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All-in-one policy plan to
spread insurance in India

IRDA s devising an affordable uct covering health, i accident risks to give citizens
MEWS » PAGE 14 pr daim by linking death registries onto one industry platform

v

New DELEN Qo« rer drive for the uninsured
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e changes 1o

£ India's insurance reg- S
ulator’s plans fructify,
bouseholds across the

counary coulkd soon

to get an afordable single

policy that cavers health,

and even se-
cure value-added services
at the time of buying 2

I an ambitious bid o ox-
pand the poor Insurance
penesration in the country,
the
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and Development Authori-
ty (IRDA) is devising a pew  cuding legislative amend- that they are st

affordable bundled product
to give chizens protection
against muktiple risks, and
seeking to expedite claim
settlements by  linking
death registries anto 2 cam-
man indusy oem.
These Inkiatives are part
of a broader overhaul — in-
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ments to attract more in-
vestments through
dufferentiated licences for
niche players similar to the
banking sectar — with an
eve on malking insurance
“available, affordable and
accessible” to all citizens
with a “gram panchayat- to

dEstrict- to Statedevel” ap-
proach.

“UPI-like moment”
The regulaor believes
these changes could double
the pumber of jobs in the
sector to 1.2 crove.

IRDA chief Debasish
Panda sad on Thursday

create an
ment™ in insurance through
a plan worked out with gen-
eral and e Insurance firms
that  he “Bima
Trinity”.
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Erequency of
pawrolling has gone

up new

China is w0 e
pand the network pr i
aang (mod:

IAP six or seven km from
the LAC in the Middle Sec

tor, and, In some areas, the

frequency of patrolling has

Chinese are buslding villag-
es at a rapld pace, some-

es 300 1 400 houses
within 90 to 100 days, 2
source said. People’s Liber-
ation Army patrols have
been observed every 1S
days or sO as against once
In a seasom earlier, the
source said. Small patrols
are being seen in the Mana,
Neeti and TI
“Construction of a likely
border sectlement village

posts are coming up,
say sources

was seen northwest of
Tholing; a miltary com-
plex is under construction
close by Superstructures
of buildi both loca-
wons are c(v’l’llﬂktc. anoch-

of 41 dwelling units and
there are about 200 Inhab-
Itants from lh(‘ Menba et

said. There is 2
complex adjacent to the
village conststing of multi-
storey bulldings secured
by a perimeter wall with
CCTVs and watch towers,
the source added.
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All-in-one policy plan to
spread insurance in India

IRDA is devising an affordable product covering health, life, property, accident risks to give citizens

protection, expedite claim settlements by linking death registries onto one industry platform

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

ulator’s plans fructify,

households across the
country could soon be able
to get an affordable single
policy that covers health,
life, property and accident,
get their claims settled
within hours, and even se-
cure value-added services
at the time of buying a
policy.

In an ambitious bid to ex-
pand the poor insurance
penetration in the country,
the Insurance Regulatory
and Development Authori-
ty (IRDA) is devising a new
affordable bundled product
to give citizens protection
against multiple risks, and
seeking to expedite claim
settlements by linking
death registries onto a com-
mon industry platform.

These initiatives are part
of a broader overhaul - in-

l f India’s insurance reg-

Cover drive for the uninsured

The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority is driving multi-pronged changes to

expand citizens’ safety nets

m A new bundled
insurance product

and property cover
through a single,
simple policy

Bima Vistar to provide
life, health, accident

m A Bima Sugam
platform as a
one-stop shop
for customers,
integrating
insurers and
distributors

m Linking
digital death
registries to
platform so
claims can be
settled within
hours or a day

to sell value-
added services
with policies; for
example, a yoga

class bundled with a

health scheme

m Permitting insurers

= Women to
lead campaign
to spur
insurance
penetration

in each

Gram Sabha

&o

m Ropingin
States to form
insurance
committees
and expand
coverage
across districts

o

= Move will also allow smaller, micro and regional insurers to reach different strata of society

cluding legislative amend-
ments to attract more in-
vestments through
differentiated licences for
niche players similar to the
banking sector — with an
eye on making insurance
“available, affordable and
accessible” to all citizens
with a “gram panchayat- to

district- to State-level’ ap-
proach.

‘UPI-like moment’
The regulator believes
these changes could double
the number of jobs in the
sector to 1.2 crore.

IRDA chief Debasish
Panda said on Thursday

that they are striving to
create an “UPI-like mo-
ment” in insurance through
a plan worked out with gen-
eral and life insurance firms
that he termed “Bima
Trinity”.

CONTINUVED ON
» PAGE 12




Cover drive for the uninsured

The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority is driving multi-pronged changes to
expand citizens’ safety nets

m A new bundled m A Bima Sugam m Linking
insurance product platform as a digital death
Bima Vistar to provide one-stop shop registries to
life, health, accident for customers, platform so
and property cover integrating claims can be
through a single, insurers and settled within
simple policy distributors hours or a day
® Permitting insurers m Women to ® Ropingin

to sell value- lead campaign States to form
added services to spur insurance
with policies; for insurance committees
example, a yoga penetration and expand
class bundled with a in each coverage
health scheme Gram Sabha across districts

m Move will also allow smaller, micro and regional insurers to reach different strata of society



* Insurance penetration in India has risen steadily from 2.7%
in 2000 to 4.2% in 2020 and was 3.2% in 2021, as per the
Economic Survey 2022-23 released on January 31, 2023.



Tribal communities in India constitute a significant portion of the

country's population, accounting for approximately 8.9%.

Out of the total Schedule Tribe population, approximately 2.6 million (2.5%) belong
to “Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups” (PVTGs) known as the “Primitive Tribes” - the
most disadvantaged of all the Schedule Tribe communities.

They are spread across various states, with higher concentrations in
states like Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, Chhattisgarh,
Rajasthan, the NER states and the Andaman & Nicobar Islands



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/particularly-vulnerable-tribal-groups

Certain tribal communities in India are recognized as
under Article 342 of the

e They are entitled to special provisions and safeguards for their social, economic, educational,
and political development.

Their interests are safeguarded by various laws and policies such as
the 5t and 6gh Scheduled areas, - and the

They also have representation in the and State Legislatures
through reserved seats.

e Draupadi Murmu is India’s first tribal President.



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/national-commission-for-scheduled-tribes-2
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/national-commission-for-scheduled-tribes-2
https://www.drishtiias.com/printpdf/preamble-to-the-indian-constitution
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/tribal-forest-rights
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/pesa-act-2
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/pesa-act-2
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/Paper2/parliament-part-i
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/draupadi-murmu
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/indian-presidential-election

 Tribal communities in India face multiple challenges and
disadvantages in terms of poverty, illiteracy, malnutrition,
health, employment, infrastructure, and human rights.

« They lag behind the national average on various indicators of human
development such as income, education, health, sanitation, and gender
equality.

» They also face discrimination, exploitation, displacement, and
violence from non-tribal people and institutions. They have limited

access to resources and opportunities for their empowerment and
participation.



« Way Forward

« Addressing the disparity in health-seeking behavior and health-care
delivery among tribal populations.

» Recognizing and acknowledging the services provided by traditional
healers in tribal communities.

 Empowering tribal communities through health literacy programs to
enable them to make informed decisions about their health.

» Implementing targeted recruitment and retention strategies to attract
healthcare professionals to tribal regions. And Investing in
the development of road networks, transportation facilities, and
communication networks to enhance connectivity.



 Every year, a month long ecologically important
campaign/festival is held during which certain
communities/tribes plant saplings of fruit-bearing trees. Which
of the following are such communities/ tribes? (2014)

* (@) Bhutia and Lepcha
(b) Gond and Korku
(c) Irula and Toda
(d) Sahariya and Agariya



* The provisions in Fifth Schedule and Sixth Schedule in the
Constitution of India are made in order to (2015)

* (@) protect the interests of Scheduled Tribes
(b) determine the boundaries between States
(c) determine the powers, authority and responsibilities of
Panchayats

(d) protect the interests of all the border States






If a particular area is brought under the Fifth Schedule of the Constitution of

India, which one of the following statements best reflects the consequence of
it? (2022)

(a) This would prevent the transfer of land of tribal people to non-tribal people.
(b) This would create a local self-governing body in that area.

(c) This would convert that area into a Union Territory.

(d) The State having such areas would be declared a Special Category State.
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Why do judges recuse themselves?

What is meant

e Court

the plea as an amempe ©
indulge in ‘bench hunting'. Stmilary, a
few weeks ago, the Chie Justice of ndia
rejected
seeking his recissal from hearing petitions
nsd.mg lesﬂ recognition urs.-me e

Why do judges recuse?
Whenever there is a potential conflict of
nteresz, a judge can withdraw from a case
to prevent the perception that the judge

w . This
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fear or favous, affecti
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Delhi High Court judge Justice Anup
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‘hisnself from accused Asif Igbal
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=
withdraw from a case. While judges have
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UN observes the
diamond jubilee of UN
peacekeeping

years. The UN has sent more
7 than two million peacekeepers

to help countries move away
from conflict, with successes in Liberia and

Cambodia. A ceremony will honour 4,200
peacekeepers who died since 1948. ap
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UN Security Council



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-analysis/united-nation-security-council

* India and UNPKF:

* India is among the nations that send the most troops to
the United Nations Peacekeeping Forces.

« Example: India is the second-highest military and fifth-highest
police contributing country to the United Nations Organization
Stabilization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo
(MONUSCO).



UN Peacekeeping operations.

"blue helmets"

e Blue Helmets are the military personnel of the UN that work alongside the UN Police and civilian colleagues to
promote “stability, security, and peace processes”.


https://www.drishtiias.com/printpdf/indian-peacekeepers-in-south-sudan
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/the-international-day-of-un-peacekeepers




The Biggest Contributors To
UN Peacekeeping Operations

Main contributors of uniformed personnel to
UN peacekeeping operations as of March 31, 2021"

copt S I 5o
Indonesia Q _ 2,792
china@ 2469
Ghana _ 2,283

* Unformed personnel constitute mission experts,
police units, staff officers and troops.

Source: United Nations

@O statista %a



INDIA'S CONTRIBUTION IN

GLOBAL PEACEKEEPING

More than 2 lakh Indian's have
served for 49 out of 71 peacekeeping
missions conducted by the United
Nations over the past 70 years.

India has contributed more
number of peacekeeper than any
other country in the world.

India, Bangladesh, Pakistan,
Ethiopia and Rawanda contribute
the largest amount of peacekeepers
in the world. They provide 35% of
the total peacekeepers in the world.

PSCNOTES.IN




Which Asian country provides the most troops

for the UN peacekeeping mission?

The UN’s peacekeeping force is dominated by froops from Asian countries, with India, Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Nepal currently contributing the largest number of peacekeepers.

INDIA
PAKISTAN
BANGLADESH
NEPAL
INDONESIA
CHINA
MONGOLIA
MALAYSIA
CAMBODIA
SOUTH KOREA
SRI'LANKA
JAPAN
PHILIPPINES
BHUTAN
AUSTRALIA
BRUNEI
THAILAND

950

808
864
628
509
272
142
43

39
29
20

VIETNAM |5
MYANMAR 4

Compiled by: ANN/DataLEADS

2,867
2,639

TOTAL UN

PEACEKEEPING

TROOP

100,950

5,131

741
| 1,161
6,772

=IEien

Source: Uniled Nations




Mission

Korea(1950-54)

Indo-China(1954-70)

Middle East (1956-67)

Cambodia(1992-1993)

Lebanon(Since 1998)

Sudan(Since 2005)

Details
To facilitate withdrawal of sick and wounded in Korea

India provided an Infantry Battalion and supporting staff for control of Indo-China comprising three
states of Vietham, Cambodia and Laos. Tasks

included monitoring, ceasefire and repatriation of prisoners of war, among other

United Nations Emergency Force (UNEF), where for first timearmed troop contingents were deployed.
India’s contribution was an infantry battalion and other support elements

Was set up to supervise ceasefire, disarm
combatants, repatriate refugees and monitor conduct of free and fair elections

The current situation in the Mission is tense and volatile due to the crises in Syria. And India has provided
One infantry battalion group, along with hospital staff for the mission

The latest political developments in the Mission led to widespread inter-tribe violence and large
displacement of locals.. The current situation continues to be highly volatile and sporadic clashes between
the tribes are being reported regularly

India has contributed two Infantry Battalion groups, and Engineering assistance
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Two more cheetah cubs die
at Kuno Park; one unwell
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Two more cheetah cubs die
at Kuno Park; one unwell

Experts say it could be due to extreme heat, inadequate nourishment; one cub died on Tuesday;

the remaining cub born to translocated Namibian cheetah is underweight and under observation

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

wo more cheetah
I I Icubs died and one
is unwell at the Ku-

no National Park (KNP) in
Madhya Pradesh. One cub
died on Tuesday.

The extreme heat and
the lack of adequate nutri-
tion have likely contribut-
ed to the death of the two-
month-old cubs, say ex-
perts associated with the
cheetah reintroduction
project. With this, only one
cub of the litter of four
born to the Namibian chee-
tah Jwala is now alive.

3 adult cheetahs dead
Three adult cheetahs died
since 20 of the animals
were relocated from Nami-
bia and South Africa to the
park, in an experiment at
establishing a community
of cheetahs.

On May 23, following
the death of one of the
cubs in the morning, a
team of veterinarians ob-
served that the remaining
three were unwell.

“It was extremely hot,
close to 46-47 degrees Cel-
sius, and the cubs are en-
tirely reliant on their moth-
er for nutrition. The three

Cheetah deaths at Kuno

Three adult cheetahs and three cubs died since 20 of the big
cats were relocated from Namibia and South Africa to the

Kuno National Park

el A A
- )

Cheetah Date of Reason

death
Sasha March 27 | Kidney ailment
Uday April 23 Cardiopulmonary failure
Daksha May 9 Injury from a violent interaction
Three cubs born May 23 Weakness/ extreme weather
to Jwala

ailing cubs were imme-
diately taken from their
mother and given palliative
care. Unfortunately, two
more died that evening it-
self,” J.S. Chauhan, Chief
Wildlife Warden, Madhya
Pradesh, told The Hindu.
These two deaths were,
however, made public only
on Thursday.

“The third cub is now
under observation. She is
underweight and our plan

is to take care of it for at
least a month, till it reach-
es its expected weight. In
the past two days, she re-
covered well, though still
unwell,” Mr. Chauhan said.

After a month, wildlife
officials will attempt reun-
iting the cub with its
mother.

Cheetah cubs, in the
wild, reportedly have a sur-
vival rate of 10% with
roughly the same fraction

making it to adulthood, a
press release from the En-
vironment Ministry noted
on Wednesday.

‘Weakest of big cats’
Qamar Qureshi, scientist at
the Wildlife Institute of In-
dia, Dehradun, said India’s
cheetah  reintroduction
plan was premised on hav-
ing the animals establish a
sustainable population un-
der wild conditions.

“Cheetahs have a natu-
rally high mortality and are
the weakest of the big cats.
We only intervene under
extreme conditions and in
this case, the animals were
bonding and following
their mother around. In
nature, births and death
are inevitable,” he told The
Hindu. “So far, what we
have observed isn’t too far
out of the ordinary,” said
Dr. Qureshi, who is in-
volved with the cheetah
programme.

Jwala, the adult female,
was a “hand-reared” chee-
tah from Namibia and this
was her first litter of cubs.
“It’s also possible that she
was inexperienced and un-
able to nourish all the cubs
adequately. Add to that the
extreme heat,” Mr. Chau-
han added.



New committee
to keep watch on
cheetah project

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

Following the death of
three cheetah cubs this
week, the Centre on Thurs-
day appointed a new steer-
ing committee, comprising
national and international
experts, to oversee the im-
plementation of Project
Cheetah.

The cubs were born to a
translocated =~ Namibian
cheetah at the Kuno Na-
tional Park in Madhya Pra-
desh in March 2023.

The 11-member Cheetah
Project Steering Commit-
tee will be led by Rajesh
Gopal, secretary-general,
Global Tiger Forum and
formerly of the India For-
est Service and closely as-
sociated with Project Tiger.

Field visits

The committee’s mandate
is to monitor the progress
of the cheetah reintroduc-
tion programme and ad-
vise the Madhya Pradesh
Forest Department and the
National Tiger Conserva-
tion Authority; to decide
on opening up the cheetah
habitat for eco-tourism
and, suggest regulations in
this regard, and to suggest
ways to involve the local
community in the project
activities.

International and
national experts are
part of the panel
formed in the wake
of Kuno cub deaths

The committee will be
in force for two years and
will convene at least one
meeting every month, be-
sides conducting field vi-
sits to the Kuno National
Park.

The members include
scientists from the Wildlife
Institute of India, Dehra-
dun; some experts from
the NTCA; and the Madhya
Pradesh Forest
Department.

Also on the committee
are international experts,
including Adrian Tordiffe,
veterinary wildlife special-
ist, University of Pretoria,
South Africa; Laurie Mark-
er, Cheetah Conservation
Fund, Namibia; Andrew
John Fraser, Farm Olieven-
bosch, South Africa; and
Vincent van dan Merwe,
manager, Cheetah Meta-
population Project, The
Metapopulation Initiative,
South Africa.

Several of the interna-
tional experts have been
involved in the cheetah
translocation project from
Namibia and South Africa.
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Kerala, TN, Telangana top
states in Covid year, Delhi
worst UT: Health index

NITI Aayog report was to be out by
Dec 2022, not been made public yet
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Kerala, TN, Telangana top
states in Covid year, Delhi
worst UT: Health index

NITI Aayog report was to be out by
Dec 2022, not been made public yet

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, MAY 25

THE THREE southern states of
Kerala, Tamil Nadu and
Telangana emerged as the top
performers among the 'larger
states'in the NITI Aayog's annual
'health index’ for the Covid year
of 2020-21, The Indian Express
has learnt. While Tripura was the
best among the 'smaller states’,

Delhi ranked at the bottom of the
Union territories' list.

The annual health index,
which measures the perform-
ance of states and UTs on a
“weighted composite score in-
corporating 24 health perform-
ance indicators”, was launched
by the NITI Aayog in 2017. The
Aayog brings out the index in
collaboration with the Union
Health Ministry and World Bank.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 4




e Kerala, TN, Telangana top states in Covid yr: Report

While the 2020-21 (fifth)
healthindex report was supposed
tobereleased by December2022,
it has not been made public yet.
The NITI Aayog is learnt to have
shared the report — Healthy States
Progressive India Report on the
Ranks of States and Union
Territories — with the Health
Ministry.

When contacted,a NITI Aayog
official said the report would be
“released in due course”.

The healthindex assesses states
and UTs on two parameters — in-
cremental performance (year-on-
year progress)and overall perform-
ance. The states and UTs —
categorised separately as ‘larger
states’, ‘smaller states’ and UTs —
are then ranked based on their
scores.

Among the 19 ‘larger states’,
Kerala, Tamil Nadu and Telangana
have emerged as the top three
performers, occupying first, sec-
ond and third place respectively,
in terms of overall performance.
Bihar (19th), Uttar Pradesh (18th)
and Madhya Pradesh(17th)areat
the bottom of the list.

In terms of incremental per-
formance, Rajasthan, Uttarakhand
and Odisha emerged as the top
three performers in 2020-21, as
compared to their performancein

2019-20.

Among the eight smaller
states, Tripura has recorded the
best overall performance, fol-
lowed by Sikkim and Goa;

Arunachal Pradesh (6th),
Nagaland (7th)and Manipur (8th)
are at the bottom.

And among the eight UTs,
Lakshadweep has beenranked as
the top performer in terms of
overall performance, while Delhi
ranked at the bottom.

In the last (fourth) health in-
dex report for 2019-20, released
onDecember 27,2021, Keralaand
Tamil Nadu were ranked as top
overall performers among the
larger states. Telangana, Uttar
Pradesh and Assam were the top
three states in terms of annual in-
cremental performance.

Among smaller states,
Mizoram, Tripura and Sikkim took
the top three slots in terms of
overall performance, while
Manipur (6th), Arunachal Pradesh
(7th) and Nagaland (8th) were at
the bottom in 2019-20. Among
the UTs, Dadra and Nagar Haveli
and Daman and Diu were at the
top, while Andaman & Nicobar
Islands was last.

According to a statement is-
sued by the NITI Aayog on
December 27,2021, the healthin-

dexisan“annual tool to assess the
performance” of states and UTs.
“Itis a weighted composite index
based on 24 indicators grouped
under thedomains of ‘health out-
comes’, ‘governance and informa-
tion’, and ‘key inputs/ processes’.
Each domain has been assigned
weight based on its importance
with higher score for outcome in-
dicators,” it said.

The ‘health outcomes’include
indicators like neonatal mortality
rate, total fertility rate, sex ratio at
birth, immunisation coverage,
proportion of institutional deliv-
eries, total case notificationrate of
tuberculosis, and proportion of
people living with HIV on anti-
retroviral therapy. The ‘key inputs/
processes’ is a measure of health
infrastructure available, including
proportion of functional 24X7 pri-
mary healthcare centres, districts
with functional cardiac care units,
and vacancies in healthcare
provider positions.

The ‘governance and infor-
mation’ domainincludes indica-
tors like proportion of institu-
tional deliveries, average
occupancy (in months) of three
key posts at state level, average
occupancy (in months) of the
chief medical officer, and days
taken for fund transfer.



NITI Aayog

Government Agency overview

Formed

Preceding
Government
Agency

Jurisdiction
Headquarters

Annual budget

Government
Agency
executives

Parent
Government
Agency

1 January 2015; 8 years
ago

Planning Commission

Government of India
New Delhi

7400.65 crores (US$48+
million) (2020-21)("]
including Ministry of
Planning

Narendra Modi,
Chairperson

Suman K. Berry, Vice
Chairperson

B. V. R. Subrahmanyam,
CEO

Ministry of Planning




What are the Initiatives of NITI Aayog?

SDG India Index

Composite Water Management Index

Atal Innovation Mission

SATH Project.

Aspirational District Programme

School Education Quality Index
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https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/best-practices-in-the-performance-of-district-hospitals-niti-aayog
https://www.drishtiias.com/state-pcs-current-affairs/uttar-pradesh-in-niti-aayog-health-index-2021
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/ease-of-doing-agri-business-index
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/india-innovation-index-2020-niti-aayog
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/women-transforming-india-awards-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/good-governance-index-2021

KHELO INDIA UNIVERSITY GAMES INAUGURATED

New era dawned in last 9 years, sport
now seen as attractive profession: PM

MAULSHREE SETH
LUCKNOW,MAY 25

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi
Thursday said that in the past
nine years,anew sporting era has
dawned that is empowering the
society through the medium of
sport. Modi was speaking after
virtually inaugurating the 'Khelo
India University Games' through
video conferencing.
Reminding the gathering
about the controversy-hit 2010
Commonwealth Games during
the tenure of the erstwhile UPA
government, the PM alleged that
lack of interest by the previous
government at the Centre to de-
velop sports infrastructure led to
apprehension among sportsper-
sons and their families about
taking up sports asa careerin the
past. Modi added that he is
happy that this situation has
changed now and claimed that
sportspersons, especially alarge
number of women, are partici-
pating and excelling in sports.
He also assured sportsper-
sons that the Government would
stand with them in every step.
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Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath at Khelo India event that was virtually
inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, in Lucknow on Thursday. Express

Modisaid, “In the past 9 years,
anew eraof sports beganin India
thatis not justabout making India
anew power in sports but alsois

an era of empowering society

through the medium of sports.
Pointing out that this edition

of the Games would conclude in

his parliamentary constituency,
Varanasi, the PM added that
nearly 4,000 sportspersons are
participating.



Abbreviation KIUG
First event 2020, in Bhubaneswar, Odisha
Occur every Annual

Purpose Multi-sport events across
Indian universities

Headquarters New Delhi

Organisations Ministry of Youth Affairs and
Sports

Website Khelo India University
Games



Khelo India University Games

Start End 1st Team 2nd Team 3rd Team
Edition | Year Host(s) b D Sports | Gold — I - =
ate ate T | & T | ® @ | T
_ _ Panjab Savitribai Phule Punjabi
Kallnga e 29 1 1] University, Pune University, University,
I 2020 | Industrial Technology, Febriiary | lMarch 17 | 206 Chandigarh MEbs e Punjab
Odisha
46 17 |19 10 37 | 17 M 9 (3313 | 6 | 14
2021 | school Of Engineering Postponed due to COVID-19 pandemic
and Technology - Jain o Lovely Professional Panjab
Urniverst Jain University, ) _ , _
Il | 2022 y: 24 April | 3May | 20 | 257l i University, University,
Karnataka Punjab Chandigarh
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* The 10-day multi-sport-event will be held in Lucknow, Varanasi,
Greater Noida and Gorakhpur in Uttar Pradesh. Shooting events
will be heldin Delhi.

 The third edition of the Khelo India:University Games will feature
around 4,000 athletes from some 200 Universities from across the
country. All athletes will be in'the under-27 category and will vie
for medals in 21 sports. Rewing is making its KIUG debut.



* The Babu Banarasi Das University in Lucknow will be converted into a
Sports Village for the duration of the Khelo India University Games
2023.

e Swimmer of Jain University won the most number of
individual medals — seven golds and two silvers — at KIUG 2021.


https://olympics.com/en/news/who-is-siva-sridhar-indian-swimmer

Germany, world’s fourth largest
economy, shdes into recession

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BERLIN, MAY 25

THE GERMAN economy shrank
unexpectedly in the first three
months of this year, marking the
second quarter of contraction that
is one definition of recession.
Data released Thursday by
the Federal Statistical Office
shows Germany’s gross domes-
tic product, or GDP, declined by
0.3% in period from January to
March. This follows a drop of 0.5%
in world’s fourth biggest econ-
omy during last quarter of 2022.
Two consecutive quarters of

EXPLAINED

Problem
@ forpower

THE FIGURES are a blow
to the government, which
last month doubled its
growth forecast for 2023
after a feared winter en-
ergy crunch failed. It said
the economy would grow
by 04% — froma 0.2% hike
predicted in January —a
forecast that may need to
be revised downward.

contraction is a common defini-
tion of recession, though econo-
mists on the euro area business
cycle dating committee use
broader data set, including em-
ployment figures. Germanyisone
of 20 countries that use Euro.

Employment in the country
rose in the first quarter and infla-
tion has eased, but higher interest
rates will keep weighing on
spending and investment, said
Franziska Palmas, senior Europe
economist for Capital Economics.

Economists said high infla-
tion hit consumer spending,
with prices in April 7.2% higher
than a year ago.



"MOVE TO PROCURE MILK FROM THE STATE SEEN AS A THREAT TO LOCAL BRAND AAVIN |
Utterly bitterly fight over Amul, this time in Tamil Nadu

SAJAN C KUMAR, ABHINAY
KUMAR & VIVEAT SUSAN PINTO
Chennai/Ahmedabad/Mumbai,
May 25

AMUL, THE COUNTRY'S top dairy
brand, is caught in the centre of a
storm onceagain, followingits move
to procure milk from Tamil Nadu
(TN). Last month, Amul, which is
marketed by the Gujarat Co-opera-
tive Milk Marketing Federation
(GCMMF), had stirred up a contro-
versy after it entered the Bengaluru
market,which isdominated bylocal
brand Nandini from the Karnataka
Milk Federation.

While in TN, Amul has been sell-
ing its products for some time
through local outlets, the move to
procure milk from thestate,usingits

m But the move to procure milk,

using its multi-state co-operative

licence, from the stateis a first

mIn aletter, Stalin urged Union

minister Amit Shah to ask dairy major
to ease milk procurement in the state

multi-state co-operative licence is a
first.Fearing that Amul’sentryin TN
would be detrimental tolocal brand
Aavin, state’s chief minister MK
Stalin on Thursday asked Union

home minister Amit Shah,whoalso
holds the co-operative portfolio, to
ask the dairy major to cease milk
procurement in the state.
“Ithascometoournoticethatthe

Kaira District Cooperative Milk Pro-
ducers’ Union (Amul) has utilised its
multi-state co-operative licence to
install chilling centresand a process-
ingplantin the Krishnagiri district.It

hasplanned to procure milk through
farmer producer organisations
(FPOs) and self-help groups in and
around Krishnagiri,Dharmapuri,Vel-
lore,Ranipet, Tirupathur, Kancheep-
uram and Tiruvallur districts in our
state,” Stalin said in a letter to Shah.
This, he said, could hurt Aavin as
itwould resultin an unhealthy com-
petition between the co-operatives.
“Regional co-operatives have been
thebedrock of dairy developmentin
the states.They are better equipped
to interact with and support pro-
ducers, as well as to protect con-
sumers from arbitrary price
increases,”hesaid,adding that cross-
procurement was against the spirit
of the co-operative movement.
Jayen Mehta, MD, GCMME, said
there was no threat to local brands

with their milk procurement in TN,
“Idon’tknowwhat theissueisabout.
But the idea is to co-exist, not com-
pete with co-operatives,” he said.

Speaking to FE, Ashwin Chaud-
hary,senior manager, milk procure-
ment, project and vigilance, Dudh-
sagar Dairy, which is one of the 21
district milk cooperatives of
GCMME, said there was no issue of
unhealthy competition.

“How can the increasingnumber
of players in an industry create
unhealthy competition? Rather it
will give the farmers the opportunity
to choose the cooperative which is
giving them a better price.And as
get it, this is what is called healthy
competition,”he said.

Continued on Page 9



TVS' R Dinesh is new CIl president,
ITC chief Puri president-designate

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, May 25

TVS SUPPLY CHAIN Solutions
executivevice chairman RDinesh
has assumed office as president
of CII for 2023-24, the industry
body said on Thursday. He takes
over from Sanjiv Bajaj, CMD, Bajaj
Finserv.

ITC CMD Sanjiv Puri takes over as
president-designate, while Ernst
& Young’s India region chairman |
Rajiv Memani takes over as vice
president for 2023-24.

CII elected the new office- X : : : o :
bearers for the year on Thursday. and (right) ITC chairman and managing director Sanjiv Puri




Abbreviation

Predecessor

Formation

Type

Purpose
Headquarters
Coordinates
Area served

Services

Members

President

Director
General

Employees

Cll

Confederation of
Engineering Industry

1895; 128 years ago

Non-governmental trade
association

Policy advocacy

New Delhi, India
28°35'09.5"N 77°13'36.0"E
Worldwide

Business promotion,
networking, policy reforms

Direct 9,000+
Indirect 3,00,000

Sanijiv Bajajl']

Chandrajit Banerjeel']

1100+



PBR and Biodiversity
Management in India



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/pbr-and-biodiversity-management-in-india
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/pbr-and-biodiversity-management-in-india

The National Campaign for Updation and Verification of People's
Biodiversity Register (PBR) was launched in Goa, marking a
significant milestone in the documentation and preservation

of India’'s rich biological diversity. It was organised by the Union
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change.

Till now, 2,67,608 PBRs have been prepared in the country.


https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/biodiversity-management-committees
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/biodiversity-management-committees
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/making-india-a-biodiversity-champion

* What is the People's Biodiversity Register?

 About:

* The People's Biodiversity Register serves as
a comprehensive record of various aspects of
biodiversity, including conservation of habitats,
preservation of land races, folk varieties, and
cultivars, domesticated stocks and breeds of animals,
and micro-organisms.

 Biodiversity Management Committees (BMC) are
created as per the Biological Diversity Act 2002 for
promoting conservation, sustainable use, and
documentation of biological diversity.



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/biodiversity-management-committees
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper3/biological-diversity-act-2002

* Importance:

* |t helps in conserving biodiversity, which is key to maintaining
palance in nature. It also enables local communities to share the
penefits derived from genetic resources and associated traditional
knowledge.

* |t supports the implementation of the provisions of the Biological
Diversity Act 2002, which aims to regulate access to biological
resources and ensure fair and equitable benefit sharing.

 Being a bottom-up exercise, it is also a means of understanding
the overlap of cultural and natural biodiversity.




* It aligns with the concept of “Lifestyle for the
Environment (LiFE)”, introduced by the Indian Prime
Minister at COP26 in Glasgow.



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/lifestyle-for-the-environment-life-movement
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/lifestyle-for-the-environment-life-movement
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-editorials/cop26-achievements-and-scope




Challenges related to Introduction of Global Warming and Choking Marine

Biodiversity Invasive Species Climate Change Biodiversity
Conservation:



What is the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)?

The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) was negotiated and signed by nations
at the in Brazil on June 5, 1992.

e The convention came into force on December 29, 1993. India became a party to the convention
on February 18, 1994. At the present, there are 196 Parties to this Convention.

CBD is a legally binding treaty and has 3 main objectives:



https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper3/environmental-conventions-climate-change

ealth for All: WH



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/health-for-all-who

Recently, the WHO in its 76" World Health Assembly (WHA) has released a
report titled- “Health for All: Transforming economies to deliver what
matters”, recommending a roadmap to link health with sustainable growth.

The 76th WHA was held in Geneva, Switzerland and the theme was - “WHO
at 75: Saving Lives, Driving Health for All”.

The report was launched by the WHO Council on the Economics of Health
(WCEH) for All, which was formed in November 2020 in response to
the COVID



https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/world-health-organization-who

» What are the Highlights of the Report?
» Covid-19 a Global Failure:

 Shortage of Health Workers

» Climate Change

» Health Expenditure

» Health as a Human Right
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https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/advancements-in-sodium-ion-batteries
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/advancements-in-sodium-ion-batteries
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1924518

 Recently, Indian scientists have made a significant
breakthrough in the development of
by creating new cathode materials that offer high
performance, cost-effectiveness, and environmental stability.

» This advancement addresses the challenges of air/water-
instability and structural-cum-electrochemical instability in
Sodium-transition-metal-oxide (Na-TM-Oxide) based cathode
materials, leading to the production of stable and efficient
energy storage systems.


https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/sodium-ion-battery
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/sodium-ion-battery

e |t is responsible for the electrochemical reactions that allow the flow of
electrical current.

e They exhibit high electrochemical cyclic stability and stability upon
exposure to air/water.



« Sodium-ion batteries are currently emerging as a potential alternative
to current due to their lower cost,
higher availability, and reduced impact on the environment.


https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-analysis/lithium-ion-technology
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https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/25/changathi-literacy-examination/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/literacy-project-brings-migrant-workers-closer-to-malayalam/article66889513.ece

* The Literacy Mission in Thrissur organized the Changathi literacy
examination, aiming to teach migrant workers to read and write
Malayalam and Hindi. A total of 92 labourers attended the examination.

 The Changathi project addresses the exclusion faced by migrant workers in
Kerala by enabling them to understand the socio-cultural aspects of the
state. The examination was based on the specially prepared
textbook “Hamari Malayalam,” covering topics such as hygiene, health,
values, and workers’ rights.



India-Bangladesh rail link

Source: TH


https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/25/india-bangladesh-rail-link/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-offers-key-railway-and-it-infrastructure-to-bangladesh-to-strengthen-bilateral-ties/article66885701.ece

* The Indian Ministry of Railways has handed over 20 Broad Gauge
locomotives to Bangladesh to support the increasing volume of
passenger and freight train operations.

e Currently, three pairs of passenger trains operate between
. These are:

* Kolkata-Dhaka: Maitree Express
* Kolkata-Khulna: Bandhan Express
* New Jalpaiguri- Dhaka: Mitali Express


https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/04/25/sansad-tv-india-bangladesh-relations/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/04/25/sansad-tv-india-bangladesh-relations/

* Other train links between India and its neighbouring countries:
* India-Nepal: Janakpur-Jaynagar Railway (Jaynagar-Kurtha)

* India-Pakistan: Thar Express (Jodhpur-Karachi) (suspended
indefinitely)

* India-Myanmar: The India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway
(Under construction)
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https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/25/ai-supercomputer-airawat/
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1926942

The Al
supercomputer ‘AIRAWAT, Significance: This recognition
located at C-DAC in Pune, India, places India among the top Al

has achieved a ranking of 75th supercomputing nations
in the world on the Top 500 globally.
Global Supercomputing List.




Maximum

Supercomputers in India

Previous Al supercomputer ranking

China has the maximum number of
supercomputers globally, followed by the United
States, Japan, France, Germany, Netherlands,
Ireland, and the United Kingdom.

India’s first supercomputer was PARAM 8000.
It was followed by PARAM Shivay, PARAM
Shakti, PARAM Brahma, PARAM Yukti, and
PARAM Sanganak, installed at various
institutions in India.

In 2020, PARAM Siddhi, the High-Performance
Computing-Artificial Intelligence (HPC-AI)
supercomputer, achieved a global ranking

of 62nd among the Top 500 most powerful
supercomputer systems in the world.


https://www.insightsonindia.com/science-technology/robotics/artificial-intelligence-and-robotics/

P” Gk E-Book or PDFs

BY BHUNESH SIR

@ Bilingual language with amazing pdf content of all subjects
like History, Polity, Geography, Economics, Science, and Static gk.

@ Important for UPSC, SSC, Bank, Railways, PCS, Defence,
teaching, and Police Exams.

® More than 70 % of GS/GK Questions will come in the exam.

® Arranged GK Youtube videos in proper order

ithout ads.
o - Course Fee:

® Topic-wise Gk questions. Z 999/~ ¥ 499/-
@ One Pdf will be delivered in a day so that you can
revise & take the test related to it.

(Till 23 May Only)

STARTDATE-21MAY



Preparation < Bhunesh sir Gk E-Book or PDFs

All Common Exams  ALP Group D Gk E-Book

@ or PDFs
' ‘ BY BHUNESH SIR

@ Bilingual language with amazing pdf

content of all subjects like History, Polity,
E f— B o O k Geography, Economics, Science, and Static gk.
© Important for UPSC, SSC, Bank, Railways,
PCS, Defence, teaching, and Police Exams.
Email / Mobile No. or PDFs

© More than 70 % of GS/GK Questions
G signinwith Google BY BHUNESH SIR

will come in the exam.

© Arranged GK Youtube videos in proper
order without ads.

© Topic-wise Gk questions.

© One Pdf will be delivered in a day so that
you can revise & take the test related to it.

Need Help ? Course Fee:

T 900/~ T 499/~

Create or Login
vour Account

5 Q (Tin 23 may Only)

About Course




Indian Economy Introduction by Public @ &
Bhunesh Sir

Upload PDF Wy

E v e r l I u s s [l Let's check your prepration with practice tests
‘ Introduction to economics  Attempt

Boost your prepration with Online Test Series




& = © o @& skill24.study =

Qs 7849841445 © Crown Plaza, Vaishali Nagar Jaipur (© Mon - Sat: 10:00 - 19:00 2

& Login / Registration Follow

iy skill24 COURSES v

Classical Education

For The Future...

Add a new skill to your CV.. "It is possible to fly without motors, but not

without knowledge and skill."

LET'S START YOUR PREPRATION —




/4
Skill24

/

I skill24 ?
[\

BEGINNER TO ADVANCE &84 |

LET'S START TO LEARN ™= )\

English Speaking Course By Carol Personality Development Course By French Speaking Course By Mansi

Ma'am Nadeem Sir Ma'am

/
skill24 skill24 ;

MOST IN DEMAND SKILL jses| MOST IN DEMAND SKILL |

4
Skill24

PREPARE TO BECOME A

PowerPoint Presentation By Rohit Digital Marketing Course By Real Estate Professional Knowledge
Sir Khushboo Ma'am By Arun Sir

4 = / /
Skill24 ‘ : skill2a ‘, skill24

e e BECOME AN EXPERT IN \ 3% LEARN PREMIERE PRO

Node]S Step by Step Basic to Financial Accounting By Video Editing Basic to Advance By
Advance By Puran Sir Madhusudan Sir Khyati Ma'am

% / 7 /
N skill24 N skill24 ¥20999
(4]
B

LET'S START TO LEARN LET'S START TO LEARN =

1
Skill24

BECOME A MASTER IN

Graphic Designing Basic to Software Engineering course Cyber Security Course

Advance By Khyati Ma'am



nank you
guys, see you
tomorrow




