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• In March, domestic carriers fl�ew 13 million passengers, which 
according to the DGCA was 11% more than 
the same month in the prepandemic
years of 2018 and 2019. As per the Civil 
Aviation Ministry, India will have more 
than 140 million passengers in FY2024 alone.



• . The CAPACentre for Aviation projects India to handle over 1.3 billion 
passengers annually in the next 20 years. 
There are currently 148 airports in the country and it is the third-
largest domestic market in the world in terms of seat capacity.



• As of March 2023, IndiGo remained the domestic market leader 
with 56.8% of the market share, followed 
by Vistara (8.9%) and Air India (8.8%). 
AirAsia had 7.6% of the market, while 
GoFirst was at 6.9%, followed by SpiceJet 
at 6.4%. The newest player AkasaAir, 
which began operations in August 2022, 
managed to capture a 3.3% share



• aviation experts argue that India has not 
kept pace with modern technology in 
aerospace and increasing costs to the 
industry which ultimately aff�ects passenger growth.



the government levied high taxes on Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF).

According to estimates, while India’s airfares are 15% below the breakeven 
point, heavily taxed ATF contributes to the single biggest expenses of carriers, 
amounting to anywhere between 40-50% of operational expenses. Some Indian 
States impose provincial taxes of as much as 30% on jet fuel.



• Airlines have to pay annual lease rents of about INR
10,000 crore to lessors, making up nearly 15% of the 
revenues of Indian Airlines, except Air 
India which owns a large part of its fl�eet.









• It was established by Maharshi Devendranath Tagore, and 
later expanded by his son, Rabindranath Tagore whose 
vision became what is now a university town with the 
creation of Visva-Bharati

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maharshi_Devendranath_Tagore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rabindranath_Tagore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visva-Bharati


In 1863, Debendranath Tagore took on permanent lease 20 acres (81,000 m2) of 
land, with two chhatim (Alstonia scholaris) trees, at an annual payment of Rs. 5, 
from Bhuban Mohan Sinha, the talukdar of Raipur, Birbhum.

He built a guest house there and named it Shantiniketan (the abode of peace). 
Gradually, the whole area came to be known as Shantiniketan

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Debendranath_Tagore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alstonia_scholaris
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talukdar






• Ballabhpur Wildlife Sanctuary is located 3 km from 
Shantiniketan and is popular as Deer Park. Established in 
1977, it was a khoai area affected by soil erosion. It is now 
a large wooded area with herds of deer and makes a 
natural bird sanctuary.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ballabhpur_Wildlife_Sanctuary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Khoai












RBI's Gold Reserves

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/rbi-s-gold-reserves


As per RBI’s Half Yearly Report on 
Management of Foreign Exchange Reserves: 
October 2022 - March 2023, its gold reserves 
touched 794.64 metric tonnes in FY 22-23, an 
increase of nearly 5% over FY 21-22(760.42 
metric tonnes)

Gold reserves along with foreign currency 
assets, special drawing rights and reserve 
tranche position in the International 
Monetary Fund make up India’s forex 
reserves.

https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/important-institutions-national-institution-reserve-bank-of-india
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/gold-exchange-traded-funds
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjJ5bTJztf6AhWEoGMGHeJxCxIQFnoECAkQAw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.drishtiias.com%2Fdaily-updates%2Fdaily-news-analysis%2Fspecial-drawing-rights-2&usg=AOvVaw1IYMDglf4pG5N_b2Cg4Yeu
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/international-monetary-fund-imf
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/international-monetary-fund-imf
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/decline-in-forex-reserves-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/decline-in-forex-reserves-1


As per RBI, 437.22 tonnes of gold are held overseas are held with the Bank of 
England and the Bank of International Settlements (BIS), and 301.10 tonnes of 
gold is held domestically.

As on March 31, 2023, the country’s total 
forex reserves stood at $578.449 billion, 
and gold reserves were pegged at $45.2 
billion.

In value terms (USD), the share of gold in 
the total forex Eserves increased to 
about 7.81% at the end of March 2023.



• Recent Purchase:
• The RBI bought 34.22 tonnes of gold in FY 23 

(65.11 tonnes of gold in fiscal 2022).
• Between FY 2019 – FY 2021, RBI’s gold 

reserves were 228.41 tonnes.
• According to the World Gold Council's regional 

CEO (India), the RBI is among the top five 
central banks that are buying gold.

•

http://drishtiias.com/images/uploads/1683724888_Forex_Reserve_Drishti_IAS_English.png


• Which Other Banks are Buying Gold?
• According to the World Gold Council (WGC), gold is being 

bought mainly by central banks of emerging market 
economies.
• The WGC report said that in 2022, the People’s Bank of China 

reported the first increase in its gold reserves since September 2019.
• China has been historically a large buyer of gold.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/world-gold-council


• During 2022, the central banks from the Middle East, including 
Egypt, Qatar, Iraq, the UAE, and Oman significantly boosted 
their gold reserves.
• By the end of 2022, the Central Bank of Uzbekistan became a net 

purchaser of gold, with its gold reserves rising by 34 tonnes.
• In January-March 2023, the Monetary Authority of Singapore 

was the largest single buyer of gold after it added 69 tonnes to 
its gold reserves



• Why is RBI Hoarding the Gold?
• Counter Strategy against Negative 

Interest Rate:
• Good Hedge in Geopolitical Uncertainty
• Diversify Forex Reserves: Gold is a 

safer, more secure and more liquid 
asset and it performs better during 
times of crisis, and as a long-term store 
of value.



How is Gold 
Significant 

in the 
Economy?

Gold as a 
Reserve 
Currency

Intrinsic 
Value

Gold to 
Boost Value 
of Currency



36th CISO Deep-Dive 
Training Programme

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/36th-ciso-deep-dive-training-programme
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/36th-ciso-deep-dive-training-programme


• The National e-Governance Division (NeGD), under its Capacity 
Building scheme, organised 36th CISO Deep-Dive training 
programme with 24 participants from Central Line Ministries 
and States/UTs at Indian Institute of Public Administration, 
New Delhi.
• The training program is a part of a series of workshops 

organised under the Cyber Surakshit Bharat initiative.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/cyber-surakshit-bharat
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/cyber-surakshit-bharat
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/cyber-surakshit-bharat


• What is Cyber Surakshit Bharat Initiative?
• The Cyber Surakshit Bharat initiative was conceptualised with the 

mission to spread awareness about cyber-crime and build capacities 
of Chief Information Security Officers (CISOs) and frontline IT 
officials, across all government departments.
• It was launched by the Ministry of Electronics and Information 

Technology (MeitY) in 2018 in cooperation with National e-
Governance Division (NeGD) and various industry partners in India.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/cyber-surakshit-bharat


•What are the Other Initiatives Related to Enhancing Cyber 
Security?
• Global:
• Budapest Convention on Cybercrime
• Internet Governance Forum (IGF)

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/convention-on-global-cybercrime
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/india-internet-governance-forum-2022


Sittwe Port









• Recently, India and Myanmar jointly inaugurated the Sittwe Port in 
Myanmar's Rakhine State, marking an important milestone in 
enhancing bilateral and regional trade while also contributing to the local 
economy of the state.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/india-myanmar-relations-3


The port's operationalization is expected to provide greater 
connectivity and leads to employment opportunities, as well as 
enhance growth prospects in the region.

The project aims to provide an alternative connectivity route 
for Mizoram with Indian ports through the Kaladan River in 
Myanmar.



• It includes segments such as shipping from Haldia to Sittwe
port, inland water transport from Sittwe to Paletwa via the 
Kaladan River, road transport from Paletwa to the Indo-
Myanmar border, and further road transport to NH.54 in India.



• The Sittwe Port is part of the Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit 
Transport Project, funded by the Indian government, and will 
play a crucial role in linking India's East Coast to the North-
eastern states through waterways and roads.

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/integration-of-north-eastern-states
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/integration-of-north-eastern-states


Health and nutrition: 
NITI Aayog’s 
Compendium on Best 
Practices in Social 
Sector 2023

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/10/health-and-nutrition-niti-aayogs-compendium-on-best-practices-in-social-sector-2023/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/10/health-and-nutrition-niti-aayogs-compendium-on-best-practices-in-social-sector-2023/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/10/health-and-nutrition-niti-aayogs-compendium-on-best-practices-in-social-sector-2023/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/10/health-and-nutrition-niti-aayogs-compendium-on-best-practices-in-social-sector-2023/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/10/health-and-nutrition-niti-aayogs-compendium-on-best-practices-in-social-sector-2023/










• What is/are the purpose/purposes 
of Government’s ‘Sovereign Gold 
Bond Scheme’ and ‘Gold 
Monetization Scheme’? (2016)

1.To bring the idle gold lying with 
Indian households into the 
economy.

2.To promote FDI in the gold and 
jewellery sector.

3.To reduce India’s dependence on 
gold imports.
• Select the correct answer using the 

code given below:
• (a) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

सरकार क& 'स)ंभु ,वण/ बॉ2ड योजना' और ',वण/ 
मु:ीकरण योजना' का/के उ?े@य/उ?े@य Aया है/हD? 
(2016)

भारतीय पNरवारO के पास पड़े बेकार पड़े सोने को 
अथ/Sयव,था मT लाना।

सोने और आभूषण Zे[ मT एफडीआई को बढ़ावा देना।

सोने के आयात पर भारत क& िनभ/रता को कम करने के 
िलए।

नीचे िदए गए कूट का )योग कर सही उeर चुिनए:

(ए) केवल 1 

(बी) केवल 2 और 3 

(सी) केवल 1 और 3 

(डी) 1, 2 और 3



• Which one of the following groups of 
items is included in India’s foreign-
exchange reserves? (2013)
• (a) Foreign-currency assets, Special 

Drawing Rights (SDRs) and loans 
from foreign countries

(b) Foreign-currency assets, gold 
holdings of the RBI and SDRs

(c) Foreign-currency assets, loans from 
the World Bank and SDRs

(d) Foreign-currency assets, gold 
holdings of the RBI and loans from the 
World Bank

िन#निलिखत मद* म+ से कौन सा समूह भारत 
के िवदेशी मु9ा भंडार म+ शािमल है? (2013)

(ए) िवदेशी-मु9ा सपंिG, िवशेष आहरण 
अिधकार (एसडीआर) और िवदेश* से ऋण 

(बी) िवदेशी-मु9ा सपंिG, आरबीआई और 
एसडीआर के सोने कS होिTडगं 

(सी) िवदेशी-मु9ा सपंिG, िवV बWक और 
एसडीआर से ऋण 

( d) िवदेशी-मु9ा सपंिGयां, आरबीआई कS 
गोTड होिTडZंस और िवV बWक से ऋण



• Consider the following statements in 
respect of the Laureus World Sports 
Award which was instituted in the year 
2000:

1.American golfer Tiger Woods was the 
first winner of this award.

2.The award was received mostly by 
‘Formula One’ players so far.

3.Roger Federer received this award 
maximum number of times compared to 
others.

• Which of the above statements are 
correct?

• (a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

वष# 2000 म( )थािपत लॉ1रयस व5ड# )पोट्#स अवाड# के सबंंध म( 
िनAनिलिखत कथनC पर िवचार कर(:

अमे1रकF गो5फर टाइगर वुड्स इस पुर)कार के पहले िवजेता थे।

यह पुर)कार अब तक Nयादातर 'फॉमू#ला वन' िखलािड़यC Sारा TाU िकया 
गया था।

रोजर फेडरर को यह पुर)कार दूसरC कF तुलना म( सबसे अिधक बार िमला।

उपरोW कथनC म( से कौन से सही हZ?

(ए) केवल 1 और 2 

(बी) केवल 2 और 3

(सी) केवल 1 और 3 

(डी) 1, 2 और 3



• The terms ‘WannaCry, Petya and 
EternalBlue’ sometimes 
mentioned in the news recently 
are related to (2018)
• (a) Exoplanets

(b) Cryptocurrency
(c) Cyber-attacks
(d) Mini satellites

हाल ही म' समाचार+ म' उि.लिखत श2द 'वाना7ाई, पेट्या 
और इटरनल2लू' िकससे सबंंिधत हF (2018)

(ए) एNसोPलैनेट्स 

(बी) ि7Pटोकर'सी 

(सी) साइबर-हमले 

(डी) िमनी उपTह



Thank you 
guys, see you 
at 9 am 


