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.-wummu Clunpelxm
of the Board of
Directors of “Ie Hindu

Chairpersan at the
Board's meeting on
Monday, June S, 2023

upon nearing the
completion of ber
threevear term.

nis. Nirmala
Laksheman bolds a
Ph.D. in post-modern
literature and brings
with her more than
four decades of

strategist for The
Hindu's various
iblic i

OF The Hindu, she

led the relaunch of

:,eve-.u feature sections
creation of

Nirmala Lakshman appointed
Chairperson of The Hindu Group
Publishing Private Limited

R

new ones, such as
“The Hindu Literary
Review’. Y

e Hindu

placed on record its
appreciation of Ms.
Malini Parthasarathy's
coneributions to

the Group and its
publications as well
as the efficient way

in which she led the
deliberations and

bher qualifications
and experience, would
succeed in fulfilling

Railways to secure s

equipment with do

Mondh-lor

CHENNAT

2ys after the devas-
tating  three-way
train  accident In

Odisha, which claimed

tlon premises with a dou-
Ble-lock arrangement

A goamey 5 a small ca-

bin at level crossings ar

where rail-

way equipment Is kept
ln a -:ln:ular 10 the Gen-
rs of all Znﬂ:]

the thas
comes with ber new
position.

the railway station limits
are provided with double
Socks.

y drive

The Instructions to se-
cure the signalling equip-
ment come at a time when
a signalling £xilure is sus-
pected to be the reasom
hy the Shalimar-Chennal
‘Coroma
tered the loop line while ies

pas-

aga station
Balasore district of Odisha,
Sensor officials  were
t0ld 1o Inspect and ensure
the existing double-Jocking
arrangement  for  relay
Tooms, a sensitive installa-
tlon that controls the sig-
nals, points and the mter-
locking system at raltway
stations, wl stasi
master would have one key
and the sign: mxxm:lmet
the other. They w
0l to ensure ﬂlal an SMS
alert generat
opening or closing of relay
rocms.
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alhng

e locks

1o be launched to ensure cabins which house such equipment are provided with a dualdock access
system:; officials told to inspect and ensure that an SMS alert is generated upon opening or closing of relay rooms

ance Bharat Express crosses the

Odizha on Monday. The tracks were repaired by Sunday night. As

51 hours after accident, services
resume on Howrah-Chennai line

asundar Barik
EHUBANESWAR

Train services resumed on
the busy Chennai

o
near the station, while the

main line, 51 hours after
the accident a the Bahana-
#a station in Balasore dis-
trict of Odisha on June 2.

was  destroyed.  Cranes
were used to remove dam-
aged coaches from the
wack. A few hundred

s site i Balasore district of

meetres of the track was lxid

afresh. Track linking of the
-ne was complet

4.45 p.m. on Sunday.
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Wrestlers rejoin

govt. duties, to
stir

Protesting weestioss — Sakshi
Malik, Vinesh PRogat and
Bairang Punia — resumed their

~fight for justice will continue”.
» Page 10

Opposition meet
postponed, says
Nitish Kumar

PATNA
Binar CM and JD(U) chict Nitish

postponed due to Gifferences
ower date. 0 Page 30
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Services PMI signals sustained growth pace

was the highest since De-
cember.  Conseguenly,
firms rafsed service charg-

sector owtput

Fosttive demand trends
also persisted from over-

Global Market Intelligence
wrote in 2 pote.

food, transportation and
wage casts, at a pace that

s n May at that has
only been witnessed once
in the pastsix years.
e highest increase in
mx-m costs was faced by
Sumer services compa-
nies, while transport, In-
t$amppilisi :

upbeat about business vol-
umes growing a year from
now, overall confidence le-
vels fell from
April's levels, with some

s associate director =t
Sa&P Global Market Intelli-

“Ongoing Increases in
harges  could

T
tive pressures building up.

output
crode power,
affect the of

NIRF rankings: II'T-M retains top spot

NEW DELHI
The National Institutional
king Framewo

(NIRF) announced the In-

dia Rankings 2023 of high-

er education institutions

here on Monday.

The Indian Instute of

Technology arD, | Maa'ras
irvec

ticaal institution in overall
rankings for the fifth con-
secutive term.
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services and pou’nllzlly

‘While the index Indicates
i and o

mmwnles could be seek:
ing operational clficiencies

put growth. ind y

pest r
While Brme remained

S
pose a challenge, sald Pol-
lyanna De Lima, econom-

soun:-ng options to navi-

Monsoon stares at
a cyclone threat

donal challenge from a “cy-
clonic circulation™ in the
Arablan Sea. However, a5 of
Bsonday., it is unclear if this
systesn wil Belp or hinder
the monsoon's advent and
ascent along India’s coast

24 howurs. It s likely to move
nearly northwards and in-
tensify mto a ‘depression’
fin] scatheast and adjoin-
ing east-central Arabsan Sea
¢ subsequent 48
bours,” the India Meteoro-
wical Department (IMD)

Mide and sewk: The siies fo
, though couds pather
hrissur, Kerala,
A s

the monsoon system up-
‘wards, bus if % curns, then it
will further take away mols-
ture and stall the monsoan.
We musst wait and watch to
see what D. Siva-
nanda Pal of the IMD, who
is closely Involved with

i ts, told

animous on whether thes
cyl‘lonk crculation  will

The Hirsdu.

“Unusual formation”

Last month, the IMD pred-
icted an onses date of June
4 over Kerala
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NIRF rankings: IIT-M retains top spot

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The National Institutional
Ranking Framework
(NIRF) announced the In-

dia Rankings 2023 of high-
er education institutions

here on Monday.

The Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT), Madras
remained the best educa-

tional institution in overall
rankings for the fifth con-
secutive term.

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGE 12




NIRF: IIT-Madras retains number one spot

5,543 institutions applied for Ministry of Education’s India Rankings 2023; while IIT-M was ranked the best institution in overall ranking for the fifth

consecutive term, Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru, was rated the top university for eight years in a row; Miranda House was named best college

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The National Institutional
Ranking Framework
(NIRF), under the Union
Education Ministry, an-
nounced the India Rank-
ings 2023 of higher educa-
tion institutions here on
Monday.

The Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT), Madras
retained its position as the
best educational institution
in overall ranking for the
fifth consecutive term,
while Indian Institute of
Science, Bengaluru was rat-
ed the best university in
the country for eight years
in a row.

Miranda House, Delhi
was ranked the best college
and the Indian Institute of
Management, Ahemdabad
the top management insti-
tute. The National Institute
of Pharmaceutical Educa-
tion and Research, Hydera-
bad was named the best in-
stitute in the field.

Report card

[IT-Madras topped the list in the National Institutional Ranking Framework Rankings, 2023. A look at
the top 10 educational institutions in India, according to the Education Ministry's list

Rank m
1 | Indian Institute of Technology, Madras 86.69
2 | Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru 83.09
3 Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi 82.16
4 | Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay 81.28
5 | Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur TT:23
6 | AllIndia Institute of Medical Sciences, Delhi | 72.14
7 | Indian Institute of Technology, Kharagpur 71.82
8 | Indian Institute of Technology, Roorkee 71.66
9 Indian Institute of Technology, Guwahati 68.78
10 |Jawaharlal Nehru University, Delhi 67.44

The All India Institute of  tute of Technology, Madras  The IISc was followed by Ja-

Medical Sciences, Delhi
was ranked the best medi-
cal college and Saveetha In-
stitute of Medical and Tech-
nical Sciences, Chennai got
the honour of top dental
college. The National Law
School of India University,
Bengaluru was rated the
best law college in the
country. The Indian Insti-

also received the honour of
best engineering college
for the eighth consecutive
year.

Research category

The Indian Institute of
Science, Bengaluru also
stood first in the research
institutions category for
the third consecutive year.

waharlal Nehru University
and Jamia Millia Islamia as
second and third best
universities.

National Institute of
Pharmaceutical Education
and Research, Hyderabad
topped the ranking in phar-
macy for the first time,
pushing Jamia Hamdard to
the second slot.

The IIT-Roorkee got the
first place in architecture
and the National Law
School of India University,
Bengaluru retained its top
ranking in law for the sixth
consecutive year. “Colleges
in Delhi maintained their
dominance in the ranking
of colleges with five colleg-
es out of the first 10 colleg-
es from Delhi,” the Union
Education Ministry said in
a statement.

Indian Agricultural Re-
search Institute, New Delhi
took the top slot in agricul-
ture and allied sectors. The
Indian Institute of Technol-
ogy, Kanpur topped the in-
novation category.

The Indian Institute of
Science, Bengaluru and the
Indian Institute of Technol-
ogy, Delhi were ranked the
second and third best insti-
tutes, respectively, in the
overall category. Hindu
College, Delhi and Presi-
dency College, Chennai
were named the second
and third best colleges, res-

pectively,. The IIMs in Ban-
galore and Kozhikode se-
cured the second and third
positions, respectively, in
the management institutes
ranking.

Postgraduate Institute of
Medical Education and Re-
search, Chandigarh and
Christian Medical College,
Vellore were ranked the se-
cond and third best medi-
cal colleges.

Releasing the report, Mi-
nister of State for Educa-
tion and External Affairs,
Rajkumar Ranjan Singh,
said the India Rankings
have served as a valuable
tool for students in select-
ing universities.

The five broad catego-
ries of parameters identi-
fied in the NIRF are teach-
ing, learning and
resources, research and
professional practice, grad-
uation outcome, outreach
and inclusivity, and per-
ception. For the 2023 rank-
ings, 5,543 unique institu-
tions applied for ranking.



COLLEGE CATEGORY (NIRF RANKING)

Miranda House g 1 i 1
Hindu College —_— 2
Presidency College 3 3
PSGR Krishnammal* 4 6
St. Xavier’s College 5 8
ARSD College 6 7
Loyola College 7 4
Rama Krishna Mission™* 8 9
Kirori Mal College : 9 10
LSR College For Women 9 5

College for Women*, Vivekananda Centenary College**




Univ list: JNU, Jamia
retain ranks 2 and 3

VIDHEESHA
KUNTAMALLA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 5

FOR THE seventh consecutive
year under the universities cat-
egory, Jawaharlal Nehru
University has held onto the
second rank wunder the
National Institutional Ranking
Framework (NIRF). Jamia Millia
Islamia, meanwhile, is third for
the second year running.

Speaking to The Indian
Express, JNU Vice-Chancellor
Santishree Dhulipudi Pandit said
the varsity has done well despite
being publicly funded.

“I thank all our faculty, stu-
dents and staff who are very
committed. Despite being a to-
tally public-funded university,
and not being the highest
funded, it shows that quality of
work can come from any quar-
ter. I think what makes JNU
unique is that there is no other
university like us; it brings excel-
lence with empathy and equality
with equity and inclusion with
integrity.”

“We maintained the came

95.27 last year. The university
made progress in outreach and
inclusivity, where its score rose
from 70.27 last year to 73.64
now.

For JMI, too, the ranking
brought good news.

“I am very happy that Jamia
once again figures among the
top three universities of the
country. We have constantly
been making efforts to improve
the quality of teaching, learning
and research. In NIRF rankings,
we have progressed from 83rd
rank in 2016 to 3rd rank in 2022
and we have retained it this year
too. I hope that in the coming
years, the university will further
improve its performance on all

parameters,” said Vice-
Chancellor Najma Akhtar in an
official statement.

She attributed the achieve-
ment to the improved percep-
tion about the university with
regard to teaching, placements,
research, etc. The university has
become one of the most sought
after institutions by students,
and anincrease in the number of
applications is a testimony to it,
<he added

“We maintained the same
rank as last year, we are 10th (in
the overall category) because IITs
are before us and they are a sin-
gle-subject institution, and I
commend their work. But we are
a multi-subject university, and
nobody has the type of active
students that we have... If you
compare us with the first nine
(institutes on the list), our fund-
ing is nothing, even among cen-
tral universities, we get very less
funding. Despite this, our faculty
and students are par excellence,”
said Pandit.

The ranking framework
evaluates institutions on five
broad generic parameters —
Teaching Learning and
Resources (TLR ); Research and
Professional Practice (RP);
Graduation Outcome (GO);
Outreach and Inclusivity (OI);
and Perception (PR).

As compared to the previous
year, the varsity dropped to
65.51 in perception this year
from 71.43. It scored the highest
in GO — 94.89 — as compared to

she added.
Jamia, in the above five cate-
gories — all out of 100 — scored
69.8 under TLR; 49.83 under RP;
93.85in GO, and 83.41 & 48.48
respectively under OI and
Perception. The university
scored almost the same under all
five parameters last year too.

How rank is calculated

TLR takes into account things
like faculty-student ratio, faculty
with PhD, financial resources and
utilisation. Research and profes-
sional practice gives weightage
to publications, citations, patents
and research projects.

Graduation outcomes are
about the number of students
who went for placements and
higher studies, median salary.
Outreach and Inclusivity in-
cludes regional and gender di-
versity, economic and physical
challenges faced by students.
Perception is based on feedback
from public and institutional
perception ( from peersand em-
ployers).



NIRF RANKINGS 2023

IIT Madras, AIIMS Delhi,
IIM Ahmedabad, IISc have

retained the top positions

ENGINEERING

IASUILU U i
IIT-Madras 1
IIT-Delhi 2
IIT-Bombay 3
[IT-Kanpur 4
IIT-Roorkee 6
IIT-Kharagpur 5
IIT-Guwahati 7
IIT-Hyderabad 9
NIT-Tiruchirappalli 8
Jadavpur University 11

UNIVERSITY
IISc

JNU

Jamia Millia
Jadavpur Univ
BHU
MAHE-Manipal
AVV*

VIT

AMU
Hyderabad Univ 10
Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham™
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MEDICAL
AIIMS, Delhi
PGIMER, Chandigarh
CMC* * ¥

NIMHANS

AVV*
SGPGIMS
BHU

KMC, Manipal
Sree Chitra Tirunal** 9

*Institute for Medical Sciences and
Technology, *Amrita Vishwa
Vidyapeetham, Christian Medical
College™™*
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MANAGEMENT
IIM-Ahmedabad 1
IIM-Bangalore 2
IIM-Kozhikode 5
IIM-Calcutta 3
IIT-Delhi 4
IIM-Lucknow 6
NITIE-Mumbai * 9
IIM-Indore 7

8

XLRI-Xavier School
of Management

IIT-Bombay 1

National institute of Industrial
Engineering*
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* Depending on their areas of operation, institutions have been
ranked under 11 different categories — overall, university,
colleges, engineering, management, pharmacy, law, medical,
architecture, dental and research
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Six arrested for cheating over
2,000 ;mp_le of ¥350 crore

A six-member extortion gang that cheated over

2,000 peaple of 350 crare an the af

offering them Joans has been busted, the police

said on Monday. The arrests were made based on

a and on the

pretext of providing m;nlmm:hm-gh;n..pp
-

called Cash Advance. Thy
ot nd Delhd and Ilnd
and

based In West Bengal, Gujar:
companies registered In Delll Surat, Kerala
Kolkata, sald a senior polic

Mandoli inmate Kills self: third

suicide in fortnight in city jails
in the third such incident a(los the city's Jalls, a

Bandoli jail inmate

bsl::xr on June 2.

where

consuming an
The victim was taken to GTB he
was declared brought dead. the police sald. on

Working to turmn C: into a "Ciey of Lakes: s
Day: pollution brought under control

S

Effective measures by Delhi
govt. have caused reduction
in pollution levels, says CM

Kejriwal at an event to mark World Environment

BJP outreach: Harsh
Vardhan, Vijay Rupani
visit Chandni Chowk

NEW DELHI

The BJP kicked off its

by the Centre, says

NEW DELHL Greener Delhi

biief Minister Arvind
Kejrrwal urged the

o
B om ot wond Exvr:
ranment Day.

) amg Thyagaraj
Stadium on Monday, Mr.
Kejriwal listed vartous in-

Chisf Mimister Arvind Kejral
at Thyagaraj Stadium on

Monday. SHE<uMWAR PUSHERER

Govt. mocking sctaety 3t 13
Fiutifred petiston tapoes

26 takes ressored

atect 350 more n‘
oo

Saurce: Doy vwrammert

wiatrves undertaken by the
Delhi

of Delhi's residents,”
sadd.
In his address, the CM

“In these 50 years, pol-
Iution has increased i

He added that the go-

- pro-
gramme from. crnndm
Chowk on Monday In
Sration f0r Xt year-s Lok
Sabha poll.

constituency  MP
Harsh Vardhan and former
Gujarat Chief Minister Vi-

Viisy Rupani ot 3 press
Jay led the event, meeting <
businesspersons

emce on Monday. At

M. Jaishankar will over-

Rupani belng appointed
observers. cond half of the month.

Students clash in Greater Noida university; 15 held

ar1030 p.m. oa Sunday af-
ter a security
edly obgect

Hostel on the campus.

The arg t subse-  hospital
quently turmed into a At Jeast 33 p:vplc were
scuffle. ially detained the

Four students The arrests were made
on o

have been admitted to a  regstered, he added

Court denies bail to Sisodia citing ‘serious allegations’

t case are extremely
Serious i natur

e CBI had :n'mzd M.
sisodia for alleged corrup-
tion n the now-scrapped
excise policy In February.

Justice Dinesh  Kumar

Sharma, allowed
the sensor AAP IBIM w0

NEW DELHI
The Delhi m.h Court on
Monday refuse: in-
terim bail of six mLﬁ tw©

mect his ailing wife for 2 with the media por shall be
day. that

saying
his wife’s health had furth-
er detertoraced.

period, the petitioner [Mr.
Sisodia) shall not Interact
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MCD launches
app that lets
users geotag
their properties

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi (MCD) has
launched a mobile applica-
tion to enable owners to
geotag their properties.
The civic body said the
‘MCD App’, launched by
Commissioner  Gyanesh
Bharti, aims to bring a
more transparent and res-
ponsive  property tax
regime.

According to officials,
geotagging assigns a un-
ique latitude-longitude
coordinate to a property
on the map by selecting
the location against any
Unique Property Identifi-
cation Code (UPIC), so that
all properties have their lo-
cation identified against
their unique position.
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Arikompan captured in Theni district, to
find a new home in Kalakad Tiger Reserve

ed in TN. after an

ation that lasted over five days. wild tusker taken to the KMTR by truck: officials say the jumbo will be dosely

monitored after release; fearing trouble from the relocated animal, tribals living near Papanasam and Servalar Dams stage demonstration

sy
THENI

nding an operation
thar lasted over five
of

deparm\mu Jed by the
Forest Departmen
becn closly mouitaring
the pachyderm for the past
Week, via a GPS-aided ra
dio collar on It.

side and halled officials for
the successfully capture.
Many residents took pho-
tographs and posted them
‘on social media platforms.

from Palayamkottal on the
Pabyamonal-Papanasam

ondemning the Forest
D-mnem‘s decislon 0
release in KMTR the cap-

Tamil Nadu Forest Depart- Supriya Sabu, TN. Addi- Given a shower tu mpan, 2 group
ment successfully tranquil- tional Chief Secretary, En Astheheatdelydrmedthe  of Kaani wribes Tiving in
Esed wild elephant Ari-  vironment Climate Change tusker while  three settlements near Pa-

kompan at
Uthamapalayam in  the

and Forests, In a tweet,
sadd the tusker has been

trict, early on Mooday.
e - Y
pan, also known as Arisi-
kowan will be released
Muththukuzhivay:
bevond the Upper piides
Kalakad

Mundantharal T Tiger Re-
serve (KMTR). A large
posse of officials and
ground staff from multiple

homwn would be translo-
cated to a suitable habitat
coati-

G mmo( it
had entered

C\lm\xlm on the
of May 27, and lhe district
adminsstration sed
ban orders undzr Section

ranquilksed klmvro.m bﬁng taken in a truck to the

Upper Gothasiyer ares on Mcoda

144 of the Code of Crimsnal
Procedure.

On Monday, Theni Dis-
wrict Collector R. V. Shajee-
vana lifted the promtmory

fect. The tusker was tran-

as the vehicle entered vil-
lages, residents lined u
Crders witt: Intaediue f  Range ammbers on the riad-

bell'\l laken on the truck
from ClI uram

Thoothukudi dis

Since the tusker, which
had sustained an njury in
the trunk, started st
the emck drvers cabin
with it another
dose of tranquilliser was
administered ~ when the
pn  vehicle reached Piraan-
chery, stuated about 13 km

Triunehell and B. TWak
Chandar in Madurai)

LUCKNOW

Prime Minister Narendra
Modl and several Jeaders

Uttar Pradesh Chsef Minis-
ts

UP.CM rings in

Chinna safely in the 1o Ubper Gothatyar e wat  thon mesr e Fapanazam :
serve forest in Theni dis.  early hours of Monday, in given a shower after cross- in the ay' O er
Cumbumy Range for- ing the k;wahn area in Meanwhile, taking into 4 >

leaders wish him

biographer Shantanu Gu;r
ta, it covers his jour

from being born as Al
Bisht to a family In Pauri
Garbwal (now in Uttarak-
hand) to becoming a five-
time Lok Sabha MP from

and then CM.

Kerala CM launches
first phase of K-FON

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

net connection at 3 nomi-
nal rate to the puhn< He

man cannot per se be

mmzdwbesool\h

HC quashes case against activist,
says nudity should not be tied to sex

The court sald that an

ter Yozt
=|st birthday on
th supporters hilllM hlﬁ
“wod rnance”
wishing him further su:
ossm)uspalxbc;l )mxnzy
“Birthday gre w0
Uttar Pradesits dyt dmamk
CM Yogi Adityanath Ji. Over
the last six years, he has
provided great leadership
ms\med

Mr. Adityanath himself
was in L'.omkhp\ur on his
birthe

rudrabhishel: piga 2t
Gorakhnath ‘I‘emple s
sides and a tree on
the temple premises to
mark World Environment

said that b, ®oc termed obscene, indecent The context here expression of an opinion, | to the state and Milk offered
Projecting the Kerala Fibre  nectivity in ar ung phms explicit with no overtones of ob- | round progress. On key pa-  Ambrish Singh “Bhola’, the
Optic Netwoek (KFON)asa  such as ddamalakudy, it is | The Kerala High Court on scenity or vulgarity, should | rameters, Uttar Pradesh de- in-charge of the Varanasi
symbol of the alternative  being ensured that no one | Monday set aside the cri- a cause of action for | velopment has been remar-  chapter of the Hindu Yuva
path pursued by the State s left behind and eve: minal case initiasted against criminal action. Morality | kable,” Mr. Modi tweeted.  Vahini, an outfit founded

(BPL) familbes, connect
30,000 government insti-
tutions and provide Inter-

ls a part of the real Kerala

“Universal Internes ac-
cess is essential to keep up

necting entire Kerala with
the global information
highway," be said during
the in: event.

activist Rehana Fathima,
for posting on soclal media
a video showing her minor
son and daughter painting
an ber semi-nude torso un-
der the hashtag Body Art
and Politics.

The Hlnh Court  ob-
served that that depiction
af the naked body of 2 wo-

termed to be obscene, In-
decent or sexuall
The same can be deter-

istic
the children.”
woman should not be ‘Not

naked upper body of the

come depraved, debased
and encouraged to lasci-
v

y
and criminality are not
coextensive. What is consl-
dered as morally wrong s
not necessarily legally
wrong. It pointed out that
the fnal report filed in the
case does Nat support or
even draw a prima facke
case for any of the statuto-
1y offences as alleged.

Former UP. CMs Akhilesh

Mayawati also wished the
present Incumbent.

A graphic povel, Ajay fo
Yogi Aditya Nath, was also
released an the o<casion by
U.P. Minister Jitin Prasada
in Lucknow. Written by his

by the CM, offered 5t Hres
of malk i Ganga near
the mtu Vishwanath tem-

mark the birthday.
Fpeopie of the whole coun:
try and the world keep
track of Yogii. He should
rise further. He will defi-
nitely serve U.P. and the
country;” he sald.
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Kerala CM launches
first phase of K-FON

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Projecting the Kerala Fibre
Optic Network (K-FON) as a
symbol of the alternative
path pursued by the State
government, Chief Minis-
ter Pinarayi Vijayan on
Monday commissioned the
first phase of the project.
The project will provide
free Internet access to 20
lakh below poverty line
(BPL) families, connect
30,000 government insti-
tutions and provide Inter-

net connection at a nomi-
nal rate to the public. He
said that by ensuring con-
nectivity in far-flung places
such as Idamalakudyj, it is
being ensured that no one
is left behind and everyone
is a part of the real Kerala
story.

“Universal Internet ac-
cess is essential to keep up
with the changing world.
Through this, we are con-
necting entire Kerala with
the global information
highway,” he said during
the inaugural event.




« The following are some of the multiple benefits to be realized across the board.

 Bridge the digital divide by making internet access a basic right to citizens and enable the
state government'’s vision to provide free internet access to economically backward
households.

 Deliver e-Governance to citizens through TSPs/ISPs/Cable operators by leveraging this
network.
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o L TFAY &l ANIRSDT T T JHR g 3o Zass &1 grear 3k 3nfds &9
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 Provide affordable and better broadband connectivity to households by the
TSPs/ISPs/Cable operators due to a competitive market by leveraging this
network.

* Boose economic growth by providing digital infrastructure support for local
enterprises and SMEs and promoting Electronics and IT industry.

« Human capital development

* Deliver remote education
 Create job opportunities
 Enhance skills

* Prove remote healthcare access
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GOVERNMENT Delivery of services like
OFFICES education, e-governence,
healthcare etc
Connecting Govt offices,
Educational Institutions.
Hospitals Police Stations, LSGs,
Data centre, collectorates,

secretariat Free, open network
Bridges digital divide

Auxilary infrastructure
- Extended reach with no Opex
- Increased market base
- Extending to telecom towers

INTERNET - A BASIC RIGHT

ROBUST, RELIABLE NEUTRAL ENABLING
SECURE INTRANET NETWORK KNOWLEDGE
INFRASTRUCTURE SOCIETIES

N

on discriminating Access
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What is affecting trade momentum?

What are the essential headwinds observed with
there been an overall dedine in the demand for

s and services? How has the

wrade? How is the Russia-Ukraine conflict affecting trade in the international market? W
of Ainancial nstitutions affected trade?

Hindu earlier, the fall in Imports and
hmed to India

as other

the notion about

The angoing condlict In Eastern Europe

<onmues!ohmabemon!hepﬂoes

of energy, commodit:

observed by the World Trade
(wro). though food

ir post
connxz Nuks by me fourth qu-nzr Im
year, “they remained high by historic:

A s cotie € Aroas mal
ncomes and import demand” during the
mentioned period. The & of energy
prices was strongest during the winter
months in Burope as Russia was amsong
the largest suppliers of energy 1o Europe
before it was sanctioned. Europe

and

Algeria.
prices elsewhere such as Japan, where the

prices doubled between Jamsry last year
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shape around September. As for the US.,
n May Fed Cha._‘ﬂom l'owell sald thar

~somewhat™
simeﬂle"ldd)eoflhtlaﬂytal

stand reduced. There is an aversion for
- i v sng which parti Ly
wegghs on some imparts and postponable
expenditures. It is in this lght that the
cxmofemnggods.mlm

- has
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The essential Readwinds
ropectioE

um-
trade are mweaker eco
cthaes worldwide. ration

policies, divunlnd iy

financial instatiry.
In 3 pericd of ecenamic
sicwdomn, mtermational trade.
both exports and imports, fall
sharply 3z overall demand for
goods and services =t

rechuced

Simitarty, inflation, the uneven
Tise i prices.

instiate
talks 0 find ways to diversify and sustain
the exports 3
temdar. Econormist

Sontinned to T high with expecta
lum-ga-kmgvnym

wcr' The P Morm Global Manufacturing

Index (PMD,

compiled by S&P, registered 49.6 in May —
for the third i

services
fort. Imports may remain as
and INR value stabilise.
However, quscker recovery may add

on i o

What are we looking at?
The EU is India's third hurgest
partner after the U.S. mdcmm The

manth and indicating a marginal
of The

mport
As for the concern about lowe:
Imports, Ms. Majumdar po.ltx o the

indicator Is used 1o assess ng
business conditons.

How are these related to trade?
To put it simply. m-pemddmwn'.:

n February) held (hu Ihe I‘W\ vould
“narrowly escape the recession™ thar took

. both
exports and Imports, ﬁls anrpiy as
overall demand for goods and services

How can the woes of Delhi
Metro users be solved?

What are some solutions to reduce

OVercrow

in metros? How have other countries tackled the issue?
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mb)ls’bmdmlmﬁscnl higher
srowth. “This

lowdown. Lower Imports
because of stable ol prices,
our Imports bi

nearly all of them remain underutiised.
For instance, the North Delhi Mumicipal
Carporation’s st: Fthe-art

report.

hadam congestion rate before the
scheme. For comparison, a

rate means there are no free

and breadth of Delhi
Capital Region (NCR) and carries over 20
lakh passengers every day.

How are countries like Isracl and
Japan tackling overcrowding?

example is from the Tokyo Metro which s
the fastest tube across the workl. The
Tokyo metro recently made international
headlines when it started giving
comemute: coupans for staple
Wd‘dmmmdml«

restaurants like a bowl of soba noodles

seats. And a 200% congestion rate means
bodies came into cantact with each other
and one feels

metro statson.

What has the budget stressed on?

The new bu proposal cal
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promises

Whll solutions for Delhi?
The right set of palicy actions and pablic
investments
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ouday under this has set aside

T2=.556 crore o Induct buses;
Delhi's public

<an

Private vestment in this sector and find

new solutsons. Modernising trains built to
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existng
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depots; 1,600 new
charging points;

system; T1.
electrification of 57 bus

ic buses; 900 EV
anda nlohalambus scheme for last mile
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Ene of the Tokyo metra is the most

on k Delhi public
transpartation.

Although there are almast 18
multiJevel parking fcilities across Delhi,

in Delhl. x ©
develop 1,400 quewe shelters with
digital screens that will display bus

edules.
Tarnya Mittal works with the FICCI
e pdntet

a#octs the ficw of capeal 1o 3
developing country.
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1n 3 span of fow years, the

i metro, which began #s
first service in December 2002,
faces the chalienge of being
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The members
representing India at

the Special Olympics

members. The Special
z Olympics World Games

are the world’s largest
inclusive sporting event for people with

intellectual disabilities and will be held in
Berlin, Germany from June 17 to 25. pri




Special ﬂ 'é s‘ﬁo
Olympics ﬁ ﬁ%

Founded
Founder

Location
Origins

Area served

Official
language

Key people

) ¥ N s By I aneg

July 20, 1968; 54 years ago
Eunice Kennedy Shriver

1133 19th Street, N.W,,
Washington, D.C., U.S. 20036

Camp Shriver
International

English

and the host country's official

language when necessary

Timothy Shriver (Chairman of the
Board)

Mary Davis (Chief Executive
Officer)

William P. Alford (Lead Director &
Vice Chair)

Angelo Moratti (Vice Chair)
Loretta Claiborne (Vice Chair)!']
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= Graz and Schladming, Austria

March 14 — 25

= Abu Dhabi, United Arab
Emirates

March 14 — 21

mmm Kazan, Russia

cancelled®

Il Berlin, Germany

June 16 — 25

B B Turin, ltaly

January 29 —
February 9

Perth, Australia

Ed Chur, Switzerland
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Dealing with deepfakes

deepfake s something
that a machine has
prodi
Iearn
contains false i
to keep the
deepfakes, mrvuuz.m
front of us because of the

onMao'uu wrestlers

e
i

Fit to width

As with other modern
technologies set on the
superhighw:

nerative artificial

Governor Ravi®

STATE OF PLAY

TR Y scale. Alongside deepfaked Images Aolappan bgpelindu cois
Ty and videos, we « « although not without exceptions.
mimic intelligence, but we can't Our sill-evohing amil Nadu Gowvernor
tell the difference when they make ineering offers a RN, Ranvi bias yet again
a mistake. This leads same to useful, if also imperfect, raked up a controver-
believe w0 be ! £y by conending that there b
e’ ly because a machine fying the climate to be lled “the culture of
gave it 1o them. favourable over one part of the a State™ He sakd States were
again, these tools have planet, by blocking created only for the comve-
also been used for good. Usi nvariably has planet-wide nience of 5
learning, the ALS Association | consequences. Many that their creation created pol
Inthe US. ava agree thax this Is dangerous and itical Idencitses.

Ing Inftiative” to restore the bave for 3 moratorkim on to what Rashtriya
volces of those who had lost & to the use of for Sangh
amyotrophic lateral sclerasis. international cooperation led, if logue M_S. Golwalkar wrote in

ing has also been required, by a treaty. . We, or Our Nation-
adapted in comedy, cinema, Clumssy though it may seem.
mussc, and have d«vﬁktsmerla “For where religion does
nd/or visuals regulate Ks use not form a distinguishing fac

of visual artist Andy Warhol, mﬂwn&h b)d t'auh a«orﬁ. and tor, culture together with Lhe
y chef An . | keep the door apen other necessary constituents

and rapper Tupac Shalur, democratic mputs to pn& the of the Nation ilea,
Despite its others, e ing our ability o Future of such a powerful in the

o making of mdhid

e the history ralhoulh of these Iry. On the other hand, in Hin-
soctal fabric. anemms hawn t been free of an, all-ab-
N sorbing entity. With us, every
deep learning is action mdividual, social
entirely or political, is 2 command of
redeemable. just Aslldl desp'm potental to our image and relighon,” wrote Golwalkar.
like the kitchen the sodal fabric, deep voke 'Ims,slusam “should be =, Culture Is but a product of
knife or the Tearaing ks enitirely morcal our all-c nsive reli-

Denying States their own cultures

L defies the

le of the concept of

Tamil Nadu

variants and movements
fy to thelr Soaks in unigue ml~
tural Devotional

ry Ia & cubliral comsmo-

- assuming that we ac- | nality in the country, but the
cept the Governors argu- | Bhakt i Tamil is
ment, there arl: a : unigue. In Tamid Nadu, the
can there movement Is seen as a

against Vedi
tuals and
key role in rejuvenating the
Tamil language. ~The histori-
<al reasons for its emergence

ey X n Vi -
India has been 2 melting point | ranging from the rigidity of
of 5. M. Brahminism to the need to
said, carve out a spiritual identity

other” | Sanskrit was not entirely ig-
1t is this undque mix that al- | nored, “For all her lapidary re-

s Malayalis to celebrate the | finement, her exquisite subtle-
arrival of Mahaball as Onam, | ty, Sansksit gradually began to

juast like the kitchen knife ce the
clear

Fightin the g of decpfakes™ And gion, a part of #s body and not
st - from it"

reactor. The focus, inturn | a stepping stone for us, as © . he is asa - | needs of a growing re-
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Accidents decline, but expenses on safety remain low

The Balasore accident was an exception in recent vears, but it also reflects the dedining focus on safety measures by the Indian Railways
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Australian PM hopes for
close Sino-Indian ties

New Delhi, June §: The Australian Prime
Minister, Mr. Gough Whitlam, to-day expressed

the hope that It would be possible for India and
China — the two biggest nations in the world — to
i i the
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Gufi Paintal,
much loved
TV villain,

passes away

Anuj Kumar
NEW DELHI

Gufi Paintal, perhaps the
most loved villain of the
small screen, died of
health problems in Mum-
bai on Monday at the age of
78.

The actor-director is
best known for playing
Shakuni, the shrewd uncle
of the Kauravas, in B.R.
Chopra’s Mahabharat.

UII0pId S Manaondrdt.

Soon, Shakuni became
his calling card as he
played the role at least
twice more on the small
screen and once on stage.
Such was the character’s
popularity that he was also
asked to host a political
show on a channel in the
get-up of the sinister uncle.

Gufi also wrote songs
and went on to direct Vi-
nod Khanna in a teleseries
on Maharana Pratap and
helmed a film on Chaita-
nya Mahaprabhu.










Kathakall



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/kathakali-2

» KK Gopalakrishnan has recently released a captivating book titled "Kathakali Dance
Theatre: A Visual Narrative of Sacred Indian Mime."

* The book offers a behind-the-scenes look into the world of Kathakali, focusing on
the green room, artists' struggles, and the unique bonds forged during long make-
up hours.
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* Origin and History:
 Kathakali emerged in the 17t century in the kingdom
of Travancore (present-day Kerala).
« The art form was initially performed in temple precincts and later gained
popularity in the royal courts.

« Kathakali is based on Natya Shastra, the ancient treatise on dance, written
by Sage Bharata.
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* However, Kathakali relies on Hasthalakshana Deepika, another classical
text for its hand gestures.

 Kathakali was in peril and on the verge of extinction in the beginning of
20th century.

« Renowned Poet Vallaththol Narayana Menon and Manakkulam Mukunda
Raja took the initiative to set up Kerala Kalamandalam, a centre of
excellence for classical art forms for the revival of kathakali.
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* Dance and Music:
« Kathakali combines elements of dance, music, mime, and drama.

« The movements are highly stylized and include intricate footwork,
rhythmic swaying, and various hand gestures called mudras.

« The dancers use their facial expressions, known
as rasas, to convey emotions and tell stories.
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« Manipravalam, a blend of Malayalam and Sanskrit, is the language used
in Kathakali songs.

» The text of Kathakali songs is known as Attakkatha.

« Chenda, Maddalam, Chengila and Elaththalam are the major
instruments used with Kathakali music.

- AMOYATSTH, AGATH 3R HFhd FT ANOT §, S FUhell Ml A
STIATST T AT arely o 21°

« STl Il & UTS I ICcFhAT & ATH H ST ST ¢

- ST, ACGEH, Ul 3R TITIASTH SH¥choll HIA & Y 3GINT fohv
el arel YH@ dled 47 &




* Recent Developments:

* Inclusion of Women: Traditionally performed by male actors
only, Kathakali has gradually opened up to female performers who
have trained in this art form and taken up various roles.

 Innovation in Themes: Apart from the classical stories from Hindu
epics and Puranas, Kathakali has also explored new themes from
other sources such as Shakespearean plays, social issues, historical
events and contemporary topics.
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https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/himalayan-brown-bear-1

The Himalayan brown bear (Ursus arctos isabellinus) population in Kashmir is facing numerous
challenges that threaten both their survival and human safety.

Recent incidents of bears entering residential areas and wrecking graveyards have raised concerns
among local communities.

These incidents highlight the urgent need to address the underlying factors causing this
behavior and safeguard the habitat of this critically endangered species.
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https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/habitat-loss-of-himalayan-brown-bear

* About:

- Himalayan brown bears are a subspecies of brown bears that inhabit
thhe high-altitude regions of the Himalayas, ranging from Pakistan to
Bhutan.

. Thley have thick fur that is most often sandy or reddish-brown in
color.
* They can grow up to 2.2 meters long and weigh up to 250 kilograms.
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« JUCN Red List- Critically Endangered
« Brown bear (Ursus arctos) is listed as Least Concern.
« CITES - Appendix I.

 Only the populations of Bhutan, China, Mexico and Mongolia; all other
populations are included in Appendix Il.

* Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act of 1972 - Schedule 1.
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 Behavior:

» They are nocturnal, and their sense of
smell is acutely developed and believed
to be their principal means of finding
food.

e Threat:

« Human-animal conflict, rapid habitat
loss, poaching for fur, claws, and organs,
and, in some rare cases, bear baiting.

* Range:
» North-western and central Himalaya,
including India, Pakistan, Nepal, the

Tibetan Autonomous Region of China,
and Bhutan.
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The Himalayan brown bear's future
remains bleak, as a study predicts
a decline of about 73% of their
habitat by 2050 in the western
Himalayas.

Climate change poses a significant
risk, necessitating preemptive spatial
planning of protected areas to ensure
the long-term viability of the species.
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Oil reserves in salt
caverns

Syllabus: Economy



https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/06/05/oil-reserves-in-salt-caverns/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/06/05/oil-reserves-in-salt-caverns/

Government-owned engineering consultancy firm Engineers India (EIL) is studying
the prospects and feasibility of developing salt cavern-based strategic oil
reserves in Rajasthan.

This is in line with the government’s objective of increasing the country’s
strategic oil storage capacity.

The country’s three existing facilities — at Mangaluru and
Padur in Karnataka, and Visakhapatnam in Andhra Pradesh — are made up of
excavated rock caverns.



https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/11/24/strategic-petroleum-reserves-spr-programme-2/
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Statistics about Oil Reserves In India:

India, the world’s third-largest consumer of crude,
depends on imports for more than 85% of its

requirement.

India currently has an SPR capacity of 5.33 million
tonnes or around 39 million barrels of crude. India’s
strategic petroleum reserves (SPR) currently provide
around 9.5 days of oil requirement coverage.
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Additionally, oil marketing companies in India have their storage
facilities, providing an additional 64.5 days of storage,
totalling approximately 74 days of petroleum demand coverage.

India’s strategic crude oil storages are currently located

at Visakhapatnam (Andhra

Pradesh), Mangaluru (Karnataka), Padur (Karnataka) and Chandikhol
in Odisha.

The construction of the Strategic Crude Oil Storage facilitiesin India is
being managed by Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Limited
(ISPRL) (a wholly owned subsidiary of Oil Industry Development
Board (OIDB) under the Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas).






Two types of underground reserves:

Development
Process

Salt Cavern-Based Reserves

Developed through solution mining, involving the dissolution
of salt deposits

Rock Cavern-Based Reserves

Developed through excavation

Cost and Time

Sealing and
Accessibility

Simpler, faster, and less cost-intensive

Naturally well-sealed and engineered for rapid injection and
extraction

More complex, time-consuming, and expensive

May require additional sealing measures and access points

Oil Absorbency

Extremely low oil absorbency, creating a natural impermeable
barrier

Absorbency varies depending on the rock type

Operation Can be created and operated almost entirely from the surface  Requires excavation and underground operations
US Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) consists of salt cavern-  Mangaluru and Padur in Karnataka, and Visakhapatnam in
Examples e
based storage facilities Andhra Pradesh
Primarily used for oil storage, but also suitable for liquid fuels, ) . .
Usage y & 9 Primarily used for oil storage

natural gas, compressed air, and hydrogen





https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/06/05/e-waste-solar-panels/

* Solar panels, hailed as a crucial tool in reducing carbon emissions, face the challenge
of disposal and replacement as they only last up to 25 years.

e What is Solar E-Waste?

refers to the electronic waste generated by discarded solar panels. As
solar panels have a limited lifespan of 20-25 years, their disposal raises concerns
about managing the electronic waste they create.
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https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/03/31/how-to-manage-indias-solar-pv-waste-problem/

What does Solar Panel consist of?

A PV module is essentially made up of glass, metal, silicon and polymer fractions. Glass and
aluminium, together constituting around 80% of total weight, are non-hazardous.

But a few other materials used including polymers, metals, metallic compounds and
alloys are classified as potentially hazardous.
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Status:

PV module recycling is still not commercially viable

PV waste recycling is still at a nascent stage globally

India does not have a solar waste management policy, but it does have ambitious solar power installation targets.

India’s PV (photovoltaic) waste volume is estimated to grow to 2,00,000 tonnes by 2030 and around 2 million tonnes by 2050.
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e Recent Government Initiative:

* The Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change added Solar Waste Treatment
under E-Waste (Management) Rules, 2022 in
November 2022.

* Green Credit Programme: Launched under
the Environmental Protection Act (1986) and
announced in the Budget 2022-2023, it aims
to promote green growth and sustainable
practices.

High cost of recycling

Toxic materials in the
solar waste

Recycling a solar panel
costs between $20 and
S30, while landfill

disposal costs $1-2

Solar panels contain
toxic metals and
minerals that can harm
the environment when
not properly managed
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https://www.insightsonindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/BUDGET-SUMMARY.pdf

Solar waste management by other countries

Country

European Union

United Kingdom

United States

Australia

Japan

South Korea

Approach

Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE) and Directive and Extended
Producer Responsibility (EPR)

Industry-managed take-back and recycling scheme

State-level regulations and Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) regulations, but
no federal law

National Product Stewardship Investment Fund: $2 million grant to develop
industry-led PV product stewardship scheme

Voluntary guidelines to ensure proper recycling of solar PV modules have been
issued by the Japan Photovoltaic Energy Association (JPEA).

Dedicated legislation to address the PV waste problem



Lavender
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Source: Pl



https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/06/05/lavender-festival/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/06/05/lavender-festival/
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1929731

* Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh inaugurated the Lavender Festival in
Bhaderwah, Jammu, as part of the One Week One Lab Campaign organized by
CSIR-IIIM.

* This is the 2" year of the lavender revolution. Bhaderwah is hailed as
the Lavender capital of India and an Agri StartUp destination
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About Lavender Revolution (also called Purple Revolution) and Aroma Mission:

Description
Lavender is a fragrant flowering plant known for its aromatic g : N
urple flowers and soothing scent. It is widely cultivated for its : e B
About Lavenderp P i ) , -g ) )/ ) e P
essential oil, which has various uses in aromatherapy, cosmetics, : 0P
and culinary applications. > 1

Launched in 2016 by the Union Ministry of Science & Technology \\/
d

Lavend
per <.ar through the Council of Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR)
Revolution L.
Aroma Mission
Objective To support the domestic aromatic crop-based agro-economy and promote entrepreneurship
Products Lavender oil, lavender water, hydrosol

Significanice Supports the go.vernment’s policy of doubling farm incomes, provides livelihoods, promotes
entrepreneurship

CSIR initiative to bring transformative change in the aroma sector, promote the cultivation of

aromatic crops,and benefit farmers

Phase-I covered 46 districts and trained over 44,000 people; Phase Il aims to engage over

45,000 skilled resources and benefit farming families

Nodal Agency CSIR-Central Institute of Medicinal and Aromatic Plants (CSIR-CIMAP), Lucknow

Intended The additional area under cultivation, technical and infrastructural support, remunerative

Outcomes prices, value-addition to essential oils

Aroma Mission

Phase-I and Il



Golden Triangle

Source: UNODC



https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/06/05/golden-triangle/
https://www.unodc.org/pdf/technical_series_1998-01-01_1.pdf

e As per United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)
report, there is no slowdown of trade in methamphetamine and
other illegal drugs originating from a golden triangle of Southeast

Asia.
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. includes the area of three countries namely Myanmar, Laos, and
Thailand, where the cultivation and production of drugs such as opium and
heroin have been prevalent.

* The area has been a major source of illegal drugs, contributing to the global drug
trade, along with Golden Crescent (comprising Afghanistan, Iran, and Pakistan).
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« With reference to the famous Sattriya dance, consider the following
statements: (2014)

1.Sattriya is a combination of music, dance and drama.
2.1t is a centuries-old living tradition of Vaishnavites of Assam.

3.lt is based on classical Ragas and Talas of devotional songs composed by
Tulsidas, Kabir and Mirabai.

« Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3



* In India, ‘extend producer responsibility’ was introduced as an
important feature in which of the following? ( UPSC 2019)

* (a) The Bio-medical Waste (Management and Handling) Rules, 1998
(b) The Recycled Plastic (Manufacturing and Usage) Rules, 1999
(c) The e-Waste (Management and Handling) Rules, 2011
(d) The Food Safety and Standard Regulations, 2011



 Consider the following fauna: (2023)
1.Lion-tailed Macaque

2.Malabar Civet

3.Sambar Deer

- How many of the above are generally nocturnal or most active after
sunset?

* (@) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None
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