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Let us remember:
One book, one
pen, one child and
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Ready to assess capacity of
13 hill States, govt. tells SC

NEW DELHI

Chinese President will not
attend Delhi G-20 summit

For Ministry declines to e reasons for Xis absence, savs Premier Li will attend the
meet: Beijing hopes the grouping will rise up to challenges facing global economy. development

NEW DELHI
The B9 on Monday asked the

teader Udhayanidhs Stalin’s
remarks on Sanotona Dharmo.
» Page 13

Panel formed
to explore quota
for Marathas

MeUsEBAT
Maharashtra CM Exnath Shinde

report on how Marathas can be.
included in the OBC category

» Page a

The Centre has pi

capacity of hill towns and
The carrying capacity is

the um

size that an ecosystem can

sustain without getting

degraded

The Environment Minis-

that it was “imperative that
factual aspects ToF each hill
e specically

Crumbling hitis: Several bulldings coliapsing folioming massive
landslips at Kulu in Himachal Pradesh in August. aF

& circulated among the 13

i States guide-
lnes for assessing the car-
of their hill

with the he!p of local auth-

ng
stattons, including cities
and

zones.

try. represented by Addi- orities mubti-
tonal General I

Aishwarya Bhat, filed a lon government  COMNTINUED ON
short affidavit stressing roted tha o January 2020,  » PAGE12

Article 370 case: SC asks petitioner-MP to file
affidavit pledging allegiance to Constitution

Krishnadas
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday said it wants Na-
tional Conference party
leader Mohammad Akbar

integral part of India and
he owes allegiance to the

bad™ in the J&K Assembly
in 2018. They said he had
dll date expressed no re-
morse his a(ﬂons
Senior

otherwise,” Mr. Sibal said.
~“But what you are say

ing is only a submission_...

We want it from him that

pil
Sibal. who appeared for
Article 370

Mr. Lone in the

ac
nd Kashmir is

Stution,”
Jusnce told Mr. Sibal.

comTinuED ON
» PAGE 12

NEW DELHL

hina's Foreign Mi-
nistry ed

rst time skip a G-20
summit, with the Chinese
Premier second-
ranked leader Li Qiang in-
slead deputed to attend

pe the global orde:
exert its rising clout.
e Xt coly. racscily sz

ed wp: G-20 logos have been
of the ssmmit on September 9 and 10, SUSHL XMAR VERM;

ing. Mr. Xi and Prime

painted across New Delhi ahead

ward pressure and chal-
lenges grow for global sus-
itis

Looking forward
to my trip to
India, says Biden
WASHINGTON

U.S. President Joe Biden said
he i looking forward to his trip

Bali summit. » PAGE 15

bute to world economic re-
covery and growth and
bal devel,

important that the (;-20.
being the premier forum
for

on the

when they the as

yet unresolved crisis partnership and rise up to
of Actual Control. the big challenges facing

“As the world economy
experiences more down-

global economy and deve-
lopment so as to contri-

ment,” Chinese Foreign Mi-
nistry spokesperson Mao
Ning said.

comTINuED ON
» PAGE 12
MACRON'S PLAN
» PAGE 12

Controversial
murals of
Hanuman to
be removed

The Hindu Bureau
AHMEDABAD

Amid a controversy over

Botzd district,
Gadi Sansthan, which man-
ages the day-to-day affairs
of the temple, on Monday
decided to remove the mu-
rals in which Hanuman was
portrayed as sitting at the
feet of yogi and ascetic Swa-
minarayan or Sahajanand
Swamd.
Hindu religious leaders
utfits had

than, a powerful Swamina-
rayan sect. and the various
religious leaders met

deci

Dharma Acharya

Vadtal.
All saints agreed to end the
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Ready to assess capacity of
13 hill States, govt. tells SC

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Centre has proposed
forming a 13-member tech-
nical committee to eval-
uate the “carrying capaci-
ty” of 13 Himalayan States.

Frequent landslips lead-
ing to deaths and destruc-
tion had led the Supreme
Court to moot a re-evalua-
tion of the load-carrying
capacity of hill towns and
cities.

The carrying capacity is
the maximum population
size that an ecosystem can
sustain without getting
degraded.

The Environment Minis-
try, represented by Addi-
tional  Solicitor-General
Aishwarya Bhati, filed a
short affidavit stressing

- ~

Crumbling hills: Several buildings collapsing following massive
landslips at Kullu in Himachal Pradesh in August. AFp

that it was “imperative that
factual aspects of each hill
station are specifically
identified and collected
with the help of local auth-
orities cutting across multi-
ple disciplines™.

The Union government
noted that in January 2020,

it circulated among the 13
Himalayan States guide-
lines for assessing the car-
rying capacity of their hill
stations, including cities
and eco-sensitive zones.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12



INDIAN RANGES
AND IT’S HIGHEST PEAKS




STATE

Jammu and Kashmir

Himachal Pradesh

Uttarakhand

Punjab

Rajasthan

Uttar Pradesh

HILLS

Pir Panjal Range, Zanskar Range

Dhauladhar Range, Pir Panjal Range
Garhwal Himalayas, Kumaon Himalayas

Shivalik Hills
Aravalli Range

Shivalik Hills, Kumaon Himalayas, Garhwal
Himalayas



State

Hills

Arunachal Pradesh

Eastern Himalayas, Mishmi Hills,
Patkai Hills

Assam Karbi Hills, North Cachar Hills
Manipur Manipur Hills, Barak Valley Hills
Meghalaya Khasi Hills, Garo Hills, Jaintia
Mizoram Lushai Hills, Murlen National Park
Nagaland Naga Hills, Dzukou Valley

Sikkim Ezitgeern Himalayas, Singalila
Tripura Jampui Hills, Longtharai Hills




State

Madhya Pradesh

Uttar Pradesh

Chhattisgarh

Rajasthan

Hills

Satpura Range, Vindhya Range

Shivalik Hills, Kumaon Himalayas, Garhwal
Himalayas

Maikal Hills

Aravalli Range



State Hill Ranges

Karnataka Western Ghats, Biligiriranga
Hills

Kerala Western Ghats, Anamudi Hills

Tamil Nadu Nilgiri Hills, Palani Hills,

Anamalai Hills

Andhra Pradesh

Eastern Ghats, Tirumala Hills

Telangana

Deccan Plateau




WHAT ARE THE POPULAR MOUNTAIN
RAILWAY TOY TRAINS IN INDIA?

Kangra Valley
Railway

Kalka-Shimla

Railwa
SISy Darjeeling

Himalavan
Railway

Matheran Hill
Railway

Nilgiri
Mountain
Railway
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o Opinion
Living in the age of moral dystopia A sand storm is brewing in Andhra
Failure to act on il sand could trouble for the YSRCP?
e are living in the grateful to be alive. A day later, his moral foibles. Every nation has its
age of moral dby a of neurases. In our case,
. a bulldozer, which went on an it is collective short-term amnesia_ =— Secretary of the Union
— erverririee tn the sthe | e march and we forper. We read Environmment M n
M\emlllsd.lﬁmhfnrmenand Punjab and Haryana High and we move on. Be it a man the same order, ui
women to stepped in, stating clearly, being lynched, a being V. vendra about the amendments to en-
convenient for the Me to be less ziya. salae “Apparently, without demolished, or a woman being x endra. v v, co i vironmental clearances
than neutral, just, and fair. i orders and notices, the brutalised, our seems to ‘were granted, reveals the dark
Leaders not only fail to keep their law-and-order problem is being be like a sieve. We retain and mining in Andhra ANDHRA side of sand A
pledges, but are not even ed as a ruse to bring little. Are we weary of the daily Pradesh has once again PRADESH The NGT order under-
expected to keep them. The buildings without following the sordid spectas Probably. Are we ar political hot 1 the damage of this prac-
ars its procedure established by law. The 100 occu] ‘with the daily potato. Ever since it with tice. It remarked o
colours with Wldﬂ unabashed issue also arises whether the ings-on t free san ., the YSR e common practice
and unedifying. In a tragic case of wa likely. Efther way, it P for the Irrigation Departments
downward filtration, it all community are being brought has been fending off ban on sand mining in order in different States to permit
res down to everyday lived down under the guise of actors to do what they do. If it tions that it is working hand in | to streamline mining activities | sand mining in rivers in
experience of the faceless law-and-order problem and an ‘were about a mosque here or a glove with the sand mafia and and checl P! . It later than 25
multitudes. Monuments, offices, exercise of = shop there, the rot or the mob letting them go off the hook. issued the New Sand Mining ‘with imp of the
and houses all seem m be judged being conducted by the State ™ ‘been controllable. It is “The opposil “Tek Desam | Policy to ensure that sand | need to protect the riverine
by l.he lklxh or political Moral nbre was long since not, and there lies the arcy has alleged ied out in a sus- | ecosyste: h be pos-

ons of their hundus and
p.\lnl! 1f you question the.
actions of the government or the
actions of non-state actors taking
marches,

A changed value system
Take the case of activist-public
speaker Yogita Bhayana, wi
helped. rebulld the shop ot o
im man d.

m h on fire In am. The
morment this news was shared on
social media along with the video
of the grateful man, many trolled

. Some advised
ralher samasnral!y. to go and henp

n down th

o had suifered too. Ohers.
reminded her of the Hindu

Bhayana would have been
o

Conformism is
the norm today.

r
harmony. But not today.

justice, and
have

so, we have had repeated
on mosques in Uttar Pradesh.
Delhi, and now na. We have

all been
consigned to the
deep freeze. to

danger to their life from an
approaching mob. The men were

some
indefinable
point in future

on rewind. And we just watch.
These are indeed times of

victims,,
spectators to their own

face that the State lnable revermies to the State
of Mines and the
State Environment Impact As- | appointed th Pra-

Seasment Authority, and the
State Expert Appraisal Com-
mittee of govern-

ments have been pulled up up by
courts and ths

this done to encourage the

these
it was in line with the New
Sand Mining Policy that the
Delhi-based Jaya;
o= Ventmns _of -dh Yaypee
Group ded, through
2 tender process, the lease 10
take up sand mining, storage
and sales for a period of two
years.
government  has
Clatmed tha the siruation has

sector.
corruption charges flew thick

An investigation by
the Andhra Pradesh Pollution
Control Board reportedly
found that sand was being ex-

s Iynchings, the

of a large

r population — we have seen ol
0. Guitetly, maybe even wearily.
Anomie is a lived expersence in
‘New India“.

. courts

all sand reaches in the State,
which the nment has

said is a
pretation.
It is imperative that the par-

ty in power and the gove
ment show zero tolerance for
illegal sand mining, especially
given the massive toll that it
takes on the environment.
Studies have noted thar ex-
at a greater rate
than that at which & ts natural.
1y has

erse
If

in 2019, the YSRCP govern-
ment a ¥

CakiEiinda; S04, Drtmar ke,
by the NGT to the

make unsubstantiated claims.
about the problem being
solved, they will only be seen
as protecting and promoting
their own interests.

25% PMUY customers took no cylinder refill or just one last year

Of 958 crore PMUY

I DATA POINT ]

Mairri Porecha
ne out of every four benef-
iciaries of the

Yojana
(PMUY). a scheme that aims to

. 118 crore

refilled less than four LPG cylin-

ders during 2022-23. According to

the RTI replies, the per household
of P

ies for IOCL was 3.53 cylinder re-

fills; for HPCL, it was 3.72 refills;
and for BPCL, It was 4.02 refills.
n sharp

This is contrast to non-
PMUY consumers, whose per hou-
sehol cylin-

LPG gas
to rural and deprived households,
either did not take any cylinders
during 20222023 or took just one
refill.

The spike in LPG cylinder prices

made them an expensive proposi-
tion even for subsidised house-

ders was 6.67 refills. (Chart 3)

Accor KTl replies by
10CL and HPCL, subsidies extend
ed to select non-PMUY beneficiar-
ies amounted to at least an addi-
tional 2,454.51 crore vear.
“Subsidy is not the eciston of the
oil

2903 a cylin-
der in March 2023 even after a sub-
sidy of 2200 per cylinder was of-
fered to PMUY beneficiaries in May
2022
One in nine PMUY beneficiar-

major_gas companies — In. t price for Butane (60%)
dian oil Limited (40%). Apart from base
AOCLy. Bharar Perralnm Corpora- | price. factors such as import
tion Limited (BPCL) and Hindus- | charges, bottling charges, frei

tan Petroleum ation Limit- | delivery charges. GST and distrib-
ed Gl — via utor the
Right to Information Pprice of LPG.

Between january 2018 and nal
March . there was an FOB price of LPG in $ per metric
spike in the rate of d LPG tween January 2019 and
cylinders. In Ja 2018, a | July 2023. The FOB price of LPG
PMUY household could pu e | had been rising trend since
2 Subsidiced cylinder for £405.64; | May 2020, In March 2022, & was

2023, the r | the highest in at least the Last three
cost (Chart 2). Factoring in | vears ($952 per tonnes).

consumers, announced by Prime

then, the hike in FOB price was
borne by the consumer.

Notably, the FOB
been rapidly falling
2022, coinciding with th

by July 2025.
subsidy announcement was %

W gt from Vignesh Radhakrishnas

no refills in 2022-23, another 151 crore bo:

t one refill

FROM THE ARCHIVES

FIFTY YEARS AGO SEPTEMBER 5, 1973

Running out of gas

The data for the charts were sourced from RT] replies to Madhya Pradesh-based actiist Chander Shokhar Gaus by Indian .
Oil Corporation. Bharat Petroleum, Merer

Chart 1] The chart shows the
bought no refil o = refill (i <rore)

- Uy beneficiaries

Total PRUY beneficiaries: 9.55 crore
Total nea-PMUY consumers: 16.05 crore

One refat

Hincustan Petroleumn, and

number of beneficisries who

- on-PAUY consumers
1200

1000
800
s00
200
200
°

No reta

Chart2 | The chart sho:

reports from the Petroleum Planning & Analysis Celt

Norsubsidised

ce of subsicized LPG cytinders for the
e PMUY benefic s tem and roorsubaidized cotinders (in 2

UPSC re-assessing exam.

system for IAS

Delhi, Sept. 4: me Union Public Service
engaged

in the task of
System for various

already been done, though it may take some
more time
Teroduced, The ides i 1o hy Sreater emphasis

pding of the curent happenings are
1103

a tor o
Indian Statistical Service. The required number
of sultable s have n
rthcoming. In consultation with experts in the
ion

One refat san.

Chart 3| The chart shows the sverage refilis of LAG cySnders
d in 2022-23 by FMUY and non-PMUY consumers.

1000

a0

Chart 4] The chart shows the internat
in S per metric tonne

as2

ionat FOR price of LAG
tmton Sanuary 1015 and Juby 3033

action to the causes for the
of
- 'n‘ for this and also to
T e 1,300 Err ] O D
examination needs any modification.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO SEPTEMBER 5, 1923
Tea trade

London, September 4: with the

s have
iy April a 500 increased imports of China tea which for three
e first sub- mon ng 31st were dor
uncement in May 2022. 200 same period for last year, the “D:
2 385 Telegraph's™ city cor’ t the
200 25 pub loset scrutiny before
Soon after, the latest tea share for investment. He says that
made. while abnormal prl:es will probably be
PMUYBFCL  PMUY HPCL  NoerPRUY Jan 2019 Jan 7020 Jam 2031 | Jan. 3022 | July 2023 t season, there is an
v mmnonmzmmmnpnces
~BPCL did not provide data regarding refills for non-PNUY bencficiaries sarts
& & . | 2. 0 S ) O voss

3



25% PMUY customers took no cylinder refill or just one last year

Of 9.58 crore PMUY households, 118 crore bought no refills in 2022-23, another 1.51 crore bought one refill




Running out of gas

The data for the charts were sourced from RTI replies to Madhya Pradesh-based activist Chander Shekhar Gaur by Indian
Oil Corporation, Bharat Petroleum, Hindustan Petroleum, and reports from the Petroleum Planning & Analysis Cell
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Chart 1| The chart shows the number of beneficiaries who
bought no refill and one refill (in crore)*

B PMUY beneficiaries ™ Non-PMUY consumers

| Total PMUY beneficiaries: 9.58 crore
Total non-PMUY consumers: 16.05 crore

0.72

No refill One refill Norefill  One refill

i I e N

Chart 2 | The chart shows the price of subsidised LPG cylinders
for PMUY beneficiaries and non-subsidised cylinders (in )

1200 1,103

Non-subsidised
1000 903

800

600 Subsidised

400

0 ! |
Jan.1,2018 Aug. 1,2020

Mar. 1,2023

Chart 3 | The chart shows the average refills of LPG cylinders
per household in 2022-23 by PMUY and non-PMUY consumers

PMUY IOCL

PMUYBPCL PMUYHPCL Non-PMUY

10CL

Chart 4 | The chart shows the international FOB price of LPG
in $ per metric tonne between January 2019 and July 2023

1000 - 952
800 |
600 ¢
400 |

385

0
Jan.2019 Jan.2020 Jan.2021 Jan.2022  July 2023

*BPCL did not provide data regarding refills for non-PMUY beneficiaries
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Kalsakau, Vanuatu’s pro-western

WVEIENNA
UN nuclear agency ‘regrets’ lack

TYANGON

Bomb attack on Myvanmar border

MANAMA

Israel. Bahrain Foreign Ministers

PM. replaced in Parliament vote

of cooperation from Iran officials

.

-~

REUTERS

Varmistus pr Prirme Mini
replaced by former Premier Sato Kil

Monday. Kilman

retetved 27 votes in Parliarment to 23 for Kalsakau, who had been

seen 2= friendly to the West, in 2 Scuth Pacifi

egion where the US.

2nd #t= allies are wrestling with Beijing for influence. 455

/B

=

hub kills 5 officials and injures 11

agree to boost trade relationship

The UN

aid it regr

“ne progress" had

-~
Abomb attack on 3 government compound in the Myanmar border

been made by iran cn
cameras to monsor Teh,

ursnium traces. Iran,
produces ursnim enriched up

h
. however, has slowed the pace at which it
o 609% — close to bomb-

grade. ase

hub of My, y killed five
wounded 11 policermen. The
seen =00

and security ofScials and
©n the border with Thaitand has

oradic dashes between the military and ant-junta fighters
since 3 coup in 2021 plunged the country into turmeil. AFP

-
Israels Foreign Minister £ Cohen agreed with his Bahea

counterpart Abdullatif Al Zayani to boost trade, during his wisit to

establish ties. “We agreed to

work together to
of direct flights, the tourism, the trade volume, the

increase the number
rert.” E1i

Cohen said while inaugurating lsrael’s new embassy. AP

Ukraine forces
claim gains in
the south and
near Bakhmut

xvrv

Ukraine said on Monday it
had made gains against

near Bakhmut in the east,
Kk

as it bartles to breal

thr Russian ds es.
launched a coun-

ter-offe nst Mos-

o make head.

way against heavily forti-

fied Russian positions.
The enemy is on the

No deal until West meets
Moscow’s demands: Putin

cep Tayyip Erdogan could
revive the seen

hia and Kherson sectors.

Deputy
Ganna Malyar said.

Ms. Malyar said Uk-
raine’s forces had made

Russia refused to exx
the deal in July, complain-
that a parallel agree-

o

said restrictions on ship-

Coercion bid: Recep Tayyip Erdogan, left. and Viadimir Putin

during ther meeting in Sochi on Monday. AF

ping and insurance ham-
pe: its  agric 1
trade, though it has

rd amounts of

turn to the deal ~within
days.~

Erdogan also ex-
pe that a break-

He said Turkey and the

B hich Doth brokered the

original deal — have put o

gether a new package o
Propasals to uBbIoCk o
ssue.

“I believe that we will
reach a solution that will
meet the expectations in a

Looking forward to India
ip, ‘disappointed’ Xi is not
attending G-20 meet: Biden

Joe Biden

Alot is riding on the ne-
gotiation. Ukraine and Rus-
re major

loping nations, with the
destinati being
Meanwhile, Mr. Putin
said on Monday that Russia
o ing an

was close finalizi
agreement to provide free
gn.m to six African coun-
month,
mised shipments 1o Bark-
na Faso, Zimbabwe, Mali,
Somalia, Eritrea and Cen-
tral African Republ

has said he is looking for-

dia and Vietnam, he said:

“Yes, 1am.=
“1am disappointed [that

Joe Biden

MMr. Xi is not attending the
summi

said in response to another
question_

Rising tensions
Mr. Biden and Mr.

cation in an effort to pre-
nsions from

since AL Biden
fook office in fan:
In Beljing. the Ch r_hu-.ese
Foreign  Ministry
nounced on Monday that
President Xi will not artend
the Summit.
Mr. Biden, French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron,
Australian Prime Minister
Ger-
Olar
Scholz, U.K. Prime Minis-
ter Rishi Sunak, Japanese
Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida and Brazilian Presi-
dent Luiz Inacio Lula da

ready
rmed their participa-
tion in the summil

dency to Brazilian Presi-

dent on September
10. The G20 member
countries represent

around 85% of the global
GDP, over 75% of the global

wrade, ut  two-
thirds of the world
population.

Gabon’s coup leader
moots amnesty for

dissenters,

ated Press
LIBREVILLE

‘free’ polls

seeking the participation
abon

of all of Gi s “core
sroups” to draft a new
Constitution, which ~will

d by

Sl sty paiscess GF

In a speech after taking

the elections 3d be the
stepping stone to “handing
power back to the civi-
Bans although he did not
give a timeline.

Mr. O said he was

on 55 year. rule
by President All Bongo On-
i s

‘Omar, who died in 2009.

Back to base

Earth with four sfter

stay 2t the

The SpaceX capaude, slowed by parachutes, splashes dovn in the Atantic Ocean off the U.Ss Florids coast on Manday, = it retums to the

Attacks on Christians in Pakistan set off by bid
to falsely m)phcate them for blasphemy: pohce

MULTAN

Last month’s mob attacks

tan erupted after three
- threw the pages
of Islam’ holy book our-

the police said on Monday.

Internal spat
The three detained sus-

Faith matters: Christians protesting in Islamabad last month to

condemn the sttacks

after they were accused by
of the

Tan

pages outside Raja Amir's

house. three police offi-

clals said. Amir and

Drother had been arrested
o

Koran.

The suspected mascer-
mind was Perve: Kodu,
Wha thought Amir had an

on churches in Pakistan.

affair with his wife and
knew Muslims would tar-

pression Amir had dese-

crated the
polic

r and his brother in a

Severe damage

At least 17 churches and
nearly 100 homes were
da in the August 16
mob attacks in Jaranwala, a
city n Punjab province.
There were no casualties
but it was one of the most
de: attacks  on

Christians in the country.

United Arab Emirat,
has created a federal auth.
ority to potentially run a
national lottery and what it

UAE creates federal
authority to monitor
‘commercial gaming’

tails about its structure or
operations.

med Kevin Mullally
aste GO,
once served as
tive director of the Missou-
ri_ Gaming Commission.

as
gaming,~ likely a sign that it
is on the verge of allowing

ing
without offering many de-

which us
State’s riverboat casinos.

bor
through Dubai Internation-
al Asrport.

France evacuates five
Afghan women who
faced Taliban threats

PARIS
France tonday was
e 1 receive Fve Afghan

women “threatened by the
Taliban" after repeated re-
e
tarian corridor for women
Shut out of public life, an
official said.

Since returning to pow-
er in Auguse 2021, Taliban

tention is bel

portant positions in Af
ghan society... or have
s Wester-

Office beare:
The women include a
former university director,
an ex-NGO consultant,

Strice interpretation of 15
lam, women bearing
the brunt of laws the Unit-
ed Nations has labelled
“gende

ing high school an
sity as well as barred from
wvisiting parks, fairs and

ums.

They have also mostly
been blocked from work-
ing for UN agencies or
NGOs, with

former presen-
ter, and a teacher at a se-
cret school In Kabul.

One of the women was
accompanied by
children.

The women had been
unable to leave Afghanis-
tan on airlifts 1o Western
countries when the Tali-
ban returned to power in

They fled to neighbour-
ing Pakistan where they
sought temporary refuge.

D

sacked from government
jobs or paid to stay ac
home.

chi told
dential order, -special at-

Since returning to
tation of Islam, with wo

Rouilleault, the head of an
NGO working for refugees,
said the evacuations were
not the fruit of a political
decision™ but gained “after
hard fight~ to obtain visas

for them.

i1 2021, the Taliban have imposed » strict
rren bearing the brunt of laws. AP




UAE creates federal
authority to monitor
‘commercial gaming’

Associated Press
DUBAI

The United Arab Emirates
has created a federal auth-
ority to potentially run a
national lottery and what it
describes as “commercial
gaming,” likely a sign that it
is on the verge of allowing
gambling as major casino
operators flock to the Gulf
Arab nation.

The staterun WAM
news agency carried an an-
nouncement late on Sun-
day on the creation of the
General Commercial Gam-
ing Regulatory Authority,
without offering many de-

tails about its structure or
operations.

It named Kevin Mullally
as its CEO. Mr. Mullally
once served as the execu-
tive director of the Missou-
ri Gaming Commission,
which oversaw that U.S.
State’s riverboat casinos.

Casinos long have been
rumored to be considered
as a way to raise money in
the UAE and boost its tou-
rism industry, particularly
in Dubai, home to the long-
haul airline Emirates. Al-
ready, duty-free car raffles
bombard those flying
through Dubai Internation-
al Airport.



The global online gambling market was valued at USD 63.53 billion in
2022 and is expected to grow at a CAGR of 11.7% from 2023 to 2030, with
the Asia-Pacific region being the largest market.

There are different types of online gambling, including casino games like
slots, blackjack, and roulette, sports betting, poker, and lottery. It is
regulated in most countries, including India, with varying degrees of
restrictions and laws.



* What Does Indian Law Say About Online Gambling?

* Public Gambling Act, 1867:

At present, India has just one central law that governs gambling in all its
forms. It's called the Public Gambling Act, 1867, which is an old law, ill-
equipped to handle the challenges of digital casinos, online gambling and
gaming.

« 7th Schedule of the Constitution:

« Gambling in India is largely a state subject. This means states are expected
to create their own laws to regulate gambling in their jurisdictions.



 Laws in Various States:

 States like Delhi, Madhya Pradesh, and Uttar
Pradesh have adopted the Public Gambling
Act with some amendments.

« However, other regions like Goa, Sikkim,
Daman, Meghalaya, and Nagaland, have
drafted specific laws to regulate public
gambling in their jurisdictions.




Legalizing Betting Industry in India: Pros and Cons

Pros Cons

Betting is a source of revenue generation for

the government, similar to alcohol and
cigarettes.

Legalizing betting would allow government to
regulate working of the industry based on
certain laws.

Gambling industry has the potential of creating
a large number of jobs, especially in online
sector.

The betting industry is run by illegal gangs, who
use the money for anti-social activities such
as terrorism. Regulation will prevent money

from reaching wrong hands.

Regulated industry would motivate more
youths to participate, resulting in

addiction.

It will lead to greater increase in
The

number of suicides are also likely to

crimes, especially homicides.

witness rise.

Due to legalized betting, integrity and
honesty will be under great threat.
and

Match-fixing spot-fixing  would

drastically increase in sports.

Middle class families may lose their
family savings as earning may get

spent on betting.
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Skoda unveils variants of
SUV Kushagq. sedan Slavia

Skoda Auto India has introduced two variants of

SUV Kushagq and

sedan Slavia,

namely Kushaq
Onyx Plus and the Slavia Ambition Plus at €11.59

vely. “Both varianes

exc!
. all for a

cial
limited period.” the company sasd in a statement.
Based on

MQB-AO-IN pla!forrn the Kushaq o Stavin are

part of the ©

-ompanys India 2.0 project.

P unveils $12 ‘s

ndbox’

that takes card mments

Paytm on Monday
that lec:

unveiled a ‘soundbox’
ets merchants accept both rnobcle and ea

acrass
P ereard, Ammerican Expross and homegrown
RuPay, to attract more subscribers from its large

Shoaker. Merchants can accept card paylnen\s up
Payum soundbox: nd

0 25,000 through
pay” feature. ssures

Muthoot FinCorp to raise

up to 400 crore via NCDs

Muthoot FinCorp on Monday announced raising

UPp to 2400 crore thros
non-

shoe option of T300 crore.

of the issue is T100 crore with a green
issue will close

on

September 14. The issue has tenure options of 24,
36, 60, and 96 months with monthly, annual,
and cumulative payment options.

CBDCs can make payments
across borders efficient: Das

MUMEBAI
eserve Bank of In-
nor

dia Gover:

Shaktikanta Das
on Monday said that high
cost, low speed, limited ac-
cess and insufficient tran-

Centva) Bank Digital: Cuax:
rencies (CBDCs) can

Faster and cheaper cross-border
the RBI Governor noted: Insufficient transparency in such px

it services would deliver wide:

benefits to people.
a cha he said

Vouching for CBDCs

Ral Governor Shaktikanta Das elaborated on the vanous

can offer the globat econceny

= With its instant settlement Seature, CBOCS

<an mak crosstoeder payTeents more
Mr. Das sasd

Mr. Das emphasised.
He added that the use of
local currencies in cross-

border payments could
help to shield emerging
market currencies from
global shocks, protect

against exchange rate fluc-
d the

Ao of a0 Inberopacabl

such payments

~Faster, cheaper, more
transparent. and more in-
clusive

er w©
people - he said in his key-
note address at the G20

pay-
ment services would deliv-

Finale 2
With its instant settle-

he acope
T s e e e O
border payments ccasys

ment feature, I believe,

CBDCs can play an impor-
tant role in making cross-

an.
development of local forex

and capital markets.
“As all of us are starting
on a clean slate on the

be
benefit to the furure of

State Bank of
India allows
CBDC users to
link to UPI

MuMBAL

The State Bank of India
(SEI) said on Monday it had

ments Interface (UPI) inte-
roperability in the Digital
al Bank Dig-

will
a game changer for the dig-

border
faster and more secure,”

ecosystem,” he said.

ﬁ.lnher said.

SpicelJet gives lessors
stock to clear $28 mn

Reuters
BENGALURU

Spicejet on Monday said it

sue of shares to lessors to
clear outstanding dues.
Spicejet  has  been
scrambling to raise funds
and restore operations for

shout m fourts of it dleer
grounded

that of new entrant Akasa,
which began

Federal Bank

SsUMBAL

Federal Bank has intro-
duced a “WhatsApp Lend-
ing Plaform’ through

ns I August 20

Spicelet, which in T
bruary converted about
$100 million in dues to les-

ap-
ply for preapproved per-
sonal loan.

“This platfotm would

‘New norms can raise
CV prices by 10-129°

Press Tr
NEW DELHI

Implementation of multi-
Ppropos:

dian CV_industry,
said the domestic automo-
tve

markets.
~Within the Indian auto-
tive the CV

mark a si
ment_in providing seam-
less fi

v was
ing rapid transformation.
with foc:

gally barting other
et o Ay St
recently ordered the air-
line to pay S12 million by
September 10 to former
owner Kalanithi Maran.

customers.” the bank said.
The platform was inaug-
urated Chairman A_P.
Hota in the presence of MD
& CEO Shyam Srinfvasan
and other bank officials.

us by the
government on imple-

norms.
safety systems and other
standards that will bring
the country at par with
other major automotive

in the 20
it said, adding mandatory
standards towards driver
comfort and safety can
help improve road safety.

India may add 7 lakh gig jobs
by November: Teaml.ease

BENGALURU

India’s e-commerce, retail,
MCG

Ar least
of the gig |

house operanons (30%).

40%). Chennai (30%) and
Hyderabad (30%). Team-
Lease forecast.

Strong trend
The trend overall was ex-
pected to be strong across
tier-2 and tier-3 cities while

most of these jobs would
be in the areas of ware-

e (so-.-s) ana call.centre
operators (10%).

and Business Head, Team-
Lease Services.
“The positive growth

synergy in the sector is in-

fluenced by the shift in the

consumer  demographic,

government’s

warvds Make in India, 'l>|
other initiatives and

Swaraj unveils new
range of tractors in
40-50 HP category

MUMBAL

Swaraj naan«s. a pa:
Croup. has o

Compared with last

Flipkare
said it would create 1 lakh
new job ities, a-
head of the -Big Billion

Erowing at 10% CAGH

wroduced a Mw r
tractors in the 40-S0 HP
category.
“Thro this new
tractor range, we're offer-
latest features

ylelds and reduce effort.
fostering growth,”
mant Sikka, President,
Farm Equipment Sector,
DAL L

Chsvan. CEO,
Swaraj Division, M&M
1xd. added, ~With this
new tractor range, we're

steering the brand into the
future, by making it ready

Ramco to tap
45% of energy
needs from
green power

The Hindu Bureau
THENNAL

The Ramco Cements Lid
(RCL) said the share of
green power in its total
energy consumption is ex-
pected to reach 45%, from

29% currently.
Our entire green power
capacity of 85 MW, includ-
the capacity available

com|

purpose, the company said

“Beyond performance,
new empl
comfort, versatility for

ations

broader customer appml
with its

Currendy, Y RETS eotal
wind capacity

stands at 166 MW. At an av-
erage plant load factor of
25%, the generation of
(ind power for captive use
o be 42 MW,

authentic styling.™

said the company.

Sundaram Home Fin
to tap budget houses

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAL

Sundaram “inance
Lid. (SHFL) is all set to en-
ter the affordable housing

nance space for disburs-

Home F

D. Lakshminarayanan

Karur, Tirupur,
and Vijayawada.

Guntur

hrn.inara)a—
. “Focusing on the re-
tafl customer In Tier 2 and
3 towns is an integral part
of our growth plans.

In the first phase, SHFL
will hire SO-75 people. The
first set of branches will be

opened by October or No-
vember in places such as

21.104-crore disbursement.

Apollo Hospitals
unveils ‘enhanced
connected care’

CHENNAL

Apollo Is has intro-
duced an “enhanced con-

company plans to add
another 2,000 connected

1o said in a release.

Tmprove Its patient mont.
toring system.

the  pro.
gramme, patien
Cpariemce Letoar haaith

of the haspital's conne.:-ed
care said to

access to healthcare,
would be ah!e o

have reduced Hme spent
on monitoring by one-hour
per nurse per shift and re-

re-admissions to

maximise their time and
make o= informed deci-

erabad and Bangalore,

caa
3

stons, said joint Managing
Director Sangica Reddy.
Backed by Al this tech-
nology is ed to con-
tinuously monitor and de-
tect early signs  of
in a patient’s
condition. Apollo Hospi-

tals added in the release.

“White-collar
hiring slides
6% as IT, auto
turn cautious’

MuUsBAL

White-collar hiring in lndla
saw a 6%

Morgan Stanley buys
cancer-care provider
ClearMedi for I280 cr.

MUMBAL

Morgan Stanley PE Asia
has

In August on cautious sen
timent in IT. insur:

1 . there were
2,666 job postings against
2. 2 Naukri

JobSpeak Index showed.
IT was a major laggard
as new jobs created were

care, and o turned
cau with a dip of 19%,
143, respec-

tively, in new-job creation.

a
stake in ClearMed! Health-
care, which runs a chain of
Sancer-care hospitals, for

havnee( Bali, a former
indian Navy officer who
had worked with health.

shi Ka
Van, founder of Clearhedi
Healthcare, said in a state-
ment

Shashi Kant Baliyan

“As we continue to ex-
pand and provide high-
healthcare solu-

As stocks hit a low, home
prices surge in double digits

MUMBAT

Housing h-u.enwnes across

housing stock is likely to re-
main_low as developers
usually try to boost sales in
the festival season through

and

been progressively declin-
ing from July 2020, when it
was at over 35 months, to
the current lows. The price
surge started when the
stock levels

20-25 months.

Anarock Research esti-
mated the housing inven-
torylevel ¢ the end of june

.14 Lakh units, down 2%
yea.r owver-year. Inventories

payment schemes.
Housing prices were ris-
ing steadily at 67% every
r. but with inventory

e
Peak of 2.3 lakh unis,
‘while launches were at 2.1
lakh units, according to

A note
by Jeseries sald that de-

vy 2.99% seq
dally across cities, barring
and

Juty - o August.
SOlslle the rasltiart Epei
ing is inducing deve
el gl S et
no¢ enough to carch up
said

Pune.
Analysts said that one of
the reasons for the low
supply is that in the June
quarter. many top develop-
ad fewer launches,

Jef-
m—xes. ‘adding that the dowu.
le-digit price gains should

an wenl through FY24.
Inventory levels have

o lower
sales growth compared to
the industry average.
(The writer is with The
Hindu businessiine)




Federal Bank
unveils
‘WhatsApp
lending’

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Federal Bank has intro-
duced a “‘WhatsApp Lend-
ing Platform’ through
which customers can ap-
ply for pre-approved per-
sonal loan.

“This platform would
mark a significant advance-
ment in providing seam-
less financial solutions to
customers,” the bank said.

The platform was inaug-
urated by Chairman A.P.
Hota in the presence of MD
& CEO Shyam Srinivasan
and other bank officials.
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Founded

Founder
Headquarters

Number of
locations
Key people

Products

Revenue
Operating
income

Net income

Total assets

Number of
employees

23 April 1931; 92 years ago
(as Travancore Federal
Bank) at Nedumpuram,
Thiruvalla

2 December 1949; 73 years
ago

(as Federal Bank)

K. P. Hormis!!
Aluva, Kochi, Kerala, India

1,370 branches (2023)

Shyam Srinivasan
(MD & CEO)

e Retail Banking

e Wholesale Banking

e Finance and Insurance
e Mortgage loans

e Wealth management

e Investment banking

e Credit cards

e Debit cards

A%15,142.16 crore
(US$1.9 billion) (2020)2!

A 33,204.70 crore
(US$400 million) (2020)!?!

A 31,542.78 crore
(US$190 million) (2020)[2]

AZ201,367.39 crore
(US$25 billion) (2021)[2]

12,592 (2021)?]
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IN RUN-UPTO G20

On Modi-Biden table: Small N-reactors,
jetdeal, easing visa, joint aid for Ukraine

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

SiNCE 1932

New consulates, drone deal part of agenda for bilateral talks

4DAYS TO GO

SHUBHANT ROY
NEW DELHI. SEPTEMBER 4.

Flags of participating countries put up near Rajghat ahead of
T Prem Nath Fandey

CIVILISATIONAL
POWER, ART OF
INDIA ON DISPLAY AS
LEADERS GATHER

Sanatan Dharma remarks
INDIA bloc speaks in
different voices, Stalin’s
son stands his ground

Aasus Joe
to India for the G20 summit.

1hi and Washington ase
Working on an ambitsous slew of
deliverables for their bilateral
engagement that includes a pas-
sible nudear pact on small mod-
ular nuckear reactors, an aca-

EXPLAINED

PoLITICS
TWO VIEWS ON
SANATANDHARMA
PAGE17

Venugopal said the party be-
v in rva Dharma
a (equality of all reli-

- Karnataka minister

Amid murmuss of disconsent

BusiNgss as Usuar

‘PRO-PAK SLOGAN"
Swear your
allegiance to
Constitution,
file affidavit:
SC to NC MP

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHL SEPTEMBER &

HEARING A plea which alleged

Sersor
INUED ON PAGE 2

deal on jet engines. a joint hu-
manitarian aid for Ukraine. a
more liberal visa regime for
ndians and new consulates in
each ceher's countries.

Sources told The Indian
Express that Indsan and the US of-

“robust~ and “out-

nted” Jont comemu-

nique for President Biden's first
=

framing a

Donald Trump in February 2020,
. Who has visited Indsa

77.00 (T8 BIHAR & RAIPUR. 712 SRINAGAR) WWW INDIANEXPRESS COI

Chandrayaan-3 lander
hops on Moon, marks
big leap for ISRO

Lander, rover in sleep mode, hoping
for awakening Sept 22, says ISRO

Xi absence: China chill
deepens, puts question
mark on G20 consensus

DISAPPOINTED XI

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELI SEPTEMEER & Moon lander where it touched dawnonn.gusxzz (right)a
NOT ATTENDING G20 the new location after the ~hop™ on Monday. a0
CHENESE PRESIDENT Xi Jinpires s =
NOt going to amernd the G20 suam- SUMMIT: BIDEN
it in Neww D a = —
and 10 — h said he was dis- AMITABH SINHA =
2 : that his NEW DELHI SEPTEMBER 4 = Why hop
sence from the summit. Chinese counterpart Xi = tastis
The Chinese Fon Ministry ]mpugv-uuldno(.\nﬂn! 11»: INDIAN Space Research = ® important
announced Monday that “Tam (ISRO) had re-

Prernier Li Qiang will ar- e the st faf the 1ast Jusz THE HOP shows ISRO's

Chine: Npputnle A, but 1am go-
cend the sumsmst.

ing o get 1o see him.” e nation capabslity to make 2
Xi who has been China's E REFORT. PAGE S €0 survive the Spacecraft Bt off from the
or sgo- L the Lan- Hunas surface. opening the

possibility of gettng it

ng to miss the G20 summis for
the second time. But the last
pped this important

and the Chinese
hard “Zero Covid

s
time he skij policy” had 2 small jump on the Moon.
i st

ficials ase in hectic
for the 1ast few weeks about

EXTORTION CHARGE

prevented him from going -landedon
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

ple times in
CONT 2

Assam businessman says
police threatened to kill
him, slap ‘jihadi link’; IPS
officer among 5 cops held

SUKRITA BARUAH
GUWAHATI, SEPTEMBER 4

Pakistani and Bangladeshi ghads
elements™. In his complaint.

by 2 man who clalmed wbe an

NINE PEOPLE. senior
police officers in Assam's Bajali
district. were arrested by the

in the
Udhayanidhi. the Tamil
Minister of Youth Welfare and
Sports. stood his gro

e

veenaworld.com
Call:

rent (CID) After a local Inssehess
man Mlleged that he was being
edt

Rabiul tetarm. the business-
leged. among other
things, that be was

O Manciey. the Assam Police
arrested Siddhartha Buragohan.
22014 batch IS officer who had
been Bajali Superintendent of

Headguarters. Deputy Superin-
tendent of Polsce (HQ) Pushkal

detained by police and toid to

by concocting -links with

Take me to

wlth Veena ‘World
Customized Holidays

Mon-Sat 10 to 7
1800 22 7979 ZiT - ~

Gomox.

of Police Gayatri Sonowal. her
Busband Subbas Chander, Sub-
Inspector Debait Gird, and

ble Injamamul Hassan were
CONTINUED

ONPAGE2

=

VEENA WORLD

L when Covid-
1 peal

human Landing missson.

IIM-Calcutta director resigns, second
in 2 yrs: ‘Differences with board chair’

signed on August 23, and his re:
ignation letter was circulate

RITIKA CHOPR.
NEW DELHL SEF

" amoegall members of the Boat

almost three rernors (BoG) Last weel

THE DIRECTOR of the Indian ars of his Sources told The Indian Expre:

mv-ggssggg;n [T g i T e L L

Calcustra (IM-C). Utzam Kusmar accepted yet and is likely to b

ON PROTESTERS., is leannt (o hawve resigned discussed at the next Boar

SAYS FADNAVIS r differences w-lh the e Board meeting for th
=l e e Tt e et =

second institute heaﬂ in two Sarkar is learnt to have re- CONTINUED ONPAGE
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BIODIVERSITY LOSS

37,000 ‘alien species’

introduced by human
activities, says report

ESHAROY
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 4

INVASIVE ALIEN species are one
of the five major direct drivers of
biodiversity loss globally — along-
side land and sea use change, di-
rectexploitation of organisms, cli-
mate change, and pollution —
according to the most extensive
study on invasive species carried
out till date.

In its new publication,
“Assessment Report on Invasive
Alien Species and their Control”,
the Intergovernmental Platform
on Biodiversity and Ecosystem
Services (IPBES) has found that
there are 37,000 alien species, in-
cluding plants and animals, that

have been introduced by many
hiiman artivitiec tn recinng and

INVASIVE SPECIES

B Water hyacinth —
world’s most
widespread invasive
alien species on land

M Lantana, a flowering
shrub, second-most
widespread globally

M Blackrat is third-
most widespread alien
species

M Brown rat and house
mouse are also
widespread invasive
alien species

human activities to regions and
biomes around the world. These
include more than 3,500 invasive
alien species, which have played
a key role in 60% of global plant
and animal extinctions recorded.

IPBES released its report on
Monday following a week-long
plenary from August 28, with rep-
resentatives of 143 member-
states approving the report.

IPBESisanindependent inter-
governmental agency set up to
strengthen the science-policy in-
terface for biodiversity and
ecosystem services.

The study, conducted over a
four-year period, was done by 86
experts from49 countries, draw-
ing onover 13,000 references.

The report noted that the

number of alien species — or
species introduced to new regions
through human activities — has
been rising for centuries in all re-
gions but are now increasing at
unprecedented rates, with in-
creased human travel, trade and
the expansion of global economy.

“Notall alien species establish
and spread with negative impacts
on biodiversity, local ecosystems
and species, but a significant pro-
portion do — then becoming
known as invasive alien species,”
the report noted. “About 6% of
alien plants; 22% of alien inverte-
brates; 14% of alien vertebrates;
and 11% of alien microbes are
known to be invasive, posing ma-
jorrisks to nature and to people.”



Britain: Pharma
firm launches
injection for
weight loss

MAGGIE FICK
LONDON, SEPTEMBER 4

NOVO NORDISK launched its
weight-loss injection Wegovy in
Britain on Monday;, its second de-
but in Europe in just over a
month as the drugmaker seeks
toexpand inthe regionevenasit
struggles to keep up with soar-
ing demand.

The Danish drugmaker said
in a statement that the weekly
injection would be available in
the United Kingdom "through a
controlled and limited launch".

Wegovy, shown to help pa-
tients reduce body weight by
around 15% when used along
with exercise and lifestyle
changes, is so far available in the
United States, Norway, Denmark,
and as of late July, Germany.

Novo's inability to keep up
with US demand for Wegovy has
effectively delayed the launchin
most of Europe.

"We are closely monitoring
Wegovy demand,” the company
said inits statement. REUTERS
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* Primatologists have suggested rerouting a 1.65-km-long railway track
that has divided the Hollongapar Gibbon Sanctuary, in eastern Assam
dedicated to the western hoolock gibbon into two unequal parts.



e Hoolock Gibbons, known as the smallest and fastest of all apes,

inhabit tropical and subtropical forests in Southeast Asia.

e They have high intelligence, distinct personalities, and strong family
bonds similar to other apes.

e They represent one of the 20 gibbon species found worldwide.
e Hoolock Gibbons are India's only ape species.






* Gibbon Species in India:
* Western Hoolock Gibbon (Hoolock hoolock):

* |t inhibits in all the states of the north-east, restricted between the
south of the Brahmaputra River and east of the Dibang River.

e Qutside India, it is found in eastern Bangladesh and north-west
Myanmar.

* International Union for Conservation of Nature's Red List (IUCN):
Endangered



e [t inhabits specific pockets of Arunachal Pradesh and Assam in India,
and in southern China and north-east Myanmar outside India.

e JUCN Red List: Vulnerable




» Challenges:

» Hoolock gibbons are particularly sensitive to habitat disruptions, such
as canopy gaps.

« Fragmentation of their habitat can lead to genetic isolation and
threaten their populations.



 Conservation Efforts:
* |nitiatives like artificial canopy bridges aim to facilitate their
movement and preserve genetic diversity.
« Gibbons play a vital role in forest ecosystems by dispersing seeds as

they travel through the canopy.
» Their conservation is essential for maintaining the health and biodiversity of their

habitats.



 Gibbon Sanctuary:

» Hoollongapar Gibbon Sanctuary, formerly known as Gibbon
Wildlife Sanctuary, is located in Assam's Jorhat district, India.

» Established in 1997, it boasts a rich biodiversity, housing
India's only gibbons, the western Hoolock hoolock, and the
Bengal slow loris, the sole nocturnal primate in Northeastern
India.



* Consider the
following pairs: (2010)

* Which of the pairs

given above is/are
correctly matched?

* (a) 1 only

(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 only
(d)1,2and3

Protected area Lol T
for
Bhiterkanika, Salt Water
Orissa Crocodile
Desert National Great Indian
Park, Rajasthan Bustard
Eravikulam, Hoolock
Kerala Gibbon




« Among the following, which one is not an ape? (2008)
* (@) Gibbon

* (b) Gorilla

* (¢) Langur

« (d) Orangutan






* Pragyan, part of Chandrayaan-3, has entered sleep mode for the lunar
night, scheduled to awaken on September 22, 2023. One lunar day is
equivalent to about 14 days on Earth.

* |If the rover doesn't awaken, it will remain on the Moon as India's
lunar ambassador.
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e Union Home Minister launched the Amrit Kalash

Yatra under the '"Meri Mati-Mera Desh' campaign in New
Delhi,






« About Meri Maati Mera Desh

« "Meri Maati Mera Desh", with the tagline “Mitti ko naman, veeron
ka vandan ', is a nationwide and people led “Jan bhagidari”
initiative to commemorate 75 years of India's independence.

* It is the finale of Azaadi ka Amrit Mahotsav program.

o Ttis a tribute to the Veers and Veeranganas who have made the supreme
sacrifice for the country.

 This campaign comprises many activities and ceremonies conducted across
the country at Panchayat/Village, Block, Urban Local Body, State and
National levels:






e The Ministry of Education has decided to organise a literacy
week to celebrate International Literacy Day under ULLAS-
Nav Bharat Saksharta Karyakram.

« The International Literacy Day is celebrated on 8 September every
year.



* It enables mass participation to inculcate a sense of Kartavya
Bodh and Janbhagidari in each and every citizen of the
nation.

* It will make India fully literate and to increase the number of
registrations for learners and volunteers on the ULLAS mobile

app.



ULLAS- Nav Bharat Saksharta Karyakram on Education for All

It is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme (jointly funded by the Centre and states)
and was implemented during FYs 2022-27 in alignment with National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020.
The Scheme has five components, namely
» Foundational Literacy and Numeracy
Critical Life Skills
« Basic Education
Vocational Skills
* Continuing Education

The slogan for the scheme is ‘Jan Jan Sakshar’.




 DIKSHA (Digital Infrastructure for Knowledge
Sharing) Portal

e It is a national platform for school education, an initiative of

National Council for Educational Research and Training
(NCERT).

* It enables people with visual impairments to access the portal
using assistive technology.

« DIKSHA can be accessed by learners and teachers across the
country and currently supports 36 Indian languages.
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* Other examples of leaders of Indian origin are:

* Rishi Sunak (PM of UK)

 Tharman Shanmugaratnam (Recently, Singapore President)
 Christine Kangaloo President of Trinidad and Tobago

 Leo Varadkar (Head of Government, Ireland)

* Prithvirajsing Roopun (President of Mauritius)

* Wavel Ramkalawan (President of Seychelles



On display

The cultural corridor will be set up on
the second floor of the Bharat
Mandapam, the venue of G20 summit
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9 Dashed Line



* Several Southeast Asian countries, including the Philippines, Malaysia,
Viethnam, and Taiwan, have joined India in rejecting China’s new
national map and 9 Dashed Line in the South China Sea.

* India specifically protested China’s claims over Arunachal Pradesh
and Aksai Chin



* The nine-dash line is a historical demarcation line on a map used by
China to assert territorial claims in the South China Sea.

* China asserts a claim to 90% of the South China Sea, primarily based
on the historical U-shaped nine-dash line drawn on a map in the
1940s and encompassing several islands, notably the Paracels and
Spratlys.

* However, the Permanent Court of Arbitration under UNCLOS (United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea) has determined
that China’s claim in this region lacks a legal foundation
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In October 2021, 19-year-old won the silver medal at the
World wrestling championship.

Anshu Malik
Seema Bisla Anshu Malik

Sanju Devi
Sonam Malik



emerged as the poorest state as per the first —ever
Multi-Dimensional Poverty Index (MPI) prepared by NITI Aayog
and Launched in November2021.

Bihar

Madhya Pradesh .
Uttar Pradesh Bihar

Mizoram



Which of the following countries was the host of AFC
Women's Asia cup Football-2022?

Japan

Bangladesh
India India

China



According to IBEF 2021, the Indian Pharmaceutical Industry Ranks
in the World on the basis of volume.

9th

5th rd
11th 3

3rd



Daskathia of is the tribal dance performed by two males
depicting the historic and punaric events.

Uttar Pradesh
Gujarat

Goa Odisha
Odisha
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