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• It consists of the 3 major groups of islands: Melanesia, 
Micronesia and Polynesia, and commonly refers to 
the 14 countries scattered in the South-West Pacific Ocean.
• These are the Cook Islands, Fiji, Kiribati, the Marshall 

Islands, Micronesia, Nauru, Niue, Samoa, the Solomon 
Islands, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Tonga, Tuvalu, and 
Vanuatu.



• The region comprises strategically located (at the 
crossroads of significant maritime trade routes) small 
island nations, with small populations and resource-rich 
Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZs).
• Their profile is rising particularly given the popularity of 

the Indo-Pacific construct.



• The Forum for India-Pacific Islands 
Cooperation (FIPIC):

• It was launched during the PM of 
India’s visit to Fiji in 2014 and includes 
14 of the PICs.

• The FIPIC initiative marks a serious 
effort to expand (from the Indian 
Ocean) India’s strategic and 
commercial interests in the Pacific 
region.



• India’s major assistance projects in the PICs:
• Setting up a special USD 1 million fund for adapting to climate 

change and clean energy, establishing a trade office in India, Pan 
Pacific Islands e-network to improve digital connectivity.
• India has increased the annual “Grant-in-Aid” from USD 125,000 to 

200,000 to each of the 14 PICs for community projects of their choice, 
and launched a new Visitors Programme for PICs.
• At the FIPIC-2 (Jaipur, 2015), FICCI launched the Business 

Accelerator for FIPIC to provide necessary information and 
facilitation to businessmen on both sides.



• The advantage to India: Presence of a sizable Indian 
Diaspora – nearly 40% of Fiji’s population is of Indian origin 
and about 3000 Indians live in PNG.
•
• Challenges: India’s interaction with the PICs still largely 

revolves around its engagement with Fiji and PNG







• The K.K. Birla Foundation was established in 
1991 by Krishna Kumar Birla in Delhi.Its mission is 
to promote literature (especially Hindi literature) and 
the arts, as well as education and social work. It 
regularly gets mentioned in the media for the 
awards it confers, including:

• the Saraswati Samman ₹1,500,000 (US$19,000) for 
literary work in any Indian language(22),

• the Vyas Samman ₹400,000 (US$5,000) for 
prose/poetry work in Hindi,

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Krishna_Kumar_Birla
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hindi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saraswati_Samman
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the Bihari Puraskar ₹100,000 (US$1,300) for prose/poetry work in Hindi/Rajasthani, 
only authors from Rajasthan are eligible,

the Shankar Puraskar ₹150,000 (US$1,900) for a work in Hindi concerning Indian 
philosophy, culture and/or art,

the Vachaspati Puraskar ₹150,000 (US$1,900) for any work in Sanskrit

the G.D. Birla Award for Scientific Research ₹150,000 (US$1,900).

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Shankar_Puraskar&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Vachaspati_Puraskar&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sanskrit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/G.D._Birla_Award_for_Scientific_Research
















• Rayyana Barnawi. 
• The legendary woman is to make history. She will be the 

first Arab woman to enter space. 
• This is a historical moment for the country that had 

centuries of restrictions against Muslim women! 
Rayyana is to travel to the International Space Station 
along with Ali Al-Qarni, a fighter jet pilot. 
• SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket is to carry them. The crews are 

to be launched from Florida.



• First Arab Muslim to travel to space
• The Royal Prince of Saudi Arabia Prince Sultan Bin 

Salman was the first Saudi Arabian to travel to space in 
1985. He too travelled in a US-organized space flight.





































Custodial Torture

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/custodial-torture


• Recently, two police officers were suspended on the charges 
of Custodial Torture(Violence), assaulting the accused in 
Police custody.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/custodial-violence


• What is Custodial Torture?
• About:
• Custodial torture is the infliction of physical or mental pain or 

suffering on a person who is in the custody of the police or other 
authorities.

• It is a grave violation of human rights and dignity and often leads 
to custodial deaths, which are deaths that occur while a person is 
in custody.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/human-rights-watch-s-world-report-2023
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/custodial-death-1


• Custodial Death in India:According to the Ministry of Home Affairs 
(MHA), a total of 146 cases of death in police custody were 
reported during 2017-2018,
• 136 in 2018-2019,
• 112 in 2019-2020,
• 100 in 2020-2021,
• 175 in 2021-2022.



• In the last five years, the highest number of custodial deaths (80) has 
been reported in Gujarat, followed by Maharashtra (76), Uttar Pradesh 
(41), Tamil Nadu (40) and Bihar (38).



• Challenges in Preventing Custodial Torture in India:
• Lack of ratification of the UN Convention against Torture and Other 

Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment 
(UNCAT), which India signed in 1997 but has not yet ratified.
• This prevents India from being bound by international obligations and standards 

to prevent and combat custodial torture.



Legal Protections:

Section 24 Indian Evidence Act, 1872 declares that all the confessions made by 
the accused by succumbing to the threat, promise or inducement of 
investigating agencies would not be admissible in the court of law. This Section 
primarily works for preventing the accused to give confessions against his will.



• Section 330 and 331 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) criminalize 
voluntarily causing hurt or grievous hurt to extort confession or 
information from any person.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/revitalising-indian-criminal-justice-system


• What are the International Conventions for Human Rights?
• International Human Rights Law, 1948
• United Nation Charter, 1945 
• The Nelson Mandela Rules, 2015



• What Measures can be Taken to Combat Custodial Torture?
• Strengthening Legal Systems:
• Police Reforms and Sensitization:
• Empowering Civil Society and Human Rights Organizations



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/calcium-41-for-radiometric-dating
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/calcium-41-for-radiometric-dating


Scientists have suggested using Calcium-41 
for Radiometric Dating as an alternative to Carbon-
14 for determining the age of fossilized bones and rocks.

They have suggested a technique called Atom-Trap Trace 
Analysis (ATTA) as a solution, because ATTA is sensitive 
enough to spot Calcium-41, which is a rare isotope.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/carbon-dating-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/carbon-dating
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/carbon-dating


• Calcium-41:
• Calcium-41 is a rare long-lived radioisotope of calcium with a half-life 

of 99,400 years.
• Calcium-41 is produced in the Earth's crust when cosmic rays from 

space collide with calcium atoms in soil or rocks.
• This isotope has the potential to be employed in dating methods for 

objects that are older than what can be accurately determined using 
carbon-14 dating.

•



• What is Radiometric Dating?
• About:
• Radiometric dating is a method used to determine the age of rocks, 

minerals, and fossils based on the decay of radioactive isotopes.

• For example, carbon-14 dating is effective for dating organic 
materials up to about 50,000 years old. When an organic entity 
is alive, its body keeps absorbing and losing carbon-14 atoms. 
When it dies, this process stops and the extant carbon-14 starts 
to decay away.



• Limitations with Carbon-14:
• Carbon-14 is an unstable and weakly radioactive isotope of carbon. It 

has a half-life of 5,700 years and is used to estimate the age of 
carbon-based materials.

• Carbon dating using Carbon-14 is limited to objects up to 50,000 years 
old due to carbon-14's 5,700-year half-life.



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/world-food-india-2023


In celebration of the International Year of Millets in 
2023, India's Ministry of Food Processing Industries will be 
organizing the second edition of 'World Food India 2023', 
which aims to showcase India's rich food culture and attract 
global investments in the diverse food processing sector.

The event will take place from 3rd-5th November 2023 in New 
Delhi.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/international-year-of-millets-2023
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• In celebration of the International Year of Millets in 2023, India's 
Ministry of Food Processing Industries will be organizing the second 
edition of 'World Food India 2023', which aims to showcase India's 
rich food culture and attract global investments in the diverse food 
processing sector.

• The event will take place from 3rd-5th November 2023 in New Delhi.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/international-year-of-millets-2023
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/food-processing-sector
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• World Food India 2023 is a gateway to the Indian food economy, 
facilitating partnerships between Indian and foreign investors.

• It will be a one-of-a-kind gathering of manufacturers, producers, 
food processors, investors, policymakers, and organisations from 
across the global food ecosystem.

• It is a promising platform to showcase, connect and collaborate in 
retail, processing, technology transfer, manufacturing, and cold 
chain logistics, along the global food value chain.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/food-processing-sector


• India is one of the world's largest producers and consumers of food 
products.
• India leads the world in the production of milk, bananas, 

mangoes, papayas, guavas, ginger, okra and buffalo meat, ranks 
second in the production of rice, wheat, potatoes, garlic, cashew 
nuts.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/world-dairy-summit-2022-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/direct-seeding-of-rice-1
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The PM also unveiled the plan for what is set to be the world's largest museum, Yuge 
Yugeen Bharat, which will capture 5,000 years of India's history.

The Mascot of the International Museum Expo is a contemporized version 
of the Dancing Girl made of wood in the Chennapatnam art style.

Recently, the Prime Minister (PM) of India inaugurated the International Museum Expo 
2023 in New Delhi to celebrate the 47th International Museum Day (IMD).

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/international-museum-day


What is International 
Museum Day?



• International Museum Day and SDG: Each year since 2020, the International 
Museum Day supports a set of Goals from the Sustainable Development Goals of 
the United Nations. In 2023, we will focus on:
• Goal 3 Global Health and Wellbeing, Goal 13 Climate Action, Goal 15 Life on 

Land.

https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper3/sustainable-development-3
https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/paper3/sustainable-development-3


• Notable Museums in India
• National Museum, New Delhi (Subordinate Office under the Ministry of Culture)
• National Gallery of Modern Art, Bengaluru
• Victoria Memorial Hall (VMH), Kolkata
• Asiatic Society, Kolkata
• National Museum of Natural History (NMNH), New Delhi



The International 
Day for Biological 

Diversity 2023

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/the-international-day-for-biological-diversity-2023
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To address the biodiversity crisis, the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework was adopted at 
the 15th Conference of Parties (COP 15) to the Convention on Biological Diversity

This framework sets ambitious targets for 2030 and provides a roadmap for conservation, 
restoration, and sustainable use of biodiversity.

The Global Assessment Report on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services highlights the risk of extinction for around 
one million species.

The International Day for Biological Diversity (IDB), celebrated on 22nd May 2023, raises awareness about the 
importance of biodiversity for sustaining life on Earth.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/kunming-declaration-on-biodiversity
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/unccd-conference-of-parties-cop15-
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/convention-on-biological-diversity
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• The United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) in 
1993 proclaimed 22nd May as IDB to increase 
understanding and awareness of biodiversity 
issues.The UNGA also declared the period 2011-
2020 as the United Nations (UN) Decade on 
Biodiversity

• It also declared 2021-2030 as the UN 
Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable 
Development and the UN Decade on 
Ecosystem Restoration.

https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/united-nations-1


• The theme for 2023 is “From Agreement to Action: Build Back 
Biodiversity”.
• 30 by 30 Target:
• The declaration made a reference to the '30 by 30' target which is 

a key proposal being debated at the COP15, that would afford 30% of 
the Earth’s land and oceans protected status by 2030.



The framework consists of four goals and 23 targets for 2030.

The four goals are:



World Bee Day

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/world-bee-day-1


The Theme of 2023 is “Bee engaged in pollinator-friendly agricultural production”.

The event aimed to promote and popularise beekeeping nationwide through the National 
Beekeeping & Honey Mission (NBHM) under the Atma-Nirbhar Bharat initiative.

The Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare (MoA&FW), recently celebrated World Bee 
Day on May 20th, 2023 at Balaghat, Madhya Pradesh.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-analysis/madhu-kranti-portal-honey-corners
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The date was chosen to commemorate the birthday of 
Anton Janša, a pioneer of modern beekeeping from 
Slovenia.

The United Nations General Assembly declared World 
Bee Day in 2017, following a proposal by Slovenia and 
the support of 115 countries.

https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/united-nations-1


• India is one of the largest producers and consumers of honey 
in the world, with an estimated annual production of 1.2 lakh 
metric tonnes. India has a rich tradition and culture of 
beekeeping, dating back to ancient times.



At present, about 12,699 
Beekeepers and 19.34 lakhs 

honey bees colonies are 
registered with the National Bee 

Board and India is producing 
about 1,33,200 Metric tonnes of 

Honey (2021-22 estimate).

In November 2022, a new 
species of endemic honeybee 

named Indian black 
honeybee (Apis karinjodian) was 

discovered in the Western 
Ghats after a gap of more than 

200 years.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/beekeeping-development-committee
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• As per the National Horticulture Board (NHB), Uttar Pradesh, 
West Bengal, Punjab, Bihar, Rajasthan, Himachal Pradesh, 
Haryana, Uttarakhand, Madhya Pradesh and Karnataka were 
the top ten honey-producing states in 2021-22.







• Vinegar and honey mixture can be an easy hack to spot fake honey 
from pure honey. To perform this test, try mixing a few drops of 
honey into a solution of vinegar-water. If the mixture starts to foam, it 
might be a sign that the quality of the honey is contaminated.















• Consider the following kinds of organisms: (2012)
1.Bat
2.Bee
3.Bird
• Which of the above is/are pollinating agent/agents?
• (a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3



• An objective of the National Food Security Mission is to 
increase the production of certain crops through area 
expansion and productivity enhancement in a sustainable 
manner in the identified districts of the country. What are 
those crops? (2010)
• (a) Rice and wheat only

(b) Rice, wheat and pulses only
(c) Rice, wheat, pulses and oil seeds only
(d) Rice, wheat, pulses, oil seeds and vegetables





• With reference to the Indian judiciary, consider thefollowing statements: (2021)
1.Any retired judge of the Supreme Court of India can be called back to sit and act 

as a Supreme Court judge by the Chief Justice of India with the prior permission 
of the President of India.

2.A High Court in India has the power to review its own judgement as the Supreme 
Court does.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
• (a) 1 only

(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither I nor 2



Thank you 
guys, see you 
tomorrow


