun

try’s membership became
of Brexit.

British _sclentists  ex-

pressed relief at the deci-

sion, the latest of

EU’s science research programme

ment said the country was
bec: a ~fully associ:

space
programme’s Earth obser-
wvation

Eritain is also

EL space program’s
Earth

<o ent

der Leyen, who signed off
o the deal during a call
with Rishi

French court backs
abaya ban in schools

a border with an EU mem-

s, the Republic of

trefand. S cation. usli head-
The two sides struck a | pams scarves have already been

deal to ease tension:

in February, but Horizon | Frances top An repre-

tive court on senting Muslims filed a mo-
tion with the State Council,

Brance's court, for

Prime
Sunak on Wednesday. ~We
will continue to be at the

The EU and U.K. are

ASEAN summits until it im-

the EU and its former

two

peace plan agreed |
years ago.

n:
After months of negotia-
tions, the British govern-

key partners and
allies, and today’s agree-

of global science
and research.™
The EU blocked Britain

over
Nosthern Ireland, the onl
part of the U.K. that shares

verely tested during the iscriminatory and could  motion, it said wearing the
long_divorce negotiations | incite hatred. abaya “follows the logic of
that fe s 2016 1 =, ad-
vote to leave the EU. Macron’s gover: t an-  ding that the decision was

bmed on Fre: nrJl law whh:h
abaya in allow anyone w
roke the mg Visible signs of any reli-
glous affiliation in schools.

pro-Brexit Boris Johnson. rules on secularism in edu-

Karnataka
PHE Bulding.

No: HEVIKSMSCLICI51123/24

NOTIFICATION
for the Appointment for the post of PRO & Media Co-

on Contract Basis

KSDLWS s

Number of Post 01 {

oM Society 10 GOrpor

Dorm-nlmn Limied vide Govt. Order No. HFW/7EFPR2019, Ban;.nme D10:25 08.2020. KSMSCL ntends
10 recrut for e post of Public relation officer & Media Co—ordinator
ne). Pay & allowances: Rs.76,000/- per month (Consolcated Pay)

on Contract Basis.

e oo Supples

a't Ao BT ARRTex Wiz sSactiaa 2aonaof (FN—ac)
CENTRE FOR MATERIALS FOR
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erested in respect of the following for & Meit¥-sponso: Biiod Irformel Seceor Comacity

Buscing it usiors andl Encting Technoloay for Fecovery of
Venmie theraty fhcienc: Circuter Econom:

1 Devaiopmant of content for skiling and Capacty bulking of Informal actors on dsmanting
E-via

=

Si[ Name of the
no. Post

Mode of Recruitment

5 years
PRO & Media
Co-Ordinator

Health,

A Education : MA
Joumalsm.
B.Experience: Should have worked Blnimum | Appbcants wil be selacted
v State level Mews Paper Print Media.
C.Linguistic Expertiss: Should be proficient in
3 Languages Le., Kan, Eng & Hindi. Shouls be
Paving translason skils.
D-Should have publshed recant article in the fidd of | ESsay - 30 Marks
Hutriton £ Wellness relaed ssue in 2ny cne | Transiation - 20 Marks

in fAass

&|The will be
purely on ment basis. The

based an the performance.
in essay writng. yanslation
shills & imterview.

OFFICE OF THE

<
No.-FIMCIs:

St tor supply &

.S _MECICAL COLLEGE &

ONTROLLER OF THE ATTACHED HOSFITALS, JARPUR
tore(CMAIZ023- Datea:

aosz023

in cotated NIT zchecu

o the orocsement poral

aepatmant mabsi

oerici1z287

¢ Homs as
from iterested bidder's upto
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. repe

Vet Sesaa3aeciOBe02T1 To Sisssavsaacmicser

- 50 Miarks

Terms & Conditions:-

extena the

Director, KSMSCL has 3ll the rights 1o accept o

Nature of the Job:- The PRO should imseract with all stake holders. As Media Co-Ordnator should engage
with Prie, Electronic & Social Media.
Jhe sefection of candidats is subject to decision ol e 2)

ancel this selclion Process al any Slage wimoet
Ssairin any reason. 39 The Comract ks Jor & period of 3 yoars. 4) The KSMSCL foserves e right 1o
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UK. rejoins EU’s science research programme

Associated Press
LONDON

Britain is rejoining the Eu-
ropean Union’s $100 bil-
lion science-sharing pro-
gramme Horizon Europe,
the two sides announced
on Thursday, more than
two years after the coun-
try’s membership became
a casualty of Brexit.

British scientists ex-
pressed relief at the deci-
sion, the latest sign of
thawing relations between
the EU and its former
member nation.

After months of negotia-
tions, the British govern-

ment said the country was
becoming a “fully associat-
ed member” of the re-
search collaboration body
U.K.-based scientists can
bid for Horizon funding
starting on Thursday and
will be able to lead Hori-
zon-backed science pro-
jects starting in 2024. Bri-
tain is also rejoining
Copernicus, the EU space
programme’s Earth obser-
vation component.

“The EU and U.K. are
key strategic partners and
allies, and today’s agree-
ment proves that point,”
said European Commis-
sion President Ursula von

Britain is also
rejoining Copernicus,
EU space program’s
Earth observation
component

der Leyen, who signed off
on the deal during a call
with Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak on Wednesday. “We
will continue to be at the
forefront of global science
and research.”

The EU blocked Britain
from Horizon during a
feud over trade rules for
Northern Ireland, the only
part of the U.K. that shares

a border with an EU mem-
ber, the Republic of
Ireland.

The two sides struck a
deal to ease those tensions
in February, but Horizon
negotiations have dragged
on over details of how
much the U.K. will pay for
its membership.

Relations between Bri-
tain and the bloc were se-
verely tested during the
long divorce negotiations
that followed Britain’s 2016
vote to leave the EU. The
divorce became final in
2020, but relations chilled
still further under strongly
pro-Brexit Boris Johnson.




@Show globe

Oshow special territories
Oshow special territories and their exclusive
economic zones
Oshow all

Location of the European Union (dark green)
in Europe (dark grey)

Religion (2015)]

71.6% Christianity
45.3% Catholic
11.1% Protestant
9.6% Eastern

Orthodox
5.6% other
Christian

24.0% no religion

1.8% Islam

2.6% other

Demonym(s)

European

Type

Continental union

Membership

27 members  [show]

Government

* President of the
European Council

* President of the
Commission

Mixed
intergovernmental
directorial
parliamentary
confederation

Charles Michel

Ursula von der Leyen

Capital
Institutional seats

Largest metropolis

Brussels (de facto)l]

Brussels [show]
Frankfurt [show]
[show]

Luxembourg City
Strasbourg  [show]
Paris

Legislature

 Upper house

* Lower house

The European
Parliament and the
Council

Council of the
European Union

European Parliament

Official languages

24 languages

3 main official
languages
English - French -
German

Formation[3!

» Treaty of Brussels

» Treaty of Paris

* Treaty of Rome

» Single European Act
* Treaty of Maastricht
» Treaty of Lisbon

17 March 1948
18 April 1951

1 January 1958

1 July 1987

1 November 1993
1 December 2009




Area
* Total

- Water (%)

Population
« 2023 estimate
* Density

GDP (PPP)
 Total

* Per capita

GDP (nominal)
- Total
* Per capita

Gini (2020)

Currency

4,233,262 km?
(1,634,472 sq mi)
3.08

A 448,387,872
106/km? (274.5/sq mi)

2023 estimate
A $25.399 trillion!®]
A $56,9280°]

2023 estimate
A $17.818 trillion!®]
A $39,940

V¥ 30.0[6

Euro (€) (EUR)
Others [show]
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G20 DIVIDED ON RUSSIA, MODI SAYS DIALOGUE & DIPLOMACY ONLY PATH

Chinaon mind, PM says laws apply toa
in Indo-Pacific, flags territorial integrity

Unveils 12-point
plan to build
ASEAN-India
partnership

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI. SEPTEMBER
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CENTRAL EMPOWERED COMMITTEE

SC hands over its green
watchdog committee to
Environment Ministry
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Modi to host dinner for Biden this
evening, range of issues on table

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 7
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In Sanatan season, RSS chief cites
‘2000 yrs’ of caste: We didn’t care
when they lived like ‘animals’

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI. SEPTEMBER 7
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endorsements for reservation.
RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat has
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'LORD OF DANCE: HISTORY, SYMBOLISM
OF SHIVA'SNATARAJAFORM

ARJUN SENGUPTA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 7

GREETING G20 leaders in front of Bharat
Mandapam this weekend will be a mag-
nificent 27-foot, 18-tonne Nataraja, the
tallest statue of Lord Shiva’s dancing form
in the world. Srikanda Sthapathy, a sculp-
tor from Swamimalai in Thanjavur district
of Tamil Nadu who, along with his broth-
ers crafted the ashtadhatu statue, told The
Indian Express that the design draws in-
spiration from three revered Natarajaidols
at the Thillai Nataraja Temple in
Chidambaram, the Uma Maheswarar
Temple in Konerirajapuram, and the
Brihadeeswara Temple in Thanjavur.

Cholas and Nataraja

All three temples were built by the
Cholas, who at their peak from the 9th-
11th centuries AD, ruled over much of
peninsular India. “Among icons which
form the most important part of Chola
sculpture, Shaiva figures predominate...
although very fine Vaishnava and Jain im-
ages are not unknown,” K A Nilakanta
Sastri, the pioneering historian of South
India, wrote in The Colas (1937).

Although Shiva was first portrayed in
sculpture as Nataraja in the fifth century
AD, its present, world-famous form
evolved under the Cholas. “The Nataraja
image inits various forms...holds the first
place among Chola bronzes,” Sastri wrote.

The Nataraja at Bharat Mandapam,
venue of the G20 Summiit. PTI

Sastriinterpreted as “the circle of the world
which he [Nataraja] both fills and over-
steps”. The Lord’s long dreadlocks flare out
due to the energy of his dance, and he
strikes a rhythmic pose with his four arms.
In his upper right hand He holds a
damru, whose sounds “draw all creatures
into his rhythmic motion”,and in his up-
per left arm, he holds agni, which he can
wield to destroy the universe, Sastri
wrote. Beneath one of Nataraja’s feet lies
crushed adwarf-like figure, representing
illusion, which leads mankind astray.
Yet, amidst all the destructive sym-

bolism, Nataraja also reassures, and
chniiare Chitre ae +haoa Deatartar \Ai+h hic

The Lord of Dance

Shiva “is death and time (Mahakala)
whichdestroysall things”, the Indologist A
LBasham wrote in his classic The Wonder
thatwas India(1954).“Butheisalso a great
ascetic and the patron of ascetics gener-
ally.” He is the Lord of Dance — Nataraja —
who s said to have “invented no less than
108 different dances, some calm and gen-
tle, others fierce, orgiastic and terrible,”
Basham wrote.

Inatypical portrayal, Nataraja is encom-
passed by flaming aureole or halo, which

shows Shiva as the Protector. With his
front right hand, he makes the abhaya-
mudra (a gesture that allays fear), and
with his raised feet, and with his front left
arm he points to his raised feet, asking his
devotees to seek refuge at his feet.
Strikingly, Nataraja almost always wears
abroad smile.

“He smiles at death and at life, at pain
and at joy alike, or rather...his smile is both
death and life, both joy and pain,” the
French historian Renee Grousset wrote
describing Nataraja (quoted by Sastri in
A History of South India, 1955).



Japan’s Moon mission
takes off, expected to
land next February

KANTARO KOMIYA
TOKYO, SEPTEMBER7

JAPAN LAUNCHED a lunar explo-
ration spacecraft on Thursday
aboard a homegrown H-IIA
rocket, hoping to become the
world's fifth country to land on
the moon early next year.

Japan Aerospace Exploration
Agency (JAXA) said the rocket
took off from Tanegashima Space
Center in southern Japan as
planned and successfully released
the Smart Lander for Investigating
Moon (SLIM). Unfavourable
weather led to three postpone-
ments in a week last month.

Dubbed the "moon sniper”,
Japan aims to land SLIM within
100 metres of its target site on
the lunar surface.

The $100-million mission is
expected to start the landing by
February after a long, fuel-effi-
cient approach trajectory.

‘ ~ Y

H-IIA rocket with the moon
lander on Thursday. Reuters

Hours after launch on
Thursday, JAXA said it picked up
signals from SLIM showing it was
operating normally.

Two earlier lunar landing at-
tempts by Japan failed in the last
year. JAXA lost contact with the
OMOTENASHI lander & scrubbed
attempted landing in November.
The Hakuto-R Mission 1 lander,
made by Japan startup ispace,
crashed inApril asitattempted to
descend on the Moon. REUTERS



Which Countries Have Been
to the Moon?

Countries which have landed on, orbited or flown by the
moon, by number of successful/semi-successful missions

United States &
usse @) | >
china @ [

Japan 0 -5
India @ -3
NN §
Luxembourg® @ I1
South Korea* @ I1

Italy* (lj I1

* |taly, South Korea and Luxembourg (private company) piggybacked on U.S.
and Chinese rockets.

As of Aug. 23, 2023

Sources: OMG Space, Statista research

statista %




Moon missions through the ages

The Soviet Union, the United States, China and India are the only four countries that
have successfully carried out soft landings on the Moon.

SPACECRAFTS THAT LANDED OR CRASHED ON THE MOON
Timeline based on landing or impact dates

® USA @ USSR/Russia China ®@India ® Other

Failed landing © Planned crash © Soft landing

Luna 9 - First soft

; Chang’e 5 - China collected the first
landing on moon.

lunar rock samples in 40 years. Chandrayaan-3 - India

. becomes the first coun-
Luna 2 - First try to successfully land
to reach lunar Apollo 11 - First manned on lunar south pole.
surface. ﬁ (Two events) /~  landing on the moon.
Jan. “ ® 0 Jan.
e
Mar. - I:]l o - — o .D Mar.
May — Luna 24 - Last missions to o Maly
July " e~ bring back lunar samples. ) Y
o Oe eO ] = O Sept.
Sﬁs\t/'@ O0% e o Apollo 17 - Last Apollo mission in oy NoF\)/
EenEN Oad which humans walked on moon. =

| | | | | | | |
1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020
Chang’e 3 - China’s lander

. Luna-25 - Russia’s first
and first lunar rover. moon mission in 47

Source: NASA Space Science Data Coordinated Archive (NSSDCA) years ends in a crash
Reuters Staff | Reuters, August 23, 2023
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* INS Sumedha, a Saryu class Naval Offshore Patrol Vessel
(NOPV), arrived in Port Alexandria, Egypt for 'Exercise
BRIGHT STAR-23.

* It is a multinational Tri-Services military exercise taking
place in Port Alexandria, Egypt.

* 34 countries are participating, making it the largest joint
military exercise ever conducted |nathe Middle East & North
Africa region. e w, s



The exercise is divided into two phases: the Harbour Phase and the Sea Phase.

e The Harbour Phase includes cross-deck visits, professional exchanges, sports fixtures, and planning
interactions.

e The Sea Phase includes complex and high-intensity exercises such as cross-deck flying, anti-surface and

anti-air exercises, and live weapon firing drills.

The Indian Navy is participating for the first time in Exercise BRIGHT STAR.




Indian President to Inaugurate Asia
Pacific Human Rights Conference




The President of India is set to inaugurate the biennial conference
of National Human Rights Institutions (NHRIs) of Asia Pacific on
20th September 2023 at Delhi.

Organized by the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) in

partnership with the Asia Pacific Forum (APF), the event will also
feature the 28th Annual General Meeting of APF.

The conference will mark the 75th anniversary of the Universal
Declaration on Human Rights and will also celebrate 30 years of
National Human Rights Institutions and the Paris Principles.




e The NHRC came into existence on 12th October 1993, as established
by the Protection of Human Rights Act (PHRA) of 1993, later amended
by the Protection of Human Rights (Amendment) Act in 2006.



« Composition:

* The chairperson is a retired chief justice of India or a judge of the Supreme
Court.

* They are appointed by the President on the recommendations of a six-
member committee consisting of:

Prime Minister (head)

Speaker of the Lok Sabha
Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha

Leaders of the Opposition in both the Houses of Parliament
* Union Home Minister.



Term and removal:

They hold office for a term of three years or until they

attain the age of 70 years, whichever is earlier.

The President can remove them from the office under
specific circumstances.




* Problems with the Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993

* NHRC cannot penalise authorities which do not implement its
orders.

* The Act does not extend to Jammu and Kashmir

 NHRC cannot investigate an event if the complaint was made
more than one year after the incident.




Does not specify whether judges (members for the NHRC) should have a
proven record of human rights activism or expertise or qualifications in the

darea.

Relating to violations of human rights by the armed forces, the commission
must simply seek a report from the Government, and then issue

recommendations.

There is no statutory requirement to include academics, representatives of
NGOs or members of civil society that have contributed towards
enhancement of human rights.
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Electric Mobility: Norway Races Ahead

Countries with the highest share of plug-in electric vehicles in new passenger car sales in 2018

Norway S, 100 1 4%
Iceland S I 1 0.14%

Sweden 3= N 5.01%
Netherlands == I c.69%
Finland 4= I 4.74%
China §ill I 4.44% Top 3 markets by total EV sales in 2018
Portugal Bl T 3.44%
Switzerland 3 Bl 3.18% China Bl _ 1,053.000
AUSEria T 2.54%
United Kingdom 5= Il 2.53% United States == [l 361,000
Belgium 1N Il 2.43%
Norway 5= J} 73.000

Canada f Il 2.22%
Denmark sms B 2.14%
France I I Il 2.10%
United States 55 Il 2.09%
South Korea . ] 2.05%
Germany ¥R B 1.97%
lreland I Bl 1.57%

@ @ @ * including plug-in hybrids and light vehicles, excluding commercial vehicles
statista %

@statistaCharts  Sources: ACEA, CAAM, InsideEVs, KAIDA



Who Leads the Charge
Towards Electric Mobility?

Largest markets in terms of plug-in electric passenger
car sales in 2020"

Growth vs. 2019

China @ 1,246,000 [FFEE
Germany @ - 394,943 2 +263%
United States %_ 328,000 A +4%

France () - 185,719 A +202%
United Kingdom 3 [ 175,082 2 +140%
Norway 42 [l 105,709 2 +33%

* including plug-in hybrids and light vehicles, excluding commercial vehicles
Sources: ACEA, CAAM, EV-Volumes

@O statista Za







« Ramveer Tanwar, known as ‘India’s Pond Man,’ is dedicated to
restoring and revitalizing lakes, ponds, and wetlands across India

* Through his NGO, Say Earth, Tanwar employs sustainable methods
and community-driven approaches to clean and restore these water
reservoirs.



* Born in an agricultural family in Greater Noida, Tanwar witnessed

the decline of the ponds and lakes he had cherished during his
childhood.

* His passion for water conservation led him to start awareness
initiatives like ‘Jal Chaupals’ during college. In 2015, he and
volunteers cleaned their first pond, initiating his journey.

\
N\



After working for an MNC for two years,
Tanwar decided to pursue water

conservation full-time and founded Say
Earth in 2020.

They clear garbage, install filtration
systems, and promote native aquatic
plants, resulting in the restoration

of 80 water bodies across India.
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The Indian Air Force (IAF) is
collaborating with the Drone
Federation of India to co-host
‘Bharat Drone Shakti 2023’ at
the IAF’s airbase in Hindan,
Ghaziabad.

y

This event aims to showcase

the capabilities of the Indian

drone industry and promote

the use of drone technology
In various sectors.




 The event will feature over 50 live aerial demonstrations,
including survey drones, agriculture drones, fire suppression drones,
tactical surveillance drones, heavy-lift logistics drones, loitering
munition systems, drone swarms, and counter-drone solutions.

* The event serves as a significant step toward India’s goal of
becoming a global drone hub by 2030, highlighting the
country’s growing interest in drone technology across various
sectors, including defence and civilian applications.
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What was India's rank in Paralympics 2020?

21

25 24
24

19



Who was awarded the Mother Teresa Memorial award for social
justice 2021?

Sumaira Abdulali
Rajendra Singh
Jadav Payeng
Anil Prakash Joshi

Anil Prakash Joshi



on Jane 2021, The Supreme court held that persons with
disabilities have a right to reservation in promotion under article
(16)4 of the constitution of India, 1950, in the case of :

Indra sawhney v.Union of India
Rajeev kumar Gupta V. rangachari
State of kerla v. Leecamma joseph
State of kerla v. N.M. Thomos

State of kerla v. Leecamma joseph



In the Olympic flag , the total number of rings are :
3

5
7/
A



The Desh ke mentor programme launched by Delhi government in
October 2021 is for the students of classes

VI to Xl
|to V

X| to XI|
VI to VIII Xl to Xli



On 7 November 2022, PM modi attended and offered players at
celebration of the prakash parv of shri Guru Nanak dev ji at
new delhi

th
553
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Padma shri awardee in 2022,Arjun singh dhurve is tribal dancer
of which of the following dance forms?

Baiga
Chhau

Santhal Baiga

Tertali



Which county will host the 2031 Cricket World cup?
England

India and Bangladesh

Australia

West indies
India and Bangladesh
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