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Meghwal
replaces
Kiren Rijiju as
Law Minister
Nistula Hehbar

NEW DELHI

Health Minkstry.

The changes come at a
time when there is a per-
ception that the judiciary
and the Centre are on a col-
lision course.
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Congress ends uncertainty,
picks Siddaramaiah as CM

; Chief Minister of Karnataka: swearing-in ceremony to be held
tomorrow: partfleadership now turns to shortlisting 32 Ministers from the 50-odd aspirants

Shivakumar to be

Karnataka.
Karnataka Pradesh Con-
gress Commistes president
D.X. Shivakumas, who was
insistent on securing the
top job, will be the Deputy
Chief Minister.
announcenent
came after a meeting of the
Congress Legislature Party
(CLP) of the MLAs-elect in
Bengaluru, attended by the
party’s central observers.
This &s the second CLP
meeting in a week.
A the meeting, Mr. Shi-
v:lku‘nn.r moved a resols

Congress leader Randeep Singh Sujewala preets
DK Shiakumar in Bengaluns oo Thursday, srecw

don to ehzu Mr. Siddara-

malah as the CLP ludn
and all the newly el

MLAs endorsed it unani-
mously. The Chief Minister,
the Deputy Chief Minister,
and a group of Ministers
will be swormn In on Satur-
day at Kanteerava Stadium

warchand Gehlot at Raj
Bhavan to stake its claim to
Sorm the government.

As both Mr. Siddara-
maiah and Mr. Shivakumar
inststed on the top job, go-
vernment formation was
deadlocked and It report-
edly toak the intervention
of former Con chief
Sania Gandhi to resolve it_

Addressing a press con-
ference in Delhi along with
the Congress general secre-

sary Be of
Sis

cluding West Bengal Chief

and Natlonalist Congress
Party chief Sharad Pawar —
are expected to atend

A Congress delegation
called on Governoe Thaa-

ngh
general secretary for or-
Eanisadon K.C. Vermigopal

ongress president
\lalllluu']lm Kharge decid-
od the names after consult-
ing sensor leaders, includ-
ing Ms.

coNTINUED ON
PAGE12
MORE REPORTS.
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The Congress om Thursday
promised that & weuld provide
102 units of free clectricity and
205 units ot half tariff # voted
o power in the Assembiy
dection in Madiya Pradeshs
later this year. % Page 3

Delhi govt. seeks

Centre’s nod to
appoint ncy
NEW DELHI
The Delhi governm,

on Thursday sought the

Centre's approval to appoint

1989 batch IAS officer

PX._Gupta a5 the new

Chief Secretary, replaciog

imcumbent Naresh Kumar.
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Meghwal
replaces

(Kiren Rijijwas

L.aw Minister

In a surprise move, the Mo-
di government on Thurs-
day removed Kiren Rijiju as
Law Minister and appoint-
ed Arjun Ram Meghwal as
his replacement.

Mr. Meghwal, a Minister
of State for Parliamentary
Affairs, has been made
MoS with independent
charge of the Law and Jus-
tice Ministry. A Rashtrapati
Bhavan communique an-
nounced the changes, in-
cluding MoS for Law S.P.
Singh Baghel being moved
in the same rank to the
Health Ministry.

The changes come at a
time when there is a per-
ception that the judiciary
and the Centre are on a col-
lision course.




* The Ministry of Law and Justice in the IS
a cabinet ministry which deals with the management of the legal
affairs, legislative activities and administration of justice in India
through its three departments namely the Legislative

Department and the Department of Legal Affairs and the
Department of Justice respectively.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_India

S (3
 #

» /The first Law and Justice minister of independent India was Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar,_Who served in the Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru's cabinet
~—during1947-51.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/B._R._Ambedkar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/B._R._Ambedkar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jawaharlal_Nehru

4la

Ministry of law and justice is the oldest limb of the government of

.v‘

India dating back to 1833 when the Charter Act 1833 was enacted
by the British Parliament when India was under British control.

The said Act vested for the fir wer in a single
authority, namely the Governor General in Council.

By virtue of this authority and the authority vested under him under
section 22 of the Indian Couficils Act 1861 the Governor General in
Council enacted laws for the country from 1834 to 1920



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Raj
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Governor-General_of_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Councils_Act_1861

Congress ends uncertainty,
picks Siddaramaiah as CM

Shivakumar to be Deputy Chief Minister of Karnataka; swearing-in ceremony to be held

tomorrow; party leadership now turns to shortlisting 32 Ministers from the 50-odd aspirants

Sandeep Phukan
Nagesh Prabhu

NEW DELHI/BENGALURU

nding uncertainty
E and speculation,

the Congress on
Thursday announced that
75-year-old Siddaramaiah,
an eight-term MLA, will be
the next Chief Minister of
Karnataka.

Karnataka Pradesh Con-
gress Committee president
D.K. Shivakumar, who was
insistent on securing the
top job, will be the Deputy
Chief Minister.

The announcement
came after a meeting of the
Congress Legislature Party
(CLP) of the MLAs-elect in
Bengaluru, attended by the
party’s central observers.
This is the second CLP
meeting in a week.

At the meeting, Mr. Shi-
vakumar moved a resolu-

Congress leader Randeep Singh Surjewala greets Siddaramaiah and
D.K. Shivakumar in Bengaluru on Thursday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

tion to elect Mr. Siddara-
maiah as the CLP leader
and all the newly elected
MLAs endorsed it unani-
mously. The Chief Minister,
the Deputy Chief Minister,
and a group of Ministers
will be sworn in on Satur-
day at Kanteerava Stadium
in Bengaluru. Leaders of
like-minded parties — in-

cluding West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee,
Bihar CM Nitish Kumar, De-
puty Chief Minister Tejash-
wi Yadav, Left leaders Sita-
ram Yechury and D. Raja,
and Nationalist Congress
Party chief Sharad Pawar —
are expected to attend.

A Congress delegation
called on Governor Thaa-

warchand Gehlot at Raj
Bhavan to stake its claim to
form the governmen

As—both Mr. Siddara-
maiah and Mr. Shivakumar
insisted on the top job, go-
vernment formation was
deadlocked and it report-
edly took the intervention
of former Congress chief
Sonia Gandhi to resolve it.

Addressing a press con-
ference in Delhi along with
the Congress general secre-
tary in-charge of Karnataka
Randeep Singh Surjewala,
general secretary for or-
ganisation K.C. Venugopal
said Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge decid-
ed the names after consult-
ing senior leaders, includ-
ing Ms. Gandhi.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12
MORE REPORTS
» PAGE 5
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Precursor Dewan of Mysore

Inaugural e K. Chengalaraya Reddy (as
holder __~— the chief minister of Mysore

(before state's reorganization))

e C. M. Poonacha (as the chief

minister of Coorg State)
m—
¢ S. Nijalingappa (as the chief

minister of Mysore(after state's

e D. Devaraj Urs (as the chief
\/

minister of Karnataka)

Formation 1 November 1956 (66 years
ago)
Deputy Deputy Chief Minister of
~Karnataka

Salary ¢ 2350,000
4,400)/monthl

¢ 34,200,000
(US$53,000)/annually
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Dezan

Janata Party

sor
byelection on two vacant seats of the Uttar
iskative C Kunwar Mamven:

Pradesh Legi
Singh and Padmasen Chaudl
nominations oo Th

filed thelr

State BIP leaders

ursday.
including Chéef Minister Yogi Adicyanath, along

Pathak
were prosent The MLC seats had

Laxman

to the appointment
Acharya as the Governor of Sikkim following the
demise Dotire.

of Banwarl Lal

Student shoots friend dead at

A student oo Thursday allegedly shot dexd his
woman friend

befoce killing himsels

tmiversity in Grester Noida,

mside 2
said. Both

re aged around 21 years and knew each other
well buik the cause of the ncident is yet to be

ascertal

rtained, they sald. The incident took place

around 130 pum. at the Shiv Nadar Usiversity in
Dadri police station area. a police spokesperson
said. “The man was a third-year

Student” the police said In 3 satement. The stitv

Nadar Instrution

cantact Sarjivini.
sulcide prevention helpline OI1-40769002.) »v

Tamil Nadwu’s amended
law on jallikattu valid: SC

Court terms it a of
s by K.

bovine
and N

exist

NEW DELHI

he Summt Court

on:
headod by Justic,

ions

mil Nadu would be
msible to ensure that

Act
also guides the Maharash-
tra and

ment Acts and we find all

“Jallikattu £s a type of bo-

to score I the

Zame".
Banned in 2014
Justice Bose sad Jallikatu

Am
Act In 2017, Introducing

in TN. for at least a century: it also found similar
bullock cart races and buffalo racing valid

several measures to pre-
vent any abuse to the parti-
Cpating bulls bulls or Joss of bu-

Stalin, EPS and other
leaders hail court’s
ruling on jallikattu

The Bureaus
THENNAL

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
alin on y
welcomed the Supreme
Coust’s judgment upnuu

Act o\woomes the defects
peanted

raja judgment,” the court
Tuded.
“The Tamil Nadu

ing the

t to Animals (Tamil Nadu
ment) Act, 2017,

and the Preventioa of

Cruelty to Animals (Con-

duct of Jallikattu) Rules,

2017, saying the traditsonal

who included animal wel-
fare actrvists and organisa-

tions, o Jalkattu
as they were
not built to run and be
= had ar

gued that the sport
st the fundamental

found that the Division
Bench of the court in the A.
Nagaraja Judgment  had
erred that jal-

Assembily In favour of jalll-
kattu during the erstwhile
r\IADMK

']

MK Stalin

A

3

founder Valko halled the
ruling as a victory for the
culture of the State.

A setback to animals”
Howew

chandran, CE
of ndian Anlrml Protec-
icas (FIAPO).
2210 the pudgment was a bl
setback to animals and
those fighting for animal
righa:

s
“More than a 100 people
and over 20 bulls have died
since 2017, Tamil Na-
i restarted
many mare deaths will it
take for the law to put an
end to #? The view that jal-

likattis was not part of the
cultural tradition of Tamil
Nadu without sufficient
marerial to back its finding.

AIADMK coor-
dinanbe O Pasneers
said & was a victory for Ta-
mil Nadu's culture. MDMK

All 23 police stations in
Visakhapatnam likely to get
e-Malkhana facility by June

VISAKHAPATNAM

All the 23 police stations un-
d« the Visakhapatnam l‘hl

ee

As far as citles are
concerned.

Kbty to get « Malkhana, 3
scientific way of stormg pro-
perty and evidence reco-
wered from crime scene, by

almost c pltwdvhel

will be
the first in Andhra
Pr: have

such a facility
APOLICE OFFICER

rama Varma and & & likely
to be opened in the next
one week.”

was first
commissioned In July 2021

“As far a3 cities are con-
patnam will
‘first in Andhra Pra-

desh to have such faclity.
However, in rural areas, we
already had ol‘r;' Narsipat-

Nadda exhorts BJP
workers to become
‘elements of change’

PUNE

Exhorting BIP workers to
become  “elements

change” for the 2024 Lok
Sabha and u.n;u;uhu—.. A

nam.” a police sald.
‘According to potice o on-<

ers, earlier

Ppertics ana evidence tsed

to be stored in stor
and it was difficult to find
them.
The property setzad and
evidences coBected
the crime scene_can e
ard
oard t-oxn. “which will be
numbered with other de-
alls. A -tym QR code
will be generated and past-
ed on the box.
A dedicated website is al-
50 hosted and all decails

sembly
tlona] president 1.7 mdaa

ers after the BJP’s State ex-

which

LDF, UDF spar over Kerala
government’s track record

G.Anand
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

anniversary i
Yianled Le& Democrat-

The UDF seems

by fighting on an

May 20, the ruling front
the Opposstion pre-

platform

development and wel-
fm desplite the odds.
The government has

via empathetic action. It
Ciakns S0 huave the chizeney

its side.
S contrast, the UDF's
harps about an

sent  duelling
about the mcumbent admi-
nistration’s track record.

siege to the iat to
ocbserve 3 black day. They
will unvedl a charge sheet

ominous darlening of the
public mood againse the

of

Massive rally
The LDF has the a
ood for i isi The UDF seems embol-
remains (alluding to Ek- | its achi as acur  dened that the Congress
taln-ratser to its 2024 Lok defeated the Bharalya Ja-

nath Shinde's ruling Sena
faction]...The other Sena
I

W calks to the
public about the stifling

ot, with an eye on
of

Sena that very day. Now,
only that Shiv Sena for

posi
question the BJP when its The same moming,
own leaders had il sti
on United ic_Froot
charges. (UDF) workers will

In strife-torn Manipur;, Kuki-Meitei villagers
stick together near the Myanmar border

Rahal
GUWARATI

The fire of ethnic violence,
Bani-

from India's border
Myanmar, decided not to
let the l!clnkllrll"ied

folded on May 3.
a tribal solidarity march
a Mani

. Following

Kwatha are in the
pal district, pear 3
Foy operating base (COB) of
the Assam Rifles, located

pur

Guled Tribe status for the
Meel people.

of Manipur surrounding

a Kwatha village elder, who
did not want to be named.

Living in harmony
“As the larger community,

communalism take over
our lives and livelihoods,” a
Kuki elder of Khudenthabi
=aid.

Both appealed to the
State government to en-
sure longterm peace so
tha people could over-
come the ordeal for a bet-
ter future.

e _an the Imphal-Moreh
axis have been cut
since the onset of the

It has been tough for the

what any good pelghbour
would do,

Chalk out plans to
ensure children aren’t
malnourished: HC

BHUBANESWAR

The Orissa High Court has
directed the State govern.
mens actian

Malnutrition  (SAM) chil-

and reduction of
Moderate Acute Malnutri-
ton (MAM) children by
half in the State, by the end
of 2023,

dren, on the other hand,
show signs of malnourish-
ment but are in the yellow

Justice S. Muralidhar and
Justice G. Satapathy direct-
ed the Chief Secretary of
©Odisha to convene an km-
mediate review meeting
with the Ministries of va-

about 100 km southeast of NMeltels are a majority In  the Imphal Valley, the seat  Assam Rifles’ backing zone which means their rious departments in the
Manipur's capital Imphal.  Manipur, bus the residents  of power. The villagers acknow-  would rub off on the rest of | lives are oy threat.  next one month and draw
The district saw its share of  of Kwatha are 2 manority. “We are grateful that ledged the role of the As-  Manipur, to help heal Hearing a PIL, 3 Division  an action plan to achieve
the eehiic vialence thatun-__The oaly MelieS village in__our Kuld brothers stood by in shielding  wounds and rebuild trust. | Bench comprising  Chief e target.
5 T e e e AR T LT S e Ee =
o LIV Tt IAe0 08 - e PV TS4D + SN ERL
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Tlawonj

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Thursday
termed jallikattu a

“type of bovine sport” ex-
isting in Tamil Nadu for at
least a century, and did not
interfere with the State le-
gislature’s finding that the
bull-taming event is part of
the cultural heritage and
tradition of the people.

A Constitution Bench
headed by Justice K.M. Jo-
seph upheld the validity of
the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals (Tamil Nadu
Amendment) Act of 2017,
and Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals (Conduct of Jal-
likattu) Rules of 2017. “The
Amendment Act has re-
ceived the Presidential as-
sent. We do not think there
is any flaw in the State ac-
tion,” the judgment held.

The court also found si-
milar laws passed by Kar-
nataka and Maharashtra,
allowing bullock cart races
and buffalo racing ‘kamba-
la’, valid.

“Our decision on the Ta-
mil Nadu Amendment Act
also guides the Maharash-
tra and Karnataka Amend-
ment Acts and we find all

Youngsters celebrating the Supreme Court verdict on jallikattu at
Tamukkam in Madurai on Thursday. ASHOK. R

three legislation valid,” the
Bench declared.

The Constitution Bench
held that the jallikattu law
“substantially minimises”
the pain and suffering of
the animals participating in
the event.

The judgment, authored
by Justice Aniruddha Bose,
however directed that the
district  administrations
and competent authorities
in Tamil Nadu would be
responsible to ensure that
jallikattu events are con-
ducted in strict compliance
of the safeguards laid out in
the 2017 Amendment Act
and Rules.

“Jallikattu is a type of bo-

vine sport and we are satis-
fied that it has been present
in Tamil Nadu for at least a
century,” Justice Bose
observed.

The court described jal-
likattu as an event during
which “a bull is set free in
an arena and human parti-
cipants are made to grab its
hump to score in the
game”.

Banned in 2014

Justice Bose said jallikattu
was banned in 2014 by the
top court in the A. Nagaraja
case and called “cruel”. But
that was before the State
passed the Amendment
Act in 2017, introducing

Tamil Nadu’s amended
allikattu valid: SC

Court terms it a “type of bovine sport” existing in T.N. for at least a century; it also found similar
laws passed by Karnataka and Maharashtra, allowing bullock cart races and buffalo racing, valid

several measures to pre-
vent any abuse to the parti-
cipating bulls or loss of hu-
man life. “The Amendment
Act overcomes the defects
pointed out in the A. Naga-
raja judgment,” the court
concluded.

“The  Tamil Nadu
Amendment Act is not a
mere piece of colourable
legislation... It minimises
cruelty to animals and al-
lows the continuation of
the traditional sport,” Jus-
tice Bose held.

The Bench held that the
State was empowered to
enact the 2017 law. The
court dismissed the argu-
ments made by petitioners,
who included animal wel-
fare activists and organisa-
tions, that jallikattu
harmed bulls as they were
not built to run and be
grabbed at. They had ar-
gued that the sport was
against the fundamental
nature of bovine animals.

The Constitution Bench
found that the Division
Bench of the court in the A.
Nagaraja judgment had
erred in concluding that jal- \
likattu was not part of the
cultural tradition of Tamil
Nadu without sufficient g

material to back its finding.

4



KHADIJAKHAN
NEW DELHI, MAY 18

A FIVE-JUDGE Bench of the Supreme Court
Thursday upheld theamendments made by
Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, and Karnataka to
The Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (PCA)
Act, 1960, allowing bull-taming sports like
jallikattu, kambala, and bullock-cart races.
While the Bench tedby Justice KM
Joseph ruled that the 2017 amendments
were “valid legislations”, it said that the jal-
likattu issue was “debatable” and must ul-
timately be decided by the House of the
People (Lok Sabha). Making this decision re-
quires social and cultural analysis in greater
detail, and such an exercise “cannot be un-
dertaken by the judiciary”, the Bench said.

How did the case reach SC?

In this case, the SCoverruled its 2014 rul-
ing, where a two-j ench had'essen-
tially outlawed two sports common in

Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra, called ‘jal-
likattu’ and ‘Bullock Cart Race’ respectively.
The ruling held that “bovine sports” were
against the provisions of Sections 3, 11(1)(a)
and (m) of the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act, 1960 which relate to the “du-
ties of persons having charge of animals”
and define animal cruelty, respectively.

On January 7, 2016, a notification was is-
sued by the Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change prohibiting the “exhibi-
tion or training of bulls as performing ani-
mals”. However, an exception was carved out
for events such as jallikattu in Tamil Nadu,
based on the customs and culture of different
communities. It was specified that this ex-
ception is subject to conditions such as re-
ducing the suffering of bulls. Two years later,
abatch of petitions was filed challenging the
exemption, relying on the 2014 ruling.

What is jallikattu?
Jallikattu, also known as eruthazhu-
vuthal, is a bull-taming sport traditionally



played in Tamil Nadu as part of the Pongal
harvest festival. The festival is a celebration
of nature, and thanksgiving for a bountiful
harvest, of which cattle-worship is part.
However, the practice of jallikattu has long
been contested, with animal rights groups
and the courts expressing concern over cru-
elty to animals and the bloody and danger-
ous nature of the sport.

In the present case, the
petitioners challenged the
Tamil Nadu amendment
thatallowed jallikattu, con-
tending that since the cen-

LAW

Act sought to preserve the cultural heritage
of Tamil Nadu, and to ensure the survival and
well-being of the native breeds of bulls.

While the initial petitions in SC had
sought a direction to the states to comply
with the 2014 SCruling, the passage of The
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (Tamil
Nadu Amendment)Actin 2017 led toa sce-
nario where the petitions had to be modi-
fied to include the quash-
ing of the 2017 Act among
its prayers.

Following this, an SC
Bench opined that the jal-

tral law prohibits cruelty to

animals, there could not be an amending
Act that perpetuates cruelty. The plea also
named states like Karnataka and
Maharashtra as parties to the case, since
they too have similar sports.

What was the Tamil Nadu law?
In 2017, Tamil Nadu amended the PCA Act
toallow jallikattuin the state. The amending

likattu issue involved sub-
stantial questions of interpretation of the
Constitution, and referred the matter to the
Constitution Bench.

Whatw?
An SC Benchof Justices K S Radhak-

rishnan and Pinaki Chandra Ghose ruled
that the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
Act, 1960 “over-shadows or overrides the



so-called tradition and culture”, and advised
Parliament to “elevate rights of animals to
that of constitutional rights... so as to pro-
tect their dignity and honour”.

What did the other states do?

Following Tamil Nadu, Karnataka in
January 2017 decided to amend the PCA Act,
1960, to pave the way for kambala, a sport
involving a pair of buffaloes tied to the
plough and anchored by one person. The
buffaloes are made to runin parallel muddy
tracksinarace. Acting on a PILfiled by PETA,
the Karnataka High Court then passed an
interim order banning all kambala races un-
til the SC decided the matter.

Then, in July of that year, Maharashtra
passed anamendment to the PCA Act, 1960,
allowing “bullock cart races”, “with a view
to follow tradition and culture on such
days”. However, in the same year, the
Bombay HC passed an interim order re-
straining the government from allowing

bullock-cart races.

What did the court hold?

Inits judgement, the top court held that
the Tamil Nadu Amendment Act is "not a
piece of colourable legislation” and that it
relates to Entry 17 of List Ill of the Seventh
Schedule to the Constitution which relates
to the prevention of cruelty to animals.
Adding that the 2017 amendment “min-
imises cruelty to animals in the concerned
sports”, the court held that onceit's imple-
mented and read with the rules, the sports
will not come under the definition of cru-
elty defined in the 1960 Act.

The court also said that the 2017 amend-
ment does not violate Articles 51-A(g) and
51-A(h), which impose duties on Indian cit-
izens to protect the environment and de-
velop a scientific temper, humanism, spirit
of inquiry, and reform, respectively. Further,
italso held that the amendment didn’t vio-
late Articles 14 (Right to Equality) and 21
(Right to Life) of the Constitution.

Longer versionon
indianexpress.com/explained
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What are RBI regulations on
green deposits?

What does the framework

Prashanth Perumal

The story so far:
ast month, the Reserve Ban\ of
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e up witl
regulatory frasmcwork for banks
1o accept green depasits from
ustomers. Under the new framew:
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What are green deposits?
Green s are not very different from
the regular depasits that banks accept
from their customers. The only major

di

green depasits towards
Qm'nonm(ﬁkna) projects. For
example, 3 bank may promise that
depasits will be et reranis fimancing
renewable energy projects that fight
climate change. A bank may also swvosd
using green depasits to invest in fossil fuel
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projects that are conssdered harmful to
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Banks will be barred from nvesting
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green
investing -a fecl good scam that entiches
only consultants.

Second, In a complex world where any
action involves second-order effects that
are dificult to see, it can be extremely
hard to know If a project is really
environmentally sustainable.
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misleading clawms about the
ponitive emronmental impact
of an acthry.
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Siddaramaiah picked by
Cong. as Karnataka CM

Earller in the day in Delhi, addre: -
ce alonawld\ the Congress general secretary
in-charge of Karnecaka Randeep Surjew:
the seneral secretary Sor organssation K.C. Ve
gopal said that Co

SC refuses to lift HC
stay order on Bihar
caste-based survey

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI
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w the people of Karnataka. The final break-
hrough was achieved well past Wednesday mid-
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sacrifice and
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the Gandhi family.”
chief told The Hindu.
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and pot in o

a source close to the KPCC

Uphill task
wir. Siddaramalah has an uphill task ahead. Wirth

pl
Miciswrs post. notkog
Ehat 37 Dalit MLAs Frne been clected. ~We are die.
ciplined soldiers of the party. We are hopeful that
the party high command will provide justice to
Dalits in the Cabinet formation,” he sald.

Meghwal replaces Kiren
Rijiju as Law Minister

The execstive and the judicary have a cordial re-
Eatsanstuip, and it will sty cardial snd constnation.
al. The boundaries are already there,” Mr. Meghwal
told pressperzons soon after taking over.

u changed his Twicter bio to his newly
Tt Atnistry s of Earth Sclences and sasd,
been

ers foe the buge support in ensuring deliv ease
of justics and providing legal services for our cits-
zens”. There are masy reasons advanced for
the removal of X
folio, nos least dh
gislacive

Jdges were part of the ~antt India gang-.

urged the court to Inter-
wene to the extent the State

The Court savs since

SC sets aside West Bengal’s
ban on The Kerala Story

Producer to add disclaimer that the film is a ‘fictionalised account of events’ and that there is no

h data on

the case for July 3. it
should not intervene
at this point

could complete the exer-
cise. “The State has alrea-

he argus
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by Chief Justice of India
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od the
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Nadu government
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figure™

Chief Justice Chandra-

mach, much worse™. He
further submitted, “We are

are shoming them

all for freedom of speech.
dns

under Article

court says a State-wide ban on the film suffered from ‘overbreadth’

are  showi them car-
toons,” anel',lnsn:edum-

to add a line in the dis-
Clasmer that there was “no
authentic data to back up
the suggestion that the fi-
gure of coaversion is
32,000 or any other esta-
blished figure™.
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that the “film
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tSonalised account of the
event which forms its sub-
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care A.M. Singhwi, for West
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to put a premium on pu-
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“Exercise of
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India is planning to hold Quad meet
in Japan, says Foreign Secretary
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‘Operation Dhvast™
three held after NIA
holds raids in States

Devesh K Pandey
NEW DELHI

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has arrested
three persons in connec-
tion with the raids con-
ducted on Wednesday as
part of a nationwide drive
codenamed  ‘Operation
Dhvast’, in terrorist-gang-
ster-drug smugglers net-
work cases.

In a coordinated crack-
down with the police in
Punjab and Haryana, the
NIA raided 129 of the total
324 locations.

Following the searches
in the two States, besides
Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Ra-
jasthan, Maharashtra, Guj-
arat, Chandigarh and Mad-
hya Pradesh, the agency
has taken into custody Par-
veen Wadhwa from Bhiwa-
ni (Haryana), Irfan from
New Seelampur (Delhi)
and Jassa Singh from Moga
(Punjab).

“Parveen Wadhwa was
found liaising with certain
notorious gangsters, in-
cluding Lawrence Bishnoi,
in jail. The NIA seized wea-
pons from the house of Ir-

S50 A

NIA team arrives to conduct
raid at a location at Moga in
Punjab on Thursday. ANI

fan, who is also associated
with such gangsters. Jassa
Singh was working at the
behest of Canada-based
‘listed terrorist” Arsh Dhal-
la,” said an agency official.
According to the NIA,
Parveen Wadhwa was in
regular touch with Law-
rence Bishnoi and his gang
members named Deepak
aka Tinu and Sampat Neh-
ra, along with other asso-
ciates. “He was working as
their special messenger
from inside jails,” said the
agency. The latest searches
were part of the continuing
NIA action against terror
networks as well as their
funding and support
infrastructure.




Agency overview
Formed 2009

Employees 649/°]

Annual budget %182 crore
(US$23 million)
(2021-22 est.)[®!

Jurisdictional structure

Federal agency India
(Operations
jurisdiction)

e
Operations India
jurisdiction

Legal jurisdicti

Governing body  Ministry of Home Affairs,
Government of Indi

General nature Federal law enforcement
Operational structure

Headquarters CGO COW
New Delhi, India

o 28.5884°N 77.2329°E

Elected officer Amit Shah, Minister of
responsible Home Affairs

Agency executive Dinkar Gupta, IPS, Director

General



Modi to inaugurate

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will inaugurate the
much-awaited new Parlia-
ment building on May 28.

The four-storey building
has been built at an esti-
mated cost of 970 crore.
The building has been de-
signed by the Ahmedabad-
based HCP Design, Plan-
ning and Management and
constructed by Tata Pro-
jects Ltd.

Seating capacity

The new building can seat
888 members in the Lok
Sabha chambers against
the 543 seats in the old
building and can accom-
modate 300 members in
the Rajya Sabha compared
to the 250 earlier.

Since the new building
does not have a central
hall, joint sittings of mem-
bers of both Houses would
be held in the Lok Sabha
which would be able to ac-
commodate 1,280 MPs.

Notably, the new Parlia-
ment is being inaugurated
two days after the Modi go-

bulldmg has been
built at an estimated

cost of ¥970 crore by
Tata Projects Ltd

vernment completes nine
years in power.

“Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla met Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Thurs-
day and invited him to in-
augurate the New Parlia-
ment Building.
Construction of the new
Parliament building is
complete now and the new
building symbolises the
spirit of self,” the Lok Sab-
ha Secretariat said in an of-
ficial statement.

This in effect means that
the Monsoon Session of
Parliament would be held
in the new building.

The old Parliament
building was completed in
1927, which makes it al-
most 100 years old.

Lack of space and the
need to modernise were
some of the reasons for
constructing a new Parlia-

ment.
e




New seat of power

A look at some of the features of the
proposed four-storey Parliament building

Total area

64,500

square metres

Mam : spaces ...........
Lok Sabha,

|_-Rajya Sabha and
—Central Lounge

THEME OF
INTERIORS

Lok Sabha
Peacock
(National bird)

\

Rajya Sabha
Lotus
(National flower)

Central Lounge
Banyan
(National tree)

= The National
’ Embtem

thenew
el Parliament
AR Duilding

CAPACITY

Gearing up: Construction workers walking
past a hoarding featuring the new
Parliament building. = REUTERS

Lok Sabha = Construction was scheduled to start in
888 December, but the works have been
seats (curren stopped till the Supreme Court disposes
chamber can of challenges to the project

accommodate Catiractor

.5 52p _gggl_g) ------- Estimated Tata Projects Ltd.

Rajya Sabhgé cost Architect

384 sea f971 HCP Design, Planning

mm— crore and Management
. The Lok Sabha Hall will ..............................................
also have additional Completion deadline: October 2022, in
capacity, up to 1,272 seats, time for the winter session of Parliament
to host joint sessions in the 75th year of Independence
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THE NEW TEMPLE OF DEMOCRACY

The Central Public Works Department (CPWD) has sought environment clearance for the
construction of the new Parliament House building

PARLIAMENT
HOUSE AREA

10.75 acres

area of existing
Parliament House

9.5 acres

of the proposed
building (land use
yet to be changed)

3 ’ - !
. g S
X e
-

STATUS OF
GREEN COVER

50w height of the
new Parliamment House

Wy

expected constriction

the new plot = e : : '\
250 NP ’ -5 . ; CENTRAL and debris waste
=2 & no. of trees\p the e " T VISTA generation
existing building '\ D e S -
z 50 S <. Central Secretariat
no. of trees = v
proposed to be planted N S SR IND
194 0. of trees to be NS N 3

felled/transplanted

INFLUX OF PEOPLE | T A,
: : - =
3,200 workers | 9,500 peopievperation OX v it > o
construction phase i phase (both in the new and>sld complex; : 51000 number of AL U
(200 permanent and 3,000 : 4,500 permanent employees an i people currently working at % /
: Parliament House b2

temporary staff) i temporary staff and visitors)

p plots b
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The Parliament House

"COMMON

« The Parliament Hous was designed
by Edwin Lutyens and Herbert Baker.

» Itwas built with indigenous materials
and by Indian labour and the
architecture of the building bears a close
imprint of the Indian tradition.

« The layout of fountains both inside and

outside the building, the use of Indian
symbols, the "Chhajjas” and the varied
forms of "Jali" in marble are reminders of
the story of the craftsmanship displayed in
ancient monuments and memorials.

FEATURES

THICK BAND ’

" hitp:www.hindustanimes.com/The-Budget-s- pumey- through-
JAL'S Parlament/Article 1-10564 13 aspx
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WHAT IS

CENTRAL VISTA PROJECT
* {. 83" A plan to redevelop
the 3-km long stretch

from Rashtrapati
‘7&1 Bhavan to India Gate

INCLUDES

New Parliamen

New building for
PMO

:20,000cr
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Overnight meeting, breakfast cheer glve & take' how
deal sealed for CM Siddaramaiah, Deputy Shivakumar

‘Wanted a team of 11,
not a team of one’

MANOJC G& AKRAM M
NEW DELE BENGALLUSU,
Mar1a

KARNATAKA CHIEF Minister
designate Sidda:

Deputy Chief Mlnule' O K
Shavakumar wil ath in
Bengaluru on et trrdiay i 2
event likely to be attended by
leaders of several opposition

Sicddaranaiah:
Covernor Thawar: Cehlot
o stake claim to foem the gov-

hy aftes he was for-

MiAs on Thursday
ewnine.

n 2 fweet. AICC in-charge of
Karnatak. Singh

Surjewala said the resolution
was endarsed by all the CLP
members “unanimousty™.

BusiNess as Usuar
By UNNY

Negotiations are ca over

the number of loyalists from

both the Siddaramaiah

St

Cabinet berths, they said.
CONTINUED ONPAGE 11

Modi key leader, must
outline G20 agenda at
Hiroshima: Japan envoy

swl
NEWDEL MAY 18

Police: Student shoots
classmate, kills himself
at Shiv Nadar University

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GREATER MOIDA MAY 18

A 21-YEAR-OLD studert of Shiv.
L

hall on the campus.” said 2 sen-
sor police:
According to police. after
Seae

L w gl

b |

;tr (5

mMaNOICG
NEwe DS Lo Ay 18

HOURS AFTER the Congress bro-
kered

bality. “We wanted 2
tmain of 11, not 2 team
run the state.” he said.
Speaking to The Mdian
s

i both the
D KShvabusar muewnen-mnmm leaders were happy. but was  of five years, Sourcez clase to
ittal when asked — Shivakumar have

RELATED REPORTS race &

AN EXPRESS INVESTIGATION

that the agreement involves 2

All these kids were killed by
bombs: meet the casualties of
Bengal’s crime cottage industry

n

Case against
Wankhede:
Key was SRK
manager’s
testimony

MOsHAM
MUMEAL AAY 18

CABINET RESHUFFLE

After repeated
swipes at SC,
Rijijuis out of
Law Ministry

Gets Earth Sciences; colleague Baghel
moved to Health & Family Welfare

THE STANDOFF

ED THAVER :PL;“{AVIS‘WAM‘I’H
LIZMA Ew e
NEW DELHL MAY 18 =
. KIREN RIIJUwho. 2s Union Law | e etior e,
part of the Minister, became the vocal face
Burcaw'svigh of what was Sccm o the | g tey
= e X
ed out of the Law
Ministry od
by Minister of State for
Pa S
Culture As
m=sued

(Top, from ikt Abwoc (7): Nil Nasirul (11X 5 links

ract NLags ied i incadents wiven they mi the early hours of October 3.
17 i Last year. 11-y kmh»mmheopu-ed-wy 2023 — had igaored 2 least three
box th = i North24 i M e

The Indian Express tracks down 24 families in five districts
where bomb-making is an enterprise with many clients,
and one that has left in its wake tragedy and death

aliegedly by her classmate who

country-
edily recowered from his room.

RAVIK BHATTACHARYA,
ATRIMITRA

ca Thursday afternoca. police
=1

Late 2 night, palios said that
Anuj purpoctedly sent 3 video
clip

fied as Secha Char e the
man as Anuj Singh. Both were
BAL n
el year Whnike Seacha ws from

Kanper, Anuj's family lives in
Amcoha

at around 120 pm. in which he
said that hewas in 2 relationship
with Sneha but they were no
cther. In the 22-
minute video,
“Broken

BURDWAN SREsLAL
KOLKATA MALOA MAY 18

ITS been more ix months
but for 11-year-old Mabesh
Shaw,

one-room rent

THEBOMB
MAKERS AND
THEIRCLIENTS

picked up what they thought
e = oy bt s BonD

networks and a violent tusf war
between the entrenched
Trinamool Congress and its po-

al revals.

The BJP claims 224 of their

supparters killed in

dashes since 2018, the CPM

claims 15 of theirs over the Lat

two years, and the TMC dis-
this as propaganda.

lice probe against e

by Bhavan,
Bigu, 51 was sllocated ohe

ki A heosiee afbes M al

was gaven <
of the Ministry of Law and

then had to be dosed.
con ™ Modi, 3
Expo 20273 in New Delhi on Thursday. frem Narh Pasdey
WORLD - -

—  Constitution teaches us
everything...will work as per
that: Law Mlmster Meghwal

SHOTDOWNZOOF 30 o on his cycle, with the BJP's
MISSILES IN RUSSIAN '."._f;z..‘:"‘" Sollotcs et R T kgrosnd

ATTACKS: KYIV =15

Maheshs left palm was blown

R bombs is now a

EXPRESS NETWORK

SAFPUR. NEWDELIE MAY 18

A DEFINING image of Unica

imside” amd “cowld not  tame has j— stable cottage mdury (Pare minister Arjun Ram Mezhwal =
Police said they received 3 trust amyone-. He abo said that The wrapped Mahesh S—— 1ufd|um\.wmuukﬂhnﬁ o 2015. As that have stisck with him tll this
call from the university at 1.30-  he had been with sewveral children across West p= dotting the state  SC STAYS BENGAL Chief Whip in the Lok Sabla at  day. On . Meghwal re-
aboe: Ve Bt had of October 2022 Bengal who have been With cherits that cut across the GOVT BAN ON THE thet Meghwal tmed tocydle  placed Kiren Bjiju as the Union
recetved information that asts-  not told his parents He spoke  momingwienheand hisfiend.  or killed byrrudthunlbslhey pﬁxwalspﬂ:tnun andgobe.  Ki STORY ™ in his Laww = He
dent. named Anuj. had fired 3t about punishingthe woman and  cight-year-old Nikhil Paswan.  mistook to be wlﬂ‘!.mn PAGES Rajasthani turhan, kurta. will now handle this charge as
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e Four decades later, Bollywood reklndle its romance with Kashmir
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NEWDELIE MAY 18

NEARLY 350 film crews ha

permisted to shoot in
;.m

e o e

the past four decades. Besides

wasshot in Sonmars.
yeax filmemaker Karan johas had

with the crew of Rocky Aur Rani
Xi Prem Kahani, including lead

actoes Singh and Alia
Bhaet

While Gulmarg remains 2
St bt & .

moies
and series in Pumjabi. Urdua
Telugu, Kannada and a series for
History TV18 have also been shot

.
st last month, actor Shah
Rukh Khan had Landed in the

T S Our focus this year £ 20 pro-
which:

have sclected 300 destinations.
he (C2D) mecting. we

Army officer. A soeg for the film

mggroup
meeting. to be held in Sainagar
on May 22-24. will include 2

epaper g g o

Late last year. National

Avncaed-winning
had shot his film Chahiye Thoda
Pycar in Gurez Valley. located

Shah
Kashamir Last month. subl S

close 3o the Line of Control (LaC). o the Alps. This gavea
Officials said with the security  SFnagar. veteran actor boast to J&K's allied industrics.
smpeoving areasclose  Wahab recently returned to  inchading hotels, tour gdes, tai
barder hove be 44 and fitm
Urdu web series Armaan. Noted  peoduction facilitation enter-
filmmaker Lokesh Kanagaraj's
star- R Kapoor's 1949

reasaed many fm,
iR to shoot in picturesgue vil

Ting Vi Trisha and Sanjay Dutt.
alzo included 2 schedule in

During the Covid-19 lock-
down, when international travel

remained - -
eral filmmakers from regsonal
film industries — pasticularly
Fekagu and Tamil — foil back ca
Kashmir to shoot song se-

would Bave shot against the



Montana to become

the first American
state to ban@Tok

DAVID SHEPARDSON
WASHINGTON, MAY 18

MONTANA GOVERNOR Greg
Gianforte on Wednesday signed
legislation to ban Chinese-owned
TikTok from operating in the state
to protect residents from alleged
intelligence gathering by China,
making it the first US state to ban
the popular short video app.
Montana will make it unlaw-
ful for Google and Apple’s app
stores to offer TikTok within the
state, but will not impose any
penalties on individuals using
the app. The ban is to take effect
January 1, 2024, and is almost
certain to face legal challenges.
TikTok, owned by Chinese
tech company ByteDance, did

notrespond to a Reuters questio
asking if it planned legal action

Montana, which has a popu
lation of just over 1 million peo
ple, said TikTok could face fines fo
each violatiomamdtadditional fine
of $10,000/day if it violates ban.

The short video app can b
downloaded in app stores o
Apple Inc and Google devices
Apple and Google, a unit o
AlphabetInc, could also face fines
of $10,000 per violation, per day
if they violate the ban.

Apple and Google did notim-
mediately respond to requests
for comment.

The American Civil Liberties
Union slammed the law as “un-
constitutional” and noted that it
will go into effect on January 1 if
the courts do not act. REUTERS
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https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/india-s-fisheries-sector

N
. : a’ program envisages to cover the maritime States/UTs

ased manner. The journey began on March 5%,
2022, from Mandyvi, Gujarat.

« The journey focuses on bridging the gaps in the expectations of fisher
communities, developing fishing villages, and upgrading infrastructure
such as fishing harbors and fish landing centers.



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/world-fisheries-day-21st-november

locations in Gujarat - Mandavi, Okha-Dwarka, and Porbandar.

—_—

m Phases of Sagar Parikrama:Phase I: The journey covered three

@ Phase Il: Seven locations were covered in Mangrol, Veraval, Diu,

Jafrabad, Surat, Daman, and Valsad.
- —

Phase lll: Coastal areas of northern Maharashtra, including Satpati,
Vasai, Versova, New Ferry Wharf (Bhaucha Dhakka), and Sasson

Dock in Mumbai, were part of this phase.
e




Phase IV: Udupi and Dakshina Kannada districts in Karnataka were
covered during this phase.

—

Upcoming Phase V:)Phase V of Sagar Parikrama will cover six

locations:Raigad, Ratnagiri, and Sindhudurg Districts in
Maharashtra, and Vasco, Maorugoa, and Canacona in Goa.

4




Maharashtra, with its extensive coastline of 720
km, has immense untapped potential m{gﬂsherles
(/\u

sector.

The state ran@in fish production in the
country, with marine fisheries contributing 82% and

inland fisheries 18%.

Goa, with a coastline o also plays a vital role
in the marine fishery sector, providing livelihoods to
‘\_ﬁ

many.


https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-analysis/fisheries-startup-grand-challenge
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-analysis/fisheries-startup-grand-challenge

 What is the Status of the Fisheries

 About:
* As thM and the d-largest aquaculture
producer globally, India recognizes the significance of the i '

and aquaculture industry.

* The.Indian Blue Revolution has led to a major improvement in the
fishing and aquaculture industries. The industries are regarded
as sunrise sectors and are anticipated to have a big impact on the
Indian economy.



https://www.drishtiias.com/loksabha-rajyasabha-discussions/in-depth-blue-revolution

N
X

* In the recent past, Indian fisheries has withessed a paradigm
shift from marine dominated fisheries to inland fisheries, with the
latter emerging as a major contributor of fish production from 36% in
the mid-1980 to 70% in the recent past.

« The fish production reached an all-time high of 16.25 MMT during FY
2021-22 with_ marine exports touching Rs. 57,586 Crores.



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/5th-aqua-aquaria-india-2019

» Top Producing States:

- Andhra Pradesh is the largest producer of fish in India followed by
West Bengal.

 Current Challenges:

- illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated (IUVU) fishing
- Inadequate Infrastructure and Technology:

» Ciimate Change and Environmental Degradation



o\<

|
e Initiatives related to Fisheries Sector: ]"'M ~

= Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana

___+Palk Bay Scheme
« Fisheries and Aquaculture Infrastructure Development Fund (FIDF)

=



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/pradhan-mantri-matsya-sampada-yojana-pmmsy
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-news-analysis/palk-bay-scheme-and-marine-fisheries-bill
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/fisheries-startup-grand-challenge/print_manually
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National Workshop on
Empowering PwD in Education



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/national-workshop-on-empowering-pwd-in-education
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/national-workshop-on-empowering-pwd-in-education

The National Workshop on "Capacity building of
training institutes and HRD in the disability field in the
context of National Education Policy (NEP): 2020" was
recently inaugurated in Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh.

Organized by the Rehabilitation Council of India
(RCI), the workshop aimed to empower individuals
with disabilities and implement the goals of the NEP
2020.


https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/persons-with-disabilities-2
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/national-education-policy-2020

« Global Accessibility Awareness Day (GAAD) on May 18th, 2023.

* GAAD is an annual event celebrated on the third Thursday of
May, dedicated to promoting awareness and understanding of
digital accessibility for individuals with disabilities



* What is the Constitutional and Legislative Framework for Persons with
Disability (PwD) in India?

* The ensures equality, freedom, justice and
dignity of all individuals and implicitly mandates an inclusive
society for all including the persons with disabilities.


https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/constitution-day-3

« Article 41 of the Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP) states
that the State shall make effective provision for securing the right to
work, to education and to public assistance in cases of

unemployment, old age, sickness and disablement, within the limits
of its economic capacity and development.



https://www.drishtiias.com/loksabha-rajyasabha-discussions/special-report-directive-principles-of-state-policy

« The main legislation on disability rights is the Rights of Persons with
——=Disabilities Act, 2016.

* The Act covers a wide range of specified disabilities and provides
additional benefits for persons with benchmark disabilities and
those with high support needs.



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/person-with-disabilities-in-india
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/person-with-disabilities-in-india

What are the Issues Associated with Person with Disability in
India?

/
—

Acces‘si/bility Concern: /\ Jé T “W?

Lack of Access to Education A / / \
== ‘ |

AN
Lack of Proper Healthcare ot - 34
- | ey
Soc@ and Discrimination™ \%








https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/artificial-sweeteners

* Artificial sweeteners have gained popularity among calorie-
conscious individuals seeking low-calorie options. However,
recent studies have raised concerns about their long-term
effectiveness for weight loss and potential health risks.

* The has released
recommendations against the use of artificial sweeteners for
weight control and prevention of lifestyle diseases.


https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/world-health-organization-who

* About:Artificial sweeteners are sugar substitutes that are used
as alternatives to natural sugars.

* These sweeteners are chemically synthesized and provide a sweet
taste without the high calorie content of regular sugar.

» They are commonly used in various food and beverage
products, including diet sodas, sugar-free desserts, and low-
calorie snacks.



e Benefits:

» Artificial sweeteners offer benefits for weight management,
diabetes control, tooth decay prevention, and provide safe
options for individuals with phenylketonuria (PKU), a genetic
disorder, due to their low or zero-calorie content, minimal
impact on blood sugar levels, non-fermentable nature, and
absence of phenylalanine.



* Negative Impacts:Controversial Health Effects:

* Some studies suggest potential negative health effects of artificial
sweeteners, such as an increased risk of metabolic disorders, and disrupted
gut microbiota. However, scientific evidence remains inconclusive.

* Digestive Issues:






* The 2023 SAI-F Championship is a biennial international men's
football tournament for South Asian countries, organized by
the South Asian Football Federation (SAFF).

« The 14t edition of the tournament will be hosted by India in
Bengaluru from June 21.to July 3, 2023.

* India is the defending champion having won its eighth title in
2021 by defeating Nepal in the final.

» The tournament will feature eight teams, including two guest
teams from outside the region: Kuwait and Lebanon.



Féderation internationale de Football Association



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/fifa-ban-on-india
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/fifa-ban-on-india

o . '. . Ty ® y @ it . Sk -
® ® o 0, ® |e
. ..- . ‘ ... . =
. b @ ]
.. S @ .. \-
BT e . .
@& .. @ o ®
® e ‘o ‘%o 7
0. ® J / |
f o ® 2 ®* 0 . g4 5
... @ ‘® . . / ° ./,’. e ® : ; : : °. /.’\\.. ° b
.. ‘ o o/ ¥ o \\‘.' : e 0 o o/ .,/. [y e °
' i L . : 0% O ® % Q0o gt OO o
: . @ ® b N . o ole 5 %0 o8y p 8 . P
® © ) . : ° @ S
® ® ° o & 8% e o ® . ® ) e o
. ' ‘ > .. . ’ .. .. ° .’u“‘ ‘. .‘ ¥ W .'. ’ ° ..
o e o 0 /0 g Y
.- O ®. 0% o o ) e R 4 |
STR . . . N ...:. . ‘ P @ . N ) .
. . .. X \
e_0 | @
. . . ® .9 _. [67) \ ,
[67] @ (
5 g . ’.. .. q o/
. ... . . '. . .
. . -..... . . . @
@0
Source: = Jon
) . .-. D . ..
; : e = : : : » ‘0
. . . . 5 ... .... .'..’
[ o,
®cga. 04\ - : e
@ ‘e
..‘... @/ . K‘,’....
\ ."\l...."»;
L T Peee.,
. ...’.... "‘..o\q ‘e
. . . . ...‘o.,.
. . . ® 000 o ’ ; . ®°09%0 - . ) )
0000c0c0e0co & 0hebn .
. Y X KX . . . .....j;._ .\'
T scocse - @/
. . ) e Y K N @9 -..°.’é'..' /.,,."
/; .‘/
../'0’._’ /

. /
. I | - DY


https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/18/astr/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-sci-tech/govt-ai-face-recognition-tool-astr-detect-phone-frauds-8614162/

* The Department of Telecommunications (DoT) has launched
the Artificial Intelligence and Facial Recognition powered Solution
for Telecom SIM Subscriber Verification (ASTR) tool to detect and
block fraudulent mobile connections.



To detect and block fraudulent mobile
Purpose . —
connections

the DoT ordered telecom

operators to share their subscriber

database, including user

pictures. These images form the basis
Origin for the facial recognition algorithm

used in ASTR. The ASTR project

was developed by the DoT’s unit in

Haryana between April 2021 and July

2021.

Artificial Intelligence (Al) and Facial

Technol iti
echnology Used Recognition



Currently, a maximum of nine
. P

mobile connections can be

taken using a single identity

proof

Connection Limit

The list of fraudulent
connections will be shared
Action Taken with telecom operators,
l banks, payment wallets, and
social media platforms
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https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/18/bura-chapori-wildlife-sanctuary/
https://www.aninews.in/news/national/general-news/assam-govt-to-open-traditional-path-of-wild-animals-from-kaziranga-to-orang-national-park-via-burachapori-sanctuary20230514184209/

* Assam government is currently taking measures to open the
traditional path for wild animals from Kaziranga to Orang National
Park via the Bura Chapori Wildlife Sanctuary.



Bura Chapori Wildlife Sanctuary is a protected area in Assam, on the
south bank of the Brahmaputra River in Sonitpur district.

It forms an integral part of the
Laokhowa-Burachapori ecosystem
and is a notified buffer of the
Kaziranga Tiger Reserve.

Ecological Significance

N Consi ideal habitat for
Wildlite the_ Bengal Floric

Official Recognition .//,E)ggcl;red a wildlife sanctuary in

The sanctuary is facing illegal land
encroachment. Approximately
16,000 bighas of land recovered
from illegal encroachers

Threats
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» Under the Kisan Credit Card scheme, short-term credit support is given to farmers for
which of the following purposes? (2020)

1.Working capital for maintenance of farm assets

2 Purchase of combine harvesters, tractors and mini trucks

3.Consumption requirements of farm households

4.Post-harvest expenses

5.Construction of family house and setting up of village cold storage facility
» Select the correct answer using the code given below:

* (a)1,2and 5o0nly
(k) 1,3 and 4 only
(c) 2,3,4 and 5 only
(d)1,2,3,4and 5



* India is home to lakhs of persons with disabilities. What are the
benefits available to them under the iaw? {2011)

1.ree schooling till the age of 18 years in government run schools.
2 .Preferential allotment of land for setting up business.

3.Ramps in public buildings.

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

* (@) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(%) 1,2 and 3



Aspartame is an artificial sweetener sold in the market. It consists of amino acids and
provides calories like other amino acids. Yet, it is used as a low-calorie sweetening
agent in food items. What is the basis of this use? (2011)

(a) Aspartame is as sweet as table sugar, but unlike table sugar, it is not readily oxidized
in human body due to lack of requisite enzymes.

(b) When aspartame is used in food processing, the sweet taste remains, but it becomes
resistant to oxidation.

(c) Aspartame is as sweet as sugar, but after ingestion into the body, it is converted into
metabolites that yield no calories.

(d} Aspartame is several times sweeter than table sugar, hence food items made with
small quantities of aspartame yield fewer calories on oxidation.



* Which one of the following best describes the term
“greenwashing:"?(2022)

« (a) Conveying a false impression that a company’s products are eco-
friendly and environmentally sound

« (b) Non-Inclusion of ecological/ environmental costs in the Annual
Financial Statements of a country

* (c) Ignoring the disastrous ecological consequences while
undertaking infrastructure development

« (d) Making mandatory provisions for environmental costs in a
government project/programme
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