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New Parliament to house

19 Opposition

parties

to boycott Parl

democracy, they say

NEW DELHI

eclaring their in-
| ) e
the Inauguraton

of the new Parliament. 19

joine statement on Wed-
pesday saying there was no
value In a new bullding
when the “soul of democ-

racy has been sucked out The signatories are the
from Parliament ™ Congress, Dravida Munine-
ry objection  tra Kaz . Asm Aadmi
s against Prime Minkster  Parcy. Trinamool  Con
2 gress, Janaa Dal (Unmtd).
alist Congress P
Shiv Sema (UBD, CPIOE

) Party.
Rashtriya Janaca Dal.

Murmu”, which the Oppo-

Caught In a storm: & view of the new Parl
COMINg Up NEst to the eesting Partiament in New Delhi nY. woORTHY

iament

inauguration by PM

Sidelining the President not only a grave insult but also a direct assault on
iju Janata Dal, YSR Congress to attend May 28 event

ament bulding. right,

v, Rashtriya Lok
Dul M‘lr\’lul-nrchub arvida

Kazhagam, and
the Viduchaiai Chiruthalgal
Katchs.

The Biju Janata Dal and
the ¥SR Congress Party
said they \-ulld antend the
event on S

sceptre that symbolised
transfer of power in 1947

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will mszall the Sengol,
a sceptre ghven by the Brit
ish to India's first Prime Mi
nister Jawaharlal Nehru to
represent the transfer of

ower i 1947, i the new
Parliament buiking, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
said on T

The s:eprlm. kepe in a
museum in Prayagraj, for-
merly Allahabad, will be in-
stalled near the podium of
the Lok Sabha Speaker.

House is the most appro-

ments; i Is done when the
nment runs accord
ing to traditons and cul-

It was ariginally used to
mark the handing over of
pawer from one king to
another during the Chola
dynasty in Tamil Nadu.
The five-foot-long Intri-
cately carved, unbending
plated sifver scepere.
With a fisal of Nanc Gull
was specially com-
Tiscicined by the then Thi-
ruvavaduthural Adheenam
(pontiff) and was han
over to Nehru.
Thiruvavaduthurai
math is located in Mayila-
duthural districe of Tamil

ran . in Mayviaduthurai)
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Centre’s d&mld
for SC verdict
evident: Kejriwal

The Centre by banging the
Dehi ordinance has made
its cisregard for the Supeeme
Court’s verdict evident, Dethi
M Arving Kejriwal said om
Wednesday 3t 3 mectin

with Shiv Sena (UBT) leader
Uddha Thackeray. » Page &

Court acquits
Azam Khan in
hate speech case

LuckNow
A Rampeur court on Wodnesday
acquitted Samapwadi Party
bemder Azam WRan in 3 hate
speech case. Mis comiction last
year had led to Me Khan losing.
iz U.P. Assembly membership,
resuting in 3 bypoll, which was
won by the B2 » Page &
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One killed, houses torched in Manipur
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Won't let
anyone mar

India-Australia
ties, says PM

Kallol Bhattacherjes

W DELII

India and Australia will not
e

Rarm strong bilateral ties,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi sald on Wednesday.
= a1 at a i
press  statement”
Mr. Modi announced
India will open a new con-
sulate in Brisbane, and
sasd the two sides
hx\e "dennled to focus™ on
g the Economic
Loupu.mun and  Trade
Agreement (ECTA) to the
level of a comprehensive
economic  cooperation
agreement.

sticking point
“Prime Minister Albanese
and I have in the past dis-

cussed the issie of att.
n

bee)
sticking point In bilateral
tles, especially in the back-
d Chalista-

ni activities in Austr;

conTINUED ON
PAGE 10
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New Parliament to house
sceptre that symbolised
transfer of power in 1947

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will install the Sengol,
a sceptre given by the Brit-
ish to India’s first Prime Mi-
nister Jawaharlal Nehru to
represent the transfer of
power in 1947, in the new
Parliament building, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
said on Tuesday.

The sceptre, kept in a
museum in Prayagraj, for-
merly Allahabad, will be in-
stalled near the podium of
the Lok Sabha Speaker.

“Sengol makes the spirit
of August 15, 1947 unforget-
table and the Parliament
House is the most appro-
priate and sacred place to
install it,” Mr. Shah said.
“Transfer of power is not a
mere exchange of docu-
ments; it is done when the
government runs accord-
ing to traditions and cul-
ture. Sengol in the new Par-
liament building indicates
the sentiments espoused
by Nehruji in 1947.”

It was originally used to
mark the handing over of
power from one king to
another during the Chola
dynasty in Tamil Nadu.

The five-foot-long intri-
cately carved, unbending
gold-plated silver sceptre,
with a finial of Nandi (bull
deity), was specially com-
missioned by the then Thi-
ruvavaduthurai Adheenam
(pontiff) and was handed
over to Nehru.

The Thiruvavaduthurai
math is located in Mayila-
duthurai district of Tamil
Nadu, at the heart of the
erstwhile Chola kingdom.

“All 20 Adheenam presi-
dents will also be present
to shower blessings in re-
miniscence of this sacred
ritual. I am glad that 96-
year-old Vummidi Bangaru
Chettyji, associated with
its construction, will also
participate,” Mr. Shah said.

(With inputs from Sai Cha-
ran N. in Mayiladuthurai)

SEARCH FOR SENGOL
» PAGE 11







How a letter to PMO set off search for Sengol

Sreeparna Chakraba
NEW DELHI

A letter to the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office by dancer Pad-
ma Subrahmanyam set off
meticulous research into
the Sengol leading to the
installation of the golden
sceptre in the new Parlia-
ment building when it is in-
augurated on May 28.

Sources in the Culture
Ministry said that Dr. Sub-
rahmanyam had quoted an
article in the Tamil maga-
zine Thuglak which had
carried details of the cere-
mony in 1947.

The article had ap-
peared in May 2021 and the
dancer and researcher had
requested the government
to make this information
public on the occasion of
Independence Day that
year.

This set the tone for a re-
look at the historical event
and a Culture Ministry

i

Union Home Minister Amit Shah tweeted these pictures of a golden ‘Sengol’ to be installed by Prime

Minister Narendra Modi in the new Parliament building on Sunday. TWITTER@AMIT SHAH

team, assisted by experts
from the Indira Gandhi Na-
tional Centre for the Arts
(IGNCA), began the re-
search into the reports.
The Sengol ceremony
seemingly took place mi-
nutes before India’s first
Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru hoisted the National
Flag and made his famous
“Tryst with  destiny”
speech on August 15, 1947.
It had been kept at his
Prayagraj residence-

turned-museum till now.

It was found to have
been widely reported in In-
dian and foreign media at
that time including in the
Time magazine along with
photographs.

“With the nation rav-
aged by Partition and vio-
lence, the ceremony had to
be arranged post-haste and
it not being a legal or for-
mal matter, remained un-
recorded. As a result, the
sacred Sengol and its vest-

ing ceremony seem to have
disappeared from the insti-
tutional memory of the In-
dian state,” Sachidanand
Joshi, Member-Secretary of
the IGNCA, told The Hindu.

It was in 2017 that re-
ports again began appear-
ing in the Tamil media
about how minutes before
Mr. Nehru addressed the
nation as the Prime Minis-
ter, the Government of In-
dia had followed the
sacred Sengol-vesting mo-

del of Chola kings of Tamil
Nadu for transfer of power
from the British to In-
dians. The then Prime Mi-
nister had been handed ov-
er the Sengol with the
Nandi (bull deity) finial
amid the singing of the
sacred Tamil text Theva-
ram — symbolic of divine
blessings and command to
rule justly and fairly.

They found that the gol-
den sceptre was studded
with jewels and worth
%15,000 at that time and
was made by Vummidi
Bangaru Chetty and Sons,
jewellers and diamond
merchants of Chennai.

The Vummidi Bangaru
Chetty family confirmed
that they made the Sengol.
Though the eldest member
of the family who made it is
over 95 years old and is un-
able to recollect the de-
tails, the photograph of the
event is kept at their
house, the sources said.



The sceptre has a Nandi bull on top,
symbolising justice.
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19 Opposition parties
to boycott inauguration

The Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS) was also ap-
proached the Opposition bloc to join the boy-

ot
nister who is the hendo((he Indian state, and also
the bead of Parliame:
Their statemment quues Artdle 79 of the -
tution which states, “There shall be a Parliament
i the Presi

sought 1o remind the government
that « is the wha
and addresses” the Parkament.

“In short, the Parliament cannot function with-
out the Pressders. Yet, the Prime Minister has de-
cided to inaugurate the new Par!lnmerll building
without ber. This undignified act insults the muh
office of the Pressdent. and violates the letter and

spirit of the Constitution. It undermines the spirit
of mchsson which saw the nation celebrate its first
woman adivasi President,” the Opposition parties

said In the statement.

Modi must convene
talks with Meitel,
tribal leaders: Cong.

The

/s factfinding team s

/s 54,

in violence which left

communities divided: calls for ¥20-1akh relief for families of viciims

NEW DELHI

rime Minister N:
dﬂ a1

Imdnkt~
3 b‘?ﬂﬁl Kllks Mw:-en
Jeaders of the Me'ﬁd nnd
wrabal coi

P
tore peace in M;tmpur e
said on Wednes-
day after the party’s fact-
finding team visited the
State.
Senior party leader Ajoy
said that extrermists
had taken over the narra-
tive In the State, leaving the
Two communities starkly

Muting Opposition
The Opposition accused Mr. Modi of

ing out & 3 3 &
pendis

ing and muting Opposition members, and by
passing several controversial legistation without
any debate. 1t also pointed out that the new balld-
ng was ca 2t “grest expense” during 3
- - s .
don with the people of India or MPs™.
~When the soul of demo<racy has been sucked
Pariiamen

0 spirk and in substance against this authocitar-
ian Prime Minister and his ¢ and take
our message thy to the people.” they said.

Minutes after int statement was released.
sarmer Con presidens Rahul saiid i 3
tweet that the Parliament is not built by “Bbricks of
ego™

but through consttutional values.
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister and ESR Con:
president Jagan Mohan Reddy.

gress pres
Sakd bis party's MPe would attead, and dalnm:d
those it the

so urged all pnn)cs 1o set uldt the Domkal du‘l’e
rences and to attend the eve

One killed, houses
torched in Manipur

The house of Manipus PWD Minister Konthoujam
on Wed‘
Desday eventng by a mob, o ompeising mostly wo-
men, clalmi TOITent not dolng
enough to protect locals from mb-al extremists.
M. Govindas. a BJP

area. Officlals sald a group of “miscreants™ on
some abandoned houses at
dary

set up for those displaced during
violence.
Those aﬂecu-d r«anatcd by burning down

abandoned houses e adjoining Gcimol wil-
Ege, :Mwemlh:nﬁndumbym
e bullees hit tw people, both sid to be stay-

Ing ax che reliet camp in Blshnupur's Molrang,
town a with 5 ra Base's in-
ian National hile Togam Chandramant,
who had been dhplnzu fram Churachandpur's
Leikai, injusses on the way to hos-
pital, the other person is undergoang treatment .
The Incident led to protests in parts of Imphal
Valley. Reports sald that a group of women be-

action agalnst
extremists n cemeﬁm mode desmu their alleged
ETvolvement in the

Won't let anyone mar
India-Australia ties: PM

Foreu\ Secretary Vinay Mohan Kwatra, in an inte-
with the media, welcomed the actions ta-
o by i

elements. Mr. Kwat
ledged Canberra’s “correct

cralian serritory. Mr. Kwatra
leaders had discussed the need for

prospero
coumrks had Ol\erlnomllscd the ECTA In De-
cember 3002, anud M. Modi sakd the plas 6 to up-
grade the di: ac

(CECA).

uage.  Kuki  offcals
have left the [Imphal] val-
Jey and gone to hills and
Meitei ave left

New
Dclhl lfler (he fact fmdm
delegation submict

“This has never hap-

Standin,

pened i Independent In-
dia. In my police career, I
ind

Eround: Meiei people stagng a prot
i Mew Dethi 0n Wednesd my, S/ <UMAR PUSHPAT

on(htm’o\lnd

The Congress
found that as many as
54,000 pmp]e h= been

2.000
homes and 20 polh:z sta-
tons  burn 200

and

Manipur tribal body
calls for separation of
hill areas in the State

The Hindu Bureau
SUWAHATT

A tribal leaders” forum in
the

“total son” of the

ITLF describes ltself
as a conglomerate of

the tribes

in Manipur's
<h

hill areas inhabited by the
ligenous people, prima.
rﬂy those helo'\ﬂnl o the

mands for the Centre to
ook @nto.

The forum asked the
Centre to facilitate the “ho-

dies lying in Imphal hospl-
talks elsewhere for
proper

The ITLF claimed the
hall areas had not recetved
any relief from the Centre
after 19 days of the Man

roved

1000 seml-automarsc wea-

commmuniics” added the  tion clen from | issued chairman

Lok Sabha mem- training centres, Mr. | Pagin Hackip and secre-
b(r. who was an IPS officer Kumar sasd. tary Muan sak
before joining politics. The fact-finding delega-

tion, which called on the | Five
has the Sla!: govern-

On May presi i i
dent Malll Kharge  of the victms of violence,
semt a demlon, hend«l enhanced security for \1l~
by Mukul Wasnik, to lages, a

of thase who died.

the ITLF outlined Sve de-

bal habitations by neutral

forces. Holding _these
groups responsible fol lhe

killing of tribal

the dts(nu:non of Ihelr

houses, forum  said

they needed tobe stopped.

é-;ovawB‘;f
Googlies over
Tripuras
recognition
for Ganguly

KOLXATA

The decision by the BJP-led

triggered a cal row
the BjP and Trina-
Leaders of West
Ay

leader-
ship sakd that (M BIP was
deliberately trying to polit-
icise the fsmse.

ED searches online
gaming companies
for FEMA violations

Enforcement Directo-
nm o mndu:l.nd

against
ml««i online ﬁm-ut

While Il premises have

zslom_umoeuu m;:

Tae, oy
Pradesh and Andhra Pra-
desh for_suspected viol

Judiciary must possess
the power to compel

vment of money
which Is necessary to
carry out it

and judicial

froen the ive and the
legislature requires
judiciary to have a sy in
masters of finances.

“The

agency on Wadnuday.
The cy searched
premi: linked to sev-

relaced
to the case, the agency
alleged.

me dns-na Judiclary must
apart

Bttt stracte OF th Gon:

stitution. Without impar-

tial and independent judg-

s In the district Judiciary,

woal,

’ualcc. a nfe

nmo-y The
Pt Judiciary is, in most
cases, also the court which
is most accessible to the Ii-
tgant,” a Jadge

Bench of Chief Justice D.Y.
Chandrachud, Justices V.
Ramasubramanian  and
P-S. Narasimha observed in
2 judgment.

Th t, based on

the district judiciary and
for payment of arrears of
penston, additional pen-

Crucial role
The judgment records the
crucial role played by the
district judiciary in the jus-
tice administration system
by recording the tub

m:

handled pearly 1.3 lakh
cases”.
Justice Narasimha sald

Independence of judiciary is part of
basic structure of Constitution: SC

clal system. “Vital 1o the
Judicial s)-stem Is
penden,

dence of the.
cured,” the coun

GDP growth expected to exceed 7%
estimate in FY23, says RBI Governor

NEW DELHI

India’s GDP growth in
202223 may well surpass
the 7% estimate. while .
il inflation i Kkely «

the 4.7% mark this

Reserve Bank of In-
dia (RED Governor Shakti-
kanta Das sald on Wednes-

He added that gross
eTnin, E

70 high-frequency indica-
tors monstored by the cen-
tral bank have maintained

growth omentum

through the Rt quarter of
2022-23. The Natsonal Sta-
tistical Office will release
the GDP data for 202223

Shaktibants Das

next week.
The REI's growth expec-
tatson of 6.5% for this year
— which Mr. Das noted is
higher than the S9% pro-
jected by the International
Monetary Fund — Is based
on the hope of alture
loing well, a normal mon-

ough geopoli risks,
slowing world trade and
#goods exports remain a
Tisk

Mr. Das, who was speak-
ing at the annual session of
the Confederation of In-

dian Industry, said that
there was 3 private invest-

On India’s initiative,
G-20 to take up effect
of graft on women

tons and attempes to bulld
2 Conaeneus on  common

come together and
build an operational
framework

India would highlighs its
own expersences where
efforts

February last year, the out-
look was very benign, but

then we had the bag sur-
prise from the um

war. Nobody expected
happen with such mleml~
1y.” Mr. Das sald.

banki are warching i, he
said

Ms. Das alluded to unau-
dited fourth quarter

reudeumxho;.mncgu-e
hat will

The Minister sald that
hldh ‘Was organising a un-

th anti-corruption stra-
"?ﬂ’et on Thursday on the
sidelines of the second
G20 Anti-Corruption
Working Group (ACWG)
meeting.

Iave helped in cmpower-

wonal as &s operaton-
al framework for
networking, sharing infor-




Independence of judiciary is part of
basic structure of Constitution: SC

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has
held that the indepen-
dence of district judiciary
is part of the basic struc-
ture of the Constitution
and judicial independence
from the executive and the
legislature requires the
judiciary to have a say in
matters of finances.

“The independence of
the district judiciary must
also be equally a part of the
basic structure of the Con-
stitution. Without impar-
tial and independent judg-
es in the district judiciary,
justice, a preambular goal,
would remain illusory. The
district judiciary is, in most
cases, also the court which
is most accessible to the li-
tigant,” a three-judge

o®

Judiciary must possess
the power to compel
payment of money
which is necessary to
carry out its mandated
responsibilities
SUPREME COURT

Bench of Chief Justice D.Y.
Chandrachud, Justices V.
Ramasubramanian  and
P.S. Narasimha observed in
a judgment.

The judgment, based on
a petition filed by the All
India Judges Association,
gave a series of directions
to amend the service rules
of the district judiciary and
for payment of arrears of
pension, additional pen-

sion, gratuity and other re-
tiral benefits.

The directions were
based on the recommen-
dations made in the report
of the court-appointed Se-
cond National Judicial Pay
Commission headed by
Justice P.V. Reddi (retired)
as its chairman with senior
advocate R. Basant as its
member.

Crucial role
The judgment records the
crucial role played by the
district judiciary in the jus-
tice administration system
by recording the submis-
sions made by its amicus
curiae, advocate K. Para-
meshwar, that “on a single
day, the district judiciary
handled nearly 11.3 lakh
cases”.

Justice Narasimha said

the district judiciary was
the backbone of the judi-
cial system. “Vital to the
judicial system is the inde-
pendence of the judicial of-
ficers. To secure their im-
partiality, it is important to
ensure their financial se-
curity and economic inde-
pendence,” the top court
noted.

The judgment highlight-
ed the doctrine that the
“judiciary must possess
the inherent power to com-
pel payment of those sums
of money which are rea-
sonable and necessary to
carry out its mandated
responsibilities”.

“This doctrine is only
the logical conclusion of
separation of powers and
ensures that the indepen-
dence of the judiciary is se-
cured,” the court said.



Evolution of
Basic Structure
Doctrine




1951

SHANKARI PRASAD CASE

Parliament has the

power to amend the
Constitution (incl. the
Fundamental rights)

under Article 368

1980

MINERVA MILLS V.
UNION OF INDIA
Parliament's power to
amend the constitution
is limited by the
Constitution itself

EVOLUTION OF BASIC STRUCTURE DOCTRINE

1965 1967
SAJJAN SINGH V. STATE GOLAKNATH V. STATE
OF RAJASTHAN OF PUNJAB

Parliament has the
power to amend any
part of the
Constitltion

) B

42ND CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT

Constitutional
amendments protected
against being called in
guestion by any court

Fundamental rights
could not be
amended by the
Parliament

1975

INDIRA GANDHI V. RAJ
NARAIN

Applied basic structure
doctrine for the 1Ist
time & struck down

the 39th amendment

1971

24TH CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT

Article 368 & Article 13
allowed Parliament to
unilaterally amend
Fundamental Rights

1973

KESHAVANANDA BHARTI
CASE
All parts of the
Constitution can be

amended keeping its
'basic structure' intact



Elements of the Basic Structure.

Supremacy of the Constitution.

Sovereign, democratic & republican nature of the Indian Polity.
Secular Character of the Constitution.

Separation of Powers between the Leg, exec & Judiciary.
Federal Character of the Constitution.

Unity & integrity of the Nation.

Welfare State (socio-economic justice).

Judicial Review.

Freedom & dignity of individual.

Parliamentary System.

Rule of Law.

Harmony & balance between Fund Rts & DPSP.
Principle of Equality.

Free & fair elections

¢
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INSV Tarini returns to Goa
after lss-da) vovage

Vessel ANSV) 'mnm with a
crew entered Goa har

reac] India after su(ccssf\llly

Menister of Goa Pramod Sawant,
or Women and cmla
velopment Smriti Irand, and Navy chied
Admiral R ar Admiral Kumar satd that
nnn(mend sself, but the start of
2 new of providing an

ocean
sailoes to conguer the

Uttarakhand. northeast
to get Vande Bharat trains

Untarakhand and the northe: region will
have their first Vande Bhann mnns flagged off in

At tradn N Guwahatl in Assam
Jalpalguri in West Bengal is likely to be flagged off
on May 29. The mlcm dtsl.am(e between

i and N i
i six ours by Rajdbias Bxpress.

HC directs status quo on
Dahod mosque demolition
The Gujarat High Court has directed local

authossties in Da rict to maintain starus
quo on the land where the local munscpality
razed a decades-

proper ot
civic body. The court has directed the parties to
maintain status guo and issued a notioe
returnable by June 8.

Assam. M /a start
talks on boundary disputes

The Chief Ministers of Assam and Meghalaya on
Wednesday initisted the second phase of talks to

gn:a an agreem i
nson Home Minister hah to

formally end the dispuce in six sectors. Dr- Sarma
nal committees of both States

woald ﬂnn visiting the six other sectors and
subenit their reports by July-end after which 2
Chief Minister-level review meeting will be held.

Satyajit Ray’s
kin welcome
court order

on copyright

HOLEATA

The family of Satvajit Ray
an esday hailed the
Delhi Court

ising the film maestro
as the first copyright own-
«r for his film Nayak as a
“welcome  development
in the ficld of rights over
creative comtent.

s mmaker-
sandip Ray said that he
considered  the

e verdict a

India set to triple
speed of its fastest
supercomputers

Pre esi

er tosuch a
for

eases complex mathematical

NEW DELHI

ndia is set to dramati-
Cally scale up s super-
computing prowess
and mstall an 18-petaflop
system owver the course of
this year, Earth Sciences
Kiren Rijgu sasd

Minsister

on
Flops (Aoating point op-
erations per second) are an

speed of computers and a

willion flops.  Processing
power to such a degree
greatly eases  complex

e of India’s most pow.

7

£

owertel cMifien supercompwters. fo

Pyed ok the wadron e ovee oF Tropical Meteorology, Pume.

MOES, said 3t an event on
Mz,

required. for. amons ot other

of the Dellsi High Court, in

is order on Tuesday, sad
Ray was the first of
the o the
screenplay and the w0

The later conferment of
this right by his son and
the tety for Preserva-
don of Satyajit Ray Ar-

assertion by the family of
the film’s producer Bansal
that the COD'YNIhI of the

had
Junct the “novell
the screenplay™ by third
parties.

thangs,

weather will be owr the

next few days all the way

up to two or three months

abead.
Currently

powerful, m’lllan super-

<computers — Pratyush

ith a combined

ogy:

tonal Centre for Medium

Weather Forecasting
(NCMRWEF). Noada, respec-
tively. They were made op-
erational in 2015 at an in-
vestment of T438 <rore.
Both these Isarion:

the two nsticuces, M. Ravi-

Rijiju
Visited the NCMEWF. This
as Mr. Rijijur's first official
Visit 10 an MoES insatation
since taking charge as
MoES Minister an May 1S.

from France

us to map weather and cli-
mate changes to 2 -
tiom of 12X12 km.” Mr. Ravi-
<handran sasd. “With the
new em, we can im-
peove recolution % 6X6

new
vet to be named, are im-
ported from French corpo-
zaion, ATOS — sn lafro-

10 represent an area by 1
kmsguare grids and dha
<an used to warn of
and

md consultng mme
The Narendra Modi govern-
ment had signed a deal in
Dec: r 2018 with
France to procure high-

such rapid-
weather sys-

he a A
he fastest high-perfor-
uting system

worth 24,500 crore by
202s.

e new MOES compa-
ters are likely to cost TG00
<rore.

“Every four or five years
systems have to be upgrad-
ed. Our carrent high-per-

allow

the ysten at
oal Naslonal -
tory, United States. This
has a peak speed of one

exaflop (or about 1000

petaflops).

The top 10 other sys-
preed,

flops to 60 petafops.

Netflix goes against
practice, streams
censored Bheed

NEW DELHI
Netflix has released 2
sored version of Anubbav

Sinha's flm Bheed, going
against its usual practice of
streaming uncut versions
of Sl it acquires from In-
dian p film's

st i sight-lean-
ing close to

=
|

Rajbummar Rao i 3
S5l from Bheed.

the government, as i fea-
tured a vosce-over of Primwe
Minister Narendra Modi,
and a Ene of dialogue com-
paring the chaos of the -
VID49 migrant crisis 1o

the teaser, without Mr. Mo-
di's volce and the Partison
reference.

Two spokespersons for
Netflix India were unavail-
: a third
dd not respond to The
mndws quertes ac_this
tme. Mr. Sinha, the film’s
a-mn-. ko did not res
pond to a query.

CBFC recommendation
The film's producers did
b ba

scrubbing the film clean of
all associatsons with the
sovernmens.

As the government has
not objected to uncen-
sored cuts of films on

— the e

censored
However, Netflix generally
puts out uncensored ver-
stons, with new films such
as Dasara and Vi

coming out intact. ZEES re
cently put out an uncen-
sored and extended wer-
sion of the Tamil film
Videthalai.

the Union govenmment s
its supporters.
For instance, while the

asks
for), replacing rrime A1

nister”  with “Minister”,
and

of Mr. Mol and Delhi aner
Minister Arvind Kejriw:

This Is the cut that M'
flix has now uploa

Towt, which
fearured a map of Jammu
and Kashmir with borders
that the Indian govern-
ment

Global body keeps NHRC waiting over ‘political meddling’

NEW DELII

For the second time in a
decade, the UN-recognised
Global Alliance of National
Human Rights Institutions
(GANHRD deferred the ac-
greditation of the National
Hurman oIS -
sion, India (N"RC India)
cking objections such 2
polnic:

groups, as reasons for
vy Jdeferment of the ac-
creditati

lack of in 2
denxce, pluralisen, diversicy

mmems |m~o|v\n¢ he

Bogree cooperation wath civil

'l'he GA.VHR] s Jetter to
the NHRC also cited lack of
diverskty in staff and lea-

dership,

(onxmr) o the Umled Na-

is on

Act, passed by l‘-lhamem
in I993 It ha: =
dited as an 'A' S‘alln NHERL
since the beginning of the

tles, and human rights de-
fenders.” the letter said.

Paris Principles
The Paris Pl'ln(lpks set out
Six main criteria

process for
NHRIs in 1999, which & re-
talned In 2006, 2011 and in
2007 also after a

A lettes, written by
nesty Intermational, Chris-
ttan Solidarity Woridwide,
Front Line

and competence; atono-
my from government: in-

action to protect mangnal-

om con
munsies, religlous minori-

by a statute or comstitu-
won; alism; adequate
resources; and adequate

. Hu-
man Rights Watch, Incerna-
tional Commission of Ju-

sation
Against Torture to GANH-

powers

The NHRC, India has
been set up under the Pro-
tection of Human Rights

since
2o|7 msaud n( Sollowing

that GANHRI, through the
sub-commitice on accredi-

accreditatson status of the
NHRC, India. It added that
e deferred
period, the NHRC, India re-
tains its "A° Status and asso-
clated privileges.
India’s top buman rights
body also said tha the pro-

tation. is - for

cexs of
and di:

NHRIs in itk

ot

the Parls Prln:lple; every
of

i has recom-
mended advocating with

Compliance with the Paris
Principles. The

mittee was satistied
me replies oll\Hll:. |nm
most

of the issues. It
ool runhev wbmn sts

mm The NHRC had wiven

a recommendation on the

mitee, The NHRC stated.
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Lakshmi, Lord’s own nectar

In his Sundarabahu stava, sloka four, Kooratazhvan
serts that Lord Narayana has concern and zﬂecnon for
those w said P.B. a dis-

course. refers to the
of the n;lkyOcemby-he Lard, where He used the Manda-

o

the churming rod. Many things emanated
from this ocean, and He gave away evathlluw;hcue as-
who

5

ocean. Amrita could confer immortality on the devas. But
the Lord was more interested In another nectar that also
came from the ocean, and that was Lal This nectar
s extirely Hls. srid wes far superior S0 cverything clee.
Kooeat: = the dense forests, which cover

OIFFICULTY RATING: Sie e e i v

Solution ta previsus pura.

Selution te yesterday's Sudoks

68 0[125/473
7. 1,‘!_6,4 D 8 2
32479865
2/93/54 1176
167 2809\34:¢
84567 32 1.¢
43281659
s16le3782a
s 78las2l136

the i
Azhvars n Ideas. speaks of
Bsoon among the pezlq ol :he mounw-n

moves
is clearly T
var talks of

Moon as between

as ns themselves are green in
colour, as they reach up to the Such is (he illuston
created by the thick canopy of trees. The celestial maldens

like Rambha and Urvashi flock to Thirumalinuncholai to
have darshan of Loed Sundarabahu. They want to adorn
themselves with urdbva pundra before they go to the
sacred shrine. They use the moon as a mirror for this pur-
pose, says Kooratazhvan




India set to triple
speed of its fastest
supercomputers

Processing power to such a degree eases complex mathematical

calculations required for accurate weather forecasting

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

ndia is set to dramati-
l cally scale up its super-

computing prowess
and install an 18-petaflop
system over the course of
this year, Earth Sciences
Minister Kiren Rijiju said
on Wednesday.

Flops (floating point op-
erations per second) are an
indicator of processing
speed of computers and a
petaflop refers to a 1,000
trillion flops. Processing
power to such a degree
greatly eases complex
mathematical calculations
required, for, among other
things, forecasting how the
weather will be over the
next few days all the way
up to two or three months
ahead.

Pratyush, one of India’s most powerful civilian supercomputers, is
housed at the Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology, Pune.

MOES, said at an event on
Wednesday when Mr. Rijiju
visited the NCMRWF. This
was Mr. Rijiju’s first official
visit to an MoES institution
since taking charge as
MoES Minister on May 18.

us to map weather and cli-
mate changes to a resolu-
tion of 12X12 km,” Mr. Ravi-
chandran said. “With the
new system, we can im-
prove resolution to 6X6
km.” This translates to
greater clarity and more ac-

Currently India’s most
powerful, civilian super-
computers — Pratyush and
Mihir — with a combined
capacity of 6.8 petaflops
are housed at the Indian In-
stitute of Tropical Meteo-
rology, Pune, and the Na-
tional Centre for Medium
Range Weather Forecasting
(NCMRWEF), Noida, respec-
tively. They were made op-
erational in 2018 at an in-
vestment of Y438 crore.
Both these organisations
are affiliated to the Ministry
of Earth Sciences (MOES).

The new supercompu-
ters too will be housed at
the two institutes, M. Ravi-
chandran, Secretary,

Imported from France
The new supercomputers,
yet to be named, are im-
ported from French corpo-
ration, ATOS — an informa-
tion technology service
and consulting company.
The Narendra Modi govern-
ment had signed a deal in
December 2018 with
France to procure high-
performance computers
worth 4,500 crore by
2025.

The new MoES compu-
ters are likely to cost T900
crore.

“Every four or five years
systems have to be upgrad-
ed. Our current high-per-
formance computers allow

curate local forecast. “The
goal is eventually to be able
to represent an area by 1
km-square grids and that
can be used to warn of
cloudburst and such rapid-
ly evolving weather sys-
tems,” he added.

The fastest high-perfor-
mance computing system
in the world is currently
the Frontier-Cray system at
Oakridge National Labora-
tory, United States. This
has a peak speed of one
exa-flop (or about 1,000
petaflops).

The top 10 other sys-
tems, based on speed,
range from about 400 peta-
flops to 60 petaflops.



« With a total of 6.8 petaFLOPS, India now has two fastest
supercomputers: Mihir and Pratyush. While the National Centre for
Medium-Range Weather Forecast, Noida, introduced Mihir, the Indian
Institute of Tropical Meteorology, Pune, introduced Pratyush.

« Mihir and Pratyush are used for the following tasks:
* Fishing

* Air Quality

 Forecasting the weather

 Detecting natural disasters



o

India’s first supercomputer

While India was having problems with supercomputers in the 1980s, the Centre for
Development of Advanced Computing was established. In 1991, C-DAC released the
PARAM 8000 supercomputer, which had a speed of 1 Gigaflop. India’s first
supercomputer was the PARAM 8000. PARAM stands for Parallel Machine.

The C-DAC followed PARAM 8000 with PARAM 8600. The C-DAC launched PARAM
9000 and PARAM Padma with teraflops ranges as part of its second and third
missions.


https://www.clearias.com/supercomputers/

Application of supercomputers

The following are some applications for supercomputers:
Drug development

Nuclear test simulations in three dimensions
Applications in space

Forecasting the weather

Aerodynamic investigation

Natural disaster detection



The National Supercomputing Mission’s first three
supercomputers were installed in the following locations:

Param Shakti, a supercomputer at |IT Kharagpur with a
performance of 650 teraFLOPS.

Param Shivay, a supercomputer at lIT BHU, has a
performance of 1 PetaFLOPS.

IITM Param Brahma, a supercomputer with a speed of
650 teraFLOPS, was built in Pune.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/IIT_Kharagpur
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WWASHINGTON

Indian-origin man arrested after

crashing truck near White House

An Indisn-ocigin man weo

REuTeas

crashed a U-Haul truck contaiing » Nas

Al mear the White House has been amested and charped with

trying to bl

or hamm the US. Pressdent. Sal Varshith Kandula, 19,

from Missoun, deowe Nto the Bollands cutside Lafayecte Park just
Before 10 pum, on Monday, the police said. NG cne was injured. Arv

HYIV
More than 20.000 men died in
Bakhmut battle, savs Wagner chief

Than 22,003 men in the battie for Sakhmut. A

ISLAMABAD

Pakistan govt. mulli
on Imran’s PTI party. sayvs Minister

ossible ban

e

NEW YOREK

Tina Turner. voice behind What’s

Love Got to Do V

‘ith It. dead at 83

Pabistan's Defence Mimister Khawais Asif s3id the gowernment is
mrAlng & possible ban on lmean Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-e-lrsaf
Party following The attacks by his supporierns on milkany offices after
the formmer Prime Minsters amest. He, howewar, said that the matter
will be refermred to the Parliament for appeoreal. &1

-
Tina Turmes the snstoppable sinper and stage performer who

teamed with fusband ke Turner for 3 dynamec run of hit records.
2nd tree shows in the 15605 and 70z and survhed hor Romfiing

Marriage to triumph in middic 3ge With the chart topp!

Lowe Got to Do With T, has died 3t 33 ae

China appoints new envoy
to U.S. in sign of thaw in des

1 have come here to enhance China-US. exch

and

tion. and 1 take this as my

Important misston” veteran diplomar Xie Feng tells reporters after arriving in Washington

hina's pew Aml]

esday.
filling a post that unusually
remained vacant for close
to five months and herald-
ing what some observers
se¢ 23 2 possible sign of al h—
mited thaw
Sroety relmtions..

Ve B

Feng. who

the U.S.. lold reporters af-
ter land I Washingron
that he had ~come hcrc [
enbance China-US.  ex-
changes and cooperation,
and 1 take this as my tm-
portant misston”. He also
added that “as a represen-
tative of the Cha

ple, I have come bere to sa-
feguard the interests of
China, and 1 take this as o

sac responuhm:y .
Xie sum AN,
who was ed as Chi-

thc'n:t:t
na's Foreign Manister, after
a cose to five month gap.
leaving ; post vacant
Auring tense relations.
Beiging is also yet to ap-

Mew innings: Yo Feng speaks to the media upon fis amrwal ot the

John F. Menmedy International AITPort in New York on Tuesday. Ar

2o the grouping cake a um-
sted  stand whas
they called Chinese oo

Ministry on Monday took a
im view of Mr. Biden's
Sommess, questioning 125

Ron DeSantis launches U.S.
presidential campaign; to
challenge Trump in primaries

Mrana
Florida Governor Ron De-
Sancls entered me 2024
U.S. pressdential

Wl

d Trump.
The 44vear-old Repu
blican revealed dect
sion in 2 Federal Election
Bling before

prine
and Mr. Xi
in Novem-

point a new Ambassador to ples of mawtaal respect,
New Delhl for almost seven L &
another oo™, sasd

Long gap amsd 3 continung
chill in ties. The former en-
voy, Sun Wesdong. left his
post in October and took
over as a Vice Foreign Mi-

posed the name of a suc-
cessor 1o New Delbi.
The new US. envoy, Mr.
Xse. noted that “at present,
e

X: Jinping's “three princ

China “hopes that the U.S.
will move in the same di-
rection with China, and act

world, properly handing
smpostant and itive 3s-

n
ber lald out a plan 1o boost
relations, but tensions owver

State Antooy
ing off a visit that was part
of that plan.

suss. Sach as thi Tai‘-.-ln
question... so as to brin

Hinavs. relations back
o the right track

ULS. President Joe Biden
fast week said 2 thaw i re-
cently straned  relations
<ould be possible “very
shortly™, speaking after the
G7 Summit in Japan wiich

sor Jake Suﬂ\‘.‘u’! :nd
nese Polmburo member
Wang Yi met Ior two days
of talks In Vienna earlier
this monath. part of

pcierl

an _ online conversation
with Twitter CEO Elon
Mussk.

I marks 2 new chapter
in his extrao v Tise
from itledmown  con-
Fressman to two-term Go-
vernor to a leading figure
in the nation’s bitter fights
over race. er, abor-
tion. and other divisive is-
sues.

Mr. DeSantls Is cons
dered 1o be Mr. Trump’'s

the general clection ballot
in 2024

Mr. DeSamtis begins his
campalgn n a top-ter of
two alongside Mr. Trump
based i

Bulgarian

on early public poll- =
i, frndes <= | International
truciure. :

Mr. Desantis, who likely | BOOKer Prize
would not haw
the Florida Governor with-
out Mr. Trimmp's Press

= adopted the LONDON

former President’s Sery

1y was o
be sueanwvd on Twitter
<wces & at 6 p.m.

Gjonn'; I<le Sol-

e
et to retake the Whnz

House

. his
policies and even some of
has rhetoric and
mannerisms
Yet Mr. DeSantis has ane
thing Mr. Trump does not:
a :mdlbk claim that

three consecutive nathonal
elections.

=
President Joe Biden. The
80-year-old Incumbent,
has

efforts to maintain open
lines of c necation
and responsibly manage
competstion™.

rival

even as the Governor faces
questions about his read
ness for the national stage.
Mr. DeSants” audio-on-

=y,
ptl!h:ﬂ the nation too far

-t"he Republican nomi-
nee will face Mr. Biden on

legitimate

Bulgarian writer

rev, a darkly combc novel
about the dangerous ap-
peal of nas

The book beat five other
finalists to the prixe, which
recognises fiction from
around the world that has
:‘-«n translated Into En-

Timee Shelter & es a2
clinic that recreates the
past. with each floar repro-

icing a different decade.
Intended as a way w belp

ple with dementia un-
! their memn‘uzx it
scon becomes a3 et

for people eager 1o escape
the modern world.

‘Remember our history,
recognise our labour; say
Sri Lanka’s Malaiyvaha Tamils

CoLoMBo

Marking 200 years since

=2
work

plantations, mem
the | d n

cally marginalised Malak
ha (hill countryl

community have souaght
freater recognition, polln—

R
Overteoked lot: Estate workers from S

Lanka's Malsiyats Tama

wark

bber estates,

Lanka. A

cal righes, and roved  group esm precious foreign exchange for the country
Eving and wmlum,
condtions. mils as a ity with i
“Design, and ~;. distinct & sty and as i tea and
implement a 10-year deve- .and ensure  bringing In crucial foretgn
thas Is expli- appmpnam political pow-  exchange o Sri
Citly based on the principle & sharing and Proporion.  majority works outside the

has resulted poor_hu-
elopment indices
pthe Malalyaba Tamil

pr—

commumnity
parcd with ;n other p—

al system of ar-
rangements.
Incessant Injustices

Organised by the Institute
of Social

read, in a Heciaration e
leased after a recent three-
day public event in
the cenitral Nuwara Elzva <i-

ey
The development plan
asm 1o reduce pover-

tYA Dl‘ov‘de land and hous-
ing, enhance health
and  education access,

while ensuring  labour
righes, ncluding 3 far -
ng wage and legal procec-
ton, the declaration said.
Further, &t lhe Sri
Lankan

event sol
the centuries-Jong stru
of the

Gioding = professcaats
across sectoes.

The estate-bound fami-
Yes, lving in the Central,
Sourl

siding in colonial-era line
rooms. s
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e Vot OF Fovel Fom

KT-10802023 Dasea -
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR APPOINTMENT OF STRATEGIC
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Bulgarian
writer wins
International
Booker Prize

Associated Press
LONDON

Bulgarian writer Georgi
Gospodinov and translator
Angela Rodel won the In-
ternational Booker Prize
on Tuesday for Time Shel-
ter, a darkly comic novel
about the dangerous ap-
peal of nostalgia.

The book beat five other
finalists to the prize, which
recognises fiction from
around the world that has
been translated into En-
glish.

e e o ]

The book beat five other
finalists to the prize, which
recognises fiction from
around the world that has
been translated into En-
glish.

Time Shelter imagines a
clinic that recreates the -
past, with each floor repro-
ducing a different decade.
Intended as a way to help
people with dementia un-
lock their memories, it
soon becomes a magnet
for people eager to escape
the modern world.



International Booker Prize

Inaugural winner Ismail Kadare

Awarded for Best book in English or in
English translation

Country United Kingdom
Presented by Booker Prize Foundation
Reward(s) £50,000

First awarded 2005; 18 years ago
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In his penultimate attempt, Delhi
Police head constable clears UPSC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MAY 24

DELHI POLICE head constable
Ram Bhajan Kumar (34) became

one of the 933 candidates who
cleared the UPSC exam Tuesday.
Son of a dailywage labourer in
Rajasthan, Ram s the first from his
family to have a graduate degree
and he cleared the exam in his
eighth attempt, witharank of 667.

“I was surprised when I saw
the results. This was my second
last attempt. My father cried... |
thinkIdid too,” said Ram, who is
posted at a cyber cell police sta-

tion in the South district.

He is preparing for another at-
tempt to improve his marks. The
prelims exam will be held on May
28.“Ineverlost hope...I knew this
will change my life and I can
achieve all my dreams,” he said.

Ram lives with his wife in
Delhi. He said his wife has always
been supportive and his family
encouraged him. “My father spent
more than half of his life working
asalabourer. He worked very hard
to send me to school and college.
We struggled to make ends meet.
When I joined police, I knew |
could change the situation for oth-
ers and myself,” he added.

He joined the force in 2009
as a constable and was first
posted at Vijay Ghat in CP re-
serve. He was then transferred
to Shahbad Dairy police station
and later received a promotion.

Meanwhile, head constable
Virender Singh rejoiced as his son
Vikash Yadav (27) passed the
exam and secured the 555th
rank. Singh said this was hisson’s
sixth attempt. Yadav, who is
posted as atehsildar in Baghpat, is
anengineer fromIIT, who started
preparing for UPSCin 2016. “Iwas
working when I found out about
the result... I started crying and
called my parents,” he said.




TRIPURA
Ganguly tobe
tourism brand
ambassador

Agartala: Former Indian
cricket team captain
Sourav Ganguly has ac-
cepted proposal to be the
brand ambassador of
Tripura Tourism, said CM
Manik Saha after having a
telephonic conversation
with the former cricketer.
“It's a matter of great
pride...Iam confident that
ShriGanguly Ji's participa-
tion will definitely give an
impetus to the state's
tourism sector,” Saha
tweeted. Tourism Minister
Sushanta Chowdhuryalso
met Ganguly at his resi-
dence in Kolkata to discuss
the issue. ENS
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FDI inflows fell 16% to $71 bn in
FY23 on monetary tightening

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, MAY 24

FOREIGN DIRECT Investment
(FDI) inflows into the country
declined by 16 per cent to $71
billion on a gross basis in the
fiscal ended March 2023 im-
pacted by external factors,
mainly monetary policy tight-
ening in developed economies.
This is the first fall in FDI in-
flows in the country in a
decade.

In the fiscal year 2022
(FY22), FDI inflows in the coun-
try stood at $84.835 billion.

On a net basis, FDI inflows
into India fell 27 per cent to
$28.014 billion in FY23 from
$38.59 billion in FY22.

FDIINFLOWS
YEAR USDBn
2022-23 70.97
2021-22 84.83
2020-21 81.97
2019-20 74.39
2018-19 62
2017-18 60.97
2016-17 60.22
2015-16 55.56
2014-15 45.15
2013-14 36
Source : Govt data/RBI

“The fall in FDI inflows is
more likely due to global push
factors (tighter developed mar-

ket (DM) monetary policy),
while domestic pull factors
(supply chain relocation) have
yet to materially lift FDI,”
Nomura said in a note on
Wednesday.

The fall in inflows in the pre-
vious fiscal appears to have
been led by the services sector,
with IT-related FDI (the largest
component) likely slowing due
to lower start-up sector in-
flows. During the year, inflows
in auto sector, construction and
broader services also went
down, while trading, pharma,
energy and chemicals sectors
rose. Nomura said FY24 will
also be a challenging year be-
cause of global uncertainty and
expects a turnaround in FDI in-
flows more likely from FY25.



Uber steps up EV

push in India

STEPPING UPITS India

plans, Uber will launch

Uber Green inJune to
el odd 25,000 electric cars
on its platform in partnership

with fleet providers like Lithium,
Everest and Moove. It will also

roll out 10,000 electric two-

wheelers in Delhi by 2024 along

with Zypp Electric. B PAGE 7




) ADDS 25,000 CARS TO FLEET IN INDIA

Going green: Uber
steps up EV push

REUTERS
New Delhi/
May 24

Bengaluru,

RIDE-HAILING PLATFORM
Uber Technologies is stepping
upitseffortstogogreeninIndia
by introducing more electric
vehicles, partnering with fleet
operators, boosting financing
options and giving its users the
option to hire electric vehicles
whilebooking theirride.As part
of the launch of Uber Green in
June, it will add 25,000 electric
cars on its platform in partner-
ship with fleet providers like
Lithium,Everest and Moove, the
company said on Wednesday.

Besides, it will roll out
10,000 electrictwo-wheelersin
Delhi by 2024 along with Zypp
Electric,another EV start-up. It
has also joined hands with
micro-lender SIDBI to provide
$122.3 million in financing to
buy clean cars and build charg-
ing stations with partners.

The move comes as a new

Uber is bringing its global
mobility agreement with
BP Pulse to India, in
partnership with Jio-bp

e
entrant BluSmart, an electric
mobility start-upbacked by BP's
venture fund, is chipping away
at the dominance of Uber and
SoftBank-backed Ola with bets
on an all-electric taxi fleet and
an aggressive bid to lure dis-
gruntled passengersand drivers
from the incumbents."India's
huge scale and electrification
momentummakes the country

a priority for Uber as we seek to
meet our commitment to elec-
trify every ride on our platform
by 2040,"'said Andrew Macdon-
ald, the seniorvice president for
mobility and business opera-
tionsat Uber.

In partnership with Jio-bp,
Uber is bringing its global
mobility agreement with BP
Pulse to India. The partnership,
while enabling Uber drivers to
access their charging networks,
will also help develop new
charging infrastructure. The
plans for a green fleet under-
score Uber's goal to be carbon
neutral by 2040. Uber is target-
ting more than 1 million EVs in
India and South Asia, consider-
ingit"akey piece"in its regional
growth strategy,a company job
ad on LinkedIn said. It also
unveiled plans to introduce EVs
inIndiaforride-sharing,itsfirst
move to adopt clean cars amid
an Indian government push for
greater electrification of public
transport and shared mobility.



Rambagh Palace
of Jaipur named
world’'s No. 1 hotel

INDIAN HOTELS COMPANY’S
Rambagh Palace, Jaipur, has ranked
as the world’s number one hotel in
the annual 2023 Travellers’ Choice
Awards by travel site TripAdvisor.
Ozen Reserve Bolifushi, Bolifushi
Island, Maldives ranked second, fol-
lowed by Hotel Colline de France,
Gramado, Brazil, in third place. PTI
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https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/economics-of-climate-change-in-india
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/economics-of-climate-change-in-india

Over the past months there have
been several stories about
how extreme weather events have
disrupted normal life in

India. The Global Climate Risk Index
2021 had ranked India 7t in the list of

most affected countries in terms of
exposure and vulnerability to climate

risk events.

Climate change being one of the
most pressing challenges of the
215t century poses significant risks not

only to the environment, human health
and food security, but also economic
development.



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/events-of-extreme-weather
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/global-climate-risk-index-2021
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/global-climate-risk-index-2021
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/gross-domestic-climate-risk-ranking
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/gross-domestic-climate-risk-ranking
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/food-security-in-india

Chart II.1: Risks Emanating from Climate Change across
Geographical Regions in India

Thar Desert Great Himalayas Indo-Gangetic Plains
I Heatwaves I Landslides ‘ I River floods
Cloudbursts Heatwaves
Melting of glaciers Thunderstorms
Coastal Plains and Ghats Central Peninsular Plateau
Heavy precipitation I Heatwaves
Urban floods | Forest fires
Cyclones Droughts
Landslides

Note: Map not to scale.




« Climate change can adversely affect both the supply side (the
productive potential) and the demand side (the consumption
and investment) of the economy.

* |t can also have spillover effects across regions and sectors, as well
as cross-border impacts and contagion risks.



* Impacts:

* Reduced Agricultural Output:

* Disruption of the Fisheries Sector
* Increased Health Costs

» According to the , between 2030 and 2050, climate
change is expected to cause approximately 2,50,000 additional
deaths per year, from malnutrition, malaria, diarrhoea and


https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/world-health-organization-who
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/heat-waves-in-india
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/heat-waves-in-india

- Damaged Infrastructure
* Reduced Industrial Output
* Energy Crisis





https://www.drishtiias.com/current-affairs-news-analysis-editorials/news-editorials/06-01-2022

» National Action Plan on Climate Change:

« It aims at creating awareness among
the representatives of the public,
different agencies of the government,
scientists, industry and the
communities on the threat posed by
climate change and the steps to
counter it.

The ‘Climate-Smart Village' approach in India is
a part of a project led by the Climate Change,
Agriculture and Food Security (CCAFS), an
international research programme.



https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/Paper2/national-action-plan-on-climate-change

What More can India do to
Combat the Impacts of
Climate Change?

Enhancing Carbon
Sequestration:

Building Climate Resilience

Driving India's Green
Transportation Revolution

Climate Smart Agriculture:

i
008




* In the context of India’s preparation for Climate-Smart Agriculture, consider the following
statements: (2021)

1. The ‘Climate-Smart Village' approach in India is a part of a project led by the Climate Change,
Agriculture and Food Security (CCAFS), an international research programme.

2. The project of CCAFS is carried out under Consultative Group on International Agricultural
Research (CGIAR) headquartered in France.

3.The International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT) in India is one
of the CGIAR's research centres.

« Which of the statements given above are correct?

« (@) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3



« Which of the following best describes/describe the aim of ‘Green India Mission’ of the
Government of India? (2016)

1.Incorporating environmental benefits and costs into the Union and State Budgets thereby
implementing the ‘green accounting'.

2.Launching the second green revolution to enhance agricultural output so as to ensure food
security to one and all in the future.

3.Restoring and enhancing forest cover and responding to climate change by a combination of
adaptation and mitigation measures.

« Select the correct answer using the code given below.

« (@) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 3 only
(d)1,2and 3



» With reference to ‘Global Climate Change Alliance’, which of the following statements
is/are correct? (2017)

1.1t is an initiative of the European Union.

2.1t provides technical and financial support to targeted developing countries to integrate
climate change into their development policies and budgets.

3.1t is coordinated by World Resources Institute (WRI) and World Business Council for
Sustainable Development (WBCSD).

» Select the correct answer using the code given below:

« (@) 1 and 2 only
(b) 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3



 Mains

* Q.1 Describe the major outcomes of the 26th session of the
Conference of the Parties (COP) to the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). What are
the commitments made by India in this conference? (2021






https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/forum-shopping

* Recently, the Chief Justice of
India (CJI) has condemned the
practice of Forum
Shopping after
a litigant mentioned the
hearing before CJI although he
had mentioned the same case
a day before another Judge.



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/d-y-chandrachud-50th-chief-justice-of-india/print_manually
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/d-y-chandrachud-50th-chief-justice-of-india/print_manually
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/Paper2/public-interest-litigation

* Forum shopping refers to the practice of deliberately choosing
a specific court for a legal case in the hope of getting a
favorable outcome.

» Litigants and lawyers often consider this strategy as part of
their litigation plan.
* For example, they might opt for a higher court like the
to gain more attention for their case. However, if someone is

clearly trying to manipulate the system or avoid a particular judge, it is
seen as unfair.


https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/supreme-court-of-india
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/supreme-court-of-india

 Similarly, “Bench Hunting" refers to petitioners managing to get
their cases heard by a particular judge or bench to ensure a
favourable order.



* What is the SC’s View on Forum Shopping?

* Dr. Khair-Un-Nisa and Ors vs. UT of Jammu and Kashmir and Ors
2023:

« The Jammu, Kashmir, and Ladakh High Court imposed costs worth
one lakh rupees on the petitioners for indulging in forum shopping by
filing multiple petitions before different wings of the court, despite
having the same cause of action.



Edible Oil Prices and
Significance for India



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/edible-oil-prices-and-significance-for-india
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/edible-oil-prices-and-significance-for-india

Edible oils have experienced significant Price volatility over the past 2-3
years.

The global vegetable oils price index of the
experienced a significant drop to 77.8 points (2014-16 base
period value = 100) in May 2020 during the peak of global Covid
lockdowns. However, it reached an all-time high of 251.8 points in March
2022 following Russia's invasion of Ukraine.



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/world-food-price-index-fao-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/world-food-price-index-fao-1

What are the Factors for
Volatility in Edible Oil Price?

The war between Ukraine

and

Russia disrupted the

world's supply of this
oilseed, as the

ports were shut off.

-

-

Ukraine and Russia
accounted for nearly 58%
of global production in

skyrocket.

~

2021-22, causing prices to

J



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/black-sea-3
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/black-sea-3

The situation changed with the agreement
between Russia and Ukraine, brokered by the UN and Turkey. The

agreement facilitated the safe navigation of vessels carrying grain and
foodstuffs from designated Ukrainian ports.

This led to the shipping out of accumulated sunflower oil, meal, and
seed from Ukraine, resulting in international vegetable oil prices falling
below pre-war levels.



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/black-sea-grain-initiative

What does this Translate into for India?

= Reduction in Cost

Impact on Consumers







IMPORT OF EDIBLE OILS (lakh tonnes)

2017-18
2018-19
2019-20
2020-21
2021-22
2021-227
2022-23"

Palm Oil
87.01
94.09
72.17
83.21
7915
32.26
49.09

Soyabean
3047
3094
33.84
28.66
41.72
2207
17.26

Naote: Figures are for Oil Year { Nov-Oct); "Nov-Apr.

AVERAGE GLOBAL VEGETABLE OIL PRICES ($/tonne, CIF India)

Sunflower
25.25
23.51
2519
18.94
1944
11.10
13.67

Source: The Solvent Extractors’ Asseciaion of India.
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 Consider the following statements: (2018)

1.The quantity of imported edible oils is more than the domestic
production of edible oils in the last five years.

2.The Government does not impose any customs duty on all the
imported edible oils as a special case.

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2






https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/son-river-1

The National Green

Tribunal (NGT) has issued a

directive to halt all mining

activities in Son riverbed in
Sonbhadra district, Uttar
Pradesh.

The directive
addresses illegal mining,
imposing environmental
compensation on mining

companies.



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/10-years-of-national-green-tribunal
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/10-years-of-national-green-tribunal

Yamuna River.

* Son forms a series of waterfalls at the edge of Amarkantak plateau.



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/national-mission-for-clean-ganga-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-analysis/frothing-in-the-yamuna




e Ghaghar, Johilla, Chhoti Mahanadi, Banas, Gopad, Rihand, Kanhar
and North Koel River.







« The WHO recently agreed upon a budget of USD 6.83 billion for the next
two years at the 76" World Health Assembly (WHA), representing a
historic 20% increase in assessed contributions.



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/75th-session-of-world-health-assembly
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Assessed contributions, which are membership fees paid by
countries based on their wealth and population, have seen a
decline in their share of financing the WHO over the years.

This decline has been compensated by voluntary
contributions, which now account for more than three-quarters of
the organisation's funding.

The reliance on voluntary contributions raises questions about the
governance and sustainability of the organisation.



* The top contributors to the WHO in 2020-2021 were Germany,
the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, the US, the UK, and the
European Commission.

* However, there have been concerns about the influence of
earmarked contributions and their potential impact on the
WHO's flexibility.



e Ghaghar, Johilla, Chhoti Mahanadi, Banas, Gopad, Rihand, Kanhar and North Koel
River.
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