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• Population Census is the total process of collecting, compiling, 
analyzing and disseminating demographic, economic and social 
data pertaining, at a specific time, of all persons in a country or a well-
defined part of a country.

• It also provides the trends in population characteristics.
• The Indian Census is one of the largest administrative 

exercises undertaken in the world.

https://www.drishtiias.com/loksabha-rajyasabha-discussions/the-big-picture-census-challenges-importance


• Nodal Ministry:

• The decennial Census is conducted by the Office of the Registrar 
General and Census Commissioner, Ministry of Home Affairs.

• Until 1951, the Census Organisation was set up on an ad-hoc 
basis for each Census.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/updating-census-registers
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/updating-census-registers


• Legal/Constitutional Backing:

• Census is conducted under the provisions of the Census Act, 
1948.
• The bill for this Act was piloted by Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, 

the then Home Minister of India.
• The population census is a Union subject under Article 246 of 

India Constitution.
• It is listed at serial number 69 of the seventh schedule of the 

constitution.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/statue-of-unity-1
https://www.google.com/search?q=seventh+schedule+drishtiias&oq=seventh+schedule+drishtiias&aqs=chrome..69i57j0i13.2712j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8


• Ancient and Medieval Period:

• Rigveda: The earliest literature 'Rig-Veda' reveals that some kind of 
population count was maintained during 800-600 BC in India.

• Arthashastra: 'Arthashastra' by 'Kautilya' written in the 3rd Century BC 
prescribed the collection of population statistics as a measure of 
state policy for taxation.

• Ain-i-Akbari: During the regime of the Mughal king Akbar, the 
administrative report 'Ain-e-Akbari' also included comprehensive data 
pertaining to population, industry, wealth and many other 
characteristics.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/ain-i-akbari


• Initial Attempts:

• The history of the census began with 1800 when England had begun its Census.
• In its continuation, a census was conducted in Allahabad (1824) and 

in Banaras (1827-28) by James Prinsep.
• The first complete census of an Indian city was conducted in 1830 by Henry Walter 

in Dacca (now Dhaka).

• The Second Census was conducted in 1836-37 by Fort St. George.
• In 1849, the Government of India ordered the local governments to 

conduct quinquennial (five-yearly) returns of population.



First Non-synchronous Census: It was conducted in India in 
1872 during the reign of Governor-General Lord Mayo.

First Synchronous Census: The first synchronous census was 
taken under British rule on February 17, 1881, by W.C. 
Plowden (Census Commissioner of India).

• Since then, censuses have been undertaken uninterruptedly once every ten 
years.



Socio-Economic and Caste Census (SECC)





















G20 Countries and Disaster Risk 
Reduction

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/g20-countries-and-disaster-risk-reduction
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/g20-countries-and-disaster-risk-reduction


• Recently, the First G20 Disaster Risk Reduction Working Group 
(DRR WG) meeting under India’s G20 Presidency took place, 
where India highlighted the importance of Disaster Risk 
Reduction (DRR).

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/g-20-and-need-for-multilateralism
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/global-platform-for-disaster-risk-reduction-2022
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/global-platform-for-disaster-risk-reduction-2022


What are the Highlights of the Meeting?

The G20 Disaster Risk Resilience Working Group has called 
upon governments to build a social protection system with an 
effective and preferred instrument for disaster risk financing.
• It emphasised the need for new-age Social Protection Systems that invest in 

local risk resilience to mitigate, prepare and recover from disasters.



• The five priorities outlined:
• Global coverage of Early Warning Systems
• Increased commitment towards making infrastructure systems 

disaster resilient
• Stronger national financial frameworks for DRR
• Strengthened national and global disaster response system
• Increased application of ecosystems-based approaches to DRR

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/early-warning-system-in-himalayan-region


• What is the Need for Creating a Collective G20 Framework for Disaster 
Risk Reduction?
• The G20 nations, with a population of 4.7 billion, have large exposure, risk 

from asset concentration, and vulnerability to natural disasters.
• In the current World Risk Index, four out of the top 10 vulnerable countries 

are G20 nations.
• The combined estimated annual average loss in the G20 countries alone is 

USD 218 billion, equivalent to 9% of the average annual investment in 
infrastructure made by them.
• Disaster risk reduction measures can play an important role in preventing 

such losses.



What can be the key Strategies for Reducing Disaster Risk?

Better Economic and Urban Development:

Financing

Infrastructure

Dealing with Extensive and Intensive Risk 

Multi-tiered, Multi-sectoral Effort

International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction - 13th October

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/global-status-of-multi-hazard-early-warning-systems-target-g








In which one of the following groups are all the four countries 
members of G20? (2020)

(a) Argentina, Mexico, South Africa and Turkey
(b) Australia, Canada, Malaysia and New Zealand
(c) Brazil, Iran, Saudi Arabia and Vietnam
(d) Indonesia, Japan, Singapore and South Korea



New Tax Rules for Online Gaming Platforms

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/new-tax-rules-for-online-gaming-platforms


The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) has recently 
introduced new tax rules for online gaming platforms in India.

These rules aim to bring clarity and establish guidelines for Tax 
Deducted at Source (TDS) on winnings from online gaming.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/cbdt-signs-95-advance-pricing-agreements
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/online-gaming-market-in-india
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-analysis/increase-in-direct-tax-cqollections
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-analysis/increase-in-direct-tax-cqollections


• What are the New Tax Rules for Online Gaming?
• No TDS on Winnings up to Rs 100:
• Taxable Deposits
• Calculation of Net Winnings:



TDS Provision for Online Gaming:To regulate online gaming transactions, 
the Finance Act 2023 introduced section 194BA in the Income-tax Act, 
1961, requiring online gaming platforms to deduct income tax on net winnings in a 
user's account.

TDS at a rate of 30% will be applicable on the net winnings from any online gaming 
platform.

Tax is required to be deducted at the time of withdrawal and at the end of 
the financial year

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/union-budget-2023-24


What is CBDT?

It is a statutory authority that functions under the Central Board of Revenue Act, 1963.

• It is a part of the Department of Revenue in the Ministry of Finance.

It provides inputs for policy and planning of direct taxes in India and is also responsible 
for the administration of direct tax laws through the Income Tax Department.

Direct Taxes include income tax, corporation tax etc.

https://www.drishtiias.com/printpdf/no-merger-of-cbdt-and-cbic
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/increase-in-direct-tax-collections


Narco 
Analysis Test

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/narco-analysis-test
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/narco-analysis-test


• Protesting wrestlers at Jantar Mantar, Delhi have expressed their willingness to 
undergo narco analysis tests, with the condition that it is monitored by 
the Supreme Court and broadcasted live for the entire country to witness.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/issues-faced-by-females-in-sports
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-analysis/narco-and-polygraph-tests
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/supreme-court-of-india


• In a narco analysis test, a drug called sodium pentothal is injected 
into the body of the accused, which transports them to a hypnotic or 
sedated state in which their imagination is neutralised.
• In this hypnotic state, the accused is understood as 

being incapable of lying and is expected to divulge information 
that is true.

• In India, Narco analysis tests were notably used in the 2002 Gujarat 
riots case, and the 26/11 Mumbai terror attack case.

https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper1/communalism
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper1/communalism
https://www.drishtiias.com/printpdf/ten-years-after-the-mumbai-attack


Sodium pentothal, or 
sodium thiopental, is 
a fast-acting, short-

duration anaesthetic used 
in larger doses to sedate 
patients during surgery.

• Because the drug is believed to weaken 
the subject’s resolve to lie, it is sometimes 
referred to as a “truth serum” and is said 
to have been used by intelligence operatives 
during World War II.

It belongs to 
the barbiturate class of 

drugs that act on the 
central nervous system 

as depressants.

https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper1/world-war-ii


Iran Successfully Tests Long-Range 
Ballistic Missile



• Iran showcased its latest version of the Khorramshahr ballistic 
missile, unveiling the Khorramshahr-4 with a range of 2,000 
kilometers (1,240 miles) and a 1,500-kilogram (3,300-pound) 
warhead



The Khorramshahr-4 derives its name from an Iranian city associated with 
intense warfare during the Iran-Iraq War.

The missile is also called Kheibar, after a Jewish fortress conquered by the 
Muslims in the 7th century.

As Iran continues uranium enrichment, nearing weapons-grade levels, and 
given the missile's range, it raises concerns about the potential threat to Israel.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/40-years-of-islamic-revolution-iran/print_manually


Migration, Mobility Pact with 
Australia (MMPA)

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/26/migration-mobility-pact-with-australia-mmpa/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/26/migration-mobility-pact-with-australia-mmpa/


India and Australia signed a migration partnership agreement 
during Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Australia.

Features of the Agreement:

Aim: It is aimed at promoting two-way exchange of students, 
graduates, researchers, and business people, and expanding 
people-to-people ties.

New Pathway: Their mobility will be facilitated through a new 
skilled pathway named MATES (Mobility Arrangement for 
Talented Early Professionals Scheme) specifically created for 
India.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/03/15/india-and-australia-relations/


• Other developments:
• India announced the opening of a consulate in Brisbane, adding to its 

existing consulates in Perth, Melbourne, and Sydney.
• The India-Australia hydrogen task force was established, to explore 

opportunities in green hydrogen and address energy targets.



India’s Child Wasting

Source: DTE

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/26/indias-child-wasting/
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/health/india-s-child-wasting-rate-18-7-as-per-latest-un-inter-agency-estimates-89586


• According to the latest UN inter-agency estimates, India has the 
highest child-wasting rate globally, with over 18% of Indian 
children affected by wasting in 2020.



• India had a stunting rate of 31.7 per cent in 2022, down from 41.6 per cent 
in 2012
• India had an overweight percentage of 2.8 per cent in 2022, compared 

to 2.2 per cent in 2012.
• India is the largest country in southern Asia, where half of all 

children with wasting in the world live
• More than three-quarters of all children with severe wasting live in Asia
• There is insufficient progress to reach the 2025 World Health Assembly 

(WHA) global nutrition targets and UN-mandated Sustainable 
Development Goal target 2.2.















• With reference to Foreign Direct Investment in India, which one of 
the following is considered its major characteristic? (2020)
• (a) It is the investment through capital instruments essentially in a 

listed company.
• (b) It is a largely non-debt creating capital flow.
• (c) It is the investment which involves debt-servicing.
• (d) It is the investment made by foreign institutional investors in 

Government securities.
•



• Consider the following: (2021)
1.Foreign currency convertible bonds
2.Foreign institutional investment with certain conditions
3.Global depository receipts
4.Non-resident external deposits
• Which of the above can be included in Foreign Direct Investments?
• (a) 1, 2 and 3

(b) 3 only
(c) 2 and 4
(d) 1 and 4



• Consider the following: (2021)
1.Foreign currency convertible bonds
2.Foreign institutional investment with certain conditions
3.Global depository receipts
4.Non-resident external deposits
• Which of the above can be included in Foreign Direct Investments?
• (a) 1, 2 and 3

(b) 3 only
(c) 2 and 4
(d) 1 and 4



Thank you 
guys, see you 
tomorrow


