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The Comptroller and Auditor General of India is the supreme audit 
institution of India, established under Article 148 of the Constitution of 
India. 

They are empowered to audit all receipts and expenditure of 
the Government of India and the State Governments, including those of 
autonomous bodies and corporations substantially financed by the 
Government.
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Office of the Accountant General was established in 1858 (the year 
the British took over administrative control of India from the East 
India Company).

In 1860 Sir Edward Drummond was appointed as the first Auditor 
General.



1884

In 1866, the position was renamed Comptroller General of 
Accounts, and in 1884, it was re-designated as Comptroller 
and Auditor General of India.

1919

Under the Government of India Act 1919, the Auditor 
General became independent of the government as 
statutory backing was given for the position.



How is the CAG in India Different from the CAG in Britain?

CAG of India is only performing the role of an Auditor General and not of a 
Comptroller but in Britain it has the power of both Comptroller as well as Auditor 
General.

In India, the CAG audits the accounts after the expenditure is committed i.e., ex 
post facto. In the UK no money can be drawn from the public exchequer without 
the approval of the CAG.

In India, CAG is not a member of the parliament while in Britain; CAG is a member 
of house of the Commons.



How Independently does the Office of CAG Function?

There are several provisions in the Constitution for safeguarding the 
independence of CAG.

CAG is appointed by the President by warrant under his hand and seal and 
provided with tenure of 6 years or 65 years of age, whichever is earlier.



CAG can be removed by the President only in accordance with 
the procedure mentioned in the Constitution that is the manner 
same as removal of a Supreme Court Judge.

He is ineligible to hold any office, either under the Government of 
India or of any state, once he retires/resigns as a CAG.





The CVC was set up by the Government in February, 1964 on the 
recommendations of the Committee on Prevention of 
Corruption, headed by Shri K. Santhanam. In 2003, the Parliament 
enacted CVC Act conferring statutory status on the CVC.

The CVC is not controlled by any Ministry/Department. It is an 
independent body which is only responsible to the Parliament.



• What are the Functions of CVC?
• The CVC receives complaints on corruption or misuse of office and 

to recommend appropriate action. Following institutions, bodies, or 
a person can approach to CVC:

• Central government
• Lokpal



It is not an investigating agency. The CVC either gets the investigation done 
through the CBI or through chief vigilance officers (CVO) in government offices.

It is empowered to inquire into offences alleged to have been committed under 
the Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988 by certain categories of public servants.

Its annual report gives the details of the work done by the commission and 
points to systemic failures which lead to corruption in government departments.



What is the History of CVC?

The Special Police Establishment (SPE) which 
was set up in 1941 by the Government of India.



Multi-member Commission consists of a Central Vigilance Commissioner 
(Chairperson) and not more than two Vigilance Commissioners (Member).

The Central Vigilance Commissioner and the Vigilance Commissioners are 
appointed by the President on the recommendations of a Committee consisting 
of the Prime Minister (Chairperson), the Minister of Home Affairs (Member) and 
the Leader of the Opposition in the House of the People (Member).

The term of office of the Central Vigilance Commissioner and the Vigilance 
Commissioners is four years from the date on which they enter their office or till 
they attain the age of 65 years, whichever is earlier.



Integrity Index Development (IID)

IID reflects the transparent, accountable and efficient governance of public 
organisations.

CVC has appointed the Indian Institute of Management Ahmedabad to 
undertake a research-based approach to create an integrity index that 
various organizations can use to measure themselves and which will evolve 
with changing needs.



• What are the Limitations of CVC?
• CVC is often considered a powerless agency as it is treated as 

an advisory body only with no power to register criminal case 
against government officials or direct CBI to initiate inquiries 
against any officer of the level of Joint Secretary and above.

• Although CVC is “relatively independent” in its functioning, 
it neither has the resources nor the power to take action on 
complaints of corruption.





















A Moon landing or lunar landing is the arrival of a spacecraft on 
the surface of the Moon. This includes both crewed and robotic 
missions. 

The first human-made object to touch the Moon was the Soviet 
Union's Luna 2, on 13 September 1959
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The United States' Apollo 11 was the first crewed 
mission to land on the Moon, on 20 July 1969.

20 July 1969

There were six crewed U.S. landings between 
1969 and 1972, and numerous uncrewed 
landings, with no soft landings happening 
between 22 August 1976 and 14 December 
2013.

22 Aug. 1976 and 14 Dec. 2013



• All soft landings took place on the near side of the Moon until 3 
January 2019, when the Chinese Chang'e 4 spacecraft made 
the first landing on the far side of the Moon
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• A total of twelve men have landed on the Moon. This was 
accomplished with two US pilot-astronauts flying a Lunar Module on 
each of six NASA missions across a 41-month period starting 20 July 
1969, with Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin on Apollo 11, and ending 
on 14 December 1972 with Gene Cernan and Jack Schmitt on Apollo 
17. Cernan was the last man to step off the lunar surface.
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World Menstrual 
Hygiene Day
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• History:
• Started in 2013 by Germany-

based NGO WASH United.
• Initially launched as a 28-day 

social media campaign to raise 
awareness about menstruation.

• Positive response led to the 
establishment of Menstrual 
Hygiene Day on May 28, 2014.



• Theme:
• Theme for 2023: "Making 

menstruation a normal fact of life 
by 2030."



UPI Transactions Set to Dominate 
Indian Digital Payments Landscape 

by 2027



• According to a report by PwC India titled "The Indian Payments 
Handbook- 2022-27" Unified Payments Interface 
(UPI) transactions are projected to reach an impressive 
milestone of 1 billion per day by the fiscal year 2026-27.
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This growth surge is anticipated to account for 90% of retail digital 
payments in the country, solidifying UPI's position as the driving force 
behind India's digital payments revolution.

The report highlights that UPI already comprised approximately 75% of 
total transaction volume in the retail segment during the fiscal year 2022-
23.



Child Marriage-Free 
Campaign in 
Udaipur



The district administration in Udaipur, Rajasthan, in 
collaboration with NGOs, has launched a proactive 
campaign to combat child marriages in the district.

To facilitate reporting, a helpline number has been set 
up, ensuring the confidentiality of the callers' 
identities. 

As an incentive, individuals who report cases of child 
marriage will receive a cash prize of Rs 2,100.

https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/Paper2/non-governmental-organizations-ngos
https://www.drishtiias.com/printpdf/state-wide-crackdown-on-child-marriage


How prosperity fuels dowry 
demand in India



• A recent study has revealed that as prosperity and opportunities for 
men in India have improved, the demand for dowry has increased.

• The researchers examined more than 74,000 marriages in 
India between 1930 and 1999 to examine the evolution of dowry 
over time.



Key findings of the study about Dowry in India:

Economic growth perpetuates and boosts the practice of dowry 
payments in India

As men gain better education and higher-quality jobs, dowry amounts 
increase.

Dowry payments decrease as more women receive education in an area.



Promoting women’s education and increasing their participation 
in the workforce can potentially help reduce the prevalence of 
dowry.

Families refusing to pay dowry may end up with lower-quality 
grooms for their daughters, creating a strong economic incentive 
for grooms to accept dowry.

No correlation with caste-based factors: The practice of dowry 
began around the same time for both high and low-caste groups, 
indicating that caste-based factors do not solely explain its rise.



Status of Marriages in India:

Most Indian marriages are still arranged, and nearly all women marry by 
their late twenties.

Some 90% of the marriages studied until 1999 involved dowry

Nearly all marriages in India are monogamous

Less than 1% end in divorce

Parents play an important role in choosing the bride/groom



Over 90% of couples live with the husband’s family after 
marriage

More than 85% of women marry someone from outside 
their own village

Over 78% of marriages are within the same district



Consequences of the prevalence of the dowry system in India:

Financial Burden on the Bride’s Family

Abuse: Women are subjected to physical, emotional, and mental abuse if dowry demands are not 
met.

Norms: Reinforcement of patriarchal norms, treating women as inferior and perpetuating gender-
based discrimination.

Breakdown of Marriages: Dowry-related disputes and conflicts often lead to marital discord, 
separation, and even divorce.



Deaths: Cases of dowry deaths, suicides, and bride burning due to dowry disputes 
and harassment.

Financial dependence: Women’s lack of financial independence and control over 
their own resources, leads to dependency on their husbands.

Inequality: Preference for investing in dowry over girls’ education, limiting their 
opportunities for personal and professional growth.

Reinforcement of Harmful Stereotypes: Dowry perpetuates the notion that 
women are commodities to be bought, reinforcing harmful stereotypes in society.



• Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961 (Prohibits the giving or taking of 
dowry); Section 498A of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) (Criminalizes 
cruelty against married women); Mandatory requirement to 
report dowry-related offences to the police or concerned authorities.



Snowball effect

Source: Indian Express
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When the snowball starts to roll, it gets bigger and bigger, and that is what is happening with the Indian 
economy – the growth will lead to more investments, and more jobs leading to exponential growth in the 

coming years.

About the Snowball effect:

According to the World Economic Forum president India witnessing a ‘snowball effect’; set to see 
exponential growth in coming years.



Manufactured sand (M-Sand)

Source: BS
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The Rajasthan government has announced its support 
for the use of manufactured sand (M-Sand) as a cost-
effective and convenient alternative to river sand

. As per the M-Sand Rajasthan policy introduced in 
2021, it is mandatory to use at least 25% M-Sand in 
government construction projects.

M-Sand units have been granted industrial 
status, allowing them to benefit from the Rajasthan 
Industrial Promotion Scheme (RIPS) 2019, which 
includes subsidies and concessions on taxes and fees.



• What is M sand?
• M-Sand, or Manufactured Sand, is an alternative to natural river sand used in 

construction. It is produced by crushing rocks or quarry stones to obtain sand particles 
of consistent size and shape.

• Advantages:
• It has similar properties to natural sand, making it suitable for various construction 

purposes. It is cost-effective, readily available, and reduces the need for mining 
natural sand.

• It also requires less water for construction projects as it does not need to be washed 
before use.



Aspect M-Sand Natural Sand

Particle Shape Cubic form, enhancing bonding Flaky, sharp, and angular grains

Silt Content Zero silt content Silt content ranging from 3-
20%

Quality Control Manufactured in a controlled 
environment

No strict control, and 
variations in silt content

Concrete Strength High concrete strength Lower concrete strength

Availability Requires production and 
availability may vary

Naturally occurring, availability 
depends on the riverbed

Environmental Impact
Reduces the need for natural 
sand mining, repurposes waste 
materials

This can lead to environmental 
degradation, habitat 
destruction, and water scarcity

Cost-effectiveness
Can be more cost-effective as 
it can be produced in large 
quantities at a lower cost

Cost may vary based on 
availability and location













• With reference to the Indian Regional Navigation Satellite System (IRNSS), consider the following 
statements: ( UPSC 2018)

1. IRNSS has three satellites in geostationary and four satellites in geosynchronous orbits.
2. IRNSS covers the entire India and about 5500 sq. Km beyond its borders.

3. India will have its own satellite navigation system with full global coverage by the middle of 2019.
•
• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• (a) 1 only
• (b) 1 and 2 only

• (c) 2 and 3 only
• (d) None



• "The Indian Payments Handbook- 2022-27" Unified Payments 
Interface (UPI) transactions are projected to reach an impressive 
milestone of _______per day by the fiscal year 2026-27?

• A) 4 billion 
• B) 3 billion 
• C) 2 billion 
• D) 1 billion 
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• World Menstrual Hygiene Day is celebrated on ?

• A) 28th May 
• B) 29th May 
• C) 20th May 
• D) 18th may 



• The first human-made object to touch the Moon was the Soviet 
Union’s _____on 13 September 1959?

• A) Luna 1, 
• B) Luna 2, 
• C) Luna 3, 
• D) Luna 4
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Thank you 
guys, see you 
at 9 am 


