Daily Current Affairs

. IR

.
B0¢ b Seferce | MOORERAISE Cais PV a b 1 o ot
4 e e soe | nmgh Wrtacr. a1 Do \y bistew b &

Rt et cve w0 10 &
oot e v SR & b o 30 & 5% 1 e

foct s A B optay o e bl 2 s 8 o 0 4 neapf v A gz s
Toum, o et oifad Eract wta s sarws o 3o meefan o goe . w3 00 oftref 2

26 ez Wi 7, w7 Rz A (i wree W mie

- ol e
-

" SThelndianEXPRESS

JOURINALIS M OF COURARE

-
W -~

o w4 S a0 3T g

el LS Pttt power g coeadon

7 I -
2w (G000 Momning |
PM  lespotiess SRS

Donald Trump calls Mc
friend: lavishes praise ol

Ny 1 hadeem e dunhe

e of

it

I
:

|

i

lu

ISEmmnder vl NIA
ucts scarches in TN

THE

STheIndianEXPRESS FINANCIAL
EXPRESS




The Hmdu y
PRS & Other
U L newspaper
— I& @
The Indlan ‘ ]ansatta
Express

2

Financial
Express



P” Gk E-Book or PDFs

BY BHUNESH SIR

@ Bilingual language with amazing pdf content of all subjects
like History, Polity, Geography, Economics, Science, and Static gk.

@ Important for UPSC, SSC, Bank, Railways, PCS, Defence,
teaching, and Police Exams.

® More than 70 % of GS/GK Questions will come in the exam.

® Arranged GK Youtube videos in proper order

ithout ads.
o - Course Fee:

® Topic-wise Gk questions. Z 999/~ ¥ 499/-
@ One Pdf will be delivered in a day so that you can
revise & take the test related to it.

(Till 23 May Only)

STARTDATE-21MAY



Preparation < Bhunesh sir Gk E-Book or PDFs

All Common Exams  ALP Group D Gk E-Book

@ or PDFs
' ‘ BY BHUNESH SIR

@ Bilingual language with amazing pdf

content of all subjects like History, Polity,
E f— B o O k Geography, Economics, Science, and Static gk.
© Important for UPSC, SSC, Bank, Railways,
PCS, Defence, teaching, and Police Exams.
Email / Mobile No. or PDFs

© More than 70 % of GS/GK Questions
G signinwith Google BY BHUNESH SIR

will come in the exam.

© Arranged GK Youtube videos in proper
order without ads.

© Topic-wise Gk questions.

© One Pdf will be delivered in a day so that
you can revise & take the test related to it.

Need Help ? Course Fee:

T 900/~ T 499/~

Create or Login
vour Account

5 Q (Tin 23 may Only)

About Course




Indian Economy Introduction by Public @ &
Bhunesh Sir

Upload PDF Wy

E v e r l I u s s [l Let's check your prepration with practice tests
‘ Introduction to economics  Attempt

Boost your prepration with Online Test Series




& = © o @& skill24.study =

Qs 7849841445 © Crown Plaza, Vaishali Nagar Jaipur (© Mon - Sat: 10:00 - 19:00 2

& Login / Registration Follow

iy skill24 COURSES v

Classical Education

For The Future...

Add a new skill to your CV.. "It is possible to fly without motors, but not

without knowledge and skill."

LET'S START YOUR PREPRATION —




/4
Skill24

/

I skill24 ?
[\

BEGINNER TO ADVANCE &84 |

LET'S START TO LEARN ™= )\

English Speaking Course By Carol Personality Development Course By French Speaking Course By Mansi

Ma'am Nadeem Sir Ma'am

/
skill24 skill24 ;

MOST IN DEMAND SKILL jses| MOST IN DEMAND SKILL |

4
Skill24

PREPARE TO BECOME A

PowerPoint Presentation By Rohit Digital Marketing Course By Real Estate Professional Knowledge
Sir Khushboo Ma'am By Arun Sir

4 = / /
Skill24 ‘ : skill2a ‘, skill24

e e BECOME AN EXPERT IN \ 3% LEARN PREMIERE PRO

Node]S Step by Step Basic to Financial Accounting By Video Editing Basic to Advance By
Advance By Puran Sir Madhusudan Sir Khyati Ma'am

% / 7 /
N skill24 N skill24 ¥20999
(4]
B

LET'S START TO LEARN LET'S START TO LEARN =

1
Skill24

BECOME A MASTER IN

Graphic Designing Basic to Software Engineering course Cyber Security Course

Advance By Khyati Ma'am



Economic Iconic Class
Learn with Bhunesh Sir-1/6

—
e

INTRODUCTION A
TO INDIAN =58
ECONOM!Irc ety
wrmmans 71:05:04

N‘"

GDP, NDP, = el

P
“WE!Q523

-

fh
MONETARY {‘”
Pllll(:Y -
e 43:43

‘W

PoLicy

i 33 43 '

é
DEFICIT I
LTS Pl --l"'m'"“jl 33:52 ]

PURCHASING
POWER PARITY

LORENZ CURVE PHILIP'S CURVE w
IV COEFFICIFT -~

] UPCOMlNG
-

Indian Economy Introduction
by Bhunesh Sir | Iconic GK/G...

Learn with Bhunesh Sir

What is GDP, NDP, GNP & NNP |
L 01 | Indian Economy by...

Learn with Bhunesh Sir

RBI & It's Monetary Policy | L
02 | Indian Economy by...

Learn with Bhunesh Sir

Fiscal Policy | L 03 | Indian

%) Economy by Bhunesh Sir |...

Learn with Bhunesh Sir

Types of Deficit | L 04 | Indian
Economy by Bhunesh Sir |...

Learn with Bhunesh Sir

Purchasing Power Parity
Lorenz Curve Philip’s Curve...

| earn with Rhiinech Sir



;ﬂ FUNDERSTANDING

“Education is all a
matter of building
bridges. -

Ralph Ellison




THURSDAY
Yome 8. 2023
DEL
Ty EDmmon
20 Pages €12.00

www.thehindu.com

roLLOW US
facebook com/thelindu
Twitter comathe himda
instapram comthe hindu

Vol.i3 + No1s

et s sewae o

S

Karol Bagh, Delhi

Drishti 1A

© 8010-440-440

Weekend Batch
GS Foundation

Offline & Online Batch

BIFURCATION DEMAND
10 Manipur MLASs get
show-cause notice
MEWS » PAGE 10

OmE ARRESTED
Gangster shot dead on
court premises in U.P.
NEWS » PAGE 10

Wrestlers suspend protest
on Minister’s assurance

Thakur tells proteste:

hat lice

inst WEI chief will be com ed

June 15;

FIRs registered against wrestlers on May 28 for rioting will be taken back, says Sakshi Malik

Samvidhi Yewari
NEW DELHI
Rer 3 sichour

meeting  between
the agitating wres-
tlers and Union Minister
for Sports Anurag Tha
on Wednesday. a common
ground has been found
where the wrestlers have
0 suspend thelr ag:

itation till June 1S, as the
assured them that

the Delhi police would
complete the probe by
then and file a chargesheet

demundicg action agalns

facing sexual harassment
harges.

¢ winmers Baj-
rang Pumnia and Sakshi Ma-
lik met with Mr. Thakur ﬂ
his official residence
New Delh, after be mited
them for a meeting, three
days afer Home Minister
At them for a
similar discussion.
Mr. Thakur sald he
heard all thelr demands
of full

1
cooperation from the go-

dia (WFD chlef Brij nhuxh
an Sharan Singh, who is

Ms. Mallk told The Fiin-
du that during the meet-

ing. they bad discussions
on several issues, Including
safety of both female and
male wrestlers.

“It has been

Curfew imposed in
Kolhapur after protest

PUNE

Tension prevaded in Kalha-
pur city of Mabarashtra on
Wednesday following a vio-
lent protest by right-wing

over some soclal
media status messages re-
partedly glorifying Mughal
e r Aurangzeb and

18* century Mysore ruler
Tipa Sultan.
Authoritles  impased
after  protesters
vandalised vehscies and es-
tablishments. Internet ser-
vices have been suspended
ol Thursday evening

curfew

conTINUED ON
*PAGE 10

discussed
that the potx-z investiga-
ton will be by

taken back.” she said.

couTIMUED OM
» PAGE 10

BSNL gets I89,047-cr. package for 4G,

NEW DELMI

The Union Cabinet on Wed-
nesday approved a third re-

vival package of 89,047
grove for Bharst Sanchar

am Ltd. (BSNL). ena-
blu‘ the state-owned oper-
atar to receive spectrm in

the 26 GHz. Mz,
2.500 MHz and 3,300 Jatts
bands. “With alloe-
ment, BSNL will e e
provide pan-india 4

5G roll-out

5G services,” the govern-
ment sald in a release.
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Govt. hikes kharif MSP;
farmers demand more

NEW DELHI
The Centre has set the mi-

nimum  support  peice
(MSP) for paddy sown in
the kharsf or monsoan sea-
som at 2,183 per quintal,
am increase of 8143 2 quin-
tal from last year's e.
The 202324 MSPs for 17

Mmlﬂl‘r Narnndra Mol

W of crops,
mmn!v p.:ddy. has started
in most States.
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Govt. hikes kharif MSP;
farmers demand more

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Centre has set the mi-
nimum support price
(MSP) for paddy sown in
the kharif or monsoon sea-
son at 32,183 per quintal,
an increase of 143 a quin-
tal from last year’s figure.
The 2023-24 MSPs for 17
kharif crops and variants
were approved at a meet-
ing of the Cabinet Commit-
tee on Economic Affairs
(CCEA), chaired by Prime

Minister Narendra Modi.

The sowing of crops,
mainly paddy, has started
in most States.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10
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While the Centre said that its aim was to ensure
reasonably fair remuneration for the farmers and
encourage crop diversification, several farmers’
organisations said the increase would not cover
the rising input costs.

Food Minister Piyush Goyal told presspersons
after the CCEA meeting that farmers would bene-
fit from the MSP increase at a time when retail in-
flation was declining.

“In agriculture, we have been fixing MSP from
time to time based on the recommendations of
Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices
(CACP). The increase in MSP of the kharif crops
for this year is highest compared with the pre-
vious years,” Mr. Goyal said.

Apart from paddy, new MSPs have been set for
major pulses. The MSP for moong is ¥8,558 a quin-
tal, an increase of ¥803 from last year. The MSP
for tur or arhar has been set at ¥7,000 a quintal,
which is estimated to be 58% above the cost of
production. This is in keeping with the Centre’s
promise to set MSPs which are at least one-and-a-
half times the all-India weighted average cost of
production.

“The expected margin to farmers over their
cost of production are estimated to be highest in
case of bajra (82%) followed by tur (58%), soybean
(52%) and urad (51%),” said an official statement.

MINIMUM SUPPORT PRICES FOR
KHARIF MARKETING SEASON (rs)

Crops
Moong
Sesamum
Cotton (Long Staple)
Groundnut
Cotton (Medium Staple)
Jowar- Maldandi
Ragi
Jowar-Hybrid
Paddy -Common
Soybean (Yellow)
Paddy-Grade A
Maize
Bajra
Nigerseed
Tur/Arhar
Sunflower Seed
Urad

2022-23; 2023-24 Increase ( %)

7755 |
7,830
6,380
5,850
6,080
2,990
3,578
2,970
2,040
4,300
2,060
1,962
2,350
7,287
6,600
6,400
6,600 |

8,558 |
8,635
7,020
6,377 |
6,620
3,225
3,846
3,180 |
2183 |
4,600
2,203
2,090
2,500
7.734
7,000
6,760
6,950

10.35
10.28
10.03
9.01
3.88
7.86
749
7.07
7.01
6.98
6.94
6.52
6.38
6.13
6.06
5.63
5.30




 What is Kharif Season?

 Crops are sown from June to July and Harvesting is done in
between September-October.

 Crops are: Rice, maize, jowar, bajra, tur, moong, urad, cotton,
jute, groundnut, soyabean etc.

- States are: Assam, West Bengal, coastal regions of Odisha,
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Tamil Nadu, Kerala and
Maharashtra.
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mandated crops fair and remunerative price

e CACP is an attached office of the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare.



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/minimum-support-price-for-crops
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/fair-and-remunerative-prices-for-sugarcane

* Three Kinds of Production Cost: The CACP projects three kinds of production
cost for every crop, both at state and all-India average levels.

» ‘A2': Covers all paid-out costs directly incurred by the farmer in cash
and kind on seeds, fertilisers, pesticides, hired labour, leased-in land,
fuel, irrigation, etc.

« ‘A2+FL’: Includes A2 plus an imputed value of unpaid family labour.

« ‘C2": It is a more comprehensive cost that factors in rentals and
interest forgone on owned land and fixed capital assets, on top of
A2+FL.






STITr R f9aR &Ydr ¢

« CACP considers both A2+FL and C2 costs while recommending MSP.

« CACP reckons only A2+FL cost for return.

 However, C2 costs are used by CACP primarily as benchmark

reference costs (opportunity costs) to see if the MSPs
recommended by them at least cover these costs in some of the

— major producing States.
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» What are the Issues Associated with India’'s MSP Regime?
 Limited Extent:
* Ineffectively Implemented:
« More of a Procurement Price
Makes Aaricul wi | Paddv.Domi |

» Middlemen-Dependent:
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Dezan

Con, slams lathi e

on farmers at Kurukshetra

The Congress on Wednesday slammed the

Manohar Lal Khattar governument in Haryana for
csting

Eathicharging farmers who were prot
against thelr produce of sunflower seeds not

~antl-farmer attitude™ was coming to the fore
again and again

NIA questions key J&K
religious scholar Rahmatullah

Jammu and Kashmir's top rnllmous scholar
Maulina Rahmanslish Mir 2 summoned
by the National Wm ONIA) i an
illegal funding case an Wednesday i
Srinagar. Official sources sald the vocal preacher,
who heads one of the biggest seminaries of the
valley, Darul Uloom Rahimya, in Ban:
the NIA office in Srinagar

ﬂoul‘ operaing i Kashmir and ralsing iunds
llegally ~for unlawful activities and radicalisation

af the < youth™. Mr. Rahmacullah Is an influendal

preacher and has been vocal on many issues.

Kaziranga mahouts arrested
for consuming rare turtles

Three persons engaged as mahouss in the
National Park and Tige:

-
Sobhan Bawrl. The turtles were sefzed and the
three detained under relevant sections of the

\l‘llﬂe (Prot«oonl Act of 1972,7 an L
They densed having traded any of these reptiles.

BI seeks recall of protection
to ex-NCB officer Wankhede

The Central Bureau of Evestigation rece:

order granting interim protection from arrest to
former Narcotis Control Bureau Mumbai Zoral
Director Sameer Wankbede In a case of extortion
ansd briery i conscction with the arvest of
actor Shah Rukh K

drug case. Last moat
against Mr. Wankhede for allegedly demanding
bribe of €25 croce from Mr. khan for not arresting
his son. Mr. Wankhede had moved the Hi

seeking to quash the FIR and interim pr roccesion
from any coercive action. A Bench had directed
him to appear before the CBI and granted interim
protection from arrest to Mr. Wankhede.

Won’t notify fact-checking
unit till July 10: Centre to HC

Bombay HC s heari)
require social media

MUMEBAL

be Union govern-
T.,..m o Wednes-
day told the Bom-

High Court that it

Kamra chal
lenging the constituticnal
validity of the IT (nterme-
diary Guidelines and Digi-
tal Medla Ethics Code)
dment Rules, 2023

The new Rules require
social media intermediar-
3es to censor or otherwise

jon chal

it that relates

modify conten
o the Unlon government,

ifa

the constitutional val
intermediaries to remove fake content on government flagged by the unit

QQ ‘We shall take
up the petitions
for final dispasal from
July 6 onwards. The
Additional
Solicitor-General says
thar the statement made
earlier by the Centre
shall stand extended
il July 10
BOMBAY HIGH COURT

also been filed by the Edi-
tors Guild of India and the

FCU directs them to do so.

“Arbitrary rules”
On April 21, the v af
Electronics and Informa-

don Technology had sasd
that It would not potfy the
FCU till July 5; this has now

nesday sasd, “We shall take
up the petitions for l.lzl

; of the new I'T

which

thelr arguments on July 7
after which we shall set a

suments. In view of
dates fixed for hearing, the

Mazagon Dock and
German firm strike
deal on submarines

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

The public sector defence
shipyard Mazgon

Shipbusiders Lid. (MDL)
and the German original

bility for constructing and

struction of the subma-
rines would rake place in
L

al Anil Singh says that the
statement made earlier by
the Centre shall stand ex-
tended ull July 10~

The avit filed by the
Centre on June 6 reads, “In

medlary that any informa-

on ks
plaﬂorul is based on pa-
temtly false and misleading

T Marine Sys~

ering
submarine l\rodudlnn m
the presence of German
Al oF Dhefimece Mocle
Pistorius

will mow jointly
bid for the Navy’s Pro-
Ject7S1 to buikd six ad-
vanced submarmes in In-
dia estimated to cost over
245,000 crare.

“Accarding to the MoU,
TKMS would contribute to
the engineering and design
of the submarines as well

the information.”

MDL would take responsi-

ia and is =xp=<1
ocal con
tent, it Stated.

The P75I is being cxe
cuted under the Strategic
Partnership model of De-
fence Acquisition Proce-
dure and the Request For

w.

respond

Tuesday during which pro-
gress of the deal was dis-
cussed.

He said & could become
a “Aagship project”.

Former Doordarshan
news anchor Gitanjali
Alyar passes away

18 had been il for some
time.
of the prnmm:nl

Granjali Aayar

ing her carcer with the
channel She also bagsed
the Indira Gandhi Priya-
darshini_Award for Out-
Wamen in 1589,

ose
when teleprompters had
not made thelr way into
news studios and

they did, they would often

vy
nhasded. Gitanjali was
known not just for her im-
maculate accent but also
ber and

ast achior four thnas dur

business as soon as she
graduated from Kolkata's
Loreto College.

came quite a rage in the
.

Such was her popularity

Air India sends ferry flight
to Russia for 216 passengers
stranded after engine snag

NEW DELHI

Alr India sent a ferry flight
on Wednesday to fly 216
passe

alrport in the remote
town on

Air India's flight Al 195
took off from Mumbai at 1
pm. local time, and will
reach Magadan In Russia at
6 a.m. Jocal time on June 8.
Alr India said in & state-

meent that it had al
one of its teams to
ide support to the -
and

Major hold.up: fr India Alight passengers in 3 makesh i

e all passengers

provi

fected

crew.
Russian authorities is-
The passengers were ac-

commodated i a makesh-
ift accommodation after Al

nical problem with xanm
engine. were 16

went well

T leaving Doordar-
shiam, Ho abibied o cor
porate communicarior

the flighs.

Ground support

“Given the Infrastructural
limitations around the re-
mate alrport, we can con-

moved to

accommadation 3t a schocl in Magadan, Russa. F1

airline said in a statement.
The alrtne ako

Groups write
to Murmu

on tensions in
Uttarakhand

NEW DELH

o

the “hate-filled™ campaign
under way In the State and
seeking immediate action
to  protect

proj 5
Uttarakhand has been
seelng communal tensions

lives and

Gon after making sincere
atempe to accommodate

mote town of Magadan or
in Russia, all ground sup-
port being provided is the

ment .
#round handlers, and the
Russian authorities,” the

pline (+91 |24 264 1420 fo(
those seeking latest infor-
mation on the stranded
passeng:

ers.
With Russia banning
several forelgn carriers

tnations require a costlier
detour.

onately affects  Mustim

The al-
leged abduction of a minoe
sirl i Purola has also led to

businessmen gathered at

maincain the law and order
stuadon.
. the group
asteds thve President 5o b
rament to fob-

es and campatgns
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Sumitra is calm, composed

‘When Sumantra tells Dasaratha and Kausalya that Rama

has enter

red the forest with Sita and Lakshmana. the king
queen are devastat

s
50 cruel s to banish his own 500 to the forest, sald Naval-

8| [7[2

OFFICULTY RATING. TR LT TT

N
BEEEEBE0

Selution te yesterday's Sudoks

82 7]a31 956
1692583 7
45796 12
184169573
53847621

254 8

4 9
41 3|2 5
719 201 4

pal

idcam ma
How would Sita, who was accustamed to eating rich

food survive on what was available in the forest? She wor-
ders if Rama will get what is rightfully His, even after He

returns from exile. Who but

Kaikeyi and Bharata can be

hanvy with the present state of affairs, she wonders. Sumi-
present, bat Is calm and composed.
Aner all, her  2om Lakshmana o0 is no Jonger in the
he had not even been bans|

hmana, who was kind

arted, was with Rama. He

would serve Rama to the best of his ability. His role is to
serve Rama, and when Rama has to go to the forest, it is

Aoodh)a lor 14 years, thus going agalnst the very nature of

]




Mazagon Dock and
German firm strike
deal on submarines

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

The public sector defence
shipyard Mazagon Dock
Shipbuilders Ltd. (MDL)
and the German original
equipment manufacturer
Thyssenkrupp Marine Sys-
tems (TKMS) on Wednes-
day signed a memoran-
dum of understanding
(MoU) for partnering in
submarine production in
the presence of German
Minister of Defence Boris
Pistorius in Mumbai.

They will now jointly
bid for the Navy’s Pro-
ject-751 to build six ad-
vanced submarines in In-
dia estimated to cost over
345,000 crore.

“According to the MoU,
TKMS would contribute to
the engineering and design
of the submarines as well
as the consultancy support
to this joint project and
MDL would take responsi-

bility for constructing and
delivering the respective
submarines,” a release
from TKMS said. The con-
struction of the subma-
rines would take place in
India and is expected to
have significant local con-
tent, it stated.

The P-75I is being exe-
cuted under the Strategic
Partnership model of De-
fence Acquisition Proce-
dure and the Request For
Proposal (RFP) was origi-
nally issued in July 2021 to
the MDL and Larsen & Tou-
bro with 12 weeks’ time to
respond and has since
seen several extensions,
the latest deadline being
August.

Mr. Pistorius held talks
with his Indian counter-
part, Rajnath Singh, on
Tuesday during which pro-
gress of the deal was dis-
cussed.

He said it could become
a “flagship project”.



« History of Project 75

* In 1998, India negotiated a contract with French defense contractors DCNS to
manufacture four Scorpene-class attack submarines. This formed the base of Project 75.

« However, in 1999, after the end of the Kargil War, the Government of India devised and
approved a new plan for thirty years.
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Self-reliance has been India’s forte since Independence, and the new plan was conceived
aligning with the same principle.

This plan saw two parallel production lines — one under the pre-existing Project 75 and
another under the new Project 75 India (more popularly known as Project 75i)
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* Project 75: 30-year Submarine Plan

* In 1999, the Cabinet Committee on Security outlined a 30 years
plan for submarine manufacturing. The plan included designing
and building 24 conventional submarines by the end of 2030.
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 Project 75 and Project-75i are two sister projects under this plan.

* Project 75 aimed to build six conventional diesel-electric fuelled Scorpene-
class attack submarines and was built by the Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders
Limited (MDL).

« These are meant to be the most modern conventional submarines.

« Of the 24 submarines, 18 will be conventional, while the remaining six will be
nuclear-powered.
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India has about 14 conventional submarines, of which only seven are working, and only
one nuclear-powered submarine, INS Arihant.

The only other nuclear-powered ballistic missile submarine INS Arihant will soon be
commissioned.

The Russian nuclear-powered submarine taken on lease by India is apparently on its way
back home.
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SETS ONITS FIRST SAIL FROM MUMBAI

The Navy’s fifth Scorpene-class submarine, INS Vagir, which PROJECT-75 :rh:;';;‘h:‘::?:‘giﬂ;':‘mnzsaz?::;

has advanced stealth features, was launched on Thursday at ) submarines and their stages:

Mazagon Dock. The ceremony was partly virtual because of

Covid, with the chief guest* attending it via video link from Goa [SUB— | LAUNCH(FORSEATRIALS) | COMMISSIONING
*Junior defence minister Shripad Naik | Kalvari Oct2015 Dec 2017

Khanden Jan 2017 Sept 2019

CLASS OF SIX STEALTH FACTOR = PYETITE ST

INS Vagir is the fifth of six Scor- Scorpene-class Vela May 2019 Dec 2021*

pene class submarines being submarines have: : r

built in India (at Mazagon Dock Advanced acoustic ‘\::9;' B: — 12.(?::“ De;égfz

Shipbuilders Limited, a PSU silencing techniques, gsheer ng réadi

low-radiated noise levels,  *Expected. **Being readied for ‘boot together’ (welding of sub’s sections)

DESIGNED BY | French naval de- hydro-dynamically optimised

fence company DCNS shape. They can launch
CAPABILITIES | Anti- attacks using el 2005 India signs Scor-
surface warfare, anti- precision- —~ \-‘:«‘_ pene deal for $3 billion
submarine warfare, guided ¥ Ao o Dt |
intelligence gathering, mine weapons P T

laying, and area surveillance

NAMING | Vagir is named after
the sand fish, a deadly deep-sea
predator of the Indian Ocean

THE 2™ VAGIR | The first
Vagir, a sub from Russia,
was commissioned into

the Indian Navy in 1973 and
decommissioned in 200

e 2009 construction

starts at Mazagon Dock
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 Project 75i

 Project 75i, also known as the advanced submarine project, is a follow-on
initiative to Project 75 undertaken by the Indian Navy. The project aims to build
submarines larger than the Scorpene class attack submarines of Project 75 and
enhance India’s indigenous submarine building capabilities.
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Former Doordarshan
news anchor Gitanjali
Alyar passes away

Anuj Kumar
NEW DELHI

One of the finest news an-
chors that the country has
seen, Gitanjali  Aiyar,
passed away in Delhi on
Wednesday. The 71-year-
old had been ill for some
time.

One of the prominent
faces of Doordarshan’s
prime-time news for de-
cades, Gitanjali, like many
of her contemporaries on
the public broadcaster,
brought grace and dignity
to television news. She
read the news and read it
well. Fluent and articulate,
she belonged to an era
when teachers asked stu-
dents to listen to Gitanjali,
Neethi Ravindran, and Rini
Simon to improve their En-
glish and when anchors
maintained a neutral tone.

Those were the days
when teleprompters had
not made their way into
news studios and when
they did, they would often
develop a snag in the mid-
dle of the live broadcast.
Unhassled, Gitanjali was
known not just for her im-
maculate accent but also
for her calm and poise.

Starting her career with
All India Radio, Gitanjali
joined Doordarshan in 1971
and was honoured as the
best anchor four times dur-

Gitanjali Aiyar

ing her career with the
channel. She also bagged
the Indira Gandhi Priya-
darshini Award for Out-
standing Women in 1989.

Gitanjali excelled in elo-
cution events as a student
and walked into the news
business as soon as she
graduated from Kolkata’s
Loreto College.

She was cast in Khan-
daan, the popular Door-
darshan teleserial that be-
came quite a rage in the
mid-1980s.

Such was her popularity
at her peak that the news
presenter was featured in
commercials for Solidaire
television and Marmite.
The punch line of the Soli-
dare advertisement, ‘that
seldom fails’, went well
with Gitanjali.

After leaving Doordar-
shan, she dabbled in cor-
porate communications.
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UK. PM in Washington to meet
Biden and talk tech. Ukraine

UK Pricme Minister 85shi Sunak has flown to Washington on
Tomsciay lobbying Seitain to take 3 lead in mmlu:r\glﬂ add 50 meet
US. President Joe Biden for » White

JEDDAE
U.S. Secretary Saudi Arabia
visit by meeting the Crown Prince

S
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support for Lkraine. En route b Washington, he announced a
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2 dead. 5 injured in firing at US.
h school

duation ceremony

Two people were kiled and five injured in  firing outside 2
Downtomn thestre i Schmond, ¥irgnis in U.S. on Tuescay, where
»Righ school just ended

Police chic? 53id that 3 15 year-okd Suspect who tried b escape has
been armested and will be charged with second-degree murder. o

HUWAIT CITY
Kuwait votes in
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Parliament. elects one woman
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o
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Thousands flee homes after
destruction of Ukraine dam

The UN nuclear warchy

says the breach

m
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of villages and parts of a
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tional probe of the

0 shortterm risk’ to the Russian-occupled
Zaporizhzhia nudlear plant: Viadimir Putin, in his first public reaction. calls it a ‘barbaric act”

Icoded strrets in Kherson on Wednescay aft
the walls of the Kakovka dam collapsed. 47

The destruction has also
rassed fears of an environ-
disaster and

A spokesperson for Uk-
raime’s emergency servic-

no information about the
dead or mjured

While  finger-pointing
continued over the dam's
destruction, Moscow  ac-

port ammonia and whaose
re-activation it has request-
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salks.
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incident, the Jafina legisla-

Sri Lanka police arrest Tamil
legislator Ponnambalam
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tor from travel abroad until
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Imran Khan accused
of ‘abetting’ murder

Beusers
QuETTA
Pakistani_police on Wed-
nesday formally named
former Prime Minister Im-

Razaq,
giton proceedings against
i
The registered an
“abetment to murder”
case agams: Mr. Khan, 70,
who faces dozens of charg-

Govt, spokesperson
's Khan could face

charges If murder
case to wrial

tion with the lawyes's mar-
der. hx i ssed all the
cases st him as con-
co-cx«i by his opponents.
In an online broadcast,
Mr. Khan dented the allega-
tioas, adding that he would
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55 10 seck bait i 16 other
cases. Provincial govern-

Pence opens poll bid
with Trump critique

ANKENY

Former Vice-President of
the United States Mike
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former President
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stmuton should never be
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NATO to put
up biggest air
deployment
exercise

Associated Press
BERLIN

Germany is preparing to
host the biggest air deploy-
ment exercise in NATO’s
history, a show of force in-
tended to impress allies
and potential adversaries,
German and American offi-
cials said on Wednesday.

The Air Defender 23 ex-
ercise starting on June 12
till June 23 will see 10,000
participants and 250 air-
craft from 25 nations res-
pond to a simulated attack
on a NATO member coun-
try. The U.S. alone is send-
ing 2,000 U.S. Air National
Guard personnel and
about 100 aircraft to take
part in the drill. Authori-
ties have said the drill will
cause some disruption to
civilian flights in Europe
during the period.
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Member states shown in dark green

Abbreviation

Formation

Type
Headquarters
Membership
Official language
Secretary General

Chair of the NATO
Military Committee

Supreme Allied
Commander
Europe

NATO, OTAN

4 April 1949 (74 years
ago)

Military alliance
Brussels, Belgium

31 states [show]
English and Frenchl']
Jens Stoltenberg

Lt. Admiral Rob Bauer,
Royal Netherlands
Navy

General Christopher G.
Cavoli, United States
Army






The Treaty of Dunkirk was signed by France and the United Kingdom on 4 March 1947, during
the aftermath of World War Il and the start of the Cold War, as a Treaty of Alliance and Mutual
Assistance in the event of possible attacks by Germany or the Soviet Union.

In March 1948, this alliance was expanded in the Treaty of Brussels to include the Benelux countries,
forming the Brussels Treaty Organization, commonly known as the Western Union.
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Thousands flee homes after
destruction of Ukraine dam

The UN nuclear watchdog says the breach poses ‘no short-term risk’ to the Russian-occupied

Zaporizhzhia nuclear plant; Vladimir Putin, in his first public reaction, calls it a ‘barbaric act’

Agence France-Presse
KHERSON

housands were
T fleeing their homes
on Wednesday af-

ter the destruction of a
frontline Russian-held dam
in Ukraine flooded dozens
of villages and parts of a
nearby city, sparking fears
of a humanitarian disaster.
Downstream from the
breached Kakhovka dam,
Ukrainian police and
troops in the southern city
of Kherson were bringing
people out from inundated
areas in inflatable boats,
most clutching only a few
documents and pets.
Despite the evacuations,
officials said Russian forces
have kept shelling the resi-
dential neighbourhoods.
Ukraine and Russia have
traded blame for the dam
being ripped open early
Tuesday, prompting Tur-
key’s President Tayyip Er-
dogan to propose to both
nations’ leaders an interna-
tional probe of the breach.

Brink of disaster: Flooded streets in Kherson on Wednesday after
the walls of the Kakhovka dam collapsed. AP

The destruction has also
raised fears of an environ-
mental disaster and nu-
clear safety risks as it pro-
vides cooling water for
Europe’s largest Zapo-
rizhzhia nuclear plant.

The water was waist-
deep in central streets of
Kherson and ground floors
of buildings were
submerged.

A spokesperson for Uk-
raine’s emergency servic-
es, Oleksandr Khorunzhyi,
said that “currently there is

no information about the
dead or injured”.

While finger-pointing
continued over the dam’s
destruction, Moscow ac-
cused Kyiv of blowing up a
key pipeline that Russia
used before the war to ex-
port ammonia and whose
re-activation it has request-
ed as part of grain deal
talks.

The governor of the
Kherson region, Oleksandr
Prokudin, said 1,700 peo-
ple had been evacuated so

far and reported that ongo-
ing shelling was endanger-
ing rescuers and locals.

‘Barbaric act’
Meanwhile, President Vla-
dimir Putin on Wednesday
called the attack on the
Russian-occupied Kakhov-
ka dam, which Moscow has
blamed on Ukraine, a “bar-
baric act”, in his first pu-
blic reaction to the
situation.

China expressed “se-
rious concern” over the
dam destruction, while EU
chief Charles Michel called
it a “war crime” and NATO
chief Jens Stoltenberg con-
demned it as
“outrageous”.

Russia has said the dam
was partially destroyed by
“multiple strikes” from Uk-
rainian forces and urged
the world to condemn Ky-
iv’s “criminal acts”.

The UN nuclear watch-
dog agency said the dam
break was posing “no
short-term risk” to the
plant.
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| The Kakhovka Dam was a major Hydroelectric lant and reservoir on the Dnieper River in southern Ukraine. It
was destroyed on June 6th, 2023, in an explosion that caused massive flooding and a humanitarian crisis in
the war-torn region.

\

Ukraine and Russia have blamed each other for the attack, which has escalated the tensions between the two
countries.
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About:The Kakhovka Dam was built in 1956 as part of the Soviet Union’s ambitious
project to harness the Dnipro River for irrigation, power generation and navigation.

The dam was 30 meters tall and 3.2 kilometers long, creating a reservoir that covered
2,155 square kilometers and held 18 cubic kilometers of water.
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Patriots vs Ironmen in Premier

Handball Le

Maharashtra kronmen in
the Premier Ha
Jalpur on Thursday

and Garvit
Gujarat will figure in the day’s second martch. The
will run from )nme 810 25 and all matches

will be held in Jaipur.

opener
Rajasthan Patriots is all st to take on

the inaugural
League which
. Telugu Takons

match of
ins in

Early exit for Indian doubles
teams in Singapore Open

The Indian doubles teams came  cropper at the
e Open Super 750 toUImAment of
Wednedsay. whue the fifth seeded men's palring

wiksairraj Ranki Reddy and Chirag Shetty
Tost to Japan's Akirs Koga and Taschi Sawo 1821,

of Sa

Laxita runs to glory in the
1500m with a personal best

Women's 4x400m relay team lands

: men's mile relay team wins silver with new junior

National record: India finishes third overall in the medals table behind Japan and China

Winning efforts: Laxtta, the women's 1500m champ, and women's 4.

ASIAN U-20 ATHLETICS
Sports Bureau
unior International
J Laxita Vinod Sandila
clocked a personal

b=n424)_'lsush=ww|
gold at

with its women's 4x400m
relay wam pulling off a
comfortable win in

Later, the Indian men's
mile relay team won the sil-
ver clocking 3:08.79s and
in the process broke the se-
ven-year-ald under-20 n:

medals, finished third ov-
erall in the medal table be-

hind Japan and China.

o relay team, pecudly cisplay their modals. an

Mawvprees Singh) 308735 new
Mational recerd; OR 306 £9, 2016
Long jumes 1. ShuHeng (Ched

220m, 6 Akt Mane (ind) 2 03
Women: 1500m: 1 Laeka Vinod
Sandia fnd) 424 215 4x830m

Rohit Rajpal retained
India captain

DAVIS CUP

NEW DELHI

The All India Tennis Asso-
Giation (AITA) has retained
Roh#t Rajpal 3s the capeain
of the Indian Davis Cup
team 1l 2024

*“We are delighted to ex-

team. His leadership
qualities, vast knowledge
of the game, and abllity 1o
bring out the best in
players make him an imva-
luable asset. We have full
faith in his capabilities and
believe that he MI conal-

Robit Rajpal. RV MOORTHY

capeain of the team in
2019, when Mahesh Bhu-
pathi announced that the
team would not wavel
Pakistan. Eventually, the
= istan was
phiyed in Kazakhstan.
Rohit has continued to

be the capealn of the team
thereafter for the

in March Last year

women's tional record. Shivaji P: =3 he team last the away
2514, 1821, Gayatri Gopichand and Treesa Jolly the 20th Asian under20 rash  Brougie  another Medal tadin aves, play Morocco in the Davis  tie o Danmmars 25 0 P2
went down $4-21, 21-18, 19-21 against Chinese athletics champlonships at silver, in the men's SO00m. total): L J.‘,",‘ Cup World Group-2 te at bruary this year, and thus
Talpet's Yeung Nga Ting and Yeung Pul Lam in Yecheon on Wednesday. India, with six gold, se- {34-4-5 = 23), 2. Chimas (11-5-3 = home In Sepee) T got relegated o World
women's doubles. India won another gold  ven silver and SIX bronze  egsvemarn, Shon Coowdhory, 131, 3 1mdia (574 - 194 Rohit was drafted as GroupZ
LIVE TELECAST SNAPSHOTS
-~ -~
Singapore Open. Sports
18-2 (5D & HDf & Ko Cinema App, Palak Gulia wins pushed to the silver in the Wewth: L Hamawdesp Kaur 2335 of the €145,000 Susareo Onal bt Shivank s &3, 62
asam air pistol gold Jundor event by Drishtl $5745: 2 Crishs Sangman 237.1 Challenger vennts Beornagar & Vischiro i Lipn) $15,000 ITF meen, Tehran, iran:
an. Interestngly, 15734 % Palak Gubia 2175 |ST&). In Hellbroon, €3, T-615L Nimn Kemar Sieha & Simgles (st rewnd)s £aran

Salend femase Sacry SpaseTan
2.5 IO & M)
omawards

WTC {finak): Austraka vs India,
Dury 2, Star Spornts 1 (SD & HD) &
Hotstar, 3 p.m

Premier Handball League
Sports 18-1 (5D & MD) & Jio Tine-
™3 App, 7 pm. onmards

FIM Pro League: Arpesting vs in
dia, Star Speets Fast, SS Seloct 2
(SD & HD} & Hetstar, 3 30 p.m

Patak Guba

Palak Gulia won the
women's ar pistol gold
beating a stroag field, with
a bag margin, in the 21st
¥umar Surendra Singh
pistol championship
Bhopal on Wednesday
Palak shot 241.5 in the
final to beat Anuradha
Devi by 3.4 points for the
oK. Priya Raghav won
the bronze. Palak was

Palak won the bronze in
the youth scction behind
Kasur and

Dew
csm 2 Piga aw sy

Sargwan
24eo @l 2. Pateh ot 2eL5
5741 3 Whbusti Ban 216 8
@721

" Growal 572

Sub-youth:
1130, 2. Drishti Sargwan 572 8.

3. Tanste

Anirudh-Vijay duo in
Quarterfinaly

Chaushary 5TL

Anirudh Chandrasekar
and Viay Sundar
Prashanth beat l”e«.ku
Martinez and Andre:
Pellegrino 62, 6-4 in s the
doubles pre-quarterfinals

Gennam on Wednesday.

uarterfinals: Moslas
Bamientos (Coll & Diegs Hidalgo
1ECLD bR Rarmbearmar Samsan athae
& Nenad Zamorgic [Sebh 6-

0
¢ Dhoersj Srieivasan 6-3,6-5.

Vistres Yardihan B Kokoee
omurs & Tomehio
Masabayashi Upe 63, 6.2

Gulis & DNEWiTY Pratap Singh 6-1,
s

$15.008 ITF meen, Nakhon Si

TRammarat, Thai Singles
[Forst reund]s Pawit Semiaksie
[Tl bt Abainars Sarjooy

Anthomy Susamo & Davd

64, 6-2; Marish
Sureatiesmer ot Biake Bagtcion

Singh 2e Wenes Tadawar 01D €3,

€0, Donis #loa bt Nanih Ganesh

2,62

$40,800 ITF women, La Marsa,

Md: Singles (farst round):
<01ja Bhosale bt Suzanie

Pretanis TREA) €.0,6.3. Jana
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Rohit Rajpal retained
India captain

DAVIS CUP

Sports Bureau
NEW DELHI

The All India Tennis Asso-
ciation (AITA) has retained
Rohit Rajpal as the captain
of the Indian Davis Cup
team till 2024.

“We are delighted to ex-
tend Rohit Rapal’s tenure
as the captain of our Davis
Cup team. His leadership
qualities, vast knowledge
of the game, and ability to
bring out the best in our
players make him an inva-
luable asset. We have full
faith in his capabilities and
believe that he will conti-
nue to steer the team to-
wards greater success in
the upcoming ties”, said
Anil Dhupar, the secretary
general of AITA, in a re-
lease issued here on
Wednesday.

India is scheduled to
play Morocco in the Davis
Cup World Group-2 tie at
home in September.

Rohit was drafted as

Rohit Rajpal. RV. MOORTHY

captain of the team in
2019, when Mahesh Bhu-
pathi announced that the
team would not travel to
Pakistan. Eventually, the
tie against Pakistan was
played in Kazakhstan.

Rohit has continued to
be the captain of the team
thereafter for the ties
against Croatia, Finland,
Denmark and Norway. The
only victory for India was a
4-0 verdict against Den-
mark on the grass courts of
the Delhi Gymkhana Club
in March last year.

The team lost the away
tie to Denmark 2-3 in Fe-
bruary this year, and thus
got relegated to World
Group-2.
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Wrestlers-Govt logjam breaks: protest
on pause, police chargesheet by June 15

Anurag Thakur
leads talks, assures
wrestlers WFI
election by June 30

ANDREW AMSAN
&MIHIR VASAVDA
NEW DEL HI MUMELAL JUNE 7
SICNALLING THE first break:
throughin the protracted stand
off between the wrestlers and
the Cavemment over allegations:
of sexual harassment and intim.
ation by federation presiden
and B MP Biri Bhushan Shamn
Singh. the wrestlers agreed
their

Protems e
This is the date by which,
UEDONPAGE 4.

rang Punia. Sakabi Malik with Sports Minister

Sers Baj;
Anur.tg Thalur in

COMMON GROUND: KEY

= Nopeotest until

Olive branch: Clean-up
in WFI, no Brij Bhushan;
wrestlers to have a say

h his &

£7.00 (12 BMAR & RAPUR. 112 SRINAGAR) WWW.INDIANEXPRESS COM

Got ICICI Bank board
sanction to prosecute
Kochhar: CBI to court

SADAF MODAK
MUMEAL JUNE 7

THE ICICI Bank Board has

prosecution
n Videocon
loan case

Actin

cannection with the Videocon

Ioan case, a special court was in.
<l

s
Videocon.
The Board instead consid.

sllegations — aloog

LUMEAL JUNE 7 for more than 2 decade, the WF

P it
isrequired under the Act 253 bank

ered the
croce, allegedly received by
Deepak’s

June 15 0 WFlad-hoc,
= Dethi headed
chargesheet jJune 15 by awoman

=R -

Wit to board the

B Kolkata'"

5 days after crash, Coromandel gets
back on track: ‘This train is our life’

SWEETY KUMARI
BAMANAGA JUNE T

SHEIKH MURLIDDIN has taken
the 12841 Coromandel Express
50 many times that he has Jost
coure. The 35 year-cid resident
of West Bengal's Bhangar travels
AAP’s Chadha
loses bungalow
he got above his
grade, takes RS
Sectt to court

Obtains stay.
says act
reeksof

o 8

DAMININATH
DELS, JUNE 7

THE RAJYA Sabba Secretariat
loeted 3 Type-Vil bungalow in
2 burgalow in this
categpey s anst for MPs
who e former Linioe Mis
avernors ar Chief Ministers.
to AAP MP Raghav Chadha Last
year befoee cancelling the allot

gording to the Rajya Sabha
Members Ha in
April 2022 The ha
MPs who are farmer Union
Cabinet Ministers. former
overnors or former Chief
Miniers and former Lok Sabha
Speakers, are entitled to Type.
ViL the second

man is autharised in ~excep-
tional circumstances/special

~ to allot accommodation
that is bigger than the entitle.

current

every week to Chennai, where
e works 22 ity wager

vednesday was the first
tirme he prayed before he g oo
Board.

Five days after the
Coromandel Express was in.

vohved in an accident that killed
288 in Oclisha’s Bahanaga. the

trainleft on
R bt o e
Tamil Nadu capital, carrying
around 15 sers.

Muruddin said he was sup-
pased to be on board the dl-£ated
trinon Fraday. “Seventeen of my
relatives and L were supposed to

conT -
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Is Sydney on your bucket list? Experience the best ol Sydney & New
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Asusrag Thakur and the |35 @ dywill beallowedto  her hushand Decpak, Videocoa  showed that Kochhar had “dis
protesting wrestiers is contest the upoos chairman IDhoctand  hanestly” afficial po-
the. promiseofackean. Wl clections. And, more  sixothers TheCBlhadthenssd  sition in disbursing 2 Joan to
up and power-shift in the CONTINUEDONPAGE4  that it had sought sanction to  Videooon on September 7, 2008,
Wrestling Federation of ind cute Kochhar yet s on the very next day Rs 64

So far ruled by BJP MP Brij
Singh - the man at the

Shustan BRIJ BHUSHAN'S KIN
centre of the seasal harassment QUE

STIONED race 10

o receive it.

1t is Jearnt that while the
Board gave its 5 2dl to peas-
ecute Kochhar. it sasd that no
wrongful loss was caused to the

J&K terror shift: Valley dominates

count but bigger stnk

AMRITANAYAK DUTTA
NEW DELHL JL3

SINCE 2021, three districts of
Jamen region — Poanch, Rgouri

and famemu — have seen fewer
but bloodser and mare high-vis
stalicy tervor attacks when com
pascothestrilesin the Vallcy:
Data for the Last
accesed by The lndian Bapress,
show that between January
2021 and May 30thisyea 243

were killed oa cither side of the
P

s in ]anlmu

Ussion Territory of
roca.

gion and are to the south and
west of the Fir Panjal that
rates them from the districts in

incidents in JK since 2021, 15
- the three dlatricts of

nd 236 in the
{oliey: Witic the thrce Jameme
districts w2, 10 and 3incidents
in 2021, 2022 and 2023

persoanel and 75 cviians

The CBI while arresting
Decernber 2022 had
CONTINUED ONPAGE &
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Tata Group tops S25 bn
in brand value in 2023

TOP 10 INDIAN BRANDS

Retains title of
India’s most
valuable brand

FE BUREAU
Mumbai, June 7

THETATA GROUP has retained
its title of India’s most valuable
brand at $26.4 billion in 2023,
growingat 10.3% overlastyear,
said brand valuation firm Brand
Finance in its latest ranking of
the country’s leading brands.

This is the first time that an
Indian brand has breached the
brand value mark of $25 billion
to feature in the top 100 of the
Brand Finance Global 5002023
list, an annual ranking of the
world’s top 500 most valuable
brands,the UK-based brand val-
uation firm said.

Amid the post-pandemic
landscape and the ongoing
geopolitical ~ uncertainties,
India’s top 100 most valuable
brands collectively exhibited
growth, with their total value
approaching $2 trillion since
the last valuation on January 1,
2022,Brand Finance said.

“Over the last two years, the
Tata Group has undergoneasig-
nificant strategic transforma-
tion, embracing digitalisation
and harnessing the power of
technology across its diverse
portfolio,” Savio D’Souza, direc-
tor, Brand Finance, said.

Infosysand LICalsoretained
theirpositionsasthesecondand
third most-valuable brands at
$13 billion and $9.8 billion
each, the report said. While
Infosys’ brand value grew 2%

($ bn) (for 2023)

Tata
Infosys
EIC
Airtel 7.5
RIL 7.4
SBI 7:3
Mahindra i —ca 71
Wipro 6.9
HDFC Bank 6.8
HCL Tech f——1 6.5

versus over year, LIC’s brand
value declined 12% in compar-
isontolastyear.

Airtel swapped positions
with Reliance Industries (RIL) to
emerge as the fourth most-val-
ued brand at $7.5 billion in
2023 (it was fifth last year). RIL
was valued at $7.4 billion in
2023, down 149 versus last
year. SBI retained its sixth posi-
tion on the list in 2023 at $7.3
billion, while the Mahindra
Group leaped into the seventh
slot on India’s most-valuable
brandlist,up 15% overlastyear
atabrandvalue $7.1 billion.

Wipro, HDFC Bank and HCL
Tech completed thetop 10 listat
$6.9 billion, $6.8 billion and
$6.5 billion in brand value for
2023.In addition to measuring
the overall brand value, Brand
Finance also evaluates the rela-
tivestrength of brands,based on
factors such as marketing
investment, familiarity, loyalty,
staff satisfaction and corporate
reputation. According to these
criteria, hotel chain Taj Group,
with abrand value of $374 mil-
lion, became India’s strongest

9.8

26.4

|

brand for the second year in a
row,according to Brand Finance.

Brands in the metals sector,
suchasTata Steel, Hindalcoand
Vedanta, clocked robust growth
in 2023, 0n the back of a revival
ininfrastructureand greenfield
investments in India over the
pastyear, Brand Finance said.

Mahindra Auto, Tata
Motors and Maruti Suzuki
clocked double-digit brand
value growth, driven by the
impetus towards an electric
revolution in India and the
emergence of pent-up demand
following the pandemic, the
brand valuation firm said.

“For the past decade,brands
from India have embraced the
‘Made in India’ tag with pride,
actively contributing to their
own brand building. while
simultaneously nurturing the
nation's brand identity. As a
result,formidable brands such
as Tata, Infosys, SBI, Airtel,
Reliance,Mahindra, Taj Hotels,
Airtel continue to punch well
above their weight,” Ajimon
Francis, MD, Brand Finance
India, said.

13

Source!
Brand Finance




Most valuable brands worldwide in 2023
(in billion U.S. dollars)

Amazon

Apple

Google

Microsoft

Walmart

Samsung Group

ICBC

Verizon

Tesla

TikTok/Douyin

191.57
113.78
99.66

69.55

67.44
66.21
65.67

50 100 150 200 250

Brand value in billion U.S. dollars

299.28

297.51

281.38

300

350



Brand strength Brand Brand revenues Brand value
index ‘Royalty rate’
(BSI)
Brand Strong

investment

Brand
performance

Brand strength
expressed as a BSI
score out of 100.

Weak brand

BSI score applied to an
appropriate sector
royalty rate range.

<dlll - $
LLLLR

Forecast revenues

Royalty rate applied to

forecast revenues to
derive brand values.

Post-tax brand
revenues are
discounted tc a net
present value (NPV)
which equals the
brand value.




Meta to let users verify Insta, FB
accounts at T699/month in India

META ON WEDNESDAY
expanded its verified sub-
scription service to India,
under which it would let i0S
and Android users get a veri-
fied badge for their Instagram
and Facebook profilesat I699
amonth.

Along with a verified
badge, Meta will provide pro-
tection from impersonation
with proactive account moni-
toring for impersonators, and
help for common account
issues, with the subscription.
The companywill soon launch
aweb subscription purchase

option for verified at ¥599 a
month.

“Atthe moment,supportis
available in English only,but it
will be extended to include
Hindi as well in the coming
months, Meta said, adding
that verified badge will give

confidence to users that the
accounts they are interacting
with, are safe.

In order to get Meta veri-
fied, applicants must be at
least 18 years old.

Applicants are then
required to submit a govern-
ment ID that matches the pro-
file name and photo of the
Facebook or Instagram
account they’re applying for.
Meta Verified subscriptions
will include proactive moni-
toring for account imperson-
ation, the company said in a
blog. FE BUREAU




Mumbai most costly Indian city for expats

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, June 7

MUMBAI HAS BEEN ranked as
the most expensive cityin India
forexpatriates,followed by New
Delhi and Bengaluru in the sec-
ond and third place, respec-
tively, according to a report.
According to Mercer's 2023
Cost of Living survey, which
includes 227 cities from across
five continents, Mumbai, posi-
tionedat 147 in the global rank-
ing, retains the top spot as
India's most expensive city for
expats,while Hong Kong topped
the global chart.

According to the rankings,
Mumbai has been positioned at
147 in the global ranking, New
Delhi at 169, Chennai (184),
Bengaluru (189), Hyderabad
(202),Kolkata (211),and Pune
(213). Mercer's Cost of Living
survey measures the compara-
tive costof more than 200items
ineachlocation,includinghous-
ing, transportation, food, cloth-
ing,household goodsand enter-
tainment. The data collected

Mercer's Cost

tops globally,
survey included

227 cities

from across
five
continents

provides all of the key informa-
tion employers need to design
efficient and transparent com-
pensation packagesforinterna-
tional assignees. It helps inter-
national employers design
efficientand equitable compen-
sation packages for over 400

of Living survey
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MUMBAI  DELHI

dn

assignment locations world-
wide. Globally, Hong Kong, Sin-
gapore and Zurich are the most
expensive cities for interna-
tional employees this year.
Theleast expensive locations
in the ranking include Havana,
which dropped 83 spots,duein

| '
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CHENNAI BENGALURU

parttostrong currencydevalua-
tions mid-last-year, and two
citiesin Pakistan —Karachiand
Islamabad.AmongIndiancities,
besides Mumbai, the other sur-
veyed cities -- Chennai, Hyder-
abad, Kolkata,and Pune -- offer
accommodation costs that are

over 50% lower than Mumbai.
Among these cities, Kolkata
claims the lowest cost of expa-
triate accommodation, provid-
ingamoreaffordable option for
residents and expatriates, the
report said.

"We have observed a change
in the relative positioning of
Indian cities in the global rank-
ing, which can be attributed to
multiple factors."In particular,
theshifting orderis partlyinflu-
enced by currencyvolatilityand
the inflationary increase in
prices of goods and services in
other regions, such as Europe,
thathasplayedarolein pushing
down the overall rankings of
Indian cities," said Rahul
Sharma, India Mobility Leader,
Mercer.

Thereport noted that Indian
cities,suchas Mumbai(147)and
Delhi(169),offera cost-efficient
destination for global MNCs
looking to set up operations
overseas,with alower cost of liv-
ing and expat accommodation
costs compared to major cities
in the Asia Pacificregion.



ELEANOR HAMBY AND DR SANDRA HAZELIP TRAVELLED FROM ICcY SHORES OF ANTARCTICA TO GRAND CANYON IN 80 DAYS

Never too late: Two friends around the world in 80 days — at 81

JENNIFERHARLAN
JUNE7

WHEN ELEANOR Hamby and Dr
Sandra Hazelip met more than
two decades ago, it was best
friends at first sight. They never
imagined that, one day, their
friendship would be featured on
news shows, get joked about on
Saturday Night Live and stop peo-
ple in their tracks in a Tokyo train
station to say, “Oh my God, you're
the TikTok traveling grannies!”
Hamby, 81, and Dr Hazelip,
82, have inspired people all over
the globe with their project
“Around the World in 80 Days:

om

At 81 and Still on the Run,”
named in homage to Jules
Verne's 19th-century adventure
novel. Their travels earlier this
year took them from the icy
shores of Antarctica to the rocky
majesty of the Grand Canyon,
and racked up more than a mil-
lion likes from thousands of fol-
lowers along the way.

“We totally, totally were not
expecting this,” Hamby said.

The women first crossed
paths in their late 50s at a
Christian medical mission in
Zambia where Hamby, a docu-
mentary photographer, was the
director and Dr Hazelip, arecent
widow, had come as a visiting

physician. Five years later,
Hamby’s husband also died, un-
expectedly. Hazelip was looking
to move her medical practice to
Abilene, Texas, where Hamby
lived, but didn’t want to fully re-
locate. So, Dr Hazelip made her
friend an offer.

“She said, ‘If you'll give me a
bed two nights a week, I'll take
youout to eat,” Hamby recalled.

It was during those weekly
visits that they discovered a
shared love of travel. “One day,
I said: Ellie, I've always wanted
to ride the trans-Siberian train.
Do you think that’s something
we could go on as a trip to-
gether?” Dr Hazelip recalled.

Eleanor Hamby (left) and Dr Sandra Hazelip in Bali. NYT

That was their first big adven-
ture, in 2008, and trips to
Southeast Asia and the Middle
East followed in 2010 and 2011.

On their first few trips, the
pair used a blog to keep their
friends and family updated. For
the 80-day tour, a friend helped
them set up accounts on
Instagram and TikTok, and soon
thousands of followers around
the world were along for the ride.

“People kept saying how
much we were an inspiration —
an inspiration for a good friend-
ship,aninspiration to get outand
do things,” Ms. Hamby said. The
whole experience “has definitely
been a life changer.” And they're

not stopping.

The friends can’t travel all the
time — they both still work, Dr
Hazelip at a hospice center and
Hamby for the medical mission
— but their next trip, around
South America, is already in the
works for 2024, Dr Hazelip said.
“And our theme will be: ‘We Are
82, and Travel We Can Do.’

“Trust in people, because
they're basically good. Just reach
out and smile. Seriously, a smile
will bring friendship. It will knock
the barrier or make that person
more likely to help. I guarantee
you'll have a much happier trip
and you'll meet a lot more people
ifyou're smiling,” Hambi said. NYT
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World Ocean Day /ery year on Jun







* On June 8, 2009, World Ocean Day was officially declared by the
United Nations General Assembly. World Ocean Day was officially
established by the United Nations General Assembly in 2008 to be
celebrated worldwide, annually on June 8 to resolve the problems of
Oceans and also to save Ocean water.
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What is the Need to Protect Oceans?
Supports the Livelihoods:

Mitigates Climate Change:
Economic Importance:
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* The Sustainable Development Goal 14 is ‘Conserve and sustainably
use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable
development’.

 Threats to Oceans:

- Pollution, overfishing, invasive species, and rising ocean acidity due to
the extensive use of fossil fuels.

. Plgstic waste is also one of the biggest threats faced by the oceans
today.
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OUR WORLD OCEAN =

L provides

THE AIR WE BREATHE
—9, >50% Deimpee

-

CLIMATE REGULATION
Covering 70% of
70(%) tl'?e :L:t?\'s surfca)\ce,

the ocean transports heat

— world’s oxygen and stores 50 times
—o more carbon dioxide than our from the equator to the poles,
atmosphere. regulating our climate and
weather patterns.

7

TRANSPORTATION RECREATION ECONOMY
Percent of all From fishing to Amount the U.S.
7 6% US. trade boating to kayaking 6 $282 ocean economy
involving some form of and whale watching, bl I I IonN produces in
marine transportation. e ocean provides us ' goods and services. Ocean-
[ with so many unique dependent businesses employ
activities. almost 3 million people.

FOOD MEDICINE

The ocean provides much % Many medicinal products
more than just seafood. & come from the ocean,

Ingredients from the sea are “ including ingredients that
found in surprising foods

help fight cancer, arthritis,
such as peanut butter and Alzheimer's disease, and
soymilk. heart disease.




THE DEEPEST POINTS IN EARTH'S FIVE OCEANS

Molloy Hole
5231m

~<‘~ ChaIIenger Deep
B 10,924

Brownson Deep |
8,378m

Factorian Deep Unnamed Deep
7,432m 7,187m




India-US
Relations




India and the United States have agreed to initiate negotiations for a 'Security of Supply'
(SoS) arrangement and a 'Reciprocal Defence Procurement' (RDP) agreement, aiming to
promote long-term supply chain stability and enhance security and defense cooperation
between both countries.
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» A SoS agreement is a bilateral or multilateral agreement between countries aimed at
ensuring the availability and stability of critical supplies, particularly in the field of defense

and security.

« An RDP agreement is a bilateral agreement between countries in the field of defense
procurement. It is designed to facilitate reciprocal procurement of defense items and
promote cooperation in research, development, and production of defense equipment.
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« Assembling Electric Jets in India:

 Both sides discussed the deal for assembling General Electric GE-414
jets in India, which is yet to be finalized.

«Defence Industrial"Cooperation:

« The roadmap for '‘Defence Industrial Cooperation’' has been concluded
between India and the US, guiding their policy direction for the next few
years.
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« US-India Defence Acceleration Ecosystem (INDUS-X):

« The US-India Business Council will launch the INDUS-X initiative to
advance cutting-edge technology cooperation between US and Indian
companies, investors, start-up accelerators, and academic research
institutions.
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« Economic Relations:

 The U.S. has emerged as India’s biggest trading partner in 2022-23 on account
of increasing economic ties between the two countries.

« The bilateral trade between India and the U.S. has increased by 7.65% to USD 128.55 in
2022-23 as against USD 119.5 billion in 2021-22.

« Exports to the U.S. rose by 2.81% to USD 78.31 billion in 2022-23 as against USD
76.18 billion in 2021-22, while imports grew by about 16% to USD 50.24 billion.
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Call for a New Treaty
for Outer Space




* The UN has recently released a policy brief titled "For All Humanity —
The Future of Outer Space Governance," recommending the
development of a new treaty to ensure peace, security, and the
prevention of an arms race in outer space.
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The recommendations come ahead of the upcoming UN Summit of the Future, scheduled for
September 2024, in New York.

The summit aims to facilitate multilateral solutions and strengthen global governance to address
future challenges.
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* Increasing Satellite Launches:

» There has been an exponential increase in satellite launches over
the past decade, driven by both government and private sector
participation.

* |n 2013, there were 210 new launches, which increased to 600
in 2019 and 1,200 in 2020 and 2,470 in 2022.
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» Countries like the United States, China, India, and Japan
are leading the way in space activities, including manned
missions, lunar exploration, and resource exploitation.

 National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA),
through its Artemis mission, plans to land the first woman and
the next man on the Moon.

 Minerals on the Moon (has rich deposits of helium 3, which is
rare on Earth), asteroids (abundant deposits of valuable metals,
including platinum, nickel and cobalt) and planets can be
attractive for countries.
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The treaties commonly referred to as the "five United Nations treaties on outer space" are:
Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space,
including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies.

Rescue Agreement 1968: Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts and the Return of
Objects Launched into Outer Space.
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https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/india-beyond-earth
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/india-beyond-earth

« Liability Convention 1972: Convention on International Liability for Damage
Caused by Space Objects.

» The Registration Convention 1976: Convention on Registration of Objects
Launched into Outer Space.

* The Moon Agreement 1979: Agreement Governing the Activities of States
on the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies.

India is a signatory to all five of these treaties but has ratified only four. India
did not ratify Moon agreement.
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"B rjoy" Threatens
Arabian Sea




Cyclonic Storm "Biporjoy" intensifies in the Arabian Sea, posing significant risks and uncertainties
for the affected regions. The India Meteorological Department (IMD) reports the storm's rapid
development, expecting it to strengthen into a severe cyclonic storm with winds reaching 115-125
kmph and gusts of 140 kmph on June 8, 2023.

The name 'Biparjoy' (meaning calamity or disaster) was given by Bangladesh.
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* The formation of Cyclone "Biporjoy" in June is unusual, and the increasing
sea surface temperatures in the Arabian Sea, attributed to climate change,

play a significant role.

» These higher temperatures, reaching 30-32 degrees Celsius, favour
the intensification of cyclones
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Tribal ‘green warrior’: Damodar Kashyap

Source: TH



Damodar Kashyap, a 74-year-old tribal farmer in Chhattisgarh’s Bastar district, has
transformed 400 acres of land in his village into a flourishing forest through a community-

based approach to conservation.

As the village sarpanch, he implemented strict rules and fines for forest
destruction and deployed villagers to patrol and guard the forest. Kashyap also utilized local
beliefs and practices to emphasize the sacredness of the forest.
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* He has received recognition for his conservation work, including
the Paul K Feyerabend Foundation Award in 2014 and a chapter in
the Class 9 social sciences textbook of the Chhattisgarh Board.
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130 Years ot Gandhi’s Rail
Incident in South Africa



* The Indian Navy’s frontline warship, INS Trishul, is visiting Durban to

commemorate the 130th anniversary of an incident involving Mahatma Gandhi
on June 7, 1893.

 The Navy’s visit is part of the ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’ celebration, honouring
key moments in India’s struggle for independence.
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 About the incident:

* The Pietermaritzburg Railway Station incident occurred on June 7, 1893, when
Mahatma Gandhi, a young lawyer at the time, was evicted from a first-class train
compartment in South Africa.

The incident was a result of racial discrimination, as non-whites were not allowed
in first-class compartments.
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* In 1997, former South African President Nelson Mandela conferred
the ‘Freedom of Pietermaritzburg’ posthumously on Gandhi.
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» With reference to the United Nations Convention on the Law of Sea, consider the following
statements:

1. A coastal state has the right to establish the breadth of its territorial sea up to a limit not exceeding
12 nautical miles, measured from baseline determined in accordance with the convention.

2. Ships of all states, whether coastal or land-locked, enjoy the right of innocent passage through the
territorial sea.

3. The Exclusive Economic Zone shall not extend beyond 200 nautical miles from the baseline from
which the breadth of the territorial sea is measured.

« Which of the statements given above are correct?

« (@) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3
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Consider the following statements: (2020)

o )

4 I
In the case of all cereals, pulses and oil-seeds, the procurement at
Minimum Support Price (MSP) is unlimited in any State/UT of India.

o )

( I

In the case of cereals and pulses, the MSP is fixed in any State/UT at a
level to which the market price will never rise.

"l

-

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

"l

AN

f(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2
\(d) Neither 1 nor 2

AN
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(2020)
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