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CYBERCRIME RACKET IN NUM
28,000 people duped
of 100 crore: police

MEWS » PAGE 12

KERALA HORROR

Patient

surgeon

STATES » PAGE &

IMRAN'S ARREST
Protesters attack
Pakistan PM’s house
WORLD » PAGE 15

INDIAN SPACE POLICY 2023

It is a forward
looking

document

But it needs suitable
legislation to back it

EDITORIAL » PAGE 8

-l

SUPER KINGS' DAY OUT
Dhoni's men too good
for Warner’s Capitals

SPORT » PAGE 17

JAIPUR
P Narendra Modi and
Rajasthan O Ashck Gehict
traded barks on Wednesday,
with the former stating tha

turnout in Assembly polls

After a fierce

bv BJP. Co

and

S). polli

TCET <

ses the 2018

Bengaluru records a low turnout of 54.51%: counting of votes for 224-member House on May 13

BENGALURU

beld on Wednes-
day passed off peacefully
witha I\Ir_n_oll ol T268% as

wass not peicitised after
Independence and Mr. Gehlot
reminding him that the nation
wars ot buikt in 3 day. » Page &

SC set to rule
on Sena vs Sena
battle today

MUMBAT
The Supreme Court will debver
its werdhct cn Thursday ca 2
barch of petitions filed by rhal
Shiv Sema groups following the
poktical crisis in Maharashtrs
last yeor. 1t s pected to
decide the fate of the Exnath
Shinde povemment. » Page 13

per data at 11
p.m,  surpassing  the
72.36% recorded in 2018,

Poll predictions

Exit polls, harring Mews Nation-CGS, pradict Congress 1o be the single-ts
zemily, though there is 3

224-member Kama

s
rnowt In the 28 constl-
tuencles that come under
it remained di atan es-
timated 54.51%, despite a
campaign blitx by several
natsonal leaders of all par-
des, Including Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modl, and
special drives by the Elec-
tion Commission to en-
thuse urban voters.

In stark contrast to Ben-
galuru, Its neighbouring
districts with large rural
pockets recorded a heavy
turnout.  Cl

3095

130-120

vemab-Pobeeat

51

Pews Namon=<

skebhood of o

oy in the

85 83%, followed by Rama-
nagara at $4.96%, Bengalu-
ru Rural at 83.76% and Tu-
makuru at 83.49%.

After Bengaluru, Kalab-
uragl a 65.22%, Yadgirl a
66.66% and Raichur at

.79% a relative-

recorded 2 tumout of

69
Iy lower turnout.

Roz thoda thoda
aage badhna

hai zindagi ki SIP

Polling for the 224 As-
sembly seats began on a
slow note in the morning
with about 3.21% of the
wvotes polled In the first two
hours. it gathered pace la-
ter in the day.

The State had witnessed
a ferce campaign by the

ruling BJP. the Congress
and the Janata Dal(S). The
counting of votes will be
held on Saturday.

COMTINUED OM

» PAGE12
RELATED REPORTS.
»PAGES

Higher pension: EPFO
offices told to work out
dues of subscribers

NEW DELHI

The Employees’ Provident
Fund Organisation (EPFO)
has Issued an Internal cir-
cular directing its regional

scribers who apply for
higher Provident Fund
(PF) pension.

According to the circu-
lar, 8.33% of employer

an higher pay from
Nowvember 16, 1995 or from
the date the pay exceeds
the wage ceiling of 26,500
and 1L16% of employer
share on higher pay above
TS,000 a month will be
added for calculating dues.
Employees who opt for
higher pension will have to
pay this amount from their
PF contribution. Pension-
ers too will have to make
the payment.

“The Interest to be
charged on dues as caku-
lated above shall be the in-
terest earned by the mem-
bers on  their PF

A circular wil be isswed for the
putlic with the methed of
calculating dues and pensica.

accummlations,” the circu-
lar sald. Another circular

issued addressing the pu-

with alls of the
method of calculating dues
and pension.

The step is part of 3 se-
ries of measures taken by
the EPFO to implement the
Supreme Court order on
higher PF pension.

CONTIMUED OM
= PAGE 12

Biden to host
state dinner
for Modi on
June 22

Sriram Lakshman

The White House has an-
nounced the state visit by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to Washington DC

ter Narendra Modi of the
Republic of india for an OF
ficlal State Visit to the Unit-
ed States, which will in-
clude a state dinner, on
June 22, 2023 an-
nouncement sald, adding
that the wvisit will “affirm
the deep and close part-
nership” between the two
countries and their people-
to-people ties.
New Delhl confirmed
the visit, saying It would
underscore the ) i
importance® of the bilater-
al relationship. This would
be the first state visit of an
Indian leader after then
Prime Mingster Manmohan
Singh's trip in 2009,

RELATED REPORT
*PAGE 12
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
The maternal deaths.

stillbirths. neonatal
deaths in India
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eaths, and 51% of Ive births in
2020.21, according to 3 UN report. »n

The number of hostile

witnesses in Malegaon
blast case
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The migrant
encounters at the US.
Mexico border in 2023

The number of

monthly active users
on TikTok in the US.

New security
assistance
the US. for Ukraine

In takh. Joe Sidens
dministration wil begin
show up at the U.S.-Maxio

applying online or secking protection in a
counry they passed through. =

enying ssylum to migrants who
border without

150:5500

fear its user data coutd fall into the hands
of the Chinese government. ssurss

1n'S bilkon. The military aic is

l z Provided by the U.S. to boost
Ukraine's me defences.

Ukraine is readying for 3 highly anticipated

speing offensive against Ruszia,
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Follow us @
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/the_hindu
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The troubles of India’s aviation industry

What does GoFirsts distress call mean for the aviation sector? Why was a major section of GoFirst’
What contributes to the hi iy

EXPLAINER

Diksha Munial

The story so far:
Rer low-cost carrier GoFirst's
mcy Sling lase week. the
avistion safety
Directorate General o(()lll

ving it L‘dlss(omvb before the
regulator

costs? What are the

icy and re

it E
ory factors affectin

the lndls

refated to safety, Boersing. is
While the mother Act and

kept pace with modern technology In
aerospace and Increasing costs to the
industry which ultimately affects

passenger grow
While the Indlian aviation sectar
initially saw a boom in the 1950s after

opening up as a result of beralisation
the breaking of the

reforms and

s
permit to offer flsghts. The
unprecedented distress call by the sirline
that rebranded lszlf)ust TWO years ago
ralses concerns about the health of the
Indian aviation Industry slready reeling
from ic Josses.

How big s the Indian aviation sector?
The country’s domestic alr traffic has
been recovering In the past few months
after belng severcly bit by the coronavin

faced intense competition o keep prices
low the government high taxes
iation Turbine Fuel (ATF).

sc carriers
Bow 13 mllon passe passengers, which
according to the DGCA was 11% more than

projects India to handle over 1.3 billlon

passengers annaally in the next 20 years.

There are currently 148 alrports in the

country and it is the third-bargest

domestic market in the world in terms of

seak capacky. As of March 2023, ndiGo
remained mestlc

market le:
with 56.8% of the ma:lm shnm. Tallowed
Vistara (. (B.5%).

perations
managed 1o cav(llt a3.3%sl

1s the sector viable?
Despite being touted as the “fastest

rowing aviion secior in e world,
alrines in the country have struggled to
survive in the highly co cnpetitive and
liﬂq&vu‘:nn:lnn mduﬂ.ry While travel

provis
25 30% o jet fuel. This ako m.l-a
shorter fiight routes unsustainable

es while blg carriers nin

5

No-fly zone

the service in 8
afe, efficient and ratiable
manner”.

Dessite being touted 3 the
Yastest growing avistion
sector” in the world, airlines in

Chart 3: Aktine losses during 291920 (I ¥ crore]

InsGo

“Gasic

point, heavily-taxed ATF contributes to itk oy
the single biggest expenses of carrsers, E,
0 anywhere b 8 —rETY
af operational expenses. Some Indian S
incial taxes of as much

the
mve ot the highty
e and urfons

eation sty wmums
resrictions d
pandemic badly it the cosfers
of o carriers, their financials
were in the red earier s well

The Layers of costs associsted

=0

2000
been acauined by the Tatas in 7013-3

-1000

Incapacity affect the watiliy of
mirline which strugie to

had to be In operation for
years and have a fleet of at least 20
alrcraft o be able to fly

Plnce the 30 sircran foet redu
Pracdating damestic ailines o ey
least 20 aarcraft (or 20% of its entire fleet

size whdlzvu is higher) for domestic
05, While newer entrants to th

mansm. Yike Vistara and AlrASia India
e government to remove

5720 rule, legacy carriers who had to

Fre penagm sveraEe 2005

T

i —
LAYl

san 2020

som. 2021

san 2023

ly

hit the coders o(aﬂ <arml‘s
financials were In the red earllel as well.
Whill tndlias airlines cumuaat

fleets as their fnancials do not allow them
20 shell out huge one-time payments to
buy from

d out of India Instead.

past few
seventeen alrimes, domestic and reglonal,
have exited the markes (Chart 2).

while, the consalidation of fous

current ] of the
market will be captured by Indigo and Alr
ndia combined, leaving just about 20%
for players like Spiceles, GoFirst Gif it

revives), and the newest entrant

80% of Indla’s total

it the bulk of
<o passengers, however, carriers In Indla

state-run airports, these charges are
regulated by the Airports Economic
the

the airline has toral dues amounting to
mmcm«wlrsummm

While Jessoes are now o take
ack their aircraft before the NCLT can
impose 2 an claims, GoFirst
is not the only low-cost carrier currently
inded fleet. In the

India whi
“The costs of these leases go up further

‘when the Indian
short and long term global
develo ts, for mstance, an oil price

rupee depreciates during

recent privatisation of alrport operations,
-+ major sirports to firms like
oncerns about further

ective
Flight Training Organssations.
Why was GoFirst's fleet

the cost of ATF, compounding
carrier’s expenses. Till the gmm\mem s
plan to get leasing companies to set up

essors are here to stay.
ines also have 10 bear costs in terms
o{nlrponletsfaihtuseol
g, Ercight

o ot charges rebsacd 5 the sae of
airport i as

authority which comes in for fssoes

‘X alD » )

runways
terminals.

and

reasons.
Siled for bunkrum at thee Nation

Campany Law Tribunal (NCLT) last week,
28 of 65 54 atrcrat are grounded. This, It

its operational costs’
asrline sald that S0% of its fleet had to be

Froun: -ading to 2
Joss of over 210,000 crore for the airline.
American engine maker Pratt & Whitney.,

a gro

<as¢ofspkﬂﬂ its adrcraft in operation
&rwnloabﬂ.ll‘750cmlaf:lﬂu.l

ﬂ:ﬂn’mo

already taken back 20 of fis alrcraft owing

1 non-payment of dues. Besides, the

grounding of alrcraft has not resulted

spare part i

srounding of 13% of the Sect of

profit-making and market ltudlu IndiGo

as well. Alr India also has part

grounded. Supply chain l‘rou(ales inthe
iall

of the Maintenance, Repalr and Overhaul
(MRO) segment domestically. Captain

G.R. Gopmath (retd), the founder of Air

saying
= the akiine has 2 -lengthy hissoey of
Besides,

incapacity affect the viability of airlines

-




No-fly zone

GoFirst airlines, which had rebranded itself two years ago, filed for bankruptcy with the National
Company Law Tribunal last week. The unprecedented insolvency filing has brought India’s
aviation industry into the limelight. The charts below show the state of the industry and how it is
trying to survive rising operational costs amid heavy competition

Chart 1: Airline losses during 2019-20 (In  crore)

IndiGo

*GoAir

AirAsia

Vistara

*Air India

-5000 -4000 -3000 -2000 -1000 0 1000 2000
* Air India was state-run and had not been acquired by the Tatas in 2019-20; GoAir became GoFirst in 2021



Chart 2: The duration for which different airlines operated

Damania Airways

NEPC Airlines

Air Sahara

Jet Airways

Air Deccan

Kingfisher

Paramount

GoFirst




Chart 3: GoFirst’s market share from 2019
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* In March, domestic carriers flRlew 13 million passengers, which
according to the DGCA was 11% more than
the same month in the prepandemic
vears of 2018 and 2019. As per the Civil
Aviation Ministry, India will have more
than 140 million passengers in FY2024 alone.



* . The CAPACentre for Aviation projects India to handle over 1.3 billion
passengers-annually in the next 20 years.
There are-currently 148 airports in the country and it is the third-
largest domestic market in the world in terms of seat capacity.



e As of March 2023, IndiGo remained the domestic market leader
with 56.8% of the market share, followed
by Vistara (8.9%) and Air India (8.8%).
AirAsia had 7.6% of the market, while
GoFirst was at 6.9%, followed by Spicelet
at 6.4%. The newest player AkasaAir,
which began operations in August 2022,
managed to capture a 3.3% share



* aviation experts argue that India has not
kept pace with modern technology. in
aerospace and increasing costs to the

industry which ultimately affflects passenger growth.




the government levied high taxes on Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF).

According to estimates, while India’s airfares are 15% below the breakeven
point, heavily taxed ATF contributes to the single biggest expenses of carriers,
amounting to anywhere between 40-50% of operational expenses. Some Indian
States impose provincial taxes of as much as 30% on jet fuel.



oba

e to lessors, making up
“Indian Airlines, except Ai
owns a large part of its flFlee
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From Page One

Karnataka records
72.68% turnout in polls

[ e ——————y
the poling sTation at Anchatgeri i Dharmad. Ko BAaLE

had 2 poll of
71.45% in 2013 and 72.1% in 2018. The turnout in
Bengaluru was 62% in 2013 and S7% in 2018.

The BIP in this election Is trying to undo the
three-decade hlslory 01 a ruling party not retarn-
Comgress is trying to har-
alleged carruption
to return to power
after five year: as the Janaca Msnsnm
%o retain its Inthuence in State pol

s langely peaceful barring sporadic In-
cictents OF chashes

party

With the election contested tightly, especially
after high-pitch poll campasgns by the natonal
leaders of boch the BJP and the Congress, the ten-
ston on the battleground was visible but con-
(alned. 2 skirmishes were reported between par-
Kolar,
Ballars, Vijayapura - ety Gadag At Masabinal vil-

in n dastrict.
the polling aceme Turned vlolenl 2 vl

EVAD chinking thax the offscials s  taking them
away by stoppang the poll process.

Though instances of polling being held up due
no deiagge Sox the EVMs were reposted, Election
Commission officials sald that they were fewer In
b-tfdut(odwd loyment of the M-3 EVMs.

Elders came to booths
Despite the Election Commission’s effort to pro-
vide vote from home for those abowve 80, It
seemed to have not created awareness in the rural

areas w many complaining that they did not
know of the facility, but to reach the
polling B to cast their vote.

EPFO offices told to fix
dues of subscribers

The EPFO had recently extended the date for sub-
mitting joint options with employers for availing
higher pensson tll June 21

af acceptance of joint opticn of memn-

sent employer shall continue to pay

tribution on higher wages in future also, inc

the lr-(reased 116% on wages above T15,000 per
said.

Calculation
mdws-—becakuluedwmem al offices
after the verification of wage decails submited by
the pers.

memss, the
the m.ud,m; contribution
wie]

\l\(h lht records of(he Trust”
For both

and
the circular added.

India, U.S. to strengthen G-20
cooperation during Modi visit

PM. Biden will have the
of

y to review strong bilateral

n_ thei
coo tion at the G-20 [of
which mndia currendy
hokds the rotaing presi

uon in various areas of mu-

ation in various areas

tec dean energy. and defence. says an MEA statement

Close tis: Prime Minister Narendrs Modi with U S, Presdent Joe

that the two lkeaders would
reflect on “their shared vi-
sion for 2 free, open, and
inclusive Indo-Pacific and
discuss opporturities to ex-

pand and consohda(e (he

@ TR TN
Lo nsodi and M. Blden
o discuss an

ledmnlo‘y Crade, indi

paision in " educational
lim.

.
clean energy, defense, se.  warkforce
Qurity, healthcare, and dee-  and, health security,  ac.
ning people-to-people  cording to the White
the MEA sasd cerse.
“This historic visit off
readout went le cppartunity for

mto more detall, adding

a valuab
India and the US to further

Siden durieg the G-20 Semmit in Indonesia. ALE PHO

deepen a comprebensive
and forward-looking

then our two (almﬂes
shared commitment to a

tegic
nology partmership, includ-
ing in defense, clean ener-
®, and space,” the White
House s.
Mz Modi's first state visit
been in the works for
months, with Indian offi-

<tals working out the logis-
tics for %
The Hindu had reported

New Guinea where the two
leaders are on overlapping
visits, and the Quad

trips to the U.S. for bilateral
and maltlateral meetngs
with all the Presi-
dents; Ravack Otuwm. Do-

and now M.
Baden. bat this will be his

PM to unveil plan for
museum in Central
Secretariat next week

NEW DELHI

Plans for the

o ST at the Museum
Bharar National Museum’ 3
the icomic North and EXpDO on May I8
Suulh Blocks here will be
vedled by Prime Minsster
Nnmndm Mol nexx The foundation stone of
e plan will be made  the currens Naclonal Mu-
puu.:mug;wmnl-—au‘- s id by the first
throuagh at Pris i

e B Expo an May
15. North and South Blocks
of the Central Secretariat
complex were buh during
the

Wil Sauth Block hous-

ent had an-

useum at
North and South Blocks
will depict the story of In-
dia’s rich civilisational cul-
ture of 5.000- years
showcasing ¢ various
sections or kkands racing

The Museum will
area of 1.17 lakh sq. m with

950 rooms spread over a
first state visit, basement and ground and
accorded to close friends Two more floors.
and allies of the US. froen unrveiling the

He last visite, - in-

ton in September 2021 at
the Invitation of Mr. Biden
for a bilateral meeting and
also atrended the firsc in
person  Quad  Le:

(With imputs from Kallol
Bhartacheriee)

come part of the Kerra-
Py

vaya Path® Minister of
State Sor ture  Mee-
nakshi Lekhi said on
Wednesday.

RPF cracks down on
fake ticket sales,
arrests middlemen

NEW DELHI

To curb illegal selling of
rallway tckets, the Rallway

I would have been equally
angry: Alex Ellis on India’s
London mission attack

NEW DELHI

=1 would hmv b-em
angry

Police Force (RPF) has ofrush such as
a @ and
arrested touts and retailers
of il software.
During the drive. RPF booki s, platforms,

personnel conducted regua-
lar ctions at ralbway
Stations, reservanon coun-
ters and online content to
detect and apprehend un-
torieed tomer booking
AgeRs.
42 illegal soft

pleces were dewected with
the arrest of 955 touts, de-

bec
ween demand and Kapply

Checks and balances
The Indian Railway Cater-
ing and Tourism Corpora-
tlon (IRCI'C) has
checks and balanc-
=tope unscrupulos
For instance. only one
IRCTC user ID can be creat-

af
ticas.

During rush periods
such as festivals, summer
wvacations, holidays, or

exceeds

e reser-
wvation system <oﬂ\e 1o the
RPFs Dotice.

The RPF conducts regu-

that at least one of the pas-

sengers on the reservation

dealng with disagree-
Tvenits”, as over the Issue of
extremism, be added.

“Eyes on the prize’
“1 think there is no dis-
sgreement between [India
and the UK.) that what

e Etis

solutely not okay.” Mr. Ellis
a the

th
disinformation. radicalisa-

tion at religious institutions
and other measures were
part of o -

ey ~eyes ot the princs
O closes Thdin .. strateg-
i< thes, and to complete the:
bilateral Fres Trade Agree-

Sous extremism.
Mr. Ellis sald that the
U.K's integrated review

had noted that China was

other partners. He also
made a =

quences in the UK.
e High ission-
er's mm-rls led to a sharp

India-U.K. ver,
Mr. Ellis said that

were “ci ces” to
China impor-

Heritage List

NEw DELHI

Santiniketan,  associted

The guaint town in West
Bengal's Birbhum district
is also home to the Visva-
Bharati University bullt by

- The -

nes and Sites (IDOMOS).
which is the o
o the UNESOO World Her-
itage Centre, based on a
file moved by the Centre.
The nomination would
be formally announced at
World Heritage Com-
mmee meeting 1o be beld

ed, e second
Suituswall sysibol froms West
to the

UNESGO Nt 0 2021, UN-
ESCO had inchuded “Durge
Pufe n Kolkata® on its list

ments, the mterest :ln.l not be calculated for in- lar chedks in Passenger Re-  chart is verifiable through | happened at the Indian  ment as scon as amywhere it of Intangible Cultural Her-
operathve accoants. servation Systems (PRS),  Aadhaar High C ission was ab- i world today. itage of Humanity.
DRDO official

Railways to proceed with closure of
printing presses, despite opposition

CHENNAL

Despite  stff resistance

from the wrade umons, the
i has

the All India Rallwaymen
CM g T

Federation (AIRF), South-

wind up the printing press-
S )

of history: One of the cldest printing machines at the
Ralway Printing Press in Chensal miLs sHaTo

5. The staff would be rede-

of by the
Sone concerned in  man-
ner to derive maximum

e for money.

Real estate

Though & was stated that
the land

the closure af the prlnlxng
presses sl
Iy unilised™, it o s chor
whether ‘the Rallways
woukd develop the im-
moveable - asmets for il! owmn
ar
sell them in open mxlk:l

held for spying
has links to
RSS: Congress

NEW DELHI

A DRDO sclentist who was
e

Cybercrime racket in Nuh
duped 28,000 people of
100 crore: Haryana Police

SURLGRAM

o
trn Antt Terroviim Sopad
for passing on i

AIRF
nalah sald thac Ihe lnM
s cmpleoves were
appo.-lg closure of the
printing since the:
contribution to the day-to-
day functioning of the Rail-
ways administration and
train operations was signif-
scant over the decades.

“In the event of the co-
sure of the printing press s
Royapuram, we would de-
mand developing the Iand
22 2 new eorminal st
of selling the prime pvo—
perty to private pasties.”
Mr sald.

mwllwzﬂce operivrhﬁ was
associated with the RSS,
the Congress alieged om

The <y . racket
busted in Nuh 2 fortnight
arcund

the Haryana Police said on
Wednesday.

The accused had lured
people through online ad-

ference, Cs S~ wer ‘with sales on
person Pawan Khera sasd different l‘rodu(‘s and
the a i - jobs, and
rulkar “anti- | extorted money through

5 £ace™ of the RSS. honey-trap.
sald that Sixty-six people were ar-

furc
Prime

Mo moum answer what
s ship bet-
e and the
RSS as the matter per-
tained to nasonal security.

rested during searches in
14 villages of Nuh in the
early bours of April 28 in
- 5

=
are still at large. OF those

on the run, 20 are from Ra-
GE

Jasthan, 19 from Uttar Pra-
desh

between
mostly srudled only up
cmnx details of the
op:
on complction of the pol-
ice remand of the accused,
Nuh Superintendent of
ST

Police Varun Singla,

-+



Santiniketan
may be added
to World
Heritage List

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Santiniketan, associated
with Nobel laureate Rabin-
dranath Tagore, has been
recommended for inclu-
sion on UNESCO’s World
Heritage List.

The quaint town in West
Bengal’s Birbhum district
is also home to the Visva-
Bharati University built by
Tagore. The recommenda-
tion was made by the Inter-
national Council on Monu-
ments and Sites ICOMOS),
which is the advisory body
to the UNESCO World Her-
itage Centre, based on a
file moved by the Centre.

The nomination would
be formally announced at
the World Heritage Com-
mittee meeting to be held
at Riyadh, Saudi Arabia in
September 2023, Union
Minister for Culture G.
Kishen Reddy said.

Santiniketan, if select-
ed, would be the second
cultural symbol from West
Bengal, to make it to the
UNESCO list. In 2021, UN-
ESCO had included ‘Durga
Puja in Kolkata’ on its list
of Intangible Cultural Her-
itage of Humanity.
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|t was established by Maharshi Devendranath Tagore, and
later expanded by his son, Rabindranath Tagore whose
vision became what is now a university town with the
creation of Visva-Bharati



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maharshi_Devendranath_Tagore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rabindranath_Tagore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visva-Bharati

&

In 1863, Debendranath Tagore took on permanent lease 20 acres (81,000 m?) of
land, with two chhatim (Alstonia scholaris) trees, at an annual payment of Rs. 5,
from Bhuban Mohan Sinha, the talukdar of Raipur, Birbhum.

He built a guest house there and named it Shantiniketan (the abode of peace).
Gradually, the whole area came to be known as Shantiniketan


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Debendranath_Tagore
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alstonia_scholaris
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talukdar







- Ballabhpur Wildlife Sanctuary is located 3 km from
Shantiniketan and is popular as Deer Park. Established in
1977, it was a khoai area affected by soil erosion. It is now

a large wooded area with herds of deer and makes a
natural bird sanctuary.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ballabhpur_Wildlife_Sanctuary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Khoai
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SC turns down Sanjiv Bhatt's
plea to submit more evidence

ry rejected a
aps)

v o submit additional evidence to
back his appeal in the Gugar:
Court agalnst conviction in a 1990 al

matter. Mr. Bhatt had contended that there was a

reasonable apprehension of bias as Justice Shah,

as High Court yudge, had castigated the pedtioner

while hearing his plea linked to the same First
Information Report (FIR).

Background ‘mic access’ by
WhatsApp to be investigated

Minister of State for Electronics and Infarmation
¢ R on

microphone ound, while 1 was

and since [ woke up at 6 a.m..” Foad
Dabiri, an engineering director x Twitter, sakd on
Sacurday. "Wh&‘ s .)lm m?" went

Student death:
court says no
proof of caste
harassment

The Hindu Burean
MUMBEAL

special court in Mumbal

has eaneed bail o a stu-

't sccused in the e

OFhis bakch mate Dassian

Solanki in the Indian Insti-

wite of Technology (I,
ay.

On May 6. Additional
Sessions Judge AP. Kanade
@ranted bail to Arman Kha-
i, 1=

A detalled court order,

avashable an Wednes-

. said, ~ _there is noth-
ng on record to show that
the awncam/mused was

IIT not to reopen
application window
for JEE (Advanced)

Nearly 2.5 lakh candidates for JEE (Advanced) after the

JEE (Main) and 1.95 lakh of them have

NEW DELH

he number of apg!
“iuu for the Jairt

noe Examina
don UED, Mvamced h-s
by 20% t

Technology, Guwahati, has
no plans to reopen the ap-

plication window. The [

dale for registration was

. organising  chair-
man of the examination,
Mandal, told

on
the :mund of caste

assis-
tance for overc saabch-
dal thoughts may contact

Mer-

varad, views.

i i 2 sestesncrs that the lsie was likely 2 bug
and Google has been asked 1o Investigate the

tssue and remedy It

Society for
tal Health on O01-4076
8002 (10 a.m. 1o 730 pw..
Monday-Saturday)

The Hindu that nearly 2.5

< ced) af-
ter the JEE (Main), and 1.95
them regis-

1.6 lakh. ~The highest num-

for the

Foreign medical
graduates can
intern in any State

The Hindua Bureau
NEwW DELEHT

The Stare Medical Councils
shall not allotrment of
medical colleges for stern
ships to forelgn medical
Erastes (FMG) o the bar
sis of their do(‘nkllt _and
they can ca in-
ternship from a mmedical
gollege o any Sease o Ui
jon Territory
o(herwlse em‘ﬂble (he M
Medical

State Medical

allotments on the
basis of domicile

bility of seats for them to
begin their internships in
their State. especially be-
cause of the implementa-
thon af © internship
for them.

“ll has been decided \73
the

mum has s:nL
iom has re-
leased a list of

cal Edu ion Board -n ra-
lidate the hn of recs

for

non-teaching haspitals for
compulsory rotating -

The JEE

75 om a rotatonal basis, FILE PHO

ber in the past was 1.7 lakh.
But this year, we have an
increase of about 20% to
is a steady in-
the mumber of
every year. “This
tme, :here is Do COVID.
wars, there was a
nnle Arop due o COVID.

e i abow e
e
Professor )lﬂnd' al

vious years, dates were ex-

tended considering such
complaines. “Usually, the
applications are recelved
in four or & five da)s This
year, we had eight days for
registration and one day
for payment of fees. Dates
were quite longer, and a
of candi-

had written to the organis-
ing mnstitute seeking an ex-
tension. “It is usaal. Every
year. some students who
miss the deadline write to
us. But we follow a strict
deadline,” he said.

across the
country.

Guidelines issued
The regulatory body for

compulsory rocating medi-
cal Internship issued by the
erstwhile Medical Council
of

won s granted only as a
The

al-
lotment of FMGs in these

medical education and
medical

also issuwed 3 cwuccutu:d
circular of

the mode

and me
medical m(err:dn(ls ot fo.
reign medical graduates in
India. The NMC noted that
they may be posted to
medical colleges o institu-

shall also be dome only

through the concerned
State Medical Council,™ the
NG sasd

It has also claried that
that the provison of the
f ip (the

tans
or seat allocation process

on merit.
It added that a number
of s and queries
from different State Medi-
cal Councils had been re-
cerved on the non-availa-

(u

w n 2022)

is applicable only to those
of thelr stu-

panderni
raine conflict and so on.

CBSE flags
fake notice on
Class 10,12
result date

NEW DELHI

A first-of-its-kind analysis
The Central Board of Se- | of the sludge found in In-
condary Education (CBSE) | dian =

T NEw DELMI

has flagged a “carcu-

lar~ that the results of Class | polluted water from the

10 and 12 wil Ganga, found that most of
y-Thehoaxtad | it had “high potendal™ for

gone viral on social media, | use as fertilizer, re-

causing anxiety o students | quired treatment betore 3t
and could

be used unrestricted

N

Study on sludge finds high potential
for use as fertilizer after treatment

parents.
In an official tweet on on farms or as a
cas! blofuel.

An emerging lr‘lam! of
the National Missiol -
confirm the dae of the re- an .
sults soon.

Candidates would get

acic sludge that is st

a repository of eMuents and bacterisl contarminants. FLE PHOTO

ganic cl
repository of heavy metals,

the studge analysed after
dryllu fen nto the class &

[‘hosphoro«s I(Nr.s - the
basic soil

i a1 recy

mended by Indix’s fertiliz-

er standards (FOO, 2009).
e

ICMR conducts trial
run of blood bag
delivery by drone

NEW DELHI

The Indian Council of Med-
jcal Research (ICMR) on
Wedne: ls

In some samples were less
than recommended. The
total organic carban was
more than 16%, again hlslr
er than FOO recommenda-

tons, but the degree of
pahogens as well as heavy

metal

run of de-
livery of Blood bass under
its iDrooe mitistive

The trial run has been
undertaken for the first
time in the country by the
CMR: Lady Hardinge Med-

tricted” agricultural appl

Shcve ‘the recommmeicn
standard.
~This &5 the first time

ical  Sclences  {(GIMS),
Greater Nolda; and the Jay-
pee Institute of Informa-

The insugurs! flight carsed 10
wmits of mhole bicod sameles.

distributing vaccines to re-
mote areas. Today. we are
ing  blood

transporting
blood related products
which are supposed to be

The Kerala
Story:SC to
hear plea

against ban

NEW DE1s

The Supreme Court on

government's de facto
freeze on the mavie for a
bearing on

that the appeal agalnst e
Kerala High Court's refusal
to stay the release of the

the official notice on its | mwent facilittes and prevent  industrial effluents and  cations, the edible parts of  such a project has been | tion UIT),  Afer the t, we
website, www.chse.govin polluion of the river, 15> bacterial conaminames —  the qrop notbe expocedto  concetved i India” D, Nosda. a release issued by found that not only
The fake notice had the por-  into usable scts such  the shudge-mixed soil, and i1, a senioc oficial | the Health Ministry said. msintain the temperature,
forged signature of Joseph | tunities from the Tiver re- ure and ple not  in the NMOG, sad. O e 1 trial fight  there was also no damage
Emmanuel, Director (Aca- | juvenstion  po e Treasted sludge can be  come into extensive con- have data about | carried 10 units of whole  to the products transport-
5cx), Ci One of the measures under d as class A or B —  tact. Indla does not yet the chemical characteris- d samples from ed” Rajiv Bahl, Directoe-
Tt e that smadents | this, CAFh Gangw- (0o s per the of the tics of the shudge can we | GIMS and the LHMC in vi-  General, ICMR, sxid.
could access resciis using x| nomic valoe from Gang).  Untited States Bavironment A developers to | sual Bne of sght. More drone flights will
registered mobile number and reuse — with smdyby the lndiantn-  adope practices on eat “The |-DRONE was first  be conducted to validate
v emiert the security pin | tremted  wastemater and  cias A being s tobe dis.  stitite of Tedhnology (1D, e safe disposal of | used during the COVIDI9  the quality of blood pro- | demonised Muslims, par-
and the OTP. sludge. This means con- posed of in the open and  Roorkee found that most of  slu pandemic by the ICMR for  ducts transported. dicularly yvouth.
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Sumantra consoles king

Dasaratha and Kausalya are unable to come to terms with

S
e

S

74 1

SOONN

LN~ » |
)

o= oo N &

+ + Rama's absence. Sumantra Is a wise minister, offering
good counsel to the king in dfficuk o saicl Naval
kam So he now offers

words of consolation 1o tht royal f;
is no need for such anguish
self Is calm and content. He is not
Tive & forest,

amily. says thac lhﬂ(
on thelr part, for Rana Ham
not upses about having 1o

serve Rama In so many ways, for the servants would not
have allowed Lakshmana to undertake all these tasks. Af-
ter all Lakshmana too was a prince, and the servants
would have thought it their duty to serve Rama, and not
the duty of prinoe ana. But in the forest. Lakshma-
1= has the joy of doing Mml_ﬂg possible for Rama.
As for Sita, She s DOt seem to be In the least upset

about being In the forest. She is unperturbed, and It e al
most seems 35 If She Is accustomed to such a iife. She

the trees there. Her face has Jast none
Her ankles

s unafraid, and if
She sees a llon, nnnor-ndqvham She leans on Rama's
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ICMR conducts trial
run of blood bag
delivery by drone

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Indian Council of Med-
ical Research (ICMR) on
Wednesday successfully
conducted a trial run of de-
livery of blood bags under
its iDrone initiative.

The trial run has been
undertaken for the first
time in the country by the
ICMR; Lady Hardinge Med-
ical College (LHMC); Go-
vernment Institute of Med-
ical Sciences (GIMS),
Greater Noida; and the Jay-
pee Institute of Informa-
tion Technology (JIIT),
Noida, a release issued by
the Health Ministry said.

The inaugural trial flight
carried 10 units of whole
blood samples from the
GIMS and the LHMC in vi-
sual line of sight.

“The i-DRONE was first
used during the COVID-19
pandemic by the ICMR for

The inaugural flight carried 10
units of whole blood samples.

distributing vaccines to re-
mote areas. Today, we are
transporting blood and
blood-related  products
which are supposed to be
kept at a low temperature.
After the experiment, we
found that not only can we
maintain the temperature,
there was also no damage
to the products transport-
ed,” Rajiv Bahl, Director-
General, ICMR, said.

More drone flights will
be conducted to validate
the quality of blood pro-
ducts transported.



Predecessor

Formation

Type
Legal status
Headquarters

Location

Key people

Parent
organization

Budget

INDIAN COUNCIL OF
MEDICAL RESEARCH

Serving the nation since 1911

Indian Research Fund
Association

¢ 1911 (as IRFA)
¢ 1949 Renamed as
ICMR

Government Organisation
Active
New Delhi, India

- - India

Rajiv Bahl,

Director General, Indian
Council of Medical
Research

(Secretary, Gol -
Department of Health
Research)

Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare
%2,359.58 crore

(US$300 million) (2023—
2024) [l
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Rajasthan, Assam and
Andhra oppose plea
DN same-sex marriage

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
EwDELMLMAY 10

HE CENTRE on

=33l the public mood in the stase
appears to be against same-sex
marriages. it, however, added
that if two people of the same

e Cowrt that it

Sether. % canmot be termed

Citing a repoet of it= social

ierh and Manipa

‘ought more time.

e Centre had sought the

sewes of all states and Union tex-

stones sfier the Supeeme Court
Segali-

s will create imbal-
ance in the fabric_which
e far-reaching ad
for the social and
Earmaly systemn.

saach pe:
in any district and would be
The staee

-

SiNcE 193

©7.00 (T8 BMAR & RASPUR. €12

Az a pol n

polls was 73% an Wednesday. Bgves REPORTS, PAGE 3

ion of same.
Solicitor Ceneral Tushar

inrvourof sime—scxmarriagex
legislature or
Partiament e e

stepsto o
The VSR Cangress.ruled

s, adding that

o i oppsses the pica

Unanimous SC verdicts
today in Sena case, Delhi
vs Centre power tussle

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
EwDELMLMAY 10

HE SUPREME Court will on

SCis hearing petitions filed
Uddhav’ ay
and Eknath Shinde groups.

reinsate the

the Thackeray govern
ment even if it finds the

73 PERCENT TURNOUT IN ASSEMBLY POLLS

Karnataka exit polls forecast:
Clear advantage to Congress

JD(S) may play key
role, say pollsters;
CM Bommai says
BJP’s ground
reportdifferent
MANOJCG

NEW DELHLMAY 10

AS POLLING for the Karnataka
Assembly el

conclsded
on 3 of the exit

lls Zave the Congress a cear
B Ser the ruti

beast !rv;ﬁllnrvs pud-mng

vould hover around
the halfway mark in the 224-

G
sthelist
hows that

macrity
3 25 like the coust being told
hich

™ ane
mammous and are by the OL

i
had acknowiedged that it is in 2
3 Bad s

The frve-jade =
ervedies the Delhi

sunority.

0 March 36 this year.

Covernoe's role and said he must

enjaying the fnuts of power for
fAs

Hearing pevitions by the
Sddbav Elnaen
e,

4 the MA Srvernrmr. the SC
tench had

gecided 1o part way= with the
VA zoves
On the Gowernor asking

BusINESS As Usuar
By UNNY

Lo tae €mremmn

]
{ Mave
Oppostion.

the JIXS) may set 20.
he had won 37 seats in
the 2018 3

acky at beast four ey
states — Rajasthan. Madbya

GOVT & POLITICS

PAKSH =7

ED: Huge liquor quantities illegally
sold by state PSU in Chhattisgarh

JEEPTIMAN TIWARY
= DELMLMAY 10

PROBING THE Bigor scam, the
ate has ab-
s stae-

revenue o the cxchequer
According to imvestigation
SAGE 1
ANCHOR
—

details accessed by The indion
distilers aflepedly -

coun

Chbattisgarh Chicf Minister
Bhopesh Baghel has denicd 2

Pradesh. Chhattisgarh and
— Zoing to poils later

Wrestlers’

this results.

assume importance. In many
ey, the outcome =
seen as a pointer to the 2024
elections.
it is 2 high-stakes battle Sor
both the Congress and BJP.
Barring Himachal Pradesh, the
Congress has not woa a sgle

protest:

Minor complainant
records statement
before magistrate

MAHENDER SINGH
NEWOELILMAY 10

THE LONE minos among the
seven female wrestiers. who
filed police complaints alleging
sexual harassment by Wiesting
i o I (VA et
dent and BJP MP Brij Bhushan
Sharan Singh. has

Ery iquor to Chhattisgarh State
Marketing Corporation Lid
(CSMCL) between April 2019
and June 2022 bt these wers
"t'xn'ﬂwnv;
ool Further, these liaquor boc

ever, didnt receive 2y tax rEv-

am,g-a,p,pd.m.m =
aid the ccntral e
m:ndrﬁnaeﬂrn.‘: ED

Stfciak,
SOl pas=ly b of the order of

Afeer Nlurday‘; arrest of
Anwar Dhebar, brother

W Nty i R.upur
Mayor Aijaz Discbar. the ED sub-

rieal g
~The miroe appeared before
state-

ment on Wednesday.” 2 senioe

officer from the Deibi Police
arters confirmed.

The police afficer also con-

firmed that 2 notice had been
sent to the WL asking it to pro-
andde-

2019 Lok
Sabha elections. For the BJP.
is the anly southern

Ka
state wheve it £ in power.

PM'S FIRST STATE VISIT

US President Biden
to host Modi for

state visit in June

PM may lead Yoga
Day June 21; state
dinner June 22

SHUBHANT RO’
NEWDELI. MAY 10

Mods_ Biden at G20 Susnmit

FORTHE first time i mine years
Prime Mi = Mods
il et 1 the LIS foe am affs

June 21 to24.
be hosted by US
acden at the White

in Bak last year. AN o

indiian Prirne Minister to the US

‘was undertaken by then Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh i
Nowemnber 21 3

Guinea thi s ikely to  frsendly bilateral red
meet Biden at least four Gmes replete official public
withina 19 ceremonies. s -
= e 22, He il 2 £ mclude. line cer-
Hiroshima (Japan) for the G-7  emony (where the visiting bead
Fumenie (May 10.21) them t0  of seate &

NewColmn Pacific  after landing), 2 21-gun salute

Eonds Seadiers simenit. and
Mst_raha for the Quad leaders 3 Wi

£ the US simce he as: e ey
fice in 2054 lag

the US to meet sidents according to sources,
Barack Obama and Donald  wilst Vork,
Trump at the were  where he will lead the Inter
ot as state visks The  nation.

stan
last official state visit by an

THE WORLD

KILLED IN PAK CLASHES, IMRAN KHAN

Wl gt 122-140 seats, the BJP
UED ON PAGE <

Kerala doctor
stabbed to
death by man
brought for
treatment

e
THRUVANANTHASURAM

A 23.YEAR-OLD doctor was
stabibed to, “

to deathon
at a gowernment hospital in
Kerala's Kollam a2

SENT TO CUSTODY FOR EIGHT DAYS race 14

Alumina exports to
Russia surge as others
avoid sale to Moscow

From nil, India exports 2.58 lakh tonnes
in 11 months; Russia 3rd largest buyer

SUKALP SHAR
NEWDELIE MAY 10

EXPLAIN

THE SURCE in lndix's impoet of
Russian crude ol has
e Tl R e

p in India-Rmsia trade n

showes.
Like in the case of
=hifting ol rac e s o

hospital by
fioe of.
suffered eartier

20 in the books of CSMCL the
ED alleged.

‘I was scared

in which

stane
sovernment {(under then Chief

ago. the two = men

tails of
the had partaci-

3023 rvasion of Uleame &

The 1 bi Dr  largely behind this
Vandana Das multiple times As 2 major peoducer of als-
foer hewastaken  mimum. whichisusedinawsde  but is also used as an abrasive
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TOP HIGH STREETS IN INDIA
Bengaluru's MG Road best in experience,
Delhi's Khan Market most expensive

BENGALURU'S MG ROAD tops the list
of best high streets in India based on
comsumer experience, followed by
Somajiguda in Hyderabad and Linking
Road in Mumbai, according to retail
and real estate consultancy Knight
Frank. However, when it comes to
rentals, Delhi's Khan Market is the most
expensive. Bengaluru, the report said,
had four of the country's top 10 high
streets, based on parking, public
transport, store visibility, spending
quotient and average trading density.
South Extension (Part 1 and Part 2) in
Delhiis at the fourth position in this list,
while Park and Camac Street in Kolkata
is at fifth spot.

Compiled by Viveat Susan Pinto

M MOST EXPENSIVE HIGH STREETS IN INDIA

(based on rental range)

Location Rental

(per sq ft/month)
Delhi (Khan Market) ¥1,000-1,500
éurugram (DLF Galleria) ¥800-1,200
Mumbai (Linking Road) ¥350-1,000

M TOP 5 HIGH STREETS IN INDIA

(based on consumer experience)

Location ' Index*

Bengaluru (MG Road) 1318 _
Hyderabad (Somajiguda) 2.92 _
Mumbai (Linking Road) 2.73 _
Delhi (South Extension I/1) | 2.57 || N

Kolkata (Park & Camac Street). 2.51 -

*Index value derived by Knight Frank based on
five parameters

B SHOPPING CENTRES VS HIGH STREETS

(based on brands), in %

o I 59
" ———— 3

T _ 31 MW Shopping centres
rnati

P High streets
Source: Knight Frank
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https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/rbi-s-gold-reserves

As per RBI’s Half Yearly Report on

Management of Foreign Exchange Reserves:
October 2022 - March 2023, its gold reserves
touched 794.64 metric tonnes in FY 22-23, an

increase of nearly 5% over FY 21-22(760.42
metric tonnes)

Gold reserves along with foreign currency
assets, special drawing rights and reserve
tranche position in the International
Monetary Fund make up India’s forex
reserves.



https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-national-institutions/important-institutions-national-institution-reserve-bank-of-india
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/gold-exchange-traded-funds
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjJ5bTJztf6AhWEoGMGHeJxCxIQFnoECAkQAw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.drishtiias.com%2Fdaily-updates%2Fdaily-news-analysis%2Fspecial-drawing-rights-2&usg=AOvVaw1IYMDglf4pG5N_b2Cg4Yeu
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/international-monetary-fund-imf
https://www.drishtiias.com/important-institutions/drishti-specials-important-institutions-international-institution/international-monetary-fund-imf
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/decline-in-forex-reserves-1
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/decline-in-forex-reserves-1

England and the Bank of International Settlements (BIS), and 301.10 tonnes of

E As per RBI, 437.22 tonnes of gold are held overseas are held with the Bank of
gold is held domestically.

As on March 31, 2023, the country’s total

forex reserves stood at $578.449 billion, I wllue el UL, e S e ol Eele) e
the total forex Eserves increased to
and gOId reserves were peggEd at 545'2 about 7.81% at the end of March 2023.

billion.



Forex Reserves Component |Billion $ %

1. Foreign Currency Assets 919.5( 88.22%
2. Gold 45.7 7.76%
3. SDRs 18.5 3.14%
4. Reserve Position in IMF 5.2 0.88%
Total Forex Reserves 588.9| 100.00%

 Recent Purchase:

The RBI bought 34.22 tonnes of gold in FY 23
(65.11 tonnes of gold in fiscal 2022).

« Between FY 2019 - FY 2021, RBI's gold
reserves were 228.41 tonnes.

According to the World Gold Council's regional
CEO (India), the RBI is among the top five
central banks that are buying gold.


http://drishtiias.com/images/uploads/1683724888_Forex_Reserve_Drishti_IAS_English.png



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/world-gold-council

* During 2022, the central banks from the Middle East, including
Egypt, Qatar, Iraq, the UAE, and Oman significantly boosted
their gold reserves.

« By the end of 2022, the Central Bank of Uzbekistan became a net
purchaser of gold, with its gold reserves rising by 34 tonnes.

* In January-March 2023, the Monetary Authority of Singapore
was the largest single-buyer of gold after.it added 69 tonnes to
its gold reserves

\
N
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 Why is RBI Hoarding the Gold?

« Counter Strategy against Negative
Interest Rate:

* Good Hedge in Geopolitical Uncertainty

* Diversify Forex Reserves: Gold is a
safer, more secure and more liquid
asset and it performs better during
times of crisis, and as a long-term store
of value.




Gold to ﬁ H(.)W > Gold
Significant
Boost Value :
of Currenc in the
y Economy?

.. Gold as a
Intrinsic
Reserve

Value
~ Currency
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https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/36th-ciso-deep-dive-training-programme
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/36th-ciso-deep-dive-training-programme

- The National e-Governance Division (NeGD), under its Capacity
Building scheme, organised 36t CISO Deep-Dive training
programme with 24 participants from Central Line Ministries
and States/UTs at Indian Institute of Public Administration,
New Delhi.

* The training program is a part of a series of workshops
organised under the Cyber Surakshit Bharat initiative.



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/cyber-surakshit-bharat
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/cyber-surakshit-bharat
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/cyber-surakshit-bharat

« What is Cyber Surakshit Bharat Initiative?

* The Cyber Surakshit Bharat initiative was conceptualised with the
mission to spread awareness about cyber-crime and build capacities
of Chief Information Security Officers (CISOs) and frontline IT
officials, across all government departments.

* |t was launched by the Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY) in 2018 in cooperation with National e-
Governance Division (NeGD) and various industry partners in India.



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/cyber-surakshit-bharat

* What are the Other Initiatives Related to Enhancing Cyber
Security?

* Global:

- Budapest Convention on Cybercrime
« Internet Governance Forum (IGF)



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/convention-on-global-cybercrime
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/india-internet-governance-forum-2022
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* Recently, India and Myanmar jointly inaugurated the Sittwe Port in
Myanmar's Rakhine State, marking an important milestone in
enhancing bilateral and regional trade while also contributing to the local
economy of the state.



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/india-myanmar-relations-3

The port's operationalization is expected to provide greater
connectivity and leads to employment opportunities, as well as
enhance growth prospects in the region.

The project aims to provide an alternative connectivity route
for Mizoram with Indian ports through the Kaladan River in

Myanmar.



* It includes segments such as shipping from Haldia to Sittwe
port, inland water transport from Sittwe to Paletwa via the
Kaladan River, road transport from Paletwa to the Indo-
Myanmar border, and further road transport to NH.54 in India.



 The Sittwe Port is part of the Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit
Transport Project, funded by the Indian government, and will
play a crucial role in linking India's East Coast to the North-
eastern states through waterways and roads.



https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/integration-of-north-eastern-states
https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-editorials/integration-of-north-eastern-states

Health and nutrition:
NITI Aayog’s
Compendium on Best
Practices in Social
Sector 2023



https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/10/health-and-nutrition-niti-aayogs-compendium-on-best-practices-in-social-sector-2023/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/10/health-and-nutrition-niti-aayogs-compendium-on-best-practices-in-social-sector-2023/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/10/health-and-nutrition-niti-aayogs-compendium-on-best-practices-in-social-sector-2023/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/10/health-and-nutrition-niti-aayogs-compendium-on-best-practices-in-social-sector-2023/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/10/health-and-nutrition-niti-aayogs-compendium-on-best-practices-in-social-sector-2023/

Initiative Name

HBNC+ (Odisha)

ReMiND (Uttar Pradesh)

Nutri Garden Initiative (ICDS, Rajasthan)

AMMA program (ICDS, Rajasthan)

Mera Baccha Abhiyan (Datia, Madhya Pradesh)

Objective

Reduce diarrhoea and
pneumonia in infants and
improve nutrition

Reduce maternal and
newborn deaths by
strengthening supportive
supervision of ASHAs

Promote nutrition security
and dietary diversity through
community nutrition
gardens

Community-based program
for managing acute
malnutrition

Combat malnutrition
through public participation

Outcome

68% of infants receiving four complete
home visits in three districts

After 2 years of ReMiND implementation,
there was an increase in knowledge of
pregnancy danger signs; more care-
seeking and increased quality of care

70% of 300 malnourished children were
able to fight malnutrition in the Banswara
district

More than 87% of children recovered
during the treatment phase

A remarkable reduction of 17% in
malnutrition rate, higher immunization
rate, increased breast-feeding
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» What is/are the purpose/purposes
of Government'’s ‘Sovereign Gold
Bond Scheme’ and ‘Gold
Monetization Scheme’? (2016)

1.To bring the idle gold lying with
Indian households into the
economy.

2.To promote FDI in the gold and
jewellery sector.

3.To reduce India’s dependence on
gold imports.

 Select the correct answer using the
code given below:

(@) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1,2 and 3

TR T ETY TA0T S8 AT SR "TA00
TEYHUT AT Shl/oh 3299/3e99 T 2/5?
(2016)

HRATT URAR o UTH U 9k TS A
STAITET § AT

T R STTHYUT & H THSISTS hl ST STl

g%s SATATA UX A <hl [A9TAT /il H A 6
|

== fou 7T e 6T T W EE S A
(T) e 1

(=) Rt 2 TR 3

(HT) ShdeT 1 3T 3

@& 1,2 AR 3



« Which one of the following groups of
items is included in India’'s foreign-
exchange reserves? (2013)

« (a) Foreign-currency assets, Special
Drawing Rights (SDRs) and loans
from foreign countries

(b) Foreign-currency assets, gold
holdings of the RBI and SDRs

(c) Foreign-currency assets, loans from
the World Bank and SDRs

(d) Foreign-currency assets, gold
holdings of the RBI and loans from the
World Bank

freferRaa wat ® & &t &1 9ug wRd
o Torqutt weT Wer # TiiHet 82 (2013)
(0) Toreeit-weT wutw, foom smeeor
JATAFRR (THSTHR) TR Toreem & wor
(&) Tereeft-HeT Hutw, STREterTs 3
THER o i 6T BT

() Tergeit-ger wufw, fory ek 3R
THETTR U BT

( d) feravit-ger duivrat, sretens &t
Mee gifcety TR fay o 9 /ot



 Consider the following statements in
respect of the Laureus World Sports

Award which was instituted in the year
2000:

1.American golfer Tiger Woods was the
first winner of this award.

2.The award was received mostly by
‘Formula One’ players so far.

3.Roger Federer received this award
maximum number of times compared to
others.

 Which of the above statements are
correct?

* (@) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d)1,2and 3

Y 2000 H TATUT ATRAT TCE TAICH TS o G |
Fferiaa swe W e &t

AT M ZTETR TH 36 TTERR o Ugel forstar ol

TqE QEHR AT qeh TATETR i 9" Reenfeat grr um foran
T o

TS WS hl TE JERT O <hl JoIT W qardl 31feren o farem)
SURIRE YT B HIT A e E2

(T) ShaeT 1 3 2

(&) shareT 2 3R 3

(%) ShaeT 1 3R 3

@ 1,233



 The terms ‘WannaCry, Petya and TTeT &Y 7 TuTERt § sfoetRed wreg "aTsRTS, e

EternalBlue’ sometimes AN geerec]’ foher®r Taiferd € (2018)
mentioned in the news recently (T) TEEE
are related to (2018 - E’\F
* (a) Exoplanets( ) &
(b) Cryptocurrency (i) FTgR-Ewet
(c) Cyber-attacks @) ot ST

(d) Mini satellites
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