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The Corgress lod government

in Kamataka, which wil be
formed on Seturday, wal

HYDERABAD
ERS chief and Telangana CM
K Chandrashekar Rao said on
Fricy that “our objective of
transforming indis wil begin
from Makarashira® while
anmouncing 3 30-day eeercise
o expand the party’s netmork
inthe State. » Page &

Hindenburg-Adani case:
expert panel ‘clears’ SEBI

SEBI had drawn a blank in its

into the ownershi,

ue structures’ of 13 overseas

and
entities, says SC-appointed panek regulator has sought more time to complete its investigation

NEW DELHI

stituted by the Su-
preme Coarrt in the Hin-
denburg-Adani allegations

case and headed by former
Supreme Court judge, Jus-
tice A, re —

the Securities d
change Board of India e
“drawn a 3 sina
“~chicke: situa-
tioa™ in its investigation in-
of

Panel’s findings

regard to allegations in the
Hindenburg report about
menimum _public

share-

o t
overseas entitles, Incduding
12 Forelgn Portiollo Imves.
tors (FPIs).
In its 178-page

the panel said, “SEBI s
found 42 contributories to
the assets under manage-
ment of the 13 overseas en
dties.  Vartous avenues
have been purssed — in-
cluding ED, CBOT and va-

rious market regulators
the e parisdicrions
where the contributories
are situated. SEBI has
drawn a blank”. The mar-
ket regular has asked the
court for more time to
Its

oy =ty owners|

chain of ownership of the

13 entities was not clear.
The commintee sald that

SEBI was the

The foundation of SE-
BEs suspscion that led to -

awnership of the 13 entities
since October 2020, with

the
need for a “coherent enfor-
cement policy™, the panel
concluded it would not be
pomssible to return a
EF regulatory failure in
compltnce wih stipuls-
s governing minimum
Pabie Sharehotding
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RBI to pull out
2,000 notes
from active
circulation

MUMEAL

The Reserve Bank of India
(RED on Friday decided to
wihdraw 22,000 den

As in the days after de-
monetisation, the decision
o withdraw 2,000 notes

is also likely to strain the
s)sl:m creating an-

venience to
The, K‘ubllc

The cenaral bank has ad-
vised the

notes of other denomina
tlons at any branch.
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AFTERMATH OF PROTESTS.
Officials hand over list of
‘wanted’ people to Imran

WORLD » PAGE 15

sun Beging: G-7 leaders lying wreaths at Hrcshima Peac
in the Japamese <Ry, swd Shat they would mowe [ further restrict Russa’s access 1 G-

Memorial Park, i

roshimea on Fr

2. The members of the bloc, meeting
economies to “starve Russia’s war machine

Only ambition is to unite the Opposition
parties to fight the BJP, says Sharad Pawar

EXCLUSIVE

hese K. Geon

MUMBAT

The defeat of the BIP in the
elec-

nal

and

frer belng In
power

various positions of
for over six decades.
My only ambitson is to

t5on is part of an emerging
pattern of people turning
against It across the coun-
try, Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) chief Sharad
Pawar said.

Mr. Pawar, who will be
attending the swearing-in
of the Congress govern-
ment led by Siddaramaial
in By on Saturday.
told The Hindu that the de
feat of the BIP in 2024 was
in “national interest, ad-
ding that he had no perso-

political situastion in the
country, the Jeadership of
any future non-BIP forma-
ton, the Shiv Sena (UBT»

PA

i pephew Ajit Pawar's a-
leged ties with the BIP.
our-time  Maha-

rashtra Chief Minister and
farmer Unson Minister sald
that the BIP had “robbed
other parties” to gain
er in several States, and it
could win through fair
means only In a few sus
85 Gujarat, Untar Pradesh
and Assam.

“There is no BJP in maost
parts of the country... not 3

le Stase in soutcrn In-
dia” he sall

had come together against

sald, “Don’t worry, we will
fght and see. came to
power, and [ myself was in
government which conti-
Fucd fo 10 years

Acc the NCP

patriareh, sl differences

on-BIP parties can

be sarted out once the goal
T Ou o

the current political situa-
tion in the country with
that of 2003 when sev-
eral Opposition parties

of
i achseved.
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Private hospitals in Kerala in search of bouncers

Heavily-built

KOCHL

Brawny bouncers ar

being hired by private
hospitals in Kerala in the
wake of instances of
patients and careghvers
attacking medscal
personnel and hospital
Property in different parts

ards are bel

hired after

of <

ki staff in different parts of the State

w0 bouncers who were added recently to the

Following the recent
dxyight musder of 2
young house surgeon in
Koctarakara, the State
government last week had

to steps to curb
amend the Kerak - ¢ instances" of
Heakthcare Service hospitalrelated violence.
Persons and Healthcare Emakulam Medical
Service I Centre In Kochl recent
Grevention of Vialence added four bouncers to
and Damage o Property) bolster its security team.
t. Organssations Clad in biack
ot et e e Ggure-hugging T-shirts,
cm

X @

g e .
security team ot the Emakifam Nedical Centre in Kochi = wesss

matching pants and shiny
Black shoes, they keep an
eye on everyone whao
walks into the hospical.
arning will
isstied in the event of an
untoward imcident. It
would prompt the staff to
quickly assembile at

predesignated points t
ensure their safety,” said
an official at the hospital.

e bouncers have
been Instructed nat to get
involved in law and order
sssues but to assist the
hospial staff in coatrolling

sasd T.

uram. The

PROs that steps in and
defuses a situation at the
slightest hint of trouble.
Mr. Philip sasd

Centre reverses SC
order, gives L-G final
say on bureaucrats

y s

NEW DELHI

The Unlon government on

Friday brought an ordi-
nance desgnating the
Li rnor (L-G)

such

Rajappan Nair, managing
director of the private

The Kerala Private
Hospitals Assockacion is in
the process of forming a

security agency
ited th

Wﬁl deter mlmnn‘
sence of br:
security personnel will
deter potencial
akers. One more

secuTity

Fystem for s mesmber

hospitals, accarding to

Hussain Koya Thangal,
e

bureaucrats serving
Delhi government.

preme  Court
that gave the Arvind Kejri-
wal-led Aam Aadmi Party
{AAP) government the
power to make laws and

wiald control over burest:
crats depu Thi
sovermy

noe seeks to
estabiish for the firss thme
the National Capltal Civ8
Fauborkty
NCCSA), whichs wi
headed by the Chief Minis-
ter of Delhi, with the Chief
Secretary and Principal
Home Secretary of Delhi as
its other two members.
“All matters required to

Jorny of votes of the mem-

present and voting,”
read the ordinance. Issued
by the Unson Law Ministry.
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SC calls for
records

of ex-MP’s
remission
The Hindu Burecau
Newoes

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day directed the Bihar go-

nment to produce the
orggmal records. led to
its decsi ‘remitting the

Anand Mohan In the mur-
of

for the al records
by

leading to the remissson
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RBI to pull out
32,000 notes
from active
circulation

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on Friday decided to
withdraw 32,000 denomi-
nation banknotes from cir-
culation in pursuance of its
“Clean Note Policy”. Ho-
wever, the 32,000 notes
will continue to be legal
tender. A similar withdra-
wal of notes from circula-
tion was undertaken in
2013-2014.

As in the days after de-
monetisation, the decision
to withdraw 32,000 notes
is also likely to strain the
system besides creating an-
xiety and inconvenience to
the public.

The central bank has ad-
vised the public to deposit
32,000 notes into their
bank accounts and/or ex-
change them into bank-
notes of other denomina-
tions at any branch.

+

RBI to pull out 2,000
notes from circulation

“Deposit into bank accounts can be made in the
usual manner, that is, without restrictions and
subject to extant instructions and other applica-
ble statutory provisions,” the RBI said. For opera-
tional convenience and to avoid disruption of reg-
ular activities of banks, exchange of 32,000 notes
into banknotes of other denominations can be
made up to a limit of 320,000 at a time at any
bank, starting from May 23. To complete the exer-
cise in a time-bound manner and provide adeq-
uate time to the members of the public, all banks
have been directed to provide deposit and/or ex-
change facility for ¥2,000 notes till September 30.

The RBI has issued separate guidelines to the
banks. The facility for exchange of 32,000 notes
up to the limit of ¥20,000 at a time will also be
available at the 19 Regional Offices of the RBI hav-
ing “Issue Departments” from May 23. Banks have
been asked to stop issuing 32,000 notes with im-
mediate effect.

“Members of the public are encouraged to util-
ise the time up to September 30, 2023 to deposit
and/or exchange the 32,000 notes,” the RBI state-
ment added. The printing of 32,000 notes was
stopped in 2018-19.



SEPTEMBER 30: Date by which the
RBI has “encouraged” people to
“deposit and/ or exchange” their
32,000 notes.

220,000: Value of 32,000 notes that
you can exchange at a time. This
means 10 notes at a time.

ELDERLY, SPECIAL NEEDS: RBI has
said that banks have been instructed
to make arrangements to reduce

2000 BANKNOTES
1 INCIRCULATION

(Figurein lakh crore as
onMarch 31)

2018 | 2023

M L
% of total notes in
circulation

press Archive

inconvenience for senior citizens,
persons with disabilities who seek to
exchange notes.

SOILED NOTES: RBI has said the idea
is to make available “good quality”
notes to the public under its Clean
Note Policy, and that the 32,000 note
will “maintain its legal tender status”.
What is unclear is why the RBI is then
setting a deadline for exchanging
these notes.



Why has the RBI withdrawn Rs 2000
notes?

The Rs 2000 note was introduced in
November 2016 under Section 24(1) of The
RBI Act, 1934, primarily with the objective of
meeting the currency requirement of the
economy expeditiously after the legal tender
status of Rs 500 and Rs 1000 notes was with-
drawn. With the fulfilment of that objective,
and once notes of other denominations were
available in adequate quantities, the printing
of Rs 2000 notes was stopped in 2018-19.

The RBI issued the majority of the Rs
2000 denomination notes prior to March
2017; these notes are now at the end of their
estimated lifespan of 4-5 years. This denom-
ination is no longer commonly used for
transactions; besides, there is adequate stock
of banknotes in other denominations to meet
currency requirements.

“In view of the above, and in pursuance
of the ‘Clean Note Policy’ of the Reserve Bank
of India, it has been decided to withdraw the
Rs 2000 denomination banknotes from cir-
culation,” the RBI said.

Value of 2,000-rupee
notes in the economy

6.57 6.73 6.58 (March, 2 trillion)

5.48

4.9 108

2,000-rupee notes as a

% of total bank notes

50- (March, %)
40
30
20
10

0-
2017 2023



Clean Note Policy

THE RBIRELEASE also cites the
central bank's 'Clean Note Policy'
as a reason behind the decision to
withdraw the 2,000
denomination banknotes from
circulation.

The central bank announced
the policy inJanuary 1999, under
which several steps were taken
such as the installation of the
Currency Verification and
Processing Systems (CVPS),
starting with nine issue offices
before expanding it to all issue
offices. With these systems in
place, the disposal capacity, to
getrid of soiled notes, increased
considerably. The other steps
taken were issuing of a directives
to all banks prohibiting stapling of
bank notes and to issue only
clean notes to the public.



Centre reverses SC
order, gives L-G final
say on bureaucrats

Vijaita Singh
Sandeep Phukan
NEW DELHI

The Union government on
Friday brought an ordi-
nance designating the
Lieutenant-Governor (L-G)
as the administrator of Del-
hi, with the final say on the
postings and transfer of all
bureaucrats serving the
Delhi government.

The ordinance, promul-
gated by President Droupa-
di Murmu, seeks to amend
the Government of Nation-
al Capital Territory of Delhi
Act, 1991, and effectively
negates the May 11 Su-
preme Court judgment
that gave the Arvind Kejri-
wal-led Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) government the
power to make laws and

wield control over bureau-
crats deputed to the Delhi
government.

The ordinance seeks to
establish for the first time
the National Capital Civil
Service Authority
(NCCSA), which will be
headed by the Chief Minis-
ter of Delhi, with the Chief
Secretary and Principal
Home Secretary of Delhi as
its other two members.

“All matters required to
be decided by the Authori-
ty shall be decided by ma-
jority of votes of the mem-
bers present and voting,”
read the ordinance, issued
by the Union Law Ministry.

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 12
RELATED REPORT
» PAGE 2
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rations self-reuan

Yogi
in Lucknow an ndxy
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in line with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's vision of “Astma
ath asked the:

. Saharanpur Ajay
Xumar Singh al Bm-) )laoor Umesh Gautam
present
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Objective of transforming India will
begin from Maharashtra, says KCR

Telangana CM and BRS chief says both States have close cultural ges long border: announces 30-day exercise for expansion of party nerwork

HYDERABAD

logans of “Ab ki baar.

®ana Chsef Minister K.
Cha on
Fricay.

This was Mr. Rao's
fourth public meeting in
the State in four months —
three of heid n
Nanded district alone.

Unhappy with tussle in Cong..
Jat leader Maharia rejoins BJP

In a setback to the ruling in Rajasthan
abead of this year's Assembly election, former
Union Minister and & romnnem Jat leader of the

on,
the BJP here on Friday. Mr. Maharia bad won
e i 5

corruption” in the State government.

‘Probe role of radical Meitei

grougs ln Manipur p__omm

Five € eribal i
in New Dzlhilmdzrn-'lded pttlbel into the

d imTvalvement of two radical Meite groups
n the in the
noctheastern State on May 3. The arson and

Friday. secws

vernment had announced

26,000 monthly financial
aid  to fammers  in
Maharashtra.

Farmers
At Fndavrs rally, Mr. Raoc
“Earlier the Maha-

> v was the only way o

SRS president K_Chandracckhar Rao speaking At 3 party baining came 2t Nanded in Naharasher on achleve progress, the Te-
p—— langana ©M sxid, ~Os

countri that embrace

L model of to have outofthe box develop-

mem", Mr. Rao said ft was  already <o|'nnll<a(ed the e models make pro-

in the monthlong pro-
Addressing pesrtycadres will change the
from across the 2=S politics of Mah,
sembly hat the

BRS
day exercise 1o expand the
party’s network in over
45,000 viiages inwben

n

Saying that the res
taken by his party workers

also
nosth India for 3 couple of
weeks and woek

wra for extending the ~Te-

quite natural as
shares a more (han Lo00.
km border with the

The BRSs first foray in
electoral politics a

the party's firss
Btiokar in

nach qnnae faction) go-

arithmecic a ess. Countries ke
head of the 2024  and cther Southeast Asian
countries, were

rally
Nanded on Fe-

Sena (Ek- one party
the need for the

In cxles, we e gave each each con-
* e
s.nd rding that Fela -relmg;.
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jab and Haryana in padd)
production by a
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er 50% of th o,

NCM team visits
Arunachal to look
at ‘disputed’ site

GUWAHATE

A two-member team of the
National Commission for
Minorities (WO}

Recruitment drives to go on in
J khand ite raids: CM

JFharkhand Chief Minister

Il be posted
0 all 24 districes of the State. T the day as
historic, the Chief sasd that the

s and <
though the country, including the castern State.
was facing another pandemsc -~CBI and ED

e Chief Minaster made the comments
While addressing a prof
Indoor Sta

O ang  where Rin-
poche Padmasambhava
meditated.” Norbu

Nang Cultur: lop-
ment Society told The
Hinde.

solution to the issue’

A after a 2d-year-old
smdem of Shiv Nadar Un-
Iversity was shot dead in-
side the institute’s Greater
campuas, i

oe

It's shameful thas under
so mauch surveillance
this man shot her dead
and no one tried to
stop ham

HAJ KUMAR CHAURASIA
Fathes o docramed

and prec
the safety of iis students,

starf me and al ol:h~
er personmnel on the univer-
sity c

S—
nmeanwhile, a video has
hic!

. The man, sdentified as
2x~,~e.u~om.\m,sngh
a resident of Amwoha in Ut-
tar Pradesh. The police
were informed about
incident by the university
authorities around 1.30
P, 3 senior of i
Minutes before  killing

lold The Hinde that che fa-
mily would approach Ustar
e e

aurasia, a emerged In Anug
tmm -year B.A. (Sociology)  “Nome tried mnop PuUrport that be
- was allegedly shoe S s father n-:ed as sulcring from brain

dead by ber aver the cancer.
which he o b at the universi His  family. bowever.
hostel room and shot hém- R Kumar Chaurssia, who  sabd be was fit and didnt
seif. according to the pol- npur-based lawyer,  bhave any condi-

dons. The police s-‘d they
are v-—---ns for the post-

Yo detasis to

&i Adityanath the claim about brain
“We send our children  cancer
to study.. It's shameful in the 23-minute video

that under so mach sur-
her

wiich he slegediy seat to
soame friends, Anuj
o b Vpema talking

Greater Noida shooting: university
first reported it as a dog bite case

about his classmare and

“As of now, we are prob-

ng how rocured a
Pitcol inside the campus
and

abous the incident. I don'e
know what 1o say. I don
know from where he goc

How Gujarat is working to become India’s

GANDHIN,

Am

Gujarat has set the ball roll-
to become the coun-

Green (super)power

e

ISTOC PE o0

=199 ki bemctares 3 botted Sor green

pidecmen < turmars a1 he State

=10 Lakh Crore worth of nwestment
=l b= the S

wer the nest

b or m Tryirogen by
creating 2 production ca-
Paﬂy SF &' mctric towmses

annum  (MTPA) by
S5 Seate Induseries M.
nister Balwanssinh Rajput
sald. binet approw

The State is framing a
Bew v for green hy-  in
drogen actuTing.
whach will be given the sta-

R D

areas

a “priocRy
sahd olﬁdals The State C&
the allot-
ment of 1.99 lakh hectares
i e Kutch- tha

bo: agamst the
proposals, by the corpo-

races that W the Mols,
for sewing projects
aeross 3,28 lakh hectares.
The land parcels will be al-
lotted an a 40-year lease

The governmens will

provide a range of Incen-
tives to the mdustries in-
vesting in the State’s green
h

ydrogen projects, of
said. As per = the End allos-
ment campa-
rhust meet S0%. of
thelr green hydrogen pro-
capacity within
ﬁve years of commission-
ing thesr plants and 100%
within eight years

Zero emission country
I.lnder the Natonally Deter-
Contributions

green hydrogen hub

o
made sgniHcant commit-
ments,

. announcing plans
to imvest more than ¥4.13
lakh crore over the pext 50

years In green hydrogen

and

10 create a capacity 1o pro-
duce up to 3 million tonnes
of wlrogen

droy produc
Bon capacity of at least S
nT

Tonnes) per annum. with

Van Gujjars living
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State and the ipal Se-
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said eviction

wherveas the Indian Forest
s It to come
ot

he Farest

ficials, alleging that provi-

Ofhcer.
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How Gujarat is working to become India’s green hydrogen hub

Mahesh Langa
GANDHINAGAR

Gujarat has set the ball roll-
ing to become the coun-
try’s green hydrogen ma-
nufacturing hub and retain
its dominance over the in-
dustrial sector. The State
has signed memoranda of
understanding (MoUs) with
several big corporates, in-
cluding Reliance, Adani,
ArcelorMittal and Torrent,
which have pledged huge
investments in green ener-
gy projects and have been
allotted land for the same.

“We aim to become a
hub for green hydrogen by
creating a production ca-
pacity of 8 metric tonnes
per annum (MTPA) by
2035,” State Industries Mi-
nister Balwantsinh Rajput
said.

The State is framing a
new policy for green hy-
drogen  manufacturing,
which will be given the sta-

fad V|

Green (super)power

® Hydrogen produced
through renewable/ 3
non-fossil sources
is called green
hydrogen

® Expected to help
decarbonise energy-
intensive industries
like fertilisers, steel,
chemicals, petroleum

® Gujarat aims to

e

 r——

2

ISTOCKPHOTO

® 1.99 lakh hectares allotted for green
hydrogen schemes in the State

produce 8 lakh tonnes
of green hydrogen per
annum by 2035

® %10 lakh crore worth of investment
expected in the State over the next 15
years

Investments pledged

Reliance Group %5.6 lakh crore

Adani Group %4.13 lakh crore

tus of a “priority sector”,
said officials. The State Ca-
binet approved the allot-
ment of 1.99 lakh hectares
in the Kutch-Banaskantha
border areas against the
proposals, by the corpo-

rates that signed the MoUs,
for setting up projects
across 3.26 lakh hectares.
The land parcels will be al-
lotted on a 40-year lease
initially.

The government will

provide a range of incen-
tives to the industries in-
vesting in the State’s green
hydrogen projects, officials
said. As per the land allot-
ment policy, the compa-
nies must meet 50% of
their green hydrogen pro-
duction capacity within
five years of commission-
ing their plants and 100%
within eight years.

Zero emission country
Under the Nationally Deter-
mined Contributions
(NDC), India has set a target
of becoming a net-zero
emission country by 2070.
The country also aims to
reduce its carbon emis-
sions by 45% by 2030 by
sourcing 50% of its energy
from renewable sources.
“As a State with a favour-
able policy regime and so-
lid infrastructure base, Guj-
arat will be a hub for green
energy and its ecosystem,”
an official said, adding,

“the State is expecting
around 10 lakh crore
worth of investments in
this new sector over the
next 15 years.”

Any company intending
to set up a green hydrogen
plant in Gujarat should
have prior experience in
producing at least 500 me-
gawatts (MW) of renewable
energy or should be a user
of “green”, “blue”, or
“brown” hydrogen.

Major opportunities
Among the companies that
have signed MoUs with the
State, the Reliance group
has committed invest-
ments worth 5.6 lakh
crore to set up a renewable
energy park and a green
hydrogen park in Gujarat.
The Adani group has also
made significant commit-
ments, announcing plans
to invest more than 4.13
lakh crore over the next 10
years in green hydrogen
|

and associated ecosystems
to create a capacity to pro-
duce up to 3 million tonnes
of  green hydrogen
annually.

The companies plan to
set up factories for solar
photovoltaic modules,
electrolysers, energy stor-
age batteries and fuel cells,
and wind and solar
projects.

In its recent Union Bud-
get, the Centre allocated
319,744 crore for the Na-
tional Green Hydrogen Mis-
sion, which seeks to pro-
mote the development of
green hydrogen produc-
tion capacity of at least 5
MMT  (Million Metric
Tonnes) per annum, with
an associated renewable
energy capacity addition of
about 125 gigawatts (GW) in
the country by 2030. In ad-
dition, the policy aims to
attract investment of over
¥8 lakh crore and create ov-
er 6 lakh jobs by 2030.



UNION CABINET APPROVES
NATIONAL GREEN HYDROGEN MISSION
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Hindenburg-Adani case:

committee ‘clears’ SEBI

Committee said that the cooun-
regulac

Sapre

by the market or was due to a

change in the legislatve policy of SEBI under the
20

FP1 lations 2054 on the basis of a recommen-
dation by 3 Working Group in 2018 As the law
stands, FPis need to only ir “beneficial
ownes™. ma not the “Eist natural person abave
eve ng economic interest in the
FP1-) i conformation with -
derl

ia 3018, the very providon h
“opague st

inter-
ay A ehe Teport ob-
mllsnddlzlfm(hesmlbpulmmlu
suspicions. its investigation would require infor-
mation about the "ultimate economse owners|

-.3nd not just the ~beneficial owners™

not just — of the 13
overseas entries under i

SC defers scientific survey on
Shivling’ at Gyanvapi mosque

The Centre and the UP.

to the

for a

the surv

of the

uted structure;

Saolicitor-General Tushar Mehta raises concern that the exercise may cause some damage to it

NEW DELHI

ing
survey of the Shiwing” al-

found on the Gyan-
vapl mosque premises in
Vatamas

threejudge  Bench
neaded by Chief Justice of
India D3

the unpnc.nom of

lhe nary 12 order would re-

scrutiny ™. The

Garbon dating amnd scintif
sc survey ar the disputed

of The meosa,
the High Court order. FLE PHOTO

Huzefa Ahmadi, against
the High Court order.

beheldonmya'l‘hm
court ordered

Angu
st‘d Varanasi, the mos-
ques carctakers, repre-
sented by senior advocate

Courts
“Solicitor-General, would
you like to take mstruc-
i = s exa

had sppesied agwnst

lighting the implication:
that may fallow if the car-
bon dating and

<an he done. Your Lord-
we will awalt your

said.

Advocate Vishnu Shan-
kar Jain, appearing for dm
Hindu women w

aged has already been ta-
1 . viy-3-ll

survey inad -

we will have to see bow 5t

However, the Chief ]ns-
tice told Mr. Jain, “Let the

They
the ASL Let
the governmens also con
glder other opdlons and the
involved... These are

Effort to spin panel’s
findings as clean chit
to Adani bogus: Cong.

NEW DELHI
The effort to wln‘l.heﬁnd
ings of the Supreme Court.
appointed -
tee om the Hindenb
Adani et a clea

committee (PC)  probe
sgnger.

ary to the boasts
oflhe [Na!elhdnil Modl go-
:m

[SEBI M. Rarests ssd.

to 3,859~ — which raises
the question on whase in-
terest was LIC acting.” Mr.
R said quoting the

repart.
“We wish to say nothing
the committee’s

RBI to pull out ¥2,000
notes from circulation

“Deposit into bank accounts can be made in the

il i €ttt s mlthicest roatsRitioms
subject to extant instructions and other

ble statusory provistons.” the R said, For opers

ulaibﬂMneso(bﬂnb exdmnneelcooomm
can

made up to a T ot 720,000
bank. starting from May 23. To complete
cise In a tme-bound

uate time 1o the members

separat.
facility for exchange of 32,000 notes
0,000 at a thime wi be

g “Esse Departments~ from May 23. Banks have
been asked to stop issuing ¥2.000 notes with im-
mediate effect.

“Members of the public are encouraged to util-
Ise the tme up 1o Seprember 30, 2023 o dEDOsl(

and/or exchange the 22,000 notes,” the RBI
ment added. The printng of £2,000 notes =
sopped in 2038-19.

SC calls for records of
former MP’s pardon

Mr. Mohan was released from prison recently.
aspect.” By Jussi ry e
marked orally while declining an intervention

appllcuoon
“The Bihar Prison Manual was amended on Ayl
ifs somment

ng -
well for Mr. Mohan and 25 others.
“Life imprisonment, when awarded as a sl*lsl'r
tute for death penalty, has to be carried out
as directed by the court and would be beyoad ap-
of ~ the pettion

Centre gives L-G final
say on bureaucrats

The authority will decide the transfer, posting and
vigilanoe matters o‘xllGroupAofﬁcEnandmN
ICS officers posted in Delhi through majority

woces.
ordinance stated that the L-G will pass or-
ders to give effect to the reconzmendations
by the NCCSA but can ask for the relevant material
with regard to officers belonging to All India Ser-
¥ices and DANICS serving the Delhi government.
-In case the Lieuwtenant Governor differs ‘tlh

e naterial 20 called for ar otherwisc, the Licuse-

reasons to be recorded in
ommendarion to the Auth-
by the sald

dinance.
However, the fnal decision will lie with the
Li of Delbs, the
Provided also that in case of difference of opi-
nion, the of the 1
shall be final,” it read.

SC back to its full strength
of 34 as CJI administers
oath to two new judges

NEW DELHI

mlzf Jus(k*e o( india DY,
Frida

wanathan,
the court to its full sanc-
o1led strength f 34

Jmtkv:s Mishra and Vis-

preme
mnto recess uncil reopening
on July 2.

Justices Mishra and Vis-

SMew chapter: CJi DY. Chandrachud sdmisisters oath of offce to
senior advocate KV, Viswanatihan in New Delt, on Frida,

Independence of SC
is integral to rule of
law: Justice Joseph

judges In the presence of
the full court n an audito-
=]

and coincided with the
first day In office of the
new Law Minister, Azjun
Ram Meghwal.

Justice

eoe

It is not very difficult foe

Not inviting
President is
an insult, says
Opposition

the new
ding Is an
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Prime Minister Narendra

Modi will be inauguracing

the building on May 25
Congress general secre-

would be in line (obc(hc
58th Chief Justice of India
in

‘Guard the ethos”
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#uard the ethos of the Con.
stitation ethos of

ew Modi's
“personal . pro-
Ject”. Tweeting a plcture of
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The Calcutta High Cosrt on
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termination t
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NEW DELHI

Minister Kiren Rijiju, who
ook charge as Minister of
Earth Sciences on Friday,
sadd that he didn’t view be-

ing shunted out of the Law
Ministry as “punishment™
for his often-strident
stance agains the

In a surprise maove, Mr.
‘lllluu on Thursday was re-
placed by Arjun
uen:hwal 83 Law Miniser
and Earth

Wiren Riji

reporter who asked, ~Mi-
nister, where do you think

No. Since his a ment
as Law Minister n 2021,
Mr. Rijiju’s tenure was

frequent criti-
cism of the judsciary - es-
peciaily on the curcene di-

parties requires jud- | vision of that leave
It or. | lule room for the gove

that the board | ment to mfluence Judicial

exercise 2= di- After taking charge on

rected by the sngle Bench | Friday. he 1o a

mounths. question I Hindl from a

XOLXATA

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) on Friday
issued summons to Trina-
mool Congress

<retary Abhishek Bane

asserts it was failure
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SC back to its full strength
of 34 as CJI administers
oath to two new judges

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

Chief Justice of India D.Y.
Chandrachud on Friday
administered the oath of
office to Justices Prashant
Kumar Mishra and K.V. Vis-
wanathan, bringing back
the court to its full sanc-
tioned strength of 34
judges.

Justices Mishra and Vis-
wanathan would replace
Justices Dinesh Maheshwa-
ri and M.R. Shah, both of
whom had retired earlier
in May.

May 19 also saw the
court bid farewell to Justic-
es K.M. Joseph, Ajay Rasto-
gi and V. Ramasubrama-
nian, who are all retiring in
June during the summer
vacation. Friday was the
last working day of the Su-
preme Court before it goes
into recess until reopening
on July 2.

Justices Mishra and Vis-
wanathan were sworn in as

New chapter: CJI D.Y. Chandrachud administers oath of office to
senior advocate KV. Viswanathan in New Delhi, on Friday. Pl

judges in the presence of
the full court in an audito-
rium filled with members
of the Bar. The government
had cleared their appoint-
ments in record speed. The
Collegium had recom-
mended them for appoint-
ment to the Supreme
Court on May 16. The go-
vernment’s notifications
were published on May 18
and coincided with the
first day in office of the
new Law Minister, Arjun
Ram Meghwal.

Justice Viswanathan
would be in line to be the
58th Chief Justice of India
in August 2030, succeed-
ing Justice J.B. Pardiwala as
top judge. He is also only
the ninth lawyer to be ele-
vated directly to the Su-
preme Court Bench.

Justice Mishra, who
hails from Chhattisgarh,
was the Chief Justice of
Andhra Pradesh High
Court before his appoint-
ment to the Supreme
Court.




Established October 1, 1937, 85 years ago
(as Federal Court of India)
26 January 1950; 73 years ago
(as Supreme Court of India)[4]

Jurisdiction e [Ndi2
Location Tilak Marg, New Delhi, Delhi:
110001, India

Coordinates o 28°37°20"N 77°14'23"E
Motto |IAST: Yato Dharmastato Jayah

and moral duty (dharma), there is
victory (jayah))

Composition Collegium of the Supreme Court of
method India
Authorized by Article 124 of the Constitution of India

Judge term Mandatory retirement at 65 years of
length age

Number of 34 (33+1; present strength)[®!
positions



Presently, the Members of
Collegium are:

Chief Justice Dhananjaya Y.
Chandrachud

Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul

Justice K. M. Joseph

Justice Ajay Rastoaqi

Justice Sanjiv Khanna



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dhananjaya_Y._Chandrachud
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dhananjaya_Y._Chandrachud
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sanjay_Kishan_Kaul
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/K._M._Joseph
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ajay_Rastogi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sanjiv_Khanna

* The main block of the building has been built on a triangular plot of 17
acres and has been designed in an Indo-British style by the chief
architect Ganesh Bhikaji Deolalikar, the first Indian to head
the Central Public Works Department.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indo-Saracenic_Revival_architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ganesh_Bhikaji_Deolalikar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Public_Works_Department

A citizen of India not exceeding 65 years age per Article 124 of the
Constitution who has been:

* a judge of one high court or more (continuously), for at least five
years,

* an advocate there, for at least ten years,

« a distinguished jurist, in the opinion of the president, power conferred
by clause 2 of article 124 of the Constitution of India

* is eligible to be recommended for appointment, a judge of the
Supreme Court


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_nationality_law
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Constitution_of_India/Part_V
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jurist

Article 124(4) of the constitution, President can remove a judge on proved
misbehaviour or incapacity when parliament approves with a majority of

the total membership of each house in favour of impeachment and not less
than two thirds of the members of each house present.

For initiating impeachment proceedings against a judge, at least 50
members of Rajya Sabha or 100 members of Lok Sabha shall issue the
notice per Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968



https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Constitution_of_India/Part_V
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parliament_of_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Impeachment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rajya_Sabha
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lok_Sabha

‘ Under Articles 129 and 142 of the Constitution, the Supreme Court has

m been vested with power to punish anyone for contempt of any court in
India including itself.

The Supreme Court performed an unprecedented action when it directed a
sitting Minister of State in Maharashtra government, Swaroop Singh

Naik, to be jailed for 1-month on a charge of contempt of court on 12 May
2006.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Contempt_of_court
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minister_of_State
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_Maharashtra
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Byiju's denies charge it ‘hid”
$500 mn via U.S. enti

Bengaluru-based edtech Srm Byju's has refuted

that
million from Byju's Alpha, ins
vere somehow WIongf

acts w

ha

inuating that these
al, Byju's sald.

Va Tech Wabag posts ¥95 cr.
standalone net loss in Q4

Water wdmo
reported

logzy firm Va abag h:
a standalone net loss of T95 croce for

In recovery
ENCO

o delay
from TECPRO and fvom APG]

project
to the comparny, Va'nsd.wnnsn.din..ﬁ-g

U.S. FDA approves Granules’
copy of Venlafaxine capsules

The U. rood-ndnm;

stratson (FDAY

Admini:
nmues mm s

has approved drugmaker Gi
new drug
Us®,
375 mg. 75 me: and 150 me. Bloequivalentto

capsules, reference listed drug, the MKK is
of
anxiety di social
anxiety disarder and disarder.

Tax waived on annual forex
spends up to ¥I7 lakh: FinMin

Credit, debit card

tax from July L. Ministry

NEW DELHI

he wvvmmzm on
ba-:k Tts plan €0 Jo-

exceeding limit to be

K follows furore over the

of Liberalised Remittance Scheme. attract 20%
levy
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The Finance Ui
to sl &
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stry S2id tax collection at source wil not 3pply
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d Frmittance S<he

have ral the
apphicability of Tax Collec-
don at CICS) to
small under

the Liberalised Remittance
Scheme (LES} from July 1.~
the Finance Ministry said
in a staterment.

Earlier, the RBI Intro-
duced a provision to bring
aver credit  card
spends under th S,

tances of up to $2.5 lakh a
year. The government had
sSepmasly  notified
such

RBI triples
dividend, to
pay I87416 cr.
as surplus to
government

ransfer

would attract a 20% TC:
with a provisson 1o adjust
such levies against advance

payments or seek 3 re-
et ot the time of Aling
anpal tax returns.

tinue.” the ministry said

Govt. plays angel over
tax on start-up funding

for resident investors,

would be amended to in-

clude five more valuation
for i

ethods for valuing shares

the revenue

GAIL to borrow up to
I7,000 cr. for capex

MUMEAL

Gail India plans to borrow
up 1o T7.000 croce In FY24
t© fund the 210,000 crore
capital expenditure plan
for this fiscal, said chair-

dent and pon-resident in-
vestors would be

sobal markets.

in line with the

SEBI mandare, a fourth of

the borrowings will be in

boads while the rest will be
bank he sald

Chairmanship

Shaksikanta Das, approved
the transfer after discuss-
ingz the working of the cen-
tral bank during the year

s Mahin.
Panial Ramanbhai Patel
and

MARKETS
-~
MARKEY wATCH

asai
for fallure o eup-

for Investments by Venture
Capital Funds, it added.

At present, the compa-
ny’s overall long-term debt

Py

LNG follo-inu Russta’
invasion of Ukrall

mtended the mecting.
Ajay Seth, Secretary, De-
Af-

Nuhban

falrs also stended.

‘Aircraft shortage hinders airlines from
capturing gaps left by Go First's woes’

NEW DELM

A wndt) of Iln:mﬁ ‘ﬂh
various

Baut there is no ap:.my
due to delay in

supply chain
ssues.” He also told repor-
been

that original equipment

manufacturers must_en-
sure timely delivery of air-
craft. “We have assed
the pre-COVID passenger

of 4.25 lakh

passengers [per day]), and

alre
dened by Alr India and In-
diGo ‘Commato cur r shoces as

itk inpurs ﬁ'wu Press
Trust of India)

CMS to make
banking
automation
products

CHENNAL
©MS Info Systems
announced the

war Boe AMITOT-

tves by ba .
©MS sald the unit has the

SEBI moots tweaks to
AIF rules to strengthen
corporate governance

NEW DELHI

To strengthen corporate

purpose

making investment In an
Investee company, subject

vestment funds (AIFs).
Under the

w© more
than 2,000 units a moath.

Payraent, SERI said.

to X774 crore

THENNA]

NLC maa Lid. (NLC) re-

ed a Fnal dhadend of €2
per equity share.

Sport

Jyothi-Deotale duo
in yet another final

ARCHERY WC

Stage-1_gold winners V.
and Ojas

celved a first 1 o
an Bangl -
15t and Turkey 157-156. In 3

Iy-contested  semifi-
nal, the

Indian palr plpped
ies Iralian rivals 157157 (9
19, shot tw the
conare) via & shootoff.
India meet  top-
Kol!la n the final.

‘X D

The mmixed
team of B. Dhire and Sim-
jeet Kaur got a bye but

lost 1o Indonesta 2-6 next.
Dhiraj shines
individual

amon ndian men. He
beat un-
ruh 7- F Migael
Garcia 71 and Dansel Cas-

Among women, Bhajan
Kaur and Adicdl Jaiswal fell
in the second roaund, while

t and Simran-
jeet exited in the opening

round.
[ ]

BCCI SGM to form Working
Group for 2023 ODI WC

CRICKET

MUMBAL

An  internal | Working
Group for the hosting of
the 2023 ODI World Cup,

enrs Pre-

comamity
2nd ratifcation of the pre-
vention of sexual harass-
ment policy Is on the agen-
da during the Board of
Comrol for Cricket in In-
dia's (BCCI's) Special Gen-
eral Meecting on May 27 in
Ahmedabad

agenda specified in the
access The

notice. ed by
Hinde, reads:

1 Hon of Infras-
tructure Development &

Subsidy C

Saiioch fnt with Srsalisheig

the venues, ich has
Been pending for for orus, for
event and en-

surln: smooth conduct of
the

2. Guidelines for ap-

rapists and trainers in
State teanns.

3. Formation of Work-
ing Group for 1OC World

Cup 2023.

4. Formation of com-
mittee of Women's Pre-
mser Le: 5

5. Ratification of Pre-
wention of Sexual Harass-

With the ‘Mol‘ld Cup
Ilkelyl‘om Ocrober

5. the Working Group for-
mation has been long over-
due.

The group is likely to be

The Women's Premier
League and
the Difvastructare: Dave:
lopment & Subsidy Com-
mittee are to be added to
the list of BOCIs special

As a result, the general
re
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par se
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six  birdies
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n
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“It was a grind. The golf
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and sxys be has the form to
win another major.
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Tax waived on annual forex
spends up to 7 lakh: FinMin

Credit, debit card spends exceeding limit to be part of Liberalised Remittance Scheme, attract 20%

tax from July 1, Ministry clarifies; rollback follows furore over the proposed levy among taxpayers

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he government on
T Friday walked
back its plan to le-

vy a 20% tax on overseas
credit card spending from
July 1, in the face of a furore
among taxpayers and busi-
nesses, and decided to ex-
empt any payments by an
individual using their inter-
national debit or credit
cards up to %7 lakh per fi-
nancial year from the levy.

This was being done to
remove “any procedural
ambiguity” as “concerns

Rollback mode

The Finance Ministry said tax collection at source will not apply
to ‘small transactions’ under Liberalised Remittance Scheme

B Ministry says rollback being done
to remove ‘any procedural ambiguity’

B Existing beneficial TCS
treatment for education
and health to also
continue

B Overseas payments
up to X7 lakh a year for
education, health are
permitted with a TCS
rate of 5%

have been raised about the
applicability of Tax Collec-
tion at Source (TCS) to
small transactions under

the Liberalised Remittance
Scheme (LRS) from July 1,”
the Finance Ministry said
in a statement.

Earlier, the RBI intro-
duced a provision to bring
overseas credit card
spends under the LRS,
which permits forex remit-
tances of up to $2.5 lakh a
year. The government had
separately notified that
such overseas spending
would attract a 20% TCS,
with a provision to adjust
such levies against advance
tax payments or seek a re-
fund at the time of filing
annual tax returns.

“Existing beneficial TCS
treatment for education
and health... will also con-
tinue,” the ministry said.
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® OUTPUT UP 12% FROM LAST YEAR

Defence production
hits record %1 trillion

MUKESH JAGOTA
New Delhi, May 19

DEFENCE PRODUCTION IN
the country has crossed X1 tril-
lion in 2022-23, registering a
growth of 12% from last year,
thanks to the policy push to pro-
mote indigenous manufactur-
ing of defence equipment and
curbimports.

According to a statement
issued by the ministryof defence
on Friday, the total value of
defence equipments produced
locally stands at ¥1.06 trillion
currently and the number is
expected to inch higher as data
from more private sector units
flowsin.

The domestic defence sector
was opened up in May 2001 for
Indian private sector participa-
tion_Since then a total of 601
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on Friday, the total value of
defence equipments produced
locally stands at ¥1.06 trillion
currently and the number is
expected to inch higher as data
from more private sector units
flowsin.

The domestic defence sector
was opened up in May 2001 for
Indian private sector participa-
tion. Since then a total of 601
industrial licenses have been
issued to 368 companiesoperat-
ing in the defence sector. FDI of
up to 75% s allowed in defence
manufacturing.

To promote indigenous
design, development and
manufacture of defence
equipment, the Defence
Acquisition Programme 2020
gives priority to procurement
of capital items from domestic
sources. Deadlines have been
set after which some products

VALUE OF INDIA'S DEFENCE PRODUCTION

(Z crore)

2019-20 2020-21

2021-22 292223

and parts would not be
imported.

The Department of Defence
Production (DDP) has notified
fourPositive Indigenisation List
(PIL) of 4,666 items. The total
numberof indigenised itemsttill
February 2023 from these PILs
of DDPstandsat 2,786,worthan
import substitution value of
%2,570crore.

Due to the government
efforts, the expenditure on
defence procurement from for-

eign sources has reduced from
46% of overall expenditure in
2018-19t036.7% duringApril-
December 2022, according to
the ministry of defence.

Efforts to promote local
manufacturinghasalsohelped
exports. The Indian defence
export has risen by more than
8 times since 2016-17. In
2016-17, the defence exports
wereworth 31,522 crorewhich
has gone up to 13,800 crore
till date.
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https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/hysterectomy

» Concerned about the high risk faced by poor and less-educated
women, especially in rural areas, who undergo unjustified
hysterectomies, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare,

Government of India has initiated measures to address this
issue.



—— tatal «ser radical
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Before After




e A hysterectomy is a surgical procedure that involves the removal of the uterus

(womb), the organ in a woman's body where a baby develops during
pregnancy.




* Indications for Hysterectomy in India:

» Hysterectomy is performed in India for gynecological conditions
like fibroids (non-cancerous growths that develop in or around
the womb), endometriosis (disease in which tissue similar to
the lining of the uterus grows outside the uterus), abnormal
bleeding, and pelvic inflammatory disease, when other

treatments fail.






NFHS Data:According to the
most recent National Family

Health Survey (NFHS) -

5 empirical data, 3% of women
aged 15-49 have had a
hysterectomy.

The prevalence of hysterectomy
is the highest in Andhra
Pradesh (9%), followed by
Telangana (8%), and lowest in
Sikkim (0.8%) and Meghalaya
(0.7%) among women aged 15—
49.


https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/nfhs-5-national-report
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/nfhs-5-national-report
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/nfhs-5-national-report

A public interest litigation (PIL) filed in 2013 highlighted the issue of "unnecessary
hysterectomies”.

The PIL revealed that in the states of Bihar, Private hospitals were found to be involved in
Chhattisgarh, and Rajasthan, women were PEREMAINE UnES2 URRSESSERy

i . hysterectomies. More than two-thirds (70%) of
SUbJeCted to hysterectomles that were women who have undergone a hysterectomy had

deemed unnecessary, endangering their health. the operation in a private health facility.


https://www.drishtiias.com/to-the-points/Paper2/public-interest-litigation

Rasht=-Astara Railway
ana INSTC



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/rasht-astara-railway-and-instc
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/rasht-astara-railway-and-instc

Recently, Russia and Iran have signhed a deal to build an
Iranian railway line, the Rasht-Astara railway as part of
an International North—South Transport Corridor

(INSTC).

The Rasht-Astara railway is seen as an important link in
the corridor, intended to connect India, Iran, Russia,
Azerbaijan and other countries via railways and sea —a
route that Russia says can rival the Suez Canal as a
major global trade route.



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-analysis/push-for-chabahar-port-in-instc-corridor
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-analysis/push-for-chabahar-port-in-instc-corridor
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/suez-canal

=g

<




* Recently, Russia and Iran have signed a deal to build an lranian
railway line, the Rasht-Astara railway as part of an International
North—South Transport Corridor (INSTC).

* The Rasht-Astara railway is seen as an important link in the
corridor, intended to connect India, Iran, Russia, Azerbaijan and
other countries via railways and sea — a route that Russia says
can rival the Suez Canal as a major global trade route.



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-analysis/push-for-chabahar-port-in-instc-corridor
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-analysis/push-for-chabahar-port-in-instc-corridor
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/suez-canal




* The unique North-South transport artery, of which the Rasht-
Astara railway will become a part, will help to significantly
diversify global traffic flows. Transportation along the new
corridor will have significant competitive advantages and will

substantially cut travel times and costs and help develop new
logistics chains.

 The railway along the Caspian Sea coast would help to connect
Russian ports on the Baltic Sea with Iranian ports in the Indian
Ocean and the Gulf.



» What is the International North—South Transport Corridor?

* About:

* |tis a /7,200-kilometer Multi-Mode Transit System that connects ship,
rail, and road routes for moving cargo between India, Iran, Azerbaijan,
Russia, Central Asia, and Europe.

« |t was launched on 12t September 2000 in St. Petersburg, by Iran,
Russia and India for the purpose of promoting transportation
cooperation among the Member States.



» Since then, INSTC membership has expanded to include 10
more countries — Azerbaijan, Armenia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan, Turkey, Ukraine, Syria, Belarus, and Oman.

« Bulgaria has been included as an observer state. The Baltic countries
like Latvia and Estonia have also expressed willingness to join.




* Reducing Time and Freight Cost:
« INSTC consists of sea routes, rail links, and road connections that
connect Mumbai in India to Saint Petersburg in Russia, passing
through Chabahar.

 The INSTC is projected to reduce transit time by 40%, shortening it
from 45-60 days to 25-30 days. Additionally, it is expected to decrease
freight costs by 30% in comparison to the Suez Canal route.



« What is the importance of developing Chabahar Port by India? (2017)
« (a) India’s trade with African countries will enormously increase.
* (b) India’s relations with oil-producing Arab countries will be strengthened.

* (¢) India will not depend on Pakistan for access to Afghanistan and
Central Asia.

 (d) Pakistan will facilitate and protect the installation of a gas pipeline
between lrag and India.



World Telecom Day 2023



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/world-telecom-day-2023

India on May 17, 2023, commemorated World
Telecom Day, celebrating the advancements
and achievements in the telecommunication sector.

The Sanchar Saathi portal was launched on the day to
enhance transparency, security, and accountability in
the telecom industry.

The year 2023 also marks the completion of 20 years
of Universal Service Obligation Fund (USOF).



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-analysis/usof-scheme-for-aspirational-districts-in-5-states

* About:

« World Telecommunication Day is celebrated annually since 1969, to
mark the founding of International Telecommunication Union (ITU) and
the signing of the first International Telegraph Convention in 1865.

* |t aims to raise awareness of the importance of
telecommunication and its contribution to social and economic
development.



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/important-facts-for-prelims-12th-march-2019

The World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) called for
the declaration of May 17 as World Information Society Day.

In 2006, the ITU combined both tents and celebrated them on

May 17 as World Telecommunication and Information Society Day
(WTISD).



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/world-summit-of-information-society-2022

« Theme:

* The theme of World Telecom Day 2023 is "Empowering the least
developed countries through information and communication
technologies”.

* The theme reflects the commitment of the ITU and its partners to
support the least developed countries (LDCs) in harnessing the power
of Information and Communications Technologies(ICT) for achieving
their sustainable development goals (SDGSs).



https://www.drishtiias.com/be-mains-ready-daily-answer-writing-practice-question/papers/2020/bmr-be-mains-ready-information-and-communication-technologies-developing-economies
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/india-and-sdg-13

 What is Scenario of India's Telecom Sector?

* About:

* |n 2020-2021 the telecom industry contributed 6% to India's Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) and is set to grow at a CAGR of 9.4% from
2020 to 2025. India is one of the largest consumers of data globally.



* The Union Cabinet approved a Rs. 12,195 crore production-linked

incentive (PLI) scheme for telecom and networking products under
the Department of Telecom.

» Growing demand for skilled workers in 5G-centric technologies:

India will need around 22 million skilled workers in areas like loT,
and Al computing by 2025.



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/pli-and-india-s-growth-ecosystem
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/pli-and-india-s-growth-ecosystem
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-analysis/securing-internet-of-things
https://www.drishtiias.com/loksabha-rajyasabha-discussions/in-depth-artificial-intelligencehttps:/www.drishtiias.com/loksabha-rajyasabha-discussions/in-depth-artificial-intelligence

« Which of the following is/are the aims/aims of the “Digital India” Plan of the
Government of India? (2018)

1.Formation of India’s own Internet companies like China did.

2.Establish a policy framework to encourage overseas multinational corporations that
collect Big Data to build their large data centers within our national geographical
boundaries.

3.Connect many of our villages to the Internet and bring Wi-Fi to many of our schools,
public places and major tourist centers.

 Select the correct answer using the code given below:

« (@) 1 and 2 only
(b) 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3



25 years of Kudumbashree

Source: DTE



https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/19/25-years-of-kudumbashree/
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/governance/25-years-of-kudumbashree-how-this-kerala-women-s-collective-intervened-to-empower-women-fight-poverty-89430

Kudumbashree

Kudumbashree is a women’s self-help group network
and poverty eradication program in the state of Kerala

Inception

Working

Launched in 1998, it aims to empower women from
economically disadvantaged backgrounds by providing
them with opportunities for entrepreneurship, skill
development, and social support.

Kudumbashree operates at the grassroots level,
organizing women into neighbourhood groups (NHGs),
which then form larger community-level and ward-level
organizations.



https://www.insightsonindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Self-Help-Groups-SHGs.pdf

Economic Empowerment

Food security

Disaster Relief and
Rehabilitation

Kudumbashree has

helped marginalized
women become successful
entrepreneurs and income
generators.

E.g., It has established “Janakeeya
Hotels” across the state, offering
affordable meals. Currently,

it operates 125
restaurants providing meals for just
Rs 20.

Donated Rs 7 crore to the Chief
Minister’s distress relief fund during
the devastating floods in Kerala.
Provided counselling to over 8,000
families affected by the floods.




Heli-tourism

Source: TH


https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/19/heli-tourism/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/heli-tourism-on-the-horizon-to-boost-premium-tourism-in-kerala/article66866355.ece

Kerala Tourism is planning to introduce heli-tourism to attract premium
tourists. They have drafted guidelines for heli-taxi services connecting Kochi
with popular tourist destinations like Thekkady, Munnar, and Kumarakom.

The department aims to set up the necessary infrastructure through public-
private partnership (PPP) to facilitate this initiative.



https://www.insightsonindia.com/indian-economy-3/investment-models/various-investment-models/public-private-partnership-model/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/indian-economy-3/investment-models/various-investment-models/public-private-partnership-model/
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